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   Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

   Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
      Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, 
         presider 
      Amanda Grey, lector 
      Richard Barry, eucharistic 
         minister 
   Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
      Rev. David Beauregard, OMV,  
         presider 
      Sean Brown, lector 
   Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
      Rev. Thomas Gariepy, CSC,  
         presider 
      Michele Maniscalco & Catherine 
         Horsley, lectors 
   Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Robert Ortega, lector 
   Sunday, 6:00 p.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Monica Kelly & Letitia Howland, 
         lectors 
 
 

 

 
Special Intentions 
 

Sunday, January 13, 8:00 a.m. 
   Patrick F. & Margaret A. Kiernan, Memorial 
Sunday, January 13, 11:00 a.m. 
   Sr. Elish McPartland, SND, Special Intention 
    
Prayers & Occasions 
 

Please pray for all our sick, especially 
Josephine Parker, Robert Caruso, John 
Saulenas, Charley Stanton, K. Champoux, Pat 

McCarthy, Mary Cassidy, Jeannie Ellis, Jim 
Hayes, William Thompson, Sergio Bru, Fred 
Staples, and Kenneth Toothker. 
 
The 35th General Congregation of the Jesuits 
began in Rome last Monday.  During this 
meeting, 225 Jesuit delegates from around the 
world will elect a new Superior General and 
will discuss a number of topics regarding the 
Society’s mission and ministry.  Please keep 
the Jesuits in your prayer during this 
important time for their order. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Springs of water, 
 

Bless the lord, 
 

Give him glory 
 

 And Praise for 
 

 ever. 
 

Daniel 3:77 
 

The Nicene CreThe Nicene CreThe Nicene CreThe Nicene Creed:  I acknowledge one ed:  I acknowledge one ed:  I acknowledge one ed:  I acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  What baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  What baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  What baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  What 



does that mean?  Does it mean simply does that mean?  Does it mean simply does that mean?  Does it mean simply does that mean?  Does it mean simply 
that baptism forgives all the sins you’ve that baptism forgives all the sins you’ve that baptism forgives all the sins you’ve that baptism forgives all the sins you’ve 
committed up to the moment the water committed up to the moment the water committed up to the moment the water committed up to the moment the water 
hits you?  In that case, it’s a bit hard on hits you?  In that case, it’s a bit hard on hits you?  In that case, it’s a bit hard on hits you?  In that case, it’s a bit hard on 
the kiddies.  All the subsequethe kiddies.  All the subsequethe kiddies.  All the subsequethe kiddies.  All the subsequent sins nt sins nt sins nt sins 
which a baptized infant commits during his which a baptized infant commits during his which a baptized infant commits during his which a baptized infant commits during his 
entire life will have to be dragged, one by entire life will have to be dragged, one by entire life will have to be dragged, one by entire life will have to be dragged, one by 
one, before some ticket window or other one, before some ticket window or other one, before some ticket window or other one, before some ticket window or other 
and processed.  If that’s the case, it and processed.  If that’s the case, it and processed.  If that’s the case, it and processed.  If that’s the case, it 
would be smarter to borrow a page from would be smarter to borrow a page from would be smarter to borrow a page from would be smarter to borrow a page from 
that hardthat hardthat hardthat hard----headed businessman, the headed businessman, the headed businessman, the headed businessman, the 
emperor Cemperor Cemperor Cemperor Constantine, and postpone onstantine, and postpone onstantine, and postpone onstantine, and postpone 
baptism until just before death:  One baptism until just before death:  One baptism until just before death:  One baptism until just before death:  One 
blanket policy covers all.blanket policy covers all.blanket policy covers all.blanket policy covers all.    
    

Or could it mean, perhaps, that in Or could it mean, perhaps, that in Or could it mean, perhaps, that in Or could it mean, perhaps, that in 
baptism we are clothed with a lifelong, baptism we are clothed with a lifelong, baptism we are clothed with a lifelong, baptism we are clothed with a lifelong, 
headheadheadhead----totototo----toe suit of forgiveness?  Maybe toe suit of forgiveness?  Maybe toe suit of forgiveness?  Maybe toe suit of forgiveness?  Maybe 
baptism is not a transaction by which baptism is not a transaction by which baptism is not a transaction by which baptism is not a transaction by which 
forgiveness forgiveness forgiveness forgiveness is given in return for is given in return for is given in return for is given in return for 
repentance, but rather a sacramental repentance, but rather a sacramental repentance, but rather a sacramental repentance, but rather a sacramental 
proclamation of the fact that we’re always proclamation of the fact that we’re always proclamation of the fact that we’re always proclamation of the fact that we’re always 
forgiven, always welcome home, and that forgiven, always welcome home, and that forgiven, always welcome home, and that forgiven, always welcome home, and that 
we will never have to do anything to earn we will never have to do anything to earn we will never have to do anything to earn we will never have to do anything to earn 
forgiveness.  We just have to shut up and forgiveness.  We just have to shut up and forgiveness.  We just have to shut up and forgiveness.  We just have to shut up and 
accept it.  That soundsaccept it.  That soundsaccept it.  That soundsaccept it.  That sounds    more more more more like the like the like the like the 
parable of the Forgiving Father.  parable of the Forgiving Father.  parable of the Forgiving Father.  parable of the Forgiving Father.  
Perhaps that’s what we’re supposed to Perhaps that’s what we’re supposed to Perhaps that’s what we’re supposed to Perhaps that’s what we’re supposed to 
mean when we acknowledge one baptism mean when we acknowledge one baptism mean when we acknowledge one baptism mean when we acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.for the forgiveness of sins.for the forgiveness of sins.for the forgiveness of sins.    
    

----Robert Farrar CaponRobert Farrar CaponRobert Farrar CaponRobert Farrar Capon 
 
 

 
 

  

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

 
 Volunteer Day at Community Servings    
 Saturday, January 19, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
 

 Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Breakfast      
 Boston Convention & Exhibition Center,  
 Monday, January 21, 8:00 a.m. 
 

 Saint Cecilia Town Meetings   Saturday and  
 Sunday, January 26 and 27, following all the  
 Masses. 
 

 6th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration   Saint  
 Cecilia Church, Saturday, February 2, 7:00 
 p.m.–12 midnight.  
 

 Distribution of Heifer International Ark 
 Banks   Sunday, February 3. 
 

 Ash Wednesday   Wednesday, February 6. 
 

 An Evening in Paris!   Come to an all French 
 organ concert including works by Messiaen, 
 Franck, Dupré, and Vierne.   Saint Cecilia 
 Church, Friday, February 8, 7:00 p.m.  
 Heinrich Christensen, organ. 
 

 Celebration of First Reconciliation   
 Saturday, February 9, 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

 
Note on the Calendar 
 



Today’s celebration of the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord marks the last day of the 
Christmas season.  This is our last chance to 
sing Christmas carols and to enjoy the beauty 
of our decorated church.  To commemorate 
this feast we replace the Penitential Rite with 
the Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling Holy 
Water.  This ritual reminds us that in our 
Baptism, we are united to Christ, the beloved 
Son.    Tomorrow begins a very brief period of 
Ordinary Time.  Easter falls early this year, so 
we have only three Sundays in Ordinary 
Time between Christmas and Lent. 
   
 
Advent Giving Tree:  Thank You  
 

from a Family from the YMCA’s  
 

Families in Transition Program 
 
We have received many thank you cards 
from recipients of your generosity this 
Christmas.  Here is one: 
  
Dear Friends, 
 
We would like to take a moment during this 
time of joy to show our gratitude and 
appreciation by saying “Thank you and may 
God bless you.”  God bless you all who took 
the time to make our family’s holiday so 
bright and cheerful during this hard time of 
our life. 
 
Bless the Lord for sending you all into our 
path.  Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.   
 
The Cazir Family 

 
 
 
 
 
Help Needed with Altar Linens 
 

We are on the lookout for volunteers to help 
us keep our purificators and corporals clean 
and pressed.  This would mean bringing 
these linens home with you and returning 
them the following Sunday.  If we get enough 
volunteers, we may only need to call upon 
you once every month or two.  If you think 
you may have the time to help care for our 
altar linens, please contact the parish office. 
 
 

 
First Reconciliation – February 9 
 
The Sacrament of First Reconciliation will be 
celebrated on Saturday, February 9th at 10:00 
a.m. for all children preparing for First 
Communion.  Parents should plan on being 
present for this celebration. 
 
 
Please Consider Advertising in 
Our Bulletin 
 
We’ve received many positive comments 
about our expanded bulletin. We’re happy 
that you like it! This new format is only an 
interim fix until we roll out a new design at 
the beginning of Lent.  This new bulletin will 
have a full color cover and full color 
advertisements.  We are now seeking 
parishioners who might consider sponsoring 
the bulletin through the placement of a full 
color ad. Our sponsors will enable us to 
produce an attractive, informative bulletin at 
no cost to the parish. If you would like more 
information about being a sponsor or helping 
to find sponsors, please e-mail Scott 
MacDonald at sj_macdonald@msn.com. We 
need your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
Low-Gluten Altar Bread Available 
 



If you have celiac disease, please let us know.  
We have a supply of low-gluten altar bread 
available for those who cannot tolerate 
gluten.  These hosts are prepared by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in 
Clyde, MO and have been endorsed by the 
quarterly magazine, Gluten-Free Living.  The 
bread is made with wheat starch and water.  
The gluten content is 0.01%.  It is made, 
stored, and shipped in a dedicated gluten-free 
environment.  For more information, please 
visit: 
http://www.benedictinesisters.org/bread/lo
w_gluten.php 
 
 
Spe Salvi – “Saved by Hope” 
 
Spe Salvi  (Latin: “Saved by Hope”) is an 
encyclical letter written by Pope Benedict XVI 
and promulgated on November 30, 2007, 
about the theological virtue of hope.  The title 
comes from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans:  
“Spe salvi facti sumus.” (“In hope we were 
saved.”)  You can find the complete text on 
the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops:  http://www.usccb.org/ 
 

Once you’ve read the encyclical, send us your 
thoughts and comments that we can share in 
the bulletin.  Perhaps if there’s enough 
interest, we can gather some evening to 
discuss it.  Comments can be sent to Scott 
MacDonald at:  sj_macdonald@msn.com. 
 
 
St. Cecilia Town Meetings – 
Weekend of January 26 
 
The parish meeting we had scheduled for 
Thursday, December 13 was cancelled due to 
the snow storm.  We have rescheduled to 
what we hope is a more convenient time for 
everyone.  We will have five “town meetings” 
on the weekend of January 26th, immediately 
following all the liturgies.  This will be a time 
to gather as a community to reflect on parish 

life and to consider how we can move 
forward in creative and life giving ways.  We 
need you to bring your hopes and ideas so 
that together we can fashion a shared vision 
of what Saint Cecilia will look like in the next 
five years.  We are very pleased to have Carol 
Guenther, an associate with the Reid Group 
who has been working with the parish staff, 
facilitating this meeting.  Carol will help us 
come up with a plan to move from vision to 
action.  We are very excited by what the 
future holds here and we strongly encourage 
you to take part in one of these meetings.  
 

Please note:  Religious Education will be cancelled 
so that all catechists can participate.  We are 
looking into providing child care after the 9:30 
litugy. 
 
 

 
 
Help Wanted at the Polls 
 
The Boston Election Department is currently 
recruiting election poll workers to staff the 
polls for the upcoming Presidential Primary 
on Tuesday, February 5, 2008.  Help is needed 
for all positions and locations throughout the 
City of Boston.  There is also a critical need 
for bilingual speakers of languages in 
addition to English (Spanish, Cape Verdean, 
Vietnamese, Chinese, Haitian Creole, 
Russian, Portuguese, and Somali) to serve as 
interpreters or bilingual election officers.  
There are stipends ranging from $135--$175 
for poll workers.  If you would like an 
application, please contact the parish office. 
 
Pine Street Women’s Inn Dinner 
– Tomorrow 



 

The next Pine Street Women’s Inn dinner will 
take place tomorrow, January 14th.  The Zicks, 
Dillon/Martin, and Bean families from our 
Religious Education Program will prepare the 
meal and serve it.  If you would like to help 
by contributing fresh fruit or a dessert, please 
bring your donation to the gathering space 
between the morning Masses on Sunday, 
January 13.  Please put your name on your 
donation and tell us what you’re 
contributing.   
 
 
 

Stewardship Opportunity Next 
Saturday at Community Servings 
 

Come join us from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. next 
Saturday, January 19th, when we volunteer in 
the kitchens of Community Servings.  We still 
need volunteers to assist in preparing and 
packaging nutritious meals for those who are 
homebound with life-threatening illnesses 
throughout Eastern Massachusetts.  No 
culinary skills required, but volunteers need 
to be at least 13 years of age.  Community 
Servings is conveniently located next to the 
Stony Brook T Station in Jamaica Plain.  To 
volunteer or for further information, please 
contact Mark Lippolt at: 
mark.lippolt@nemoves.com 
 
 
Protection of Children 
 
The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from 
harm and to educate its ministers and faithful 
about the nature of abuse, with a goal of 
increasing knowledge, creating a safe 
environment for children, and recognizing 
and reporting potentially dangerous 
situations.  In the vestibule we have copies of 
A Pocket guide to the Policies and Procedures for 
the Protection of Children.  The full text of the 
policy is also available in the vestibule and 
parish office, as well as on our webpage. 

 
 
Second Quarter Financial Report 
Available 
 
The parish financial report for the second 
quarter of Fiscal Year 2008 is available both in 
the vestibule and on-line at our website. 
 
 
Bereavement Support Group 
 
Caritas Good Samaritan Hospice is 
conducting a six-week bereavement support 
group beginning on Tuesday, January 29 at 
6:00 p.m.  The meetings will be held at Caritas 
Good Samaritan Hospice, 310 Allston Street, 
Brighton.  This group offers an opportunity to 
express grief after the loss of a loved one.  It 
will provide a safe and nurturing 
environment, under the direction of a trained 
facilitator.  Persons of all faiths are welcome 
and there is no charge.  For more information 
or to register, please call Margo Steinberg, 
LICSW at 617-566-6242. 
 
 
The Melrose Family Room 
 
The Melrose Family Room, a non-profit 
cooperative established in 1988 to provide a 
safe place for young children and families to 
gather, is holding their annual fundraiser on 
February 3, 2008 at the CoCo Key Water 
Resort at the Ferncroft Sheraton in Danvers.  
Discount tickets to New England’s premier 
indoor water park are available for 
$25/person (normal admission is $45) until 
January 28.  More information is available at 
their website:  www.melrosefamilyroom.org.  
More information on CoCo Key Water Resort  
is available at: 
www.cocokeyresort.com/index.php?/Boston
/index. 
Treasures from the Tradition 
 



Last year a rather eccentric quirk on the 
calendar hid this great feast on a Monday, but 
now it’s here for our delight on a Sunday, as 
it should be. In the old calendar (to 1969) this 
was the Octave Day of Epiphany, exactly as it 
is this year. It is the end of the Christmas 
season, and tomorrow we enter Ordinary 
Time.  
 
As we conclude the Christmas Season, there 
is one more treasure from our tradition worth 
mentioning. Everyone knows “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas.” English Catholics 
invented the song to teach the catechism to 
their children at the time of the Reformation. 
The partridge in a pear tree is, of course, Jesus 
in the Garden of Eden. Each number is a clue 
to help children memorize aspects of our 
faith. Two testaments in the Bible, three 
Persons in the Trinity (or the three virtues of 
faith, hope, and charity), the four evangelists, 
and the five golden rings are the Torah, the 
first five books of the Bible. Then we have the 
six days of creation, the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, the eight beatitudes, the nine 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, the ten 
commandments, the eleven faithful apostles, 
and the twelve points of belief in the 
Apostle’s Creed. For persecuted Catholics, 
this beloved carol helped the faithful to stay 
under the radar and have some fun passing 
on the tradition to their children. 
 
James A. Field, c. 2007 J.S.Paluch Company 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Study 
 

“You Are My Beloved” 



 
A few years ago I was privileged to write 
music for River of Light, which is the story of 
Jesus according to Luke. My librettist Michael 
Dennis Browne and I had a good time 
conceiving the opening scene in which many 
different people approached John the Baptist 
and spoke out their names as they were 
baptized. 
 
We needed specific names for the people, so I 
went to a friend who is also a scholar of the 
scriptures, Fr. Dennis Hamm. I told him I 
wanted names of people from the New 
Testament era, but I did not want them to 
sound formal and starchy. Daily names 
people used for short. Could he think of any? 
Dennis paused a fraction of a second and 
said, “you mean like ‘Jack the Dipper’?” 
 
The hilarity of the moment did not mask the 
fact that the word baptism does derive from a 
word meaning to dip. Nevertheless, I have 
repeated the story many times with great 
mirth. 
 
After we got a list of names, I went off to 
compose music for the scene, with Jesus as 
just another person in the lineup of people to 
be baptized. This differs a bit from the exact 
story presented to us in Matthew’s Gospel 
that we will hear Sunday, but it emphasizes 
Jesus’ humility. 
 
As you know, Jesus’ baptism had a 
spectacular climax. The heavens opened and 
Jesus saw the Holy Spirit descending upon 
him like a dove. He heard from heaven the 
following words: “You are my beloved and in 
you I am well pleased.” I loved writing music 
for these words. As it happened, the first 
violinist for the recording showed up with a 
Stradivarius, making the violin solo 
particularly poignant. 
 
The words are also echoes of the First 
Reading (from Isaiah) we will hear this 
Sunday. “Here is my chosen one with whom I 

am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit 
. . . ; a bruised reed he shall not break, and a 
smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he 
establishes justice on the earth.” Both 
readings are loving, equally gentle and filled 
with promise. 
 
What I did not realize even after several 
performances and a recording session was 
that this short sentence, put to music, would 
be the one everybody would chose as their 
favorite moment from the whole story. The 
tender voice of God, singing “You are my 
beloved and in you I am well pleased” seems 
to have captured many hearts. I suspect 
people hear God’s voice saying the same 
thing to them.  
 
God’s love for us naturally evokes our mutual 
love for God. Jesus heard the voice of love 
and immediately went to the desert to 
prepare the giving of his whole life to God in 
gratitude. If you and I ever begin to grasp the 
meaning of “You are my beloved,” we too 
will begin to live our lives out of thankfulness 
to the One who stands behind the words. 
 
Jack the Dipper started it all for me. That 
hilarious nickname started me toward an 
understanding of what the sacrament of 
Baptism means, even if it is the Baptism of the 
Lord. It says loud and clear to the infant or 
the adult being baptized, “Come in.  Be 
washed. You are much beloved to God and to 
the Church.” 
 
I hope you and I can remember those words 
all the days of our lives. 
 

Fr. John Foley, S.J., Center for Liturgy, 
St. Louis University 
 
 
 
 


