Baptism of the Lord
13 January 2008
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Springs of water,
Bless the lord,
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does that mean? Does it mean simply
that baptism forgives all the sins you've
committed up to the moment the water
hits you? In that case, it's a bit hard on
the kiddies. All the subsequent sins
which a baptized infant commits during his
entire life will have to be dragged, one by
one, before some ticket window or other
and processed. If that's the case, it
would be smarter to borrow a page from
that hard-headed businessman, the
emperor Constantine, and postpone
baptism until just before death: One
blanket policy covers all.

Or could it mean, perhaps, that in
baptism we are clothed with a lifelong,
head-to-toe suit of forgiveness? Maybe
baptism is not a transaction by which
forgiveness is given in return for
repentance, but rather a sacramental
proclamation of the fact that we're always
forgiven, always welcome home, and that
we will never have to do anything to earn
forgiveness. We just have to shut up and
accept it. That sounds more like the
parable of the Forgiving Father.
Perhaps that's what we're supposed to
mean when we acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.

-Robert Farrar Capon
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3.

Note on the Calendar
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Help Needed with Altar Linens Low-Gluten Altar Bread Available
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Spe Salvi — “Saved by Hope”
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St. Cecilia Town Meetings —
Weekend of January 26
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Pine Street Women’s Inn Dinner
— Tomorrow
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Second Quarter Financial Report
Available
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Stewardship Opportunity Next
Saturday at Community Servings
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Bereavement Support Group
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The Melrose Family Room
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Treasures from the Tradition
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Scripture Study

“You Are My Beloved”
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