Practice of Hope

An organization that offers weeklong, Christ-centered mission opportunities
for12to19yearoldsis YouthWorks! Based in Minneapolis, MN, YouthWorks!
has sites in urban and rural settings in the U.S., Puerto Rico and Mexico.
Organizerssay thatwhen the youth cross borders of race and culture and leave
their comfort zones behind, they offer more than hope and help. The ‘works’
in the name is about what God does in lives when allowed. Would you like to
support someone who is acting as “a light to the nations”? Go to www.youth-
works.com-and don’t forget to pray for these young people as they learn what
‘servant leadership’ is about.

Scripure Insights

“What, then, will thischild be?”” The biblical narratives of the birth of John the
Baptist, filled with echoes and allusions to numerous birth narratives fromthe
Old Testament, leave no doubt. This child “will be great in the sight of the
Lord.” Aswith many of the great patriarchsand prophets of Israel, aheavenly
messenger foretold John’s birth. As with many of these figures, he was born
toabarrenwoman. Inthe Old Testament, “childrenare agift from the Lord”;
and barrenness, a disgrace. Elizabeth, like Sarah before her, was not only
barren, she was beyond child-bearing years. Thus, this child signified God’s
special favor, as his name “John” implies (““Yahweh has shown favor”).

Not only was the birth of John a sign of God’s favor for Elizabeth, but for all
Israel. As with the Servant in Isaiah 49:1-6, and Jeremiah, whose call is
recounted in the first reading for the Vigil for today’s Solemnity, God named
and missioned this child before he was born. He would be one who could go
forth “in the spiritand power of Elijah...to prepare a people fit for the Lord.”

The last line of today’s Gospel moves us beyond the birth to those hidden years
of growth and becoming “stronginspirit,” yearsinthe desert—that traditional
place of encounter with God. John stayed in the desert, until the day of his
“manifestation” to Israel, when at the bidding of “the word of God,” he came
forth, proclaiming a baptism of repentance, preparing the way of the Lord.
Look, then, at what this child became.

At Home with the Word 2007. Reprinted with permission. Liturgy Training Publications.
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Saint Cecilia Church

www.stceciliaboston.org

30 St. Cecilia Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02115
Phone-617-536-4548/Fax-617-536-1781

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
email: mdonohoe@rcn.com
Richard Clark, Director of Music, Organist
email: StCeciliaMusic@aol.com
Scott MacDonald, Director of Rel. Education
email: sj_macdonald@msn.com
Paula Telage, Business Manager
email: pgrummett@hotmail.com
Genevieve Fiorente, Administrative Asst.

In Residence
Rev. Thomas A. Mahoney

Access for the Disabled

Both the church and parish hall are
accessible by elevator.

Parking

Two hours of free parking for parishioners
is available before 1:00 p.m. on Sundays at
the Fitz-Inn Auto Park at Belvidere and
Dalton Streets. Reduced rate parking is
available with validation on Sundays in the
Prudential Center Garage.

A Catholic Community in the Heart of the Back Bay

Liturgy Schedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday, 7:30 a.m.

Holy Days, 7:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 4:30-4:50 p.m., and by appt.

Christian Initiation

Infant Baptisms: Baptisms are
celebrated at the 9:30 and 11:00
Sunday Masses and should be
scheduled one month in advance.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:
The parish welcomes those seeking
fuller participation in the life of the
Church. Classes run from September
to May. Contact the rectory for more
information.

Sacrament of Marriage

Couples preparing for marriage
should contact the rectory at least six
months in advance.

Religious Education

Classes are held after the 9:30 Mass.

CAP Team Members

G. DiSanto - gin250boston@yahoo.com
P. Quilty - nursempeg@aol.com




Nativity of St. John the Baptist
June 24, 2007
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Ministers of the Liturgy

Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, presider
CynthiaWanner, lector
Richard Barry, eucharistic minister
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.
Rev. David Beauregard, OMV, presider
Louvere Walker, lector
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Thomas Gariepy, CSC, presider
Randy O’Connor & Rosaria Salerno, lectors
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Thomas Gariepy, CSC, presider
Matthieu Biger & Paul Schreier, lectors

Special Intention

Sunday, June 24, 11:00 a.m.
Sr. Giovanna Marie, Special Intention

The centerpiece of the gospel for this solemnity
is the naming of John, which means “the Lord
isgracious.” The Lord isgracious, certainly, in
granting Zechariah and Elizabeth a son: gra-
cious, certainly, in sending John to herald the
coming of Jesus (see second reading); but most
gracious in sending the Son to bring
“salvation...to the ends of the earth” (first
reading). In celebrating the birth of John the
Baptist we are, indeed, celebrating the mani-
fold graciousness of God in granting us salva-
tion. Living Liturgyd, Nativity of St. John
the Baptist 2007

Give Blood!

The American Red Cross is currently facing a
critical blood shortage. Across the Northeast,
supplies are down by almost 2700 units, and
summer isalwaysachallenging time for recruit-
ing donors. Please consider this wonderful op-
portunity togive of yourselfinthe mostconcrete
of ways. Call 1-800-GIVE LIFE or visit
www.newenglandblood.org today. Thank you!

Praying the Rosary

On Sunday mornings at 7:15 a.m., parishioners
are gathering in the church to pray the rosary
together before the 8:00 a.m. Mass. All are
welcomel!

New Choir Members

We are always seeking singers and instrumen-
taliststo joinusatthe 9:30a.m., 11:00 a.m., and
6:00 p.m. Masses. Ifyou have amusical talent to
share with the community, we would love to
have you join us. Please contact Richard Clark
at617-536-4548 or StCeciliaMusic@aol.com. For
more info about the music program visit our
website and click on “Saint Cecilia Music.”

Dave Buerger in Concert

St. Cecilia Music’s own Dave Buerger will be
performingatthe Berklee Performance Center
with Odaiko New England presentinganevening
concertas partofthe Berklee College of Music’s
Percussion Festival. The programwill highlight
the dynamism and exhilaration of kumi-daiko
(Japanese ensemble drumming). Compositions
based ontraditional Japanese folk rhythms, and
contemporary compositionswill be performed.
136 Massachusetts Ave. Monday, June 25, 7:30
p.m. $4,617-266-1400.

2007 Catholic Appeal Update
Thankyoutoall supportersof the 2007 Catholic
Appeal. Our parish has raised $15,331 from 30
households, reaching 52% percent of our parish
goal of $29,500. If you have notyetgiven, please
consider agift today and help us meet our goal.
Remember, our parishwill receive 25 percent of
all fundswe raise above our goal. Soeach gifthas
the potential to increase parish revenue while
still supporting the ministries funded by the
Catholic Appeal. You can pick up information
packets with pledge forms in the back of the
church to be mailed in, or for more information
please visitwww.BostonCatholicAppeal.comor
call 617-779-3700. Thank you.

Eucharistic Visitation

Ifyouare aware of anyone who ishomebound for
any reasonwhowould like to receive the Eucha-
rist, please call the parish office.

Coffee Hour
Join us after the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Masses for
coffee in the parish hall.

Parish Registration

If you are new to the parish, or if you are a
regular communicant who has never formally
registered as a parishioner, there are registra-
tion forms at the rear of the church for this
purpose. You canalso register online by visiting
ourwebsite: www.stceciliaboston.org. Thispar-
ish is only as strong and vital as its members.
Takethatfirststepand letus knowwhoyouare!



