
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

18 November 2007 
 

 
 

 

  Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

  Saturday, 5:00 p..m. 
     Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, presider 
     Chris Orrell, lector 
     Richard Barry, eucharistic minister 
  Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
     Rev. David Beauregard, OMV, presider 
     Bob Murphy, lector 
  Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
     Rev. John Unni, presider 
     Catherine Horsley & Kurt Cerulli, 
       lectors 
  Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
     Rev. James Shaughnessy, S.J., presider 
     Joe Castellano & Bryant Loftin, lectors 
  Sunday, 6:00 p.m. 
     Rev. John Unni, presider 
     Letitia Howland & Beth O’Meara, lectors 
 

 

Special Intentions 
 

Sunday, November 18, 9:30 a.m. 
   Mary G. O’Hara, Anniversary 
Sunday, November 18, 11:00 a.m. 
   Katherine Holly Riley, Memorial 
Monday, November 20, 7:30 a.m. 
   Carl & Annie Perry, Memorial 
Wednesday, November 21, 7:30 a.m. 
   Rita Sudol, Memorial 
 
 
 

 Flowers 
 

The flowers in front of the altar and in the gathering     
space are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Katherine Holly Riley, by her parents, Philip 
and Kathy Riley. 
 

 
 

Prayers & Occasions 
 

This afternoon we celebrate baptism for Julianna 
Maureen Clark, daughter of Richard and Kara Clark.  
Congratulations Richard and Kara and to the Clark and 
Gretschel families. 

Please pray for all our sick, especially Edward Machado, 
Pat McCarthy, Roy Pille, Mary Cassidy, Jim Hayes, Paul 
Morrell, Charlie Gaskill, John Ullrich, OFM, Maryellen 
Dyer, Katelyn Cardnay and Mary Hynes. 
 

Pray for safe journeys for all who travel this week.  
Remember those who bear the strain of separation from 
loved ones, especially those who are in the military and in 
difficult circumstances. 
 

Pray for the victims of the recent floods in the southern 
Mexican states of Tabasco and Chiapas. 
 

Take a few moments to say a prayer before the beautiful 
quilt that hangs from the choir loft.  We remember in 
prayer the men and women whose names are inscribed 
on this quilt. 
 

“For God now rejoices over you. With happy song, God will dance 
for you with shouts of joy.”  Zephaniah 3:17 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars… 
 

Thanksgiving Mass & Vigil of the Memorial of Saint 
Cecilia  Wednesday, Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Arrival of the Giving Tree   Sunday, Dec. 2. 
 

Opening Mass of the Bicentennial Year of the 
Archdiocese of Boston   Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2:00 p.m. 
 

Holiday Pops!   Wednesday, Dec. 19, 8:00 p.m. with 
pre-concert cocktails at St. Cecilia at 6:00. Tickets sales 
will begin soon. 
 

Greening of the Church   Join us as we decorate the 
church, eat lunch, and sing carols.  Saturday, Dec. 22, 
9:30 a.m. 
 

Solemn Mass for the Vigil of Christmas   Join us for 
this solemn celebration of the Nativity of the Lord with 
carol sing, blessing of the manger, and the texts and 
prayers of Midnight Mass.  5:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Morning Mass   9:30 a.m.  Please note, this 
is the only Mass being celebrated this morning. 



“Your Medication, Your Health” 
Medication Screening Today! 
 

During the coffee hour after this morning’s 11:00 liturgy, 
registered pharmacists will be available to provide 
private, personal consultations.  Bring your prescription 
medications, over-the-counter medications, and herbal 
supplements to this screening.  We are grateful for the 
Phi Delta Chi, Eta Chapter at Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, who are sponsoring this 
event. 
 

Prayers for Our Sick & Eucharist for 
Those at Home 
 

If you or someone you know is sick and would like to be 
added to our weekly prayer list, please telephone the 
parish office or e-mail Scott MacDonald.  If you know 
someone who cannot be present at the Sunday 
celebration but would like to receive the Eucharist, 
please let us know.  We are always happy to arrange for 
Holy Communion to be brought to individuals who are 
homebound. 
 

Sale to Benefit St. Francis House 
 

On the first weekend of Advent (December 1-2), please 
visit the display table in the gathering space after all 
Masses to see a variety of calendars, Christmas cards, gift 
cards, and books—all handmade with original designs.  
All proceeds from the sale of these items will support the 
important ministry to the homeless offered by St. Francis 
House.  For more information, please contact Deb Dyer 
by phone (617-527-6403) or e-mail 
dyerandmoondancer@hotmail.com.  
 

Art Exhibition by Parishioner  Joe Hayes 
 

Local author, artist, and Saint Cecilia parishioner, Joe 
Hayes will be having a showing of his recent work on 
Saturday, December 1, from 2:00 – 5:00 in the afternoon, 
at Calamus Bookstore, 92 South Street, Boston.  Joe is 
the author of This Thing Called Courage; Now 
Batting for Boston; and A Map of the Harbor 
Islands.  
 

Religious Education Note 
 

Please note that there are no Religious Education classes 
next Sunday due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Mass of Remembrance for Deceased 
Survivors of Abuse 
 

In 2002, we were shocked and saddened by the flood of 
reports of sexual abuse of children by priests.  The 
impact of this terrible betrayal of childhood trust and 
innocence is devastating.  May still carry a heavy burden 
of sorrow and suffering and wonder if their Church still 

cares about them and their families.  On Wednesday, 
November 28 at 7:30 p.m., Bishop John Dooher will 
celebrate a Mass of Remembrance for survivors of clergy 
abuse who have died.  This Mass will be held at Our 
Lady Help of Christians Church, 573 Washington Street 
in Newton.  Together, let us remember these beloved 
children of God.  Let us pray for an outpouring of God’s 
mercy, love, and peace for all who grieve.  And, as we 
remember, let us pray as one for the continued healing of 
all survivors, their families, and for our Church.  All are 
welcome to attend. 

 

 
 
Mexican Floods Disaster – Can You 
Help? 
 

The southern Mexican states of Tabasco and Chiapas 
have been affected for several days by massive floods 
that have displaced over 1 million people, all in great 
need of clothing, food, water, and medical attention.  
This is one of the largest natural disasters in recent 
Mexican history and has been likened to Hurricane 
Katrina in New Orleans.  Without a proper response, the 
situation will severely deteriorate in the next few weeks.  
If you would like to help, please visit the website of the 
American Red Cross:   
 
http://www.redcross.org/news/in/profiles/intl_profile_
mexicanfloods.html  
 
Or, call: 1-800-HELP NOW or 1-800-257-7575 
(Spanish) 



A Big Thank You from the Saint Cecilia 
Food Group! 
 

The Saint Cecilia Food Group is grateful to all who 
contributed to the Pine Street Women’s Inn dinner last 
Monday evening.  A special thank you to the 
Cooney/Quigley, Henderson, and Eagan/Curtis families 
from the Religious Education Program who prepared 
and served the meal.  Additional thanks to those 
parishioners who contributed fresh fruit, desserts, and 
their time to the meal:  John Connelly, Katie Dammann, 
Deb Dyer, Joanne Fitzgerald, the Hanley/Gels family, 
Catherine Horsley, the Kesting/Handly family, Mary 
Jane Kinne, Michele Maniscalco, Denise McCarthy, 
Sister Pat, Stephanie Yeow, and an anonymous Yankee 
fan (!) who attended Mass last Sunday morning and who 
donated money to the dinner. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Next Dinner at the Pine Street 
Women’s Inn 
 

On the second Monday of the month, a group of 
families from the Saint Cecilia Religious Education 
Program prepare and serve a hot meal for some 80 to 
100 homeless women at the Pine Street Inn in the South 
End.  The next dinner is Monday, December 10th.   If 
you would like to contribute fresh fruit or a dessert, 
please bring the donation to the rear of the church 
between the morning Masses on Sunday, December 9th.  
If you would like more information about the dinners,  
please contact E. Jane Smith via e-mail:  
ejsmith@providers.org. 

 
 
 
 

NU Catholic Center News 
 

� There will NOT be a NULife meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 21 due to the Thanksgiving 
break.  NULife meetings will resume on 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 7:30 p.m.   

 
� Please join us for our potluck Thanksgiving 

dinner on Monday, Nov. 19 at 7:00 p.m.  One 
non-perishable canned good is required for 
admission.  We hope to see you there! 

 
� Alternative Spring Break Service Trip – March 2 

– March 8.  Come with the CCNU to help with 
hurricane relief!  Informational meeting 
TONIGHT, Sunday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Catholic Center (68 St. Stephen Street). 

 
� Coming Soon…Christmas Tree Lighting, Ice 

Skating on the Frog Pond, Bake Sale, Christmas, 
Hanukkah Event…keep an eye out! 

 
If you have any questions or would like more 
information, e-mail Jaclyn at: snell.j@neu.edu, or call the 
Catholic Center at:  617-373-8964. 
 

 

 

A Note from Father John… 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we approach our celebration of Thanksgiving this 
week, I’d like to say how grateful to God I am for this 
community here at St. Cecilia’s. There is so much that 
goes into making this place vibrant and, without you 
folks, it would not be the parish community that it is! On 
behalf of the priests who assist us at our liturgies, Fr. 
Tom Gariepy, CSC, Fr. Tom Mahoney, the Oblates of 
the Virgin Mary and the Jesuits, know how thankful we 
are and how much we appreciate this community. You 
give us life! 
 
Whatever your plans for this Thanksgiving, whether with 
others or alone, I wish you abundance at your table, 
safety in your journeys, open  hands to share with the 
poor, and a grateful heart in us all ! 
                        Happy Thanksgiving! 
With affection, 
 
Fr. John 
  

 



Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr, 
Patroness of Church Music 
 

Blessed Cecilia, appear in visions 
To all musicians, appear and inspire:  

Translated daughter, come down and startle 
Composing mortals with immortal fire. 

  
W.H. Auden 

  
The patronal feast of our parish is celebrated this 
Thursday, November 22. 
  
Saint Cecilia, so often glorified in the fine arts and in 
poetry, is one of the most venerated martyrs of Christian 
antiquity.  The oldest historical account of St. Cecilia is 
found in the Martyrologium Hieronymianum (the first 
universal martyrology--a medieval list of martyrs); from 
this, it is evident that her feast was celebrated in the 
Roman Church in the fourth century. 
  
Saint Cecilia was born in Rome in the second or third 
century. Though little is known of her life, it is believed 
that she was an early Christian who devoted her life to 
God and the conversion of fellow Romans to Christ. 
Cecilia was sentenced to death because of her beliefs and 
was buried near the papal crypt in the catacombs. Her 
association with music comes from a line in an account 
of her life written in the fifth century which mentions 
that she sang to God in her heart on her wedding day. 
 
When the Academy of Music was founded at Rome in 
1584, Cecilia was made patroness of the institute, 
whereupon her veneration as patroness of church music 
became more universal.  Today, Cecilian societies 
(musical associations) exist everywhere.  Cecilia's name 
appears in the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I of the 
Mass), where we pray: "For ourselves, too, we ask some share 
in the fellowship of the apostles and martyrs,...Felicity, Perpetua, 
Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia and all the saints." 
 

Practice of Hope 
 
Sometimes the harmony in the choir loft results in more 
than beautiful music.  In the right circumstances, the 
blending of voices and lives may provide a counterpoint 
to the discord of a hurting world. That’s what happened 
when a downtown parish in Peoria, IL invited guests in 
its meal program to be part of a festival choir for the 
feast of St. Francis of Assisi.  Not only did this give the 
men a chance to feed the souls of those who feed then 

with food and love, it also enabled them to praise the 
God who provides for them daily.  As they sang, wars, 
hurricanes, and unemployment were forgotten, and we 
received a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven.  On 
November 22, we honor St. Cecilia and the power of 
music to make God present in our lives.  Find a way to 
add your voice to the song. 

 
Scripture Insights 
 
As we move toward the end of the Church year, our 
thoughts are directed to the end of time.  We look to that 
day of punishment and retribution, when the just will be 
rewarded and the wicked doomed to destruction.  As we 
hear in Malachi, that “day” was of special interest to the 
prophets, commissioned as they were to speak a word of 
hope to a suffering people.  The New Testament seems 
particularly interested in the timing of this day and on the 
signs that precede it, as in today’s Gospel.  Repeatedly, 
God’s people are called to watchfulness, readiness, and a 
willingness to suffer. 
 
The scriptures portray such suffering as inevitable – and 
indeed, paradoxical.  Note the seeming contradiction 
between Luke 21:18 and verses 12-17.  In verse 19 is the 
key, “by your endurance you will secure (‘acquire’) your 
lives.”  God’s people must never forget that the day 
when the blazing fire of his anger destroys all wickedness 
will also be the day when they healing rays of light and 
love will restore the righteous. 
 
It is this promise of vindication that leads believers to 
pray for the hastening of the day of the Lord’s coming, 
and indeed to celebrate it, as in today’s Psalm 98.  For 
those who are faithful, the day of the Lord will indeed be 
a day of redemption.  Sustained by this hope, may we, 
too, long for the day of his coming. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus does not see what others see.  The crowd looks upon the 
beauty of the Temple; Jesus sees when it will be a pile of rubble. 
The crowd sees wars, earthquakes, famines, etc. as terrifying; Jesus 
sees them as the beginning of the end.  Jesus sees the end of time not 
as the end of life, but as the time when we will secure our lives.  In 
every case, Jesus sees the immediate happenings in the context of 
God’s eternal plan – a vision which calls us to hope and courage.  
Living LiturgyTM,, Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2007 

 
 

 



Prayers for Our Sick & Eucharist 
for Those at Home 
 

If you or someone you know is sick and would like 
to be added to our weekly prayer list, please 
telephone the parish office or e-mail Scott 
MacDonald.  If you know someone who cannot be 
present at the Sunday celebration but would like to 
receive the Eucharist, please let us know.  We are 
always happy to arrange for Holy Communion to be 
brought to individuals who are homebound. 
 

Sale to Benefit St. Francis House 
 

Next weekend, please visit the display table in the 
gathering space after all Masses to see a variety of 
calendars, Christmas cards, gift cards, and books—
all handmade with original designs.  All proceeds 
from the sale of these items will support the 
important ministry to the homeless offered by St. 
Francis House.  For more information, please 
contact Deb Dyer by phone (617-527-6403) or e-
mail dyerandmoondancer@hotmail.com.  
 

Meet the Artist 
 

Local author, artist, and Saint Cecilia parishioner, 
Joe Hayes will be having a showing of his recent 
work on Saturday, December 1, from 2:00 – 5:00 in 
the afternoon, at Calamus Bookstore, 92 South 

Street, Boston.  Joe is the author of This Thing 
Called Courage; Now Batting for Boston; and A 
Map of the Harbor Islands.  
 

Religious Education Note 
 

Please note that there are no Religious Education 
classes today due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Mass of Remembrance for 
Deceased Survivors of Abuse 
 

In 2002, we were shocked and saddened by the 
flood of reports of sexual abuse of children by 
priests.  The impact of this terrible betrayal of 
childhood trust and innocence is devastating.  May 
still carry a heavy burden of sorrow and suffering 
and wonder if their Church still cares about them 
and their families.  This Wednesday, November 28 
at 7:30 p.m., Bishop John Dooher will celebrate a 
Mass of Remembrance for survivors of clergy abuse 
who have died.  This Mass will be held at Our Lady 
Help of Christians Church, 573 Washington Street 
in Newton.  Together, let us remember these 
beloved children of God.  Let us pray for an 
outpouring of God’s mercy, love, and peace for all 
who grieve.  And, as we remember, let us pray as 
one for the continued healing of all survivors, their 
families, and for our Church.  All are welcome to 
attend. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


