
Solemnity of Christ the King 
 

25 November 2007 
 

Thirty-fourth and Last Sunday of the Liturgical Year 
 

 

 

   Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

   Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
      Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, presider 
      Chris Orrell, lector 
      Richard Barry, eucharistic minister 
   Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
      Rev. David Beauregard, OMV,  
       presider 
      Mike Mulka, lector 
   Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
      Rev. Thomas Gariepy, CSC, presider 
      Kurt Cerulli & Rosaria Salerno, 
        lectors 
   Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
      Rev. John Unni,  presider 
      Bob Mann & Stephanie Buscaglia, 
       lectors 
   Sunday, 6:00 p.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Nellie Moore & Fred Bachofner,  
       lectors 
 

 

Special Intentions 
 

Sunday, November 25, 8:00 a.m. 
   Margaret Kelleher, Memorial 
Sunday, November 25, 11:00 a.m. 
   Dorothy O’Brien, Memorial 
Monday, November 26, 7:30 a.m. 
   Claude Labonte, Memorial 
 

Prayers & Occasions 
 

On Saturday afternoon we celebrated baptism for 
Connor William Kolano, son of Stephen & Amy 
Kolano. 
 
Today we celebrate baptism at the 11:00 for Emma 
Lauren Hernandez, daughter of Jay & Colleen 
Hernandez.  
 

 
Please pray for all our sick, especially Charley 
Stanton, K. Champoux, Viella Prevost, Nancy 

Nigro, Edward Machado, Pat McCarthy, Roy Pille, 
Mary Cassidy, and Jim Hayes. 
 

Be mindful of the men and women serving in the 
military.  Ask God to keep them safe from all harm 
and bring them safely home. 
 

Pray for the victims of the recent floods in the 
southern Mexican states of Tabasco and Chiapas. 
 

This is the last weekend for our Altar of 
Remembrance.  If you do not take your photos 
home this weekend, they will be kept inside the 
sacristy for you. 
 

Congratulations to Mike Lowell for signing a three-
year deal with the Boston Red Sox!   
 
 

 

 Mark Your Calendars… 
 
 Arrival of the Giving Tree   Next Sunday, Dec. 2. 
 
 Opening Mass of the Bicentennial Year of the  
 Archdiocese of Boston   Cathedral of the Holy 
 Cross, Next Sunday, Dec. 2, 2:00 p.m. 
 
 Holiday Pops!   Wednesday, Dec. 19, 8:00 p.m. 
 with pre-concert cocktails at St. Cecilia at 6:00.  
 Ticket sales will begin soon. 
 
 Greening of the Church   Join us as we decorate 
 the church, eat lunch, and sing carols.  Saturday,  
 Dec. 22, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 Solemn Mass for the Vigil of Christmas   Join us  
 for this solemn celebration of the Nativity of the 
 Lord with carol sing, blessing of the manger, and 
 the texts and prayers of Midnight Mass.  5:00 p.m. 
 
 Christmas Morning Mass   9:30 a.m.  Please note, 
 this is the only Mass being celebrated this morning. 
 

 



Sale to Benefit St. Francis House 
 

Next Sunday, please visit the display table in the 
gathering space after all Masses to see a variety of 
calendars, Christmas cards, gift cards, and books—
all handmade with original designs.  All proceeds 
from the sale of these items will support the 
important ministry to the homeless offered by St. 
Francis House.  For more information, please 
contact Deb Dyer by phone (617-527-6403) or e-
mail dyerandmoondancer@hotmail.com.  
 

Thank You from the Loft 
 

A special thank you to the dozens of volunteers 
who made last week’s Saint Cecilia Day concert a 
warm and joyous celebration. Hundreds in 
attendance enjoyed music, both ancient and new, 
from many cultures.  Members of all three Saint 
Cecilia choirs/ensembles teamed up with Youth pro 
Musica to form a choir of over 60 voices.  Under 
the direction of nationally renowned organist and 
distinguished music educator, Peter Krasinski, 
Youth pro Musica is comprised of children drawn 
from over thirty communities in and around 
Boston.  Keep an eye out for upcoming concerts in 
2008 via the bulletin and the parish website. 
 

Meet the Artist:  Joe Hayes 
 

Local author, artist, and Saint Cecilia parishioner, 
Joe Hayes will be having a showing of his recent 
work next Saturday, December 1, from 2:00 – 5:00 
in the afternoon, at Calamus Bookstore, 92 South 
Street, Boston.  Joe is the author of This Thing 
Called Courage; Now Batting for Boston; and A 
Map of the Harbor Islands.  
 

Holy Family Shelter Meal 
 

The next shelter meal is tomorrow, Monday, 
November 26 and we are looking for help cooking, 
serving, and providing desserts.  If you’d like to help 
us cook, please come to the rectory at 2:00 p.m. on 
Monday. If you’d like to help serve, please meet us 
at the rectory by 4:30 p.m.  If you are able to 
provide a dessert for the meal, please deliver it to 
the rectory on Monday before 4:30 p.m.  For more 
information, please contact Jenny Jones at 617-283-
7927. 
 

Religious Education Note 
 

Please note that there are no Religious Education 
classes today due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Mass of Remembrance for Deceased 
Survivors of Abuse 
 

In 2002, we were shocked and saddened by the 
flood of reports of sexual abuse of children by 
priests.  The impact of this terrible betrayal of 
childhood trust and innocence is devastating.  Many 
still carry a heavy burden of sorrow and suffering 
and wonder if their Church still cares about them 
and their families.  This Wednesday, November 28 
at 7:30 p.m., Bishop John Dooher will celebrate a 
Mass of Remembrance for survivors of clergy abuse 
who have died.  This Mass will be held at Our Lady 
Help of Christians Church, 573 Washington Street 
in Newton.  Together, let us remember these 
beloved children of God.  Let us pray for an 
outpouring of God’s mercy, love, and peace for all 
who grieve.  And, as we remember, let us pray as 
one for the continued healing of all survivors, their 
families, and for our Church.  All are welcome to 
attend. 

 

 
 

 
99.5 WCRB-FM Concert Broadcast 
from Saint Cecilia 
 

For those of you who were busy watching Game 6 
of the Red Sox in the ALCS, here is another 
opportunity to listen to organist Mark Husey playing 
the Smith & Gilbert Organs, recorded live at Saint 
Cecilia in October.  Next Sunday, December 2nd 
from 7:00–7:30 a.m., 99.5 WCRB-FM will broadcast 
Husey performing eclectic and modern works by 
Cook, Duruflé and Langlais.  If you are out of town, 
you can still listen to the concert streaming live on 
the web at www.WCRB.com.  
 



Prayers for Our Sick & Eucharist for 
Those at Home 
 

If you or someone you know is sick and would like 
to be added to our weekly prayer list, please 
telephone the parish office or e-mail Scott 
MacDonald.  If you know someone who cannot be 
present at the Sunday celebration but would like to 
receive the Eucharist, please let us know.  We are 
always happy to arrange for Holy Communion to be 
brought to individuals who are homebound. 

 
Help us Care for the Poor 
 

At least a few times each day, homeless men and 
women ring the rectory bell looking for warm 
clothing, something to eat, or a donation.  These 
visits are opportunities to respond in charity and 
love to the needs of some of the least of God’s 
people.  In addition to sometimes giving out money, 
we like to be able to give people a gift card to a local 
eatery, supermarket, drugstore, or someplace where 
they can purchase clothing (Target or Marshalls).  
We are running low on these cards and are 
appealing to you for more.  While you are out 
shopping, why not purchase a gift card and drop it 
in the collection basket at Mass.  This is an easy but 
good way to respond to the Gospel call to service. 
 

“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that 
you do unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
 

 
 

World AIDS Day 
 

Next Sunday we will commemorate World AIDS 
Day (the official date is December 1).  Fr. Jon 
Fuller, SJ, MD will preside at the 11:00 liturgy.  Fr. 
Fuller, in addition to being a member of the Society 
of Jesus (Jesuits), is also a physician.  Since 1983, Fr. 
Fuller has provided health care for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS. His practice is based out of 
Boston Medical Center where he serves as the 
Associate Director of the Clinical AIDS program. 
 

Before the Prayer of the Faithful, designated 
members of the assembly will come forward and 
prayerfully read the 138 names inscribed on our 
AIDS quilt.  We will remember and offer thanks for 
the lives of these men and women cut short by 
AIDS. 
 
"As members of the Church and society, we have a 
responsibility to stand in solidarity with and reach out with 
compassion and understanding to those exposed to or 
experiencing this disease. We must provide spiritual and 
pastoral care as well as medical and social services for them 
and support for their families and friends.” 
 

(The Many Faces of AIDS: A Gospel Response.  – U.S. 
Catholic Conference Administrative Board) 

 

Help Us Continue to Build 
Community Next Sunday 
 

Next Sunday is Hospitality Sunday, and nothing 
builds community like good food!  As you know, on 
the first Sunday of each month we like to offer 
more than donuts after the 9:30 and 11:00 liturgies.  
We are in need of the following: 
 

� People to assist with hosting:  helping to 
make coffee, assisting with set-up and clean-
up. 

 
� People to bring food to share (baked goods, 

fruit, cheese & crackers, etc.). 
 

If you can help by hosting or bringing food, please 
contact Scott MacDonald this week. 
 (sj_macdonald@msn.com or 617-536-4548). 
 
Mexican Floods Disaster – Can You 
Help? 
 

The southern Mexican states of Tabasco and 
Chiapas have been affected for several days by 
massive floods that have displaced over 1 million 
people, all in great need of clothing, food, water, 
and medical attention.  This is one of the largest 
natural disasters in recent Mexican history and has 
been likened to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.  
Without a proper response, the situation will 
severely deteriorate in the next few weeks.  If you 
would like to help, please visit the website of the 
American Red Cross:   
 
http://www.redcross.org/news/in/profiles/intl_pr
ofile_mexicanfloods.html  
 



Or, call: 1-800-HELP NOW or 1-800-257-7575 
(Spanish) 
 

Advent Giving Tree Preview 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent (next Sunday), our 
Advent Giving Tree will greet you when you come 
to church.  Hanging on the tree will be tags that are 
color-coded to four specific organizations and will 
indicate what Christmas gift is needed.  The full 
details will be announced next weekend, but here is 
a preview. 
 
The first organization is Project Hope in 
Dorchester.  Project Hope is a multi-service agency 
at the forefront of efforts in Boston to move 
families beyond homelessness and poverty.  Under 
the direction of Sr. Margaret Leonard, Project Hope 
is a leader not only in efforts to end family 
homelessness, but to prevent it in the first place 
with a mission of partnering with families to move 
up and out of poverty.  The multi-service agency 
provides low-income women with children access to 
education, jobs, housing and emergency services; 
fosters their personal transformation; and works for 
broader systems change.  
 
The second organization is Boston Medical Center’s 
Elders Living at Home Program.  ELAHP 
provides a range of temporary and emergency 
housing and case management services to older men 
and women who are homeless or at imminent risk 
of becoming homeless.  The ultimate goal is to help 
them locate and maintain a permanent residence.  
Each client’s unique needs and abilities are 
responded to in a creative and flexible way, and staff 
work collaboratively with other community-based 
agencies to coordinate the mix of supportive 
services that will maximize client strengths. 
 
The third organization is the YMCA’s Families in 
Transition program.  FIT provides a wide scope of 
services (advocacy, referrals, etc.) aimed to assist 
families from various communities and walks of life. 
With the capacity to accommodate 22 homeless 
families of various compositions, FIT has been in 
operation for 13 years, working to help families 
become stabilized and self-sufficient not only by 
way of its own services, but also those of 
collaborators throughout the Greater Boston area 
with whom the program has developed strong 
alliances and affiliations. FIT, then, works not only 
to help families secure adequate and affordable 

housing, but to also develop the skills and ability to 
maintain their homes in their respective 
communities. 
 
The fourth organization is St. Joseph’s Home for 
Boys in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  St. Joseph’s Home 
was founded in 1985 to bring boys off the streets of 
Port-au-Prince and provide them with a Christian 
home and family. Since that time it has grown from 
five boys in a very small rental house to more than 
15 boys in a wonderful home with guest facilities, a 
chapel, and an art center purchased by Saint Cecilia 
Parish.  St. Joseph’s Home is also home to the 
Resurrection Dance Theater. Graduates from the 
home run a home for disabled children called Wings 
of Hope outside Port-au-Prince and a home for 
young boys called Trinity House in a small coastal 
town.  
 
All gifts must be returned by 6:00 p.m. on the third 
Sunday of Advent (December 16th).  If you are 
interested in helping to organize this important 
project, please contact Ann Faldetta at 617-590-
4140. 
 

 
 
It’s Almost Time for the Advent 
Wreath! 
 

We say goodbye to the old liturgical year this week 
and set aside the Gospel of Luke in order to 
welcome Cycle A and the Gospel of Matthew. 
Advent begins at sunset next Saturday, making this a 
good week to gather materials for your household 
Advent wreath.  All you need is a circle of fresh 
greens and four candles, one for each of the four 
Sundays of Advent.  Tradionally, three purple 
candles and one pink candle are used, but some 
people use blue, which recalls the color of the night 
sky before daylight returns. You could also use all 
white candles. A nice custom is to set-up the wreath 
on your dinner table and light a candle (or candles) 
during dinner.  Each week in the bulletin we’ll 
include a prayer of blessing that can be said during 
the lighting of the candle(s). 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Meet Dorothy Day 
 

 

 
 
This week we remember Dorothy Day who died on 
November 29, 1980 at the age of ninety-three.  
Dorothy Day was an American journalist turned 
social activist and convert to Catholicism.  She 
became known for her social justice campaigns in 
defense of the poor, forsaken, hungry, and 
homeless.  Along with Peter Maurin, a former 
Christian Brother, she founded the Catholic Worker 
Movement in 1933, espousing nonviolence and 
hospitality for the impoverished and downtrodden.  
The Catholic Worker Movement has as its aim to 
"live in accordance with the justice and charity of 
Jesus Christ."  One of its guiding principles is 
hospitality towards those on the margins of society. 
There are over 185 local Catholic Worker 
communities providing social services.  Dorothy 
Day also founded The Catholic Worker newspaper, 
which is still published and sells for one penny per 
copy.   
 
For more information about Dorothy Day, consider 
reading The Long Lonliness, her autobiography 
published in 1952.  Day chronicles her involvement 
in socialist groups along with her eventual 
conversion to Catholicism and the beginning of the 
Catholic Worker Movement. 
   
"What we would like to do is change the world--make it a 
little simpler for people to feed, clothe, and shelter themselves 
as God intended for them to do. And, by fighting for better 
conditions, by crying out unceasingly for the rights of the 
workers, of the poor, of the destitute…we can, to a certain 
extent, change the world; we can work for the oasis, the little 
cell of joy and peace in a harried world. We can throw our 

pebble in the pond and be confident that its ever-widening 
circle will reach around the world. We repeat, there is nothing 
that we can do but love, and, dear God, please enlarge our 
hearts to love each other, to love our neighbor, to love our  
enemy as well as our friend.” 
 

−By Little and By Little: The Selected Writings of 
Dorothy Day, Knopf, )ew York 

 
Scriptural Insights 
 
What an inglorious Gospel is set before us on this 
Feast of Christ the King.  Jesus, executed as a 
criminal, sneered, jeered, and reviled by those 
around him.  A man accursed, mockingly called 
“The King of the Jews” as he dies upon the cross. 
 
Luke is the lone evangelist recording the dialogue 
between Jesus and the “repentant” criminal.  
Acknowledging Jesus’ kingship, the criminal begged 
to be remembered in the kingdom.  The parallel 
between kingdom and Paradise is important.  Jesus’ 
kingdom is Paradise. 
 
The Greek word used in Luke’s text (paradeisos), 
meaning an enclosed garden, is the same word used 
of the Garden of Eden.  In some Jewish religious 
writings not found in the canon of scripture, 
Paradise is where the righteous dwell after death.  
The criminal who acknowledged his wrong-doing 
and professed Jesus’ kingship was reckoned as 
righteous – by Jesus.   
 
We find that Jesus and the repentant criminal 
entered into the kingdom – and Paradise – on the 
day of their deaths.  “Today, you will be with me in 
Paradise.”  The cross, though a hideous and 
shameful death, was the means of Jesus’ passing 
over into the full realization of his kingdom. 
 
Through his death, Jesus has delivered us from the 
powers of darkness and brought about our 
reconciliation, restoring to wholeness all that had 
ruptured.  This is the reality into which we have 
been initiated through our baptismal anointing.  Let 
us never lose sight of the inheritance that is ours 
even now, that one day, we too, may be with him in 
Paradise.  
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