
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

9 December 2007 
 

 

 

 

   Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

   Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
      Rev. Peter Grover, OMV,  
         presider 
      Tom Nicolini, lector 
      Richard Barry, eucharistic 
         minister 
   Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
      Rev. David Beauregard, OMV,  
         presider 
      Mike Mulka, lector 
   Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Randy O’Connor & Mirella 
         Misiaszek, lectors 
   Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
      Rev. Richard Stanley, S.J., 
         presider 
      Mary Burns & Jim Spillman,  
         lectors 
   Sunday, 6:00 p.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Beth O’Meara & Steve Ciesielski,  
         lectors 
 

 

Special Intentions 
 

Saturday, December 8, 9:00 a.m. 
   Brian Joseph Keigher, Fourth  
   Anniversary 
Sunday, December 9, 9:30 a.m. 
   Catherine Cusick, Anniversary 
   John F. Donohoe, Sixth Anniversary 
Sunday, December 9, 11:00 a.m. 
   Gloria Iglesias, Memorial 
Sunday, December 9, 6:00 p.m. 
   Mary MacEvoy, First Anniversary  
Friday, December 14, 7:30 a.m. 
   Russell H. Mercier, Memorial 

Prayers & Occasions 
 
Colleen Kraemer and Jay Mitchell were 
married here yesterday. 
 

Please pray for all our sick, especially Charley 
Stanton, K. Champoux, Viella Prevost, Nancy 
Nigro, Pat McCarthy, Roy Pille, Mary 
Cassidy, and Jim Hayes. 
 

Many people experience depression during 
this time of year and others feel the stress of 
not being able to provide for their families as 
they wish.  Keep them in prayer and look for 
ways to bring the light of Christ into the lives 
of those who struggle. 
 

Remember in your prayer those who were 
left homeless from the crash of the gasoline 
tanker in Everett early Wednesday morning.   
 

Next Sunday is Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday.  
Wear something rose-colored to Mass! 
 

Next Sunday is the last 6:00 p.m. Sunday 
Liturgy before Christmas.  The 6:00 Liturgy 
will resume on Sunday, January 6. 

 
 

The Advent mystery is the 
beginning of the end of all in 

us that is not yet Christ. 
 

Thomas Merton 
 

 

 Mark Your Calendars… 
 

 Parish Meeting   Thursday, Dec. 13, 7:00 



 p.m. in the parish hall. 
 

 A Dancer’s Christmas   Robsham Theater  
 Arts  Center at Boston College.  Sunday, Dec. 
 16, 3:00  p.m.  Buy your tickets after Mass  
 today! 
 
 Holiday Pops!   Wednesday, Dec. 19, 8:00 
 p.m.  with pre-concert cocktails at St. Cecilia 
 at 6:00.   Tickets are being sold after Mass 
 today! 
 
 Service of Remembrance for Deceased  
 Homeless Men & Women   Church on the  
 Hill, 140 Bowdoin Street, across from the  
 State  House.  Friday, Dec. 21, 12 noon. 
 
 Greening of the Church   Join us as we 
 decorate the church, eat lunch, and sing 
 carols.  Saturday,  Dec. 22, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 Solemn Mass for the Vigil of Christmas 
 Join us for this solemn celebration of the 
 Nativity of the  Lord with carol sing, blessing 
 of the manger, and  the texts and prayers of  
 Midnight Mass.  5:00 p.m. 
 
 Christmas Morning Mass   9:30 a.m.  Please 
 note, this is the only Mass being celebrated 
 this morning. 
 
 Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Breakfast      
 Boston Convention & Exhibition Center,  
 Monday,  January 21, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 6th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration   St.  
 Cecilia  Church, February 2, 7:00 p.m.–12 
 midnight. 

 

 

 
Back by Popular Demand!  Sale 
to Benefit St. Francis House 
 

There was such positive response and interest 
in Deb Dyer’s beautiful handiwork last 

weekend that we are pleased to be offering 
her items again today! After Mass, be sure to 
visit the display table in the gathering space, 
where you’ll see a variety of calendars, 
Christmas cards, gift cards, and books—all 
handmade with original designs.  These items 
are absolutely beautiful and all proceeds will 
support the important ministry to the 
homeless offered by St. Francis House.   For   
more information, please contact Deb Dyer by 
phone (617-527-6403) or by e-mail:  
dyerandmoondancer@hotmail.com.  
 

 

 

 

Parish Meeting Next Thursday 
Evening – 7:00 p.m. 
 
On Thursday evening, December 13, together 
with the parish pastoral and finance councils, 
we will gather as a community to reflect on 
parish life and to consider how we can move 
forward in creative and life giving ways.  We 
need you to bring your hopes and ideas so 
that together we can fashion a shared vision 
of what Saint Cecilia will look like in the next 
five years.  Carol Guenther, an associate with 
the Reid Group who has been working with 
the parish staff, will be facilitating this 
meeting.  Carol will help us come up with a 
plan to move from vision to action.  We 
encourage you to come!  Please either 
telephone the parish office or e-mail Scott 
MacDonald (sj_macdonald@msn.com) if you 
can make it. 



 
 

 

 
Pine Street Women’s Inn Dinner 
– Tomorrow  
 

A reminder that tomorrow (Monday, 
December 10) we are hosting dinner at the 
Pine Street Women’s Inn.  The Cerulli, 
Santoro/Vitiello, and Kiepert families from 
our Religious Education Program will cook 
the hot meal and prepare the salad.  If you 
can help by contributing fresh fruit or a 
dessert, please bring your donation to the 
gathering space in the church today (Sunday, 
December 9.  Please put your name on the 
donation so that we know who brought it. 
 
Each month, the Pine Street Women’s Inn 
food group prepares a meal for some 80-100 
homeless women who arrive as guests at the 
Inn in Boston’s South End.  If anyone would 
like additional information, please contact E. 
Jane Smith via e-mail: ejsmith@providers.org.  
 

 

Christmas Eve Choir – One Time 
Commitment! 
 

We are in special need of additional voices for 
our Christmas Eve choir (5:00 p.m. Mass).  
The rehearsal for Christmas Eve is Thursday, 
December 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the choir loft.  All 
are welcome!  If you have any questions, 
please call our Music Director, Richard Clark 
at 617-536-4548, or e-mail him at:  
StCeciliaMusic@aol.com.   
 

 
 

 
A Dancer’s Christmas – 
December 16 
 
A Dancer’s Christmas, created by 
professionally trained dancer and renowned 

choreographer, Rev. Robert VerEecke, S.J., is 
a colorful, festive celebration of Christmas.  
Fr. Bob expertly weaves classical and modern 
ballet, traditional folk dancing, even an Irish 
step dance throughout three acts, each of 
which expresses the awe, joy, and 
transforming power of Christmas. 
 
Join us on Sunday afternoon, December 16, at 
3:00 p.m. at the Robsham Theater Arts Center 
at Boston College for this highly acclaimed 
and delightful event.  There is a sign-up sheet 
at the rear of the church or you can call the 
parish office to reserve a seat.  Tickets are $30 
for adults and $20 for children, students, and 
seniors. 
 
 

 

 
 
Holiday Pops! – December 19 
 
There are still tickets available for our parish 
night at the Pops.  Holiday Pops, with Keith 
Lockhart conducting, is one of Boston’s most 
treasured Christmas traditions.  The moment 
the lights dim, prepare for an evening of 
magical Christmas songs, old and new.  The 
show concludes with a special visit from Jolly 
Ole’ Saint Nick and a fun sing-a-long.  Before 
the concert join us for pre-concert cocktails at 
Saint Cecilia.  If you’ve attended in the past, 



you know what a wonderful evening this is!  
Get your tickets while they last. 
 
If you have already reserved tickets, you can 
pick them up after Mass in the gathering 
space. 
 

 
Farewell, Paula! 
 
As Paula Telage moves on at the end of this 
week to pursue new career challenges, we 
would like to offer a few words of heartfelt 
gratitude.  Paula has been our business 
manager (Saint Ann and Saint Cecilia) for the 
past seven years.  She has been significantly 
instrumental in helping to ease the merger of 
the two parishes and was responsible for 
integrating our two accounting systems.  
Paula has worked tirelessly each year on our 
annual Mardi Gras event.  Indeed, much of 
the financial success of Mardi Gras is 
attributable to her diligence and attention to 
detail.  Paula has also been the driving force 
behind the institution of our Offertory 
Commitment Program.  As we transitioned to 
a new way of approaching parish 
stewardship, Paula was at the helm, keeping 
everything organized and running smoothly 
and professionally.   The fact that we have 
had such a successful first year with the OCP 
is a legacy that she leaves us.  In addition to 
all these qualities, simply put, Paula has been 
a joy to work with.  Those of you who have 
the pleasure of knowing Paula are 
undoubtedly familiar with her kindness, 
generosity, concern, and good humor.  She 
always has a cheerful word and an easy 
smile.  We will miss you, Paula.  Thank you 
for all you have given us.  Please don’t be a 
stranger! 
 

 
Christmas Flowers 
 

You are invited to remember your loved ones 
by donating towards the Christmas flowers 
used to decorate the church.  In the gathering 
space there is a wooden sleigh with envelopes 
that you can use for this purpose.  Please 
drop the envelope in the collection basket or 
hand it to any member of the staff.  The 
names of those remembered will be 
published in the Christmas programs. 
 

 
Collection for Retired Religious 
 
This weekend we take up the annual 
collection for the needs of retired men and 
women religious (primarily sisters) who have 
ministered in the Archdiocese of Boston over 
the years.  This collection goes to support the 
needs of the almost 40,000 religious who are 
past the age of 70.  These men and women 
have nourished our faith, served our Church, 
and strengthened our nation.  This is the most 
successful collection in the history of the 
Church in the United States—an indicator of 
the esteem in which we hold our sisters and 
brothers.  Please give generously. 
 
 
Service of Remembrance for 
Deceased Homeless Men & 
Women 
 
On December 21st, the longest night of the 
year, we will join our neighbors from various 
faith communities to remember the hundreds 
of individuals who have died this year on the 
streets of Boston because they were without 
stable housing.  This memorial service will 
take place at 12 noon at Church on the Hill, 
140 Bowdoin Street, across from the State 
House.  If you would like to join us, please 
call the parish office or e-mail Scott 
MacDonald. 
 

Ask Father John 
 



We are starting a new bulletin feature called, 
“Ask Father John” where Father John will 
answer your questions.  This is not the place 
for personal or confidential e-mail, but is 
rather a space where you can ask something 
that might be of interest to fellow 
parishioners.  Children are encouraged to 
write as well!  Send your letters to:  
AskFatherJohn@Gmail.com 
 
 
Gerontology Classes 
 
The University of Massachusetts is accepting 
applications for its Manning Certificate 
Program in Gerontology, which prepares 
students to work with the elderly.  The 
program is designed to give students the 
skills and resources needed to plan for an 
aging society, work in the aging network, and 
advocate for elders.  Daytime classes are on 
Wednesdays beginning January 30 for two 
semesters.  There is also a Monday evening 
and online program available.  Credits from 
the program can also be applied towards a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Gerontology.  The 
program is financial aid approved.  For more 
information or an application call Mary St. 
Jean at 617-287-7330. 
 
 
38th Annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  Memorial Breakfast 
 

Since 1970, on Martin Luther King Day there 
has been a breakfast to commemorate the 
noble legacy of Dr. King.  This breakfast, 
founded by the two urban congregations of 
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church and Union 
United Methodist Church, is the oldest formal 
recognition of Dr. King’s birthday and 
ministry.  
 

This year’s celebration will be held on 
January 21, 2008 at the Boston Convention 
and Exhibition Center at 8:00 a.m.  The 
keynote speaker will be The Hon. Johnny 

Ford, Mayor of Tuskegee, Alabama.  We need 
to reserve tables for this breakfast prior to 
December 31.  Tickets are $35 each.  If you 
would like to join us, please call the parish 
office or e-mail Scott MacDonald 
(sj_macdonald@msn.com).  If you’ve 
attended in the past, you know what a 
moving and engaging way this is to 
commemorate the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
 

 

Advent Giving Tree 
 
Our Advent Giving Tree program is off to a 
great start – many of you have said how 
much you appreciate the chance to fulfill 
some very real needs at Christmas.  There are 
still some tags left.  If you would like to 
participate, please take a tag and bring 
tidings of comfort and joy to some of the 
many children, single parents, and elderly 
people who live in our neighborhood this 
Christmas.  There is also the option of giving 
a financial gift to support the St. Joseph 
Homes in Haiti.  This money will be used to 
purchase computers for the boys to share. 
 
These are the organizations that we are 
supporting this year: 
 
Project Hope  (81 gifts).  Project Hope helps 
families move up and out of poverty.  This 
multi-service agency provides low-income 
women with children access to education, 
jobs, housing and emergency services;  
Fosters their personal transformation; and 
works for broader systems change.  NOTE:  
gifts for Project Hope should be returned 
UNWRAPPED. 
 
Boston Medical Center’s Elders Living at Home 
Program  (82 gifts).  ELAHP provides a range of 
temporary and emergency housing and case 
management services to older adults who are 
homeless or at imminent risk of 



becoming homeless.  The ultimate goal is to 
help them locate and maintain a permanent 
residence. 
 

The YMCA’s Families in Transition Program 
(gifts for 22 families).  FIT helps families 
become stabilized and self-sufficient not only 
by way of its own services, but also those of 
collaborators throughout Boston with whom 
the program has developed strong alliances 
and affiliations.  FIT works to help families 
secure adequate and affordable housing, and 
to also develop skills to maintain their homes 
in their communities. 
 

The St. Joseph Homes in Haiti were founded 
to bring boys off the streets and provide them 
with a Christian home and family.  Graduates 
from the home run a home for disabled 
children called Wings of Hope outside Port-
au-Prince and a home for young boys called 
Trinity House. 
 

For any gifts purchased:  please be sure to 
attach the gift tag SECURELY to the gift and 
return it to the parish by 6:00 p.m. on the 
third Sunday of Advent, December 16th.  
PLEASE do not take a tag unless you are 
certain you will purchase the gift.  For 
clothing or household items, you may 
purchase a gift card from a store that carries 
those items.  For donations to the St. Joseph 
Homes, please make checks payable to Hearts 
With Haiti. 
 

If you are interested in helping to organize 
this important project, please contact Ann 
Faldetta at 617-590-4140.   
 

 

Great Website for Advent – 
“Following the Star” 
 
Check out www.followingthestar.org, a daily 
on-line Advent devotional guide that focuses 
on expectation and longing as we wait for the 
coming of the Christ child. 

 

 
Spiritual 

Reading 
Thomas Merton 

 
It is a glorious destiny to be a member of the 
human race, though it is a race dedicated to 
many absurdities and one which makes many 
terrible mistakes:  yet, with all that, God 
Himself gloried in becoming a member of the 
human race.  A member of the human race!  
To think that such a commonplace realization 
should suddenly seem like news that one 
holds the winning ticket in a cosmic 
sweepstake. 
 
I have the immense joy of being a member of 
a race in which God became incarnate.  As if 
the sorrows and stupidities of the human 
condition could overwhelm me, now I realize 
what we all are.  And if only everybody could 
realize this!  But it cannot be explained.  
There is no way of telling people that they are 
all walking around shining like the sun.   
 
It was as if I suddenly saw the secret beauty 
of their hearts, the depths of their hearts 
where neither sin nor desire nor self-
knowledge can reach, the core of their reality, 
the person that each one is in God’s eyes.  If 
only they could all see themselves as they 
really are.  If only we could see each other 
that way all the time.  There would be no 
more war, ho more hatred, no more cruelty, 
no more greed.  I suppose the big problem 
would be that we would fall down and 
worship each other.  But this cannot be seen, 
only believed and “understood” by a peculiar 
gift. 
  



-Taken from Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander 
by Thomas Merton 
 

 
 
 


