
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

23 December 2007 
 

 

 

 

   Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

   Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
      Rev. Peter Grover, OMV,  
         presider 
      Fred Bachofner, lector 
      Richard Barry, eucharistic 
        minister 
   Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
      Rev. David Beauregard, OMV,  
         presider 
      Bob Murphy, lector 
   Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
      Rev. James Shaughnessy, S.J.,  
         presider 
      Jeff Archer & Mary Jane Kinne, 
         lectors 
   Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
      Rev. John Unni,  presider 
      Don Carrier & Melon Regis- 
         Civetta, lectors 
 
 

 
Special Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 23, 8:00 a.m. 
   Msgr. Vincent Mackay, 18th Anniversary 
Sunday, December 23, 9:30 a.m. 
   Frank McGovern, Memorial 
Sunday, December 23, 11:00 a.m. 
   Alma Fitzpatrick, 16th Anniversary 

 
Prayers & Occasions 
 

Please pray for our dead, especially Viella 
Prevost, mother of Lynn Prevost, who died 
this week and Dan DiBiase whose funeral is 
tomorrow. 

 
Please pray for all our sick, especially 
Josephine Parker, Robert Caruso, John 
Saulenas, Charley Stanton, K. Champoux, 
Nancy Nigro, Pat McCarthy, Roy Pille, Mary 
Cassidy, Jeannie Ellis, and Jim Hayes. 
 
Pray for our friends in Haiti who live at St. 
Joseph Homes, Wings of Hope, and Trinity 
House.  Through your generosity, computers 
will be purchased for the boys at St. Joseph 
Homes to share. 
 
In your prayer remember those who are alone 
and will spend Christmas without family or 
friends.   Consider ways that you can be a 
welcoming presence to those who are lonely. 
 
Take a moment to remember and pray for 
those who will spend Christmas on the street 
or in a shelter.  
 
Many families are separated by war; pray for 
our soldiers on active duty who will be far 
from their loved ones this Christmas. 
 
There will be no 6:00 p.m. Sunday Liturgy 
tonight and next Sunday.  The 6:00 Liturgy 
will resume on Sunday, January 6. 
 
Many of you are traveling over Christmas.  
When you come home, Christmas will still be 
unfolding!  We will be celebrating until the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on January 
13.  If you are not with us tomorrow night or 
Tuesday morning, best wishes for a happy 
and holy Christmas! 
 
 
 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

 
 
 Festal Mass for the Vigil of Christmas 
 Join us on Christmas Eve for a festal celebra- 
 tion of the  Nativity of the Lord with carol  
 sing, blessing of the manger, and the texts 
 and prayers of  Midnight Mass.  Caroling 
 and prelude music, 4:30 p.m.   Mass, 5:00 
 p.m. 
 
 Christmas Morning Mass   9:30 a.m.  Please 
 note, this is the only Mass being celebrated 
 this morning. 
 
 Volunteer Day at Community Servings    
 Saturday, January 19, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
 
 Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Breakfast      
 Boston Convention & Exhibition Center,  
 Monday, January 21, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 6th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration   St.  
 Cecilia  Church, Saturday, February 2, 7:00 
 p.m.–12 midnight. 
 
 An Evening in Paris!   Come to an all French 
 organ concert including works by  
 Messiaen, Franck, Dupré, and Vierne.  St.  
 Cecilia Church, Friday, February 8, 7:00 p.m. 
 Heinrich Christensen, organ. 
 

 
Benefit for St. Francis House 
 
The Greater Boston Irish-American 
community will hold its 19th annual benefit 
dance and raffle for the St. Francis House 
Shelter at Florian Hall, 55 Hallet Street (off 

Gallivan Blvd.), Dorchester, on Saturday, 
January 5, 2008 from 8:00 p.m. to midnight.  
Music by Noel Henry Show Band; donation is 
$10/pp.  Raffle prizes include two round trip 
air tickets to Ireland, $400 cash, and more.  
For information, please call Jim Sullivan at 
617-471-3388. 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunity at Pine 
Street Inn Lodging Houses  
 
Last Saturday, December 15, several members 
of our community went to Brookline to serve 
brunch at one of Pine Street Inn’s houses for 
formerly homeless individuals.  A big thank 
you to Stephanie Piraino, Carolyn Carlson, 
and Rosaria Salerno for preparing brunch, 
but more importantly, for being generous 
with their time.  Thanks also to Scottie Wait, 
volunteer coordinator at Pine Street Inn.  If 
you are interested in taking part in this type 
of activity, serving a meal and visiting with 
residents of a Pine Street Inn lodging house, 
please contact Kay O’Halloran at 617-738-
7024. 
 

 

Christmas Flowers 
 

 
You are invited to remember your loved ones 
by donating towards the Christmas flowers 
used to decorate the church.  In the gathering 
space there is a wooden sleigh with envelopes 
that you can use for this purpose.  Please 
drop the envelope in the collection basket or 
hand it to any member of the staff.  The 
names of those remembered will be 
published in the Christmas programs. 
 



    
Thank You from Fr. John 
 

 
 
As some of you may know, for the past nine 
years, I have had a wonderful yellow lab 
named Roy.   I would like to thank all of you 
who’ve offered me a kind word, note, card, 
and even a prayer at Roy’s passing.  He was 
twelve years old.  I’d also like to thank 
everyone from Joe the mailman, Ann, Paula 
and Aaron and the numerous students, 
parishioners and friends who took him for me 
when I was away, or who went with Roy for 
a walk or a jaunt through the neighborhood.  
I know he enjoyed those times and, 
especially, the times when his belly was filled 
with everything from brie to bagels!  I am 
grateful for all you did for him and for me 
along the way.  Thank you, again. 
 
 

 
 

Joseph, do not be afraid to  
 

take Mary your wife into your 
 

home. For it is through the Holy  
 

Spirit that this child has been  
 

conceived in her. 
Parish Stewardship 
 
Supporting our parish is a responsibility that 
we all share.  We have asked several 
parishioners to write columns for the bulletin 
on “Why I give to my parish.”  Here’s the first 
installment of this parishioner column.  
Columnists are always welcome!  Why do 
you give? 
 

Why I Give to Saint Cecilia Parish 
 

by Winnie Hagan 
 
“To whom much is given, much is expected” my 
mother frequently quoted to my brothers and 
sisters and me.  This value has stayed with 
me into my adult life.  It is a privilege to be 
able to participate in the Offertory 
Commitment Program at Saint Cecilia 
because it allows me to humbly assist in 
delivering needed services to people in my 
community.  It is extremely convenient to 
simply write a modest check once a month as 
one small deed toward helping others.  I 
believe that the work of Saint Cecilia Parish 
contributes significantly and tangibly to 
quality of life issues for many and that this is 
the whole point of a caring community after 
all.  When I give to this program I know my 
resources are going directly to address the 
needs of people in my city.  I cannot refuse to 
do this one small thing that I actually can do, 
right here and right now.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity for me.  When my fellow 
parishioners give with me through OCP, we 
are enriching ourselves even more than we 
are helping someone else. 
 

 

Christmas Collection 
 
The collection on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day will go entirely to the needs of 
the sick and retired priests of the Archdiocese 



of Boston.  Contributions made via the 
Offertory Commitment Program (OCP) will 
remain, as always, in the parish.   

A Letter from Paula Telage 
 
Dear Members of the St. Cecilia Parish 
Community, 
 
It has been an honor and a pleasure working 
as the Business Manager at both St. Ann 
University Parish and St. Cecilia Parish for 
the past seven years.  During this time I have 
had the opportunity to meet many wonderful 
people in this community whom I now 
consider close friends.  I especially want to 
take this moment to thank my co-workers 
who are as hardworking and dedicated as 
they are kind.  I want to thank them for their 
support, guidance, and friendship and tell 
them that they have been such a joy to work 
with each day.  The St. Cecilia community is 
very fortunate to have each and every one of 
them serving you. 
 
Whether it be planning the budget, assisting 
with the transition back in 2004, setting up 
and managing the new and very successful 
OCP program, or assisting Genevieve for the 
past five years with our annual Mardi Gras 
celebration, please know that this has been 
more than just a job for me. 
 
As the parish restructuring brings my 
position to a close, I find myself seeking a 
new path for my professional life.  And so, I 
look to the community.  If anyone in the 
parish might be interested in assisting me 
with this search and would be willing to 
review and distribute my resume, or if you 
are aware of other opportunities, please feel 
free to call or e-mail me.  
 
I truly appreciate your kind wishes this past 
week and would be grateful to be kept in 
your prayers during this time of transition. 
 
Thank you for everything through the years, 

 

Paula Telage 
ptelage@yahoo.com / 603-930-7027 

38th Annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  Memorial Breakfast 
 

Since 1970, on Martin Luther King Day there 
has been a breakfast to commemorate the 
noble legacy of Dr. King.  This breakfast, 
founded by the two urban congregations of 
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church and Union 
United Methodist Church, is the oldest formal 
recognition of Dr. King’s birthday and 
ministry.  
 

This year’s celebration will be held on 
January 21, 2008 at the Boston Convention 
and Exhibition Center at 8:00 a.m.  The 
keynote speaker will be The Hon. Johnny 
Ford, Mayor of Tuskegee, Alabama.  We need 
to reserve tables for this breakfast prior to 
December 31.  Tickets are $35 each.  If you 
would like to join us, please call the parish 
office or e-mail Scott MacDonald 
(sj_macdonald@msn.com).  If you’ve 
attended in the past, you know what a 
moving and engaging way this is to 
commemorate the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
 

 
Thank You on Behalf of St. 
Francis House 
 
I am sincerely grateful to all of you who so 
generously supported the St. Francis House 
Benefit Sale.  Because of your generosity, we 
raised approximately $1,400 for St. Francis 
House.  Especially during this Advent season, 
your kindness will give much comfort to the 
guests at St. Francis House. 
 
On their behalf, my deepest thanks, 
 

Deb Dyer 
 



What is an “Octave?” 
 

The word “octave” has its linguistic roots in 
the Latin word for eight, “octo.”  Liturgically, 
an Octave is a way of making an especially 
important liturgical celebration last for a 
complete eight-day cycle, beginning and 
ending on the same day of the week.  This 
means that the days of December 26 through 
January 1, carry the same “liturgical weight” 
as December 25th.  The three feasts for which 
the Church designates an Octave are 
Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.   
 
Although our culture begins celebrating 
Christmas as soon as the turkey has been 
cleared from the Thanksgiving table (or even 
earlier it seems) and wraps things up on 
December 26, the Church begins its 
celebration of Christmas at sunset on 
December 24 and extends it with an eight-day 
Octave.  In fact, the Church prolongs the 
season of Christmas beyond the Octave for 
another week and a half until the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord on January 13.   So, our 
celebration of the birth of Christ is just 
beginning!  We can look forward to almost 
three weeks of Christmas carols, poinsettias, 
white vestments and prayers focused on the 
mystery of the Incarnation.  Merry Christmas! 
 

 

Schedule during the 
Octave of Christmas 

 

 
 

Monday, December 24 
 

There is no 7:30 a.m. Mass today. 
 

Parish Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

4:30 p.m.  Caroling and Prelude Music  
 

5:00 p.m.  Mass for the Vigil of Christmas 

Tuesday, December 25  Christmas Day 
 

9:30 a.m.  Christmas Morning Mass 
 
 
Wednesday, December 26 
 

There is no Mass today at either 7:30 a.m. or 6:30 
p.m. 
 

Parish Office is closed today. 
 
 
Thursday, December 27 
 

There is no 7:30 a.m. Mass today. 
 

Parish Office is open from 12:00 noon--4:00 p.m. 
 
 
Friday, December 28 
 

There is no 7:30 a.m. Mass today. 
 

Parish Office is open from 12:00 noon--4:00 p.m. 
 
 
Saturday & Sunday, December 29 – 30 
 

Normal Schedule 
 
 
Monday, December 31  
 

There is no 7:30 a.m. Mass today. 
 

Parish Office is closed. 
 

5:00 p.m. Vigil for the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God 
 
 
Tuesday, January 1 
 

The Octave Day of Christmas and the 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of God 
 

There are no Masses today. 
 

Parish Office is closed. 
 
 
 



Celiac Disease 
 
If you have celiac disease, please let us know.  
We will soon have a supply of low-gluten 
altar bread available for those who cannot 
tolerate gluten.  These hosts are prepared by 
the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration in Clyde, MO and have been 
endorsed by the quarterly magazine, Gluten-
Free Living.  The bread is made with wheat 
starch and water.  The gluten content is 
0.01%.  It is made, stored, and shipped in a 
dedicated gluten-free environment.  For more 
information, please visit:  
http://www.benedictinesisters.org/bread/lo
w_gluten.php 
 

 
Join Us at Community Servings 
 
Come join us from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 19th when we volunteer in 
the kitchens of Community Servings.  We 
need 12 volunteers to assist in preparing and 
packaging nutritious meals for those who are 
homebound with life-threatening illnesses 
throughout Eastern Massachusetts.  No 
culinary skills required, but volunteers need 
to be at least 13 years of age.  Community 
Servings is conveniently located next to the 
Stony Brook T Station in Jamaica Plain.  To 
volunteer or for further information, please 
contact Mark Lippolt at:  
mark.lippolt@nemoves.com 
 

 

 
 

Parish Spring Mission to Haiti 
 

Father John will be taking a group of 
parishioners to Haiti from March 1 – March 8.  
If you are interested in finding out more 
about this wonderful opportunity, please 
watch the bulletin for more information in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 

The Advent Giving Tree 
 

Last Sunday’s snowstorm made it challenging 
to get your gifts back to us, but you did it!  
Once again, the spirit of generosity exhibited 
by all of you was overwhelming.  A record 
number of gifts from our Advent Giving Tree 
(over 300!) were brought to Project Hope, the 
YMCA’s Families in Transition program, and 
the Elders Living at Home Program.  
Additionally, enough money was sent to St. 
Joseph Homes in Haiti for the purchase of 
three laptops for the boys there to share.  As 
always, the coordination of this enormous 
effort was headed up by Ann Faldetta, our 
resident expert at making a list and checking 
it twice.  Thank you, Ann, and your many 
elves! 
 

 

Practice of Faith 
 

In Jesus’ time, shepherds usually were people 
who didn’t fit well into village life.  Nor did 
they have much in the way of earthly goods.  
These facts make all the more poignant the 
hospitality extended to them by Mary and 
Joseph.  However, as Archbishop Oscar 
Romero observed in a Christmas Eve homily, 
“No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas 
without being truly poor.  The self-sufficient, 
the proud, those who, because they have 
everything, look down on others, those who 
have no need even of God—for them there 
will be no Christmas.  Only the poor, the 
hungry, those who need someone to come on 
their behalf, will have that someone.  That 
someone is God, Emmanuel, God-with-us.  
Without poverty of spirit there can be no 
abundance of God.” 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


