
The Nativity of the Lord 
 

25 December 2007 
 

 
 

 

 

   Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

    

   The Vigil of Christmas, 5:00 p.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider 
      Pearse Martin & Audrey 
         Fitzpatrick, lectors 
      Larry Novello, prayer of the  
         faithful 
   Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m. 
      Rev. John Unni, presider   
      Mary Jane Kinne, lector 
    
 

 

Prayers & Occasions 
 

Please pray for our dead, especially Dan 
DiBiase whose funeral was Monday. 
 
Please pray for all our sick, especially 
Josephine Parker, Robert Caruso, John 
Saulenas, Charley Stanton, K. Champoux, Pat 
McCarthy, Roy Pille, Mary Cassidy, Jeannie 
Ellis, and Jim Hayes. 
 
In your prayer remember those who are alone 
and will spend Christmas without family or 
friends.   

 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

 
 

 Volunteer Day at Community Servings    
 Saturday, January 19, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
 
 Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Breakfast      
 Boston Convention & Exhibition Center,  
 Monday, January 21, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 6th Annual Mardi Gras Celebration   St.  
 Cecilia  Church, Saturday, February 2, 7:00 
 p.m.–12 midnight. 
 
 An Evening in Paris!   Come to an all French 
 organ concert including works by  
 Messiaen, Franck, Dupré, and Vierne.  St.  
 Cecilia Church, Friday, February 8, 7:00 p.m. 
 Heinrich Christensen, organ. 
 

 

 

 

Thank You 
 

On Saturday we got together to prepare our 
church for Christmas.  Thank you to the 
following people for giving a few hours 
during this busy time in order to help make a 
festive environment for our celebration of the 
Lord’s birth. 
 

Matthew Burckardt, Lauren Cummings, Rosie 
Delacruz, Anna DeMare, Susan Donnelly, Ann 
 

 
 
 

Faldetta, Judy Farinelli, Joanne Filipone, 
Genevieve Fiorente, Audrey Fitzpatrick, Jim 
Fitzpatrick, Kevin Gabel, Ethan Gould, Letitia 
Howland, Jenny Jones, Angel Lara, Michele 
Maniscalco, Donna Newhall, Gilly Parker, Sheila 
Sargent, Michael Steffen. 



 

 
A Note from Fr. John 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Wasn’t it just summer?  Where did those days go?  How’d we get here so fast?  And I’m sure we’ve “got it 

all together, huh?” The planning; the thinking about what to get for whom; the shopping; the cooking and 

wrapping and, I’m still thinking (and kind of wishing) there’s still seven or eight days left until Christmas.  

Yup, that’s my reality.  It all just comes so fast!  Yet, whether we’re done or not; whether we’re stressed or 

relaxed; whether we’re cranky or happy or peaceful or not, we find ourselves in the “right here and right 

now…just   as  we  are.  

 

So, on this Christmas, in our coming together as families and individuals, as poor or rich, as university 

students and life-students, as old or young or gay or straight, as a visitor or a regular, we welcome you all to 

this place of celebration and life – this place we call our parish – the parish of Saint Cecilia. 

   

We try to preach the Gospel here, hopefully, less by words, more by action….all to varying degrees of 

success.  As followers of Jesus, we acknowledge, with joy and gratitude, the presence of our newest 

members from the Jesuit Urban Center.  We welcome all who’ve come responding to the invitation of a 

friend.  We welcome the new folks to the neighborhoods and the new crops of students who gather “around 

this table” each semester. We welcome those who are seeking and struggling to make sense out of their lives 

through the perspective of the Catholic Christian faith. We welcome those who have experienced some 

disappointment by the Church or who are struggling to find a place – a welcoming and accepting place – in 

the Church.  We encourage the steadfast seeking and searching of all who wrestle with faith and life and 

church in any way, yet, still “show up” and make this community (and the wider church, in general) a 

stronger, more vibrant and better entity.  It is significant that, despite any unease brought about by questions, 

challenges and, even disagreements, “you’re here!”  This is God’s love made visible and palpable through 

the people in and around us.  It is an incarnate love and, these days, we celebrate the Incarnation – 

Emmanuel – God is with us!  Without all of you, our celebration would be incomplete.  Let the Church know 

that ALL are welcome in this place!  “Gimme an ‘Amen!’” 

 

Well, before this goes on longer than one of my homilies, let us celebrate this Christmas in ways that work 

toward peace in our hearts, our families and our world. Let us pray for guidance and for God to lead us as we 

close out 2007, and move into a new year, 2008.  On behalf of the entire pastoral and ministerial staff, thank 

you for all you have done for the parish community just by “showing up” and being who you are. Thank you, 

too, for all you’ve done for me, personally.  I’m being authentic when I say that it is a gift, an honor and a 

privilege for me to serve you and know you as pastor, and for you to trust me with things mundane, and 

things profoundly sacred, in your lives. That’s a Christmas gift that gives all year round and for which I am 

deeply grateful.  May the Good God bless us all with hearts filled with joy and peace.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

Fr. John

 


