
The Great Vigil of Easter
 

April 8, 2023



8 April 2023 

HOLY SATURDAY 

 
On Holy Saturday the Church waits at the Lord's tomb in prayer and fasting, meditating on his Passion and Death and on 

his Descent into Hell, and awaiting his Resurrection. The Church abstains from the Sacrifice  
of the Mass, with the sacred table left bare, until after the solemn Vigil, that is, the anticipation by night of the 

Resurrection, when the time comes for paschal joys, the abundance of which overflows to occupy fifty days. 

~ The Roman Missal 

THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

The service begins outside.  Members of the congregation are invited to witness the blessing of  
the new fire, and to follow the paschal candle in procession into the church. 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE FIRE, AND PREPARATION OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE  

As the paschal candle is placed in its stand, if you are worshipping with us virtually,  we invite you to light a 
candle in your place of worship and consider placing candles in your windows, if safe, to bear witness to the light 
of Christ in the world.  

 
THE BLESSING OF THE FIRE AND PREPARATION OF THE CANDLE 
 
PROCESSION INTO THE CHURCH | Lumen Christi Richard J. Clark 
 

 
 

As the paschal candle is carried into the church, we share with one another the light of Christ. 
 
 



THE EASTER PROCLAMATION (EXSULTET) 
 

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, 
exult, let Angel ministers of God exult, 
let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty  
King’s triumph! Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, 
ablaze with light from her eternal King, 
let all corners of the earth be glad, 
knowing an end to gloom and darkness. 
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, 
arrayed with the lighting of his glory, 
let this holy building shake with joy, 
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples. 
 
V/: Lift up your hearts.                                         
R/: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
V/: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
R/: It is right and just. 
 
It is truly right and just, 
with ardent love of mind and heart, 
and with devoted service of our voice, 
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten. 
Who for our sake paid Adam’s debt to the eternal Father, and pouring out his own dear Blood wiped clean the 
record of our ancient sinfulness. 
These then are the feasts of Passover, 
in which is slain the Lamb, the one true Lamb, whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers. 
 
This is the night, when once you led our forebears, 
Israel’s children, from slavery in Egypt 
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red Sea. 
This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished the darkness of sin. 
This is the night that even now, throughout the world, 
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, 
leading them to grace, and joining them to his holy ones. 
This is the night when Christ broke the prison-bars of death, and rose victorious from the underworld. 
Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed. 
 
O wonder of your humble care for us! 
O love, O charity beyond all telling, 
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son! 
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of Christ! 
O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer! 
O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour 
when Christ rose from the underworld! 
 
This is the night of which it is written: 
The night shall be as bright as day, dazzling is the night for me, and full of gladness. 
The sanctifying power of this night dispels all wickedness, 



washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, 
drives out hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the mighty. 
On this, your night of grace, O holy Father, 
accept this candle, a solemn offering, 
the work of bees and of your servants’ hands, 
an evening sacrifice of praise, this gift from your most holy Church. 
 
But now we know the praises of this pillar, 
which glowing fire ignites for God’s honor, a fire into many flames divided, 
yet never dimmed by sharing of its light, 
for it is fed by melting wax, drawn out by mother bees to build a torch so precious. 
O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of earth, and divine to the human. 
Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle, hallowed to the honor of your name, may persevere undimmed, 
to overcome the darkness of this night. 
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, 
and let it mingle with the lights of heaven. 
 
 
May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: 
the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, 
who coming back from death’s domain 
has shed his peaceful light on humanity 
and lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 

R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING | Genesis 1:1-2:2 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Psalm 104: Lord, Send Out Your Spirit Tony Alonso 

 

 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, how great you are,  
clothed in majesty and honor, wrapped in light as with a robe! 
 

2. How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all.  
The earth is full of your creatures. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

3. All of these look to you to give them their food in due season.  
You give it, they gather it up, you open wide your hand, they are well filled.  
 



4. You take away their breath, they die, returning to the dust from which they came.  
You send forth your spirit, and they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 

 

PRAYER 

 

SECOND READING | Genesis 22: 1-18 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 16: You are My Inheritance Marty Haugen 
 

 

PRAYER 

THIRD READING | Exodus 14: 15-15: 1 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Exodus 15: Song of Miriam John Flaherty 

 

 
 

1. My strength, my courage, my hope, you have been my savior.  
My Lord, Abba, I praise your name forevermore.   
 



2. You redeem your people and your plant them on your mountain. 
Jerusalem, holy dwelling, Lord, you reign forevermore.  
 

3. Your hands part the waters, your breath the seas obey. 
Lord, God of wonder, I praise your name forevermore.  

 

PRAYER 

 

FOURTH READING | Isaiah 55: 1-11 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Isaiah 12: We Shall Draw Water Paul Inwood 

 

PRAYER 
 

FIFTH READING | Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4 

 
 

  



RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 19: Lord, You Have the Words of Everlasting Life Rawn Harbor 

 

PRAYER 

 

SIXTH READING | Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Psalm 42: My Soul is Thirsting Bob Hurd 
 

 
 

PRAYER 

After the last reading from the Hebrew Scriptures with its Responsorial Psalm and its prayer, the altar candles  
are lit, the bells are rung, and the Gloria in excelsis Deo is sung as the time of vigil ends and the First Mass of Easter begins. 



GLORIA | Mass from Age to Age  Chris DeSilva 

 

 



 

 

COLLECT 

EPISTLE | Romans 6:3–11 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Jubilation Mass James Chepponis 
 

 

 

GOSPEL| Matthew 28: 1-10 
 
HOMILY  

 

  



SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 

AND RITE OF RECEPTION INTO FULL COMMUNION 

BAPTISMAL LITURGY 

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

The candidates for baptism are called forward and their godparents present them: 

Brynna Autumn Finley 
Ruby Liza Rollins 
Helen Sherrah-Davies 

 
INVITATION TO PRAYER 

 

LITANY OF THE SAINTS John Becker 

 

 

BLESSING OF BAPTISMAL WATER  

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN & PROFESSION OF FAITH 



 

BAPTISM | You Have Put on Christ Richard J. Clark 
  

 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

PRESENTATION OF A LIGHTED CANDLE 

SPRINKLING WITH BAPTISMAL WATER| You Will Draw Water Joyfully Tony Alonso 
 

 



1. God indeed is my Savior, I am confident and fearless. My courage is the Lord, for God has been my Savior! 
 

2. Proclaim God’s name to the nations, tell the world of God’s works.  
Praise the Lord, all you people, how glorious is God’s name! 
 

3. Sing the wonders God works, make them known in every land.  
O people of Zion, shout: The Holy one is among you.  

 

CELEBRATION OF RECEPTION 

CALLING OF THE CANDIDATES FOR RECEPTION 

Leander Maria Krawinkel 
John Eric Mosley 
Christopher Leslie Selph 
Kathryn Anne Vasinda 
Katherine Veideman 
Phenix Zuck 

 

INVITATION 

PROFESSION BY THE CANDIDATES 

ACT OF RECEPTION 

CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 

CALLING OF THE CANDIDATES FOR CONFIRMATION 

Hunter Nathanial Thomas Campbell 
Julie Theresa Nicholas DesAutels 
Brynna Autumn Finley 
Glenn C. Thomas Gallo 
Leander Maria Pope St. John XXIII Krawinkel 
Josefina Marina Mendez 
Viviann Elizabeth Merant 
John Eric Mosley 
Ruby Liza Madeleine Rollins 
Christopher Leslie Patrick Selph 
Helen Hildegard Sherrah-Davies 
Kathryn Anne Cecilia Vasinda 
Katherine Grace Veideman 
Johanna Elizabeth Rosalia Wilson 
Phenix St. Anne Zuck 

 

INVITATION 

  



LAYING ON OF HANDS | Veni, Sancte Spiritus Les Presses de Taizé 

 

 

ANOINTING WITH CHRISM 

THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 

Today’s collection will benefit Clergy Trust which provides programs and support to care for the 
health and well-being of all active and senior diocesan priests in good standing. By supporting this 
collection, you are helping to ensure that our active priests receive the care they need to continue their 
important work and our senior priests have support and access to quality care. This collection is a 
critical source of funding for the Trust and your generosity is greatly appreciated. On behalf of Father 
John and the priests of the Archdiocese who benefit from the support of Clergy Trust, thank you so 
much for your continued support and generosity. To donate online visit  

https://clergytrust.org/easter/ or https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/easter-2023-clergy-
health-trust or use the Flowcode below.  

 

https://clergytrust.org/easter/
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/easter-2023-clergy-health-trust
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/easter-2023-clergy-health-trust


LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | Rain Down Jaime Cortez  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

? The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

? Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

? Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right and just. 



HOLY, HOLY | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

 

GREAT AMEN | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 



  LAMB OF GOD | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to 
make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present at the celebration of the Eucharist, 
the church invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace. We can be assured that when we express our desire to 
receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that 
we encourage you to pray as you participate in our live-streamed liturgies: 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Loving Jesus, 
I believe that you 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you.  
 

  



COMMUNION | All Who Hunger Bob Moore 
 

 

  



Take and Eat Michael Joncas 
 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
DISMISSAL 

  



RECESSIONAL| Sing with All the Saints in Glory ODE TO JOY 

 

 



POSTLUDE| Toccata in F Major from Organ Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 Charles-Marie Widor 
 (1844-1937) 
                  Daniel Lamoureux, organ 
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