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PRELUDE | Adagio from Sonata, Op. 65, no. 3

5OCTOBER 2025
27™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847)

ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service IN BABILONE
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1. Lord, whose love in hum - ble serv - ice

2. Still the chil - dren wan - der home - less,

3. As we wor - ship, grant us vi - sion,

4. Called from wor - ship in - to serv - ice,
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Bore the weight of hu - man need,

Still the hun - gry cry for bread.

Till your love’s re - veal - ing light

Forth in your great name we go
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Who up - on the Cross, for - sak - en,

Still the cap - tives long for free - dom,

In its height and depth and great - ness

To the child, the youth, the a - ged,
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Of - fered mer - cy’s per fect deed:

Still in grief we mourn our dead.

Dawns up - on our hu - man  sight,

Love in liv - ing deeds to show.
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We, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship
As you, Lord, in deep com - pas - sion,
Mak - ing known the needs and bur - dens
Hope and health, good - will and com - fort,
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Not of voice a - lone, but heart,
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Your com - pas - sion bids us bear,
Coun - sel, aid, and peace we give
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Con - se - crat - ing to your pur - pose
Use the love your Spir - it kin - dles
Stir - ring us to faith - ful serv - ice,
That your chil - dren, Lord, in free - dom,
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Ev - 'ty gift that you im - part.
Still to save and make  us whole.
Your a - bun - dant life to share.
May your mer - Cy know, and live.
CALLTO WORSHIP

% In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.



GLORIA | Missa Pacem

Randolph Babin
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Glo - ri - a! Glo-ri-a! Glo - ry to God in the high - est,
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and on earth peace to peo - ple of good will.
Verse 1
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1.We praise you, we bless you, we a - dore you, we
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glo - ri-fy you, we give you thanks for your great glo - ry,
04, | | g
- . . I / 1/ : i.
!) I |4
Lord God, heav-en-ly King, O God, al-might-y Fa - ther.
Verse 2
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2.Lord Je - sus Christ, On-ly Be - got - ten  Son, Lord God,
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Lambof God, Son of the Fa - ther, you take a-way the
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sins of the world, have mer - cy on us; you
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take a-way the sins of the world, re - ceive our
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prayer;  you are seat - ed at the right hand of the



D.C.

P l | |
:@b- ”.lP' ”.IF' j o=
PY) 1 I 4
Fa - ther, have mer - cy on us.
Verse 3
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Christ, withthe Ho - 1y Spir - it, in the
N 4 : :
p I ) qe- I
ANIV4 )] | | w]
) vV T T T
glo - 1y of God the Fa - ther.
n4 I D.C.
g @wil | |
—fos— @ I ) o=
ANV s
.) |
A - men, a - men.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING | Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4
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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Friends,

It’s October—the time of year when we take a fresh look at parish life and reflect on
what’s going well, what needs some fine-tuning, and what new initiatives we want to
explore. Not only is this a valuable and practical exercise, but it’s also a reminder of the
many ways our parish makes a difference in the lives of our members and in the wider
community. From our vibrant parish life to our outreach ministries, there’s no shortage of
good happening here. And it’s all made possible by the generous sharing of time, talent,
and treasure by the members of our community ... namely, you!

Recurring giving is a vital part of parish programming, providing a predictable source of
income that allows us to plan, grow, and serve with confidence. And it’s built on a simple
yet powerful idea: every contribution, no matter how large or small, is a vital piece of the
puzzle that makes our community stronger. This is where iGive comes in. In thinking about
our annual iGive appeal, I’'m reminded that a puzzle piece is more than just a good meta-
phor. In the work of completing a puzzle, each piece, unique and distinct, comes together
to transform a chaotic jumble into a coherent, satisfying whole—but it takes patience,
determination, and the belief that even scattered pieces can coalesce to form something
beautiful while also making a lasting impact.

This year, our iGive theme is ‘Building a Stronger Community, Piece by Piece’ and our goal
this month is to add 75 new iGive households to the ranks of our community of commit-
ted givers. Enrolling is easy—simply visit www.stceciliaboston.org/igive to create an on-
line profile and indicate how you wish to fulfill your commitment—annually, semi-annu-
ally, quarterly, monthly, or weekly. And you can make your contributions via credit card or
electronic funds transfer. Every piece counts, and every contribution makes a difference.

Thank you for your consideration. Let’s commit to building a stronger community, piece
by piece, and continue making a difference in the lives of those around us. On behalf of
our staff, parish finance council, development committee, and all those you are unknow-
ingly helping, please know how grateful | am for your support. If you have any questions
or need help enrolling, please reach out to Colleen Melaugh, our Director of Finance and
Development, at cmelaugh@stceciliaboston.org.

Peace,

hv
ozt

Father John



BUILDING A STRONGER
COMMUNITY, PIECE BY PIECE

SIGN UP FOR /Give

our recurnring giving program:

Signh up online

W A
# 2 Create a profile
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Select your giving
amount & frequency

or visit: www.stceciliaboston.org/igive



WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Saturday, October 4 | 5:00 p.m. SPECIAL INTENTIONS
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Sy Beras, (Eaier Sunday, October 5 | 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, October 5 | 8:00 a.m. John and Angelina Machado, Memorial
:?::’ Pie;tzr"ggol\gacréo(?Mv, Gl Sunday, October 5 | 9:30 a.m.
&€ ¢ Roberta Wallace, 1st Anniversary
. 5 .
Sunday, October 5 | 9:30 a.m. M.atthew Houlihan, 25th Ann/v?rsary
. Elizabeth McDonough, Memorial
Rev. John Unni, celebrant s . .
. William Patrick Egan Il, Memorial
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon . .
. . Michael Batza, Memorial
Tom Comparato, Michael Lake, Natasha Bolton-Pierre, .
lect Alma Troland, Memorial
ectors John Peter Heffernan, Memorial
Dr. Loui j
Sunday, October 5 | 11:30 a.m. 5 LeIS s ey, WA el
Rev. John Prfedmore, SJ, celebrant - Sunday, October 5 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon and homilist Matthew G. Matheson. Memorial
Jerry McElroy, Karen McMenamy, Laura Melle, ’ ’
lectors
Sunday, October 5 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Gina Filloramo, lector
J

TODAY'S READINGS

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS
2 Kings 5:14-17
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Luke 17:11-19




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Andrea Surette, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, and
Anne Kenney.

We are pleased to welcome the following new members
of our community: Antoinette and Emmanuel Enohmbi,
Victoria Yordt, Katy Chan, Julianna Carey, Evan Kendall,
Maureen Moroz, Naomi Kamiyama, Kate Hanify, Mimi
and David Flanary, Anna FitzPatrick, Tim Conklin and An-
thony Yacovone, Maria Hegarty and Nate Herpich, and
Jessie Clifton and Quinn McKeown. If you have not pre-
viously registered, you can do so online at www.stcecilia
boston.org.

Each October, the Church in the United States observes
Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of October is
designated as Respect Life Sunday. This is a time to affirm
the inherent dignity and worth of every human life, from
conception to natural death, and in all its complexities.
As we reflect on the sacredness of life, we recognize that
respecting life means advocating for the most vulnerable
among us, including those struggling with poverty,
migration, incarceration, and marginalization. During
this month, we’re invited to examine our own hearts and
actions, and to consider how we can work towards a society
where every person is treated with dignity, compassion, and
respect.

Friday, October 10, marks World Day Against the Death
Penalty—a day to advocate for the abolition of capital
punishment. As Catholic Christians, we believe in the
inherent dignity of all people and affirm the sacredness
of all life. Pope Leo XIV, like Pope Francis, supports the
abolition of the death penalty, stating that it is “not really
pro-life,” is “inadmissible in all cases,” and is a violation of
the Fifth Commandment. If you’d like to learn more about
the Church’s anti-death penalty position, Catholic Mobilizing
Network offers education and resources about execution
and restorative justice: https://catholicsmobilizing.org/.
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Bring your furry, feathered, and scaly friends to our Blessing
of the Animals this Sunday! In commemoration of the
October 4 feast of Saint Francis of Assisi and in thanksgiving
for all of God’s creatures, we will bless animals this Sunday
at the 9:30 and 11:30 liturgies. Celebrate the joy, comfort,
and companionship our pets bring us and thank God for the
special place they hold in our lives. Children are encouraged
to bring a favorite stuffed animal to receive a blessing!

This Sunday, we welcome members of the Boston Police
Department and the Berklee College Police Department and
their furry friends from the K-9 unit for a meet and greet
following Sunday's 9:30 liturgy, as part of National Faith and
Blue Weekend. This provides the perfect opportunity for
folks to meet with officers in the spirit of building bridges
and breaking biases. We will also bless the officers’ canines
as part of the Blessing of the Animals!

This weekend we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection
to support the Universal Church and the work of the Holy
See, including the charitable works of Pope Leo XIV. These
works benefit our brothers and sisters on the margins
of society, including victims of war, oppression, and
disasters. To donate, please visit: https://www.osvhub.
com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/holy-father-missionary-
efforts-2025. Thank you for your generosity.

We are presently in need of having our gift card supply
replenished. If you would like to help in this way, simply
purchase a gift card (ideally in $10 increments) and drop
it in the collection basket at Mass, give it to on of our
receptionists, or mail it to the parish office. We would
especially like to receive gift cards from Shaw’s, Star Market,
Dunkin’, or Wendy’s. Thank you in advance for helping us
care for our sisters and brothers in need.

The flowers in front of the altar are given
to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Roberta Wallace by her husband Mark.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH
ORGANIZATION DELEGATES ASSEMBLY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 | 7PM | UNION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH (485 COLUMBUS AVENUE,
BOSTON)

Join the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO) at
Union Combined Parish on Sunday, October 5th at 7pm for
our next Delegates Assembly! We are calling on leaders from
all member institutions to be part of a conversation about
how this year's learnings can set us up for a Listening Session/
House Meeting Campaign to build our power further.

What are house meetings? They are a crucial step in the
community organizing cycle that builds a winnable campaign
that changes our communities for the better. House
Meetings are when people come together and share stories
about what matters to them and why. They are facilitated
to deepen relationships, identify leaders, and understand
interests. In a turbulent political moment, these meetings
help us get clarity about the pressures and priorities of our
base.

Register for the Delegates Assembly and be sure to invite
anyone who would be interested in this discussion. To sign
up, please visit:_tinyurl.com/Delegates-Assembly.

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 | STARTING THIS WEEKEND

For Respect Life Month this October, Saint Cecilia's Young
Adult Ministry is organizing a baby bottle drive for Your
Options Medical, a pregnancy help center that provides no-
charge, evidence-based medical information and services
to women and families facing unexpected or unsupported
pregnancies. Your Options offers pregnancy testing,
ultrasound confirmation, pregnancy options consultation,
pregnancy aid, parenting classes and resources, and more!

To participate, pick up a baby bottle in the back of the church
after Mass the weekend of October 4th and 5th. Over the
next few weeks, fill it up with spare change and cash and
return it when you attend Mass on October 25 or 26. You can
also give directly on Venmo (@youroptionsmedical))

When you return your bottle, you will be helping to provide
a hand of friendship to a woman in crisis. Please consider
supporting women, babies, and families this October by
participating in this drive!

FFF COFFEE HOUR
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Please join us for fellowship and sharing about the FFF
weekend and parish retreat that was held on Sept. 12-14. We
are looking forward to hearing from those of you who were
able to participate as well as sharing highlights with those
who could not attend. Folks from around the US and local
parishioners spent an engaging time with each other. From
pizza trivia night on Friday, presentations and conversations
on Saturday, a service project to assist Boston Catholic
Charities' Refugee and Migrant Ministry, a delightful dinner,
and worship on both Saturday and Sunday mornings; it was a
varied and full weekend. Please join us to hear more and to
share your ideas for next year!

If you wish to attend please send an email to the ministry.
There is no need to sign up again if you have already done so.

A NOTE FROM THE KNITTING &
CROCHET MINISTRY

NEXT SIT AND KNIT: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
9:30AM - 12PM | PARISH HALL

The Knitting & Crochet Ministry would like to thank everyone
from the Parish for supporting the Pumpkin Palooza. This year
all Pumpkins were adopted and taken to their forever homes.
All donations go to supporting our craft and the many charities
affliatied with the St.Cecila Parish.

Our next Sit & Knit is schedule for Sunday, October 5 from
9:30am to 12:00pm in the parish hall. The next Zoom Meeting
has been changed to Tuesday, October 14 from 3:30pm to
4:30pm.

For more information please send an email to the ministry.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7 | 7 PM | SANCTUARY

All  parishioners, regardless
of age, are invited to spend
an hour with the Lord at our
monthly Nights of Worship.
Praise and worship music led
by the Young Adult ministry will
guide your mediation and enrich - 1
your prayer in adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament. Please enter from the side door on Saint
Cecilia Street and ring the bell to be let in. Can’t join us in
person? We'll be live-streaming our worship service over
Zoom. To receive a Zoom link each month, please visit: tinyurl.
com/stc-night-of-worship. Come and join us at the altar!
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

SIMEON AND ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held

on Thursday, October 9th. From 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. there
will be coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will
be time for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

CHAMPIONS OF LOVE CLUB
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 | 12PM | PARISH HALL

Love is the most powerful force in the world. It’s not just
a good idea or a talking point. We believe that love moves
toward people and welcomes them home. The Champions
of Love club is an experience designed to set up a small
group of people to usher in a movement of love in their
community. Inaworld full of uncertainty and insurmountable
hurt, a Champion of Love club looks to give people a way
to respond and participate in doing good. We give ordinary
people opportunities to push back the darkness with an
extraordinary light and love. Through learning from leaders
and one another, we will act on our care for our neighbors
and participate in making the world a more loving place.

We are asking these questions: What can you do to bring
more love into the world? Who needs love today? How can
we leanin? Atypical meeting willinclude engaging with these
questions over lunch, discussions centered around timely
articles and readings, as well as planning and executing acts
of love for the local community.

Join us for our first meeting on Thursday, October 9th, at
noon in the Parish Hall (following our Simeon and Anna
Seniors Ministry). Lunch will be provided!

A SPACE TO SHARE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 | 6:30PM
COMMUNITY ROOM

Members of the LGBTQ+ community are invited to A Space to
Share - a place for any member of the LGBTQ+ community to
speak freely about the challenges and joys of being LGBTQ+
and Catholic. Whether it's your first visit or you're a regular,
we'd love to have you join us!

A Space to Share meets on the second Thursday of each
month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Our second session will be
held on Thursday, October 9 and pizza will be served.
When you arrive, please use the St. Cecilia Street pavilion
entrance, press the bell, and tell the receptionist that you
are attending A Space to Share.

Spaghetti Dirvien

# women’s lunch place

WOMEN'S LUNCH PLACE
SPAGHETTI DINNER

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 | 6 PM
THE FAIRMONT COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL

Fordecades, Spaghetti Dinner hasbeen atthe heartof Women'’s
Lunch Place’s fundraising. It brings the community together in
a shared commitment to nourish women facing hunger and
hardship with dignity, compassion, and connection.

This year, under the theme “At the Table Together,” the agency
celebrates the deep sense of belonging that comes from a
shared meal. Together, on October 9 at the Copley Fairmount
Hotel, they will raise funds to support their Healthy Meals
Program, which ensures every woman who walks through the
shelter's doors receives a warm, made-from-scratch meal in a
place that feels like home.

To learn more or purchase tickets, please head to:
https://womenslunchplace.org/all-events.

RAINBOW MINISTRY MOVIE NIGHT

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 | 6PM: PIZZA, 6:30PM: MOVIE
PARISH HALL

y &
y
THE MISTRANSLATION THAT SHIFTED CULTURE

What if the word Homasexwal,

was never meant to be in the Bible?

Join us for a showing of
1946: The Mistranslation 1
That Shifted Culture, a
feature documentary
that follows the story of
tireless researchers who
trace the origins of the
anti-gay movement among Christians to a grave mistranslation
of the Bible in 1946.

It chronicles the discovery of never-before-seen archives
at Yale University which unveil astonishing new revelations,
and casts significant doubt on any biblical basis for LGBTQIA+
prejudice. Featuring commentary from prominent scholars as
well as opposing pastors, including the personal stories of the
film’s creators, 1946 is at once challenging, enlightening, and
inspiring.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
Baby Bottle Drive | After Weekend Liturgies | Narthex
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom
Blessing of the Animals | 9:30am & 11:30am Liturgies
Faith and Blue | 9:30am Liturgy
Sit & Knit | 9:30am | Parish Hall
FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm EST via Zoom
GBIO Delegates Assembly | 7pm | Union United
Methodist Church

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Night of Worship| 7pm | Sanctuary

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall
Champions of Love Club | 12pm | Parish Hall
Space to Share | 6:30pm | Community Room

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

CALLING ALL MARRIED COUPLES!
OUR MARRIAGE MINISTRY NEEDS YOU!

Since our Marriage Ministry’s reboot in 2018, our Parish
has provided bi-annual marriage prep courses for engaged
couples planning to marry in the Church. These hybrid
courses, held on two consecutive Saturdays, are offered
every October and March. The next course is on October
18 (Zoom) and October 25 (in person). Saint Cecilia’s course
is based on the archdiocese’s Transformed in Love model,
in which married couples in the parish serve as witnesses
that lead engaged couples through the coursework.

To shepherd young couples through this significant
process, our Marriage Ministry needs your help! Whether
you’ve been married for a short time or for decades, we’d
love you to share your knowledge and experience with our
group. Again, our next course is in October; commitment
time is flexible, and we will provide guidance on how to
relay your experience and wisdom. This is a wonderful

opportunity to inspire future couples and nurture your own
marriage!

Also—this year we hope to expand our Marriage Ministry
with additional gatherings, and activities such as speakers,
book clubs, and a marriage mentoring program. We need
help to get these new initiatives up and running, so please
reach out if you're interested!

Please send an email to Julianne and Michael Lavelle at the
ministry email to learn more. We hope you will join us in
this rewarding ministry!

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 | 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in
open to parishioners who are struggling with their mental
health during challenging times. This is NOT a therapy
group, but a place to come together once a month to talk
about mental health through the lens of Scripture and faith.
To get on the distribution list, please contact Mary Wessel.

PIE SELLERS NEEDED

As part of our ongoing relationship with Community
Servings, we are looking for parishioners willing to assist with
their annual Pie in the Sky fundraiser. Every Thanksgiving
pie sold feeds a Community Servings client suffering
from a life-threatening illness for one week. The delicious
pies— apple, pecan, and pumpkin—are the perfect dessert
for your Thanksgiving table. If you are willing to help sell
pies at Saint Cecilia liturgies as well as to your friends and
colleagues, please email Mark Lippolt.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED - ADULTS AND
CHILDREN (GRADE 3 AND UP)

Do you feel called to serve at the Lord’s Table? We are
inviting both adults and children (3rd grade and older) to
become altar servers. This ministry is a beautiful way to
participate more fully in the Mass, grow in faith, and serve
our parish community.

Training will be provided—no prior experience necessary.
If you or your child is interested, please contact Mary
Wessel at her parish email.

Come and share in this meaningful ministry of service to
God and God'’s people!




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF CAPUCHIN
MOBILE MINISTRIES

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16| 6:30 PM
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, CHESTNUT HILL

Please join us on this special night to celebrate five years of
Capuchin Mobile Ministries. Back in 2020 we set out with the
simple but powerful idea of bringing quality spiritual care to
the streets of Boston and Cambridge. Since then, CMM has
blossomed into a thriving ministry. We will gather for dinner
on Thursday, Oct. 16, at 6:30 p.m. at Church of the Redeemer.
During the evening we will celebrate the accomplishments of
the last five years.

We will be joined by Dr. Jim O’Connell, founder and president
of Boston Health Care for the Homeless, who will share
from his point of view the importance of street care and the
impact CMM makes daily. We will also be presenting our
annual volunteer award to a very special person! Come and
enjoy the company of old and new friends. Come and share
what CMM has meant to you over the years, and bring others
to join in this meaningful ministry.

Tickets are $125, which can be purchased here: https://
secure.ggiv.com/for/cmmgg/event/celebrating5Syears/.For
sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to Amanda
Grant Rose at agrantrose@capuchin.org.

SHELTER MUSIC BOSTON'S
15TH ANNIVERSARY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 | 3 PM
THE ALLEN CENTER, NEWTON

We are excited to learn that Shelter Music Boston's 15th
Anniversary Concert will have Dr. Eileen Reilly as its honoree.
One of the founders of Women's Lunch Place and a physician
with Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program, Dr.
Reilly's lifelong commitment to our unhoused neighbors has
been extraordinary.

Each month, Shelter Music Boston performs live chamber
music concerts at community partners, including Pine Street
Inn and Women's Lunch Place. The transformation in their
audiences is immediate and palpable. After a recent concert
for women who are unhoused, one listener reported, "Music
helps my depression and anxiety. | felt happier and loved the
music."

Their 15th Anniversary Concert will be held on Saturday,
November 15 at 3:00 pm. The concert, including dessert
reception, willbeheldatthe AllenCenterin Newton. Ticketsare
$100, which you can purchase here: https://wl.donorperfect.
net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343965&id=80.

For more information or to learn about concert sponsorship
opportunities, please reach out to Sarah Leaf-Herrmann at
sarah@sheltermusicboston.org.

TUTTI MUSIC COLLECTIVE:
A CELTIC CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 | 8PM | SAINT CECILIA
CHURCH

Join us on Nov. 8th at 8pm at St. Cecilia Church, Boston
for a festive journey through music and stories of Ireland!
The Tutti Music Collective will join with the contemporary
Irish folk band, Ishna for an evening featuring new and
traditional works exploring the rich tapestry of Celtic music.
Expect a blend of choral and instrumental music featuring
traditional Irish and orchestral instruments. Tickets are
now on sale, visit: https://CelticCelebration_IshnaTMC.
eventbrite.com

2025
Celebration

Thursday, October 23
Saint Cecilia Parish
Boston, MA

530 PM ET

Honoring
Sharon McNally

Tickets and sponsorships
available at

healthequityintl.org
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WHY FRANCIS

TERMED THE

DEATH PENALTY ‘INADMISSIBLE’

Pope Francis addresses participants at an encounter marking the 25th anniversary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church at the
Vatican Oct. 11, 2017. The death penalty is "contrary to the Gospel," the pope said in his speech.

n August 1, 2018, the Vatican announced a change to the

Catechism of the Catholic Church that strengthened moral
opposition to the death penalty at the order of Pope Francis. In
his announcement of the change, Cardinal Luis Ladaria Ferrer,
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, maintained that it “expresses an authentic development
of doctrine that is not in contradiction with the prior teachings
of the Magisterium.”

And indeed, the change was not extreme. The old version of
the Catechism had already expressed great skepticism about
the use of lethal punishment. It simply left open a loophole
for cases where “this is the only possible way of effectively
defending human lives against the unjust aggressor.” The new
version appears to close that loophole. The relevant paragraph
now proclaims that “the death penalty is inadmissible because
it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person.”

Butwhatdoesit meantosaythedeath penaltyisinadmissible?
That is not a technical term of Catholic moral theology. How
does the prohibition relate to the established framework
of the Catholic moral tradition? In my view, there are three
options.

First, the prohibition against capital punishment could be an
absolute moral norm, binding in all times and places. In this
case, those who taught that capital punishment was either
morally good or morally tolerable were in fact mistaken—in
much the same way that those who taught that slavery was
tolerable were mistaken. Here the continuity would lie in the
growing sensitivity to the Gospel’s commitment to human
dignity.

Second, prohibition against capital punishment could be a
culturally dependent moral norm—absolutely binding, but

11
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only on those who live in particular times and cultures.
Consider the case of usury. For centuries, the church
considered the lending of money at interest to be an
intrinsic evil. But the church increasingly recognized
that an absolute prohibition was justified only in a pre-
capitalist economy, not in a capitalist one. The difference
between the first and second option does not matter
much in practice, since we cannot choose which era we
live in. But it is theoretically important, since it means
that those who held a different view of usury or capital
punishment in the past were not wrong to do so. They
were just born in different times.

Many conservative Catholics in the United States—the
only Western country to practice capital punishment—
sorely misused John Paul Il’s framework.

Finally, the prohibition might be a magisterial application
of the cardinal virtue of prudence, which is (morally
infused) right reason about things to be done or avoided
in the here and now. Although some categories of actions
are not intrinsically evil (that is, wrong by reason of the
agent’s object in acting), they can still be understood
as indisputably wrong given the indisputable facts
and circumstances. An example here would be a total
prohibition on the use of nuclear weapons.

So which of these three categories is the best way to
understand the new prohibition of capital punishment
as inadmissible? While there are arguments for each of
them, | think the case for the third option is strongest for
three reasons.

First, | think it is significant that the revision did not use
the phrase “intrinsic evil,” a label more appropriate for
wrongful acts in the first and second categories. Second,
Ladaria Ferrer presented the judgment as designed “to
better reflect” recent developments in church teaching.
The key development here was the articulation of the
prohibition under John Paul Il, which emphasized that
the situations in which the death penalty is morally
acceptable “are very rare, if not practically nonexistent.”
That type of reasoning belongs in the third category: it
is an authoritative judgment of prudential reasoning,
applying moral norms to specific factual situations.

But many conservative Catholics in the United States—the
only Western country to practice capital punishment—
sorely misused John Paul II's framework. They falsely
claimed that intrinsically evil acts like abortion were
always worse than actions that were wrong for other
reasons. Moreover, they treated prudential judgment in
a crudely relativistic way. They insisted that opposition

to intrinsically evil acts was compulsory—but when it came
to prudential judgments, it was chacun d son golt [to each
their own taste]. Despite their sensitivity to the dignity of the
unborn, they seemed blind to the dignity of the wretched,
messy, and less pure members of the human family.

The Catechism is a teaching tool. Pope Francis’s program as a
moral teacher is, | take it, first to reassert the inherent dignity
of every human being—even the inmate on death row—and
second to reclaim the vigor, breadth, and moral depth of
prudential judgment. But since the language of prudential
judgment has been distorted, Francis needed to find a new
way to convey his message. The word “inadmissible” is a good
choice for the job. While it is an oddity in English, it is a rich
word in Italian. According to the Italian Dictionary il Sabatini
Coletti, inammissibile refers to something that cannot be
approved (accettato), or justified (giustificato), something
lacking with respect to its assumptions (presupposti). So
even if capital punishment isn’t an intrinsic evil, it cannot be
approved or justified. It is an affront to the sovereignty of
God and to the dignity of all persons.

Co=p==09

Originally published in Commonweal Magazine on September
5,2018.

Cathleen Kaveny teaches law and theology at Boston College.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781

E-mail | info@stceciliaboston.org Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events

Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30%, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com), Erin
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge,
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex,
Parish Office, and on our website.

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.
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