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P A R I S H

3 NOVEMBER 2024
THE THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PRELUDE | Allegretto from Sonata, Op. 65, No. 4 Felix Mendelssohn
Brett Maguire, organist (1809-1847)
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | How Can I Keep from Singing Robert Lowry
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CALL TO WORSHIP

% In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

GLORIA | Missa Pacem L. Randolph Babin
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING | Deuteronomy 6: 2-6







WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.




A Prayer for Leadership
by Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB

Give us, O God,

leaders whose hearts are large enough
to match the breadth of our own souls
and give us souls strong enough

to follow leaders of vision and wisdom.

In seeking a leader, let us seek

more than development for ourselves—
though development we hope for—
more than security for our own land—
though security we need—

more than satisfaction for our wants—
though many things we desire.

Give us the hearts to choose

the leader who will work

with other leaders

to bring safety to the whole world.

Give us leaders

who lead this nation to virtue
without seeking to impose
our kind of virtue

on the virtue of others.

Give us a government

that provides for the advancement
of this country

without taking resources from others
to achieve it.

Give us insight enough ourselves

to choose as leaders those who can tell
strength from power,

growth from greed,

leadership from dominance,

and real greatness

from the trappings of grandiosity.

We trust you, Great God,

to open our hearts to learn

from those to whom you speak

in different tongues

and to respect the life and words

of those to whom you entrusted

the good of other parts of this globe.

We beg you, Great God,

give us the vision as a people

to know where global leadership truly lies,
to pursue it diligently,

to require it to protect human rights

for everyone everywhere.

We ask these things, Great God,
with minds open to your word
and hearts that trust in your eternal care.

Amen.




FOLLOWING THE SUNDAY 6PM MASS

JOIN US DOWNSTAIRS IN THE
PARISH HALL FOR FELLOWSHIP




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY SPELLAL INTIENTTIORS

Saturday, November 2 | 5:00 p.m. :ur'\l/lday, Notv;mbert? Ltghi\o a.m.

Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant - viargaret bunnet, /jm/versary

. Margaret Cunnane, Memorial
Cynthia Wanner, lector . .
Joyce Bussewitz, Memorial
Sunday, November 3 | 8:00 a.m. Ly uagiiine, i e
Rev. James Walther, OMV, celebrant
eV . Sunday, November 3 | 11:30 a.m.
Linda Frayling, lector . .
\Rlchard Carey, Memorial )

Sunday, November 3 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE
Chika Offurum, James Paradis, FOR OFFERTORY GIVING.

and Natasha Bolton-Pierre, lectors

Sunday, November 3 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Tom Skorupa, Tim McGillicuddy,
and Kate McGillicuddy, lectors

Sunday, November 3 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Bobbi Moran, lector
.

TODAY'S READINGS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS

]
Deuteronomy 6:2-6 SUPPORT OF SAINT CECILIA PARISH!

Hebrews 7:23-28

Mark 12:28b-34 This Weekend's Flowers
' The flowers in front of the altar are a
NE%(EE&I;%%Y S gift of the Dunnett girls for the glory

of God and in loving memory of their

mother, R. Margaret Dunnett.

1 Kings 17:10-16
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Sick

Please pray for all our sick and for those who are in
need of our prayer, especially Peggie Breslin, Mark
Brown, Joan Dunphy, Tom Franzago, David Kennedy,
Jacqueline Lavelle, Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele
Maniscalco, and Fred Tufts.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!

We are pleased to welcome the following new regis-
trants: Joe and Sharon Hehn of Chelmsford, Antonette
Fernandez and Paul Robicheau of Melrose, Caryn Sowa
of Natick, Lisa Paglia of Boston, and David DeSimone
and Gina Morda, also of Boston. If you have not previ-
ously registered, you can do so online at www.stcecili-
aboston.org.

Second Collection

This week’s second collection will support Catholic
Charities USA in Hurricane Relief for Helene and Milton
across the impacted states. Water, cleaning supplies
and hygiene kits, diapers, children’s activity kits, oral
rehydration products and blankets are among the items
being distributed. You can donate here: https://www.
osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/hurricane-
relief-collection

November—the Month of All Souls

November is a traditional time to remember and pray
for our dead. During this month, you are invited to in-
scribe the names of your deceased loved ones in The
Book of the Names of the Dead. The Book of the Names
of the Dead is located near the baptismal font as a re-
minder that the deceased have shared in the waters of
baptism, dying with Christ and rising to new life.

Election Week

Pray that the Holy Spirit will give us the hearts to elect
leaders who will bring safety to the whole world. May
we have the insight to elect leaders who can distinguish
strength from power, growth from greed, and leader-
ship from dominance. May our hearts and minds be
open to learning from those who are different from
us and may we have the vision as a people to always
and everywhere stand up for the protection of human
rights. Let us cast our votes with prayerful discernment,
humility, compassion, and in witness to God's love for
all creation. And let us not forget that Jesus always cast
his lot with the weak and the oppressed.

The End of Daylight Saving Time
Remember that Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m.

this Sunday, November 3. Please be sure to turn your
clocks back one hour on Saturday night or you'll be very
early for Mass!

Veterans Day Prayers

If there are veterans you would like to remember in
prayer on Monday, November 11 for Veterans Day,
email Michael Sennett at his parish email. We need all
names by 11/4. Please note: if you have submitted a
name in the past, we have the name on file—no need
to submit it again! If you're submitting a name for the
first time, please indicatewhether the veteran is alive
or deceased.

Help Care For Those in Need

Occasionally we give gift cards to our sisters and
brothers in need. We need to replenish our supply of
gift cards to Shaw's Supermarket, Star Market, and
Dunkin'. If you would like to help out in this way, simply
purchase a gift card and place it in the collection basket
at Mass, give it to a member of the staff, or mail it to the
Parish Office. We are very appreciative of your help as
we attempt to offer some assistance to our neighbors
in need.
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COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE
FAITHFUL DEPARTED

Our loved ones who have died since November 1, 2023

Carmela Franchi
Rick Gaillardetz
Osla Case
Bob Mann
Jean Marino
Timothy Finn
John Patrick Hart
Larry Kessler
Mary Olivieri
Anna Clark
Rev. John Spencer, SJ
Patricia Clooney
Keith Paul Creamer
Dennis F. Jackson
Osla F. Case
lan L. Berkeley
Jim English
Richard E. Barbieri
William F. Boozang

B\

"Blessed are the dead who have died in the Lord,

Luke B. Santos
Cecilia K. Chi
Larry Lucchino
Rev. Andrew R. Albert. SM
Donald C. Garaventi
Mary Lou Versage
Jeswald W. Salacuse
John A. McCarthy
John O’Brien
JoAnn Serpico
Mary Botosh
Kay Whelan O'Halloran
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton
Rev. Charles E. Cunniff, CSP
Phyllis MacDonald
Rev. Richard Stanley, SJ
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ
Larry McMenamy

Rev. Gustavo Gutiérrez, OP

let them rest from their labors,

for their good deeds go with them.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon them."

Order of Christian Funerals
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PINE STREET INN & SAINT CECILIA PARISH

THANKSGIVING MEAL DRIVE

Saint Cecilia Parish and Pine Street Inn are partnering again to provide 200 meal kit bags of
shelf-stable foods for the housing tenants to have a nice Thanksgiving meal in their home with
family and friends. We invite Saint Cecilia parishioners to complete a meal kit bag with the

food items listed below.

Parishioners can pick up their meal kit bag in the church narthex beginning on
Sunday, November 3 after each Mass (8:00, 9:30,11:30,and 6:00)

or can pick up a bag at the reception desk.

On Sunday, November 24, a Pine Street Inn van will be in front of Saint Cecilia from
8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to receive your filled meal kit bag. Please be sure to

return your bag to the church on this date.

f Items for the tenant Thanksgiving meal kit bags: \
1. Boxed Stuffing Mix 5.Canned Corn or Green Beans (pop-top lid)
2. Instant Mashed Potatoes Packet 6. Brownie Mix
3. Dried Gravy Mix Packets 7. Salt and Pepper (shakers)
4. Canned Cranberry Sauce 8. Handheld Can Opener

N /

As an alternative to providing a meal kit bag, please consider donating a $25.00 gift card
to a large grocery store (e.g., Shaw’s, Star Market, or Market Basket).

Gift cards can be dropped off on the 24th or mailed to the attention of Karen Dunnett or Lisa Pickering,
Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY!

W

Pine Street Inn

Ending Homelessness




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE IS

PIE IN THE SKY

Saint Cecilia volunteer pie sellers will be avail-
able after this weekend's Masses to take your or-
ders for Thanksgiving pies to benefit one of our
non-profit partner agencies, Community Serv-
ings. Pie in the Sky fosters community spirit and
engages the public in the mission of Community
Servings—Massachusetts' free, home-delivered
meals and nutrition program for the critically
ill. Each pie, which can be picked up a couple of
days before Thanksgiving at over 40 locations in
Greater Boston, costs $35, providing a week's
worth of nutritious, home-delivered meals to a
Community Servings' client. Even if you will be
out of town for Thanksgiving, you can help by
purchasing a pie and donating it to a Community
Servings' client or you can buy a pie that will be
served at Thanksgiving Day dinners for residents
of Morville House, Women's Lunch Place, and
the Pine Street Inn. Questions? Please contact
Mark Lippolt at the Hunger and Homelessness
ministry email address.

' LAUDATO SI’

Action Platform

The Saint Cecilia Climate Justice group will meet
on Sunday, November 3, at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 1.
All are welcome to attend!

Parish Climate Action Plan

Each month, Saint Cecilia will focus on a different goal
from the Laudato Si’ Action Platform as part of the effort
to create a Parish Climate Action Plan. The goals include:
responding to the cry of the Earth and that of the poor;
ecological economics; adopting sustainable lifestyles; eco-
logical education; ecological spirituality; and building com-
munity resilience and empowerment.

Response to the Cry of the Poor

This goal calls for the promotion of eco-justice, the defense
of human life from conception to death, and the defense
of all forms of life on Earth. Actions include projects to
promote solidarity, with special attention given to vulner-
able groups such as indigenous communities, refugees, mi-
grants, and children at risk, analysis and improvement of
social systems, and social service programs.

Saint Cecilia Parish has a strong Hunger and Homelessness
ministry, and other ministries that support the poor in the
Boston area. What more can we do that brings about sys-
temic change?

The rich and the poor have equal dignity, for “the Lord is
the maker of them all” (Prov 22:2). (Laudato Si’, p. 94).

ALTAR SERVERS

Students in grades 3 through 10 are invited to join our
liturgies as altar servers! Altar serving is a great way for
young people to engage more deeply with the Mass
and enrich their blossoming faith lives. There will be
a mandatory training for new altar servers on Sunday,
November 10 at 1:30 p.m. in the church. Please contact
Joe Ebbert to sign up, or to request an alternative
session if you are unable to attend on November 10 at
his parish email address.
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KNIT & CROCHET MINISTRY
SIT & KNIT

Sunday, November 3, 9am - 11am
Saint Cecilia Parish Hall

Our merry group of parish knitters and crocheters
will be sitting & knitting in the parish hall this Sunday
morning from 9:00 to 11:00. They are working on some
wonderful projects that will be donated to various lo-
cal organizations and would love for people to stop by,
say hello, and see what’s on their needles! To learn
more about this ministry, please send an email to the
Knit and Crochet Ministry address.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP

Tuesday, November 5 | 7:00-8:00 p.m.
(FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH)
Saint Cecilia Sanctuary | Open to all!

S

Join the Saint Cecilia community for our monthly Night

of Worship and Adoration. From 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Come find rest and healing in God'’s presence in the
Blessed Sacrament with praise and worship music led
by the Young Adult Ministry.

All are welcome to come to the altar.

Please use the St. Cecilia Street entrance
and ring the bell to enter.

Can’t join us in person? We'll be piloting a live-stream
of our worship service over Zoom.
Register here: https://bit.ly/3BZAp63

SAINT CECILIA FAR-FLUNG FLOCK

ONLINE COFFEE HOUR
Sunday, November 3 at 4:00 p.m. ET | Zoom

It is with great enthusiasm that we welcome members
of the Saint Cecilia Young Adult Ministry to the
FFF online coffee hour. Saint Cecilia is blessed with
ministries spanning all ages. The young adult group was
founded to invite people between the ages of 20 and
40 to explore their faith by sharing fellowship and to
engage in building a community of people who share
their spirituality and serve others. Come and learn how
our younger parishioners support each other and live
out their faith. We look forward to a rich conversation.

Those who haven't previously registered for a coffee
hour are encouraged to sign up for the Far-Flung
Flock email list using the following link: https://

bit.ly/45pDVRa. There is no need to re-register
if they’ve participated in the past. If someone is

not receiving notifications, they should contact
the Far Flung Flock email address.

GREETERS

We are looking to enrich our hospitality ministry by
adding new greeters at our Saturday 5:00 p.m. and
Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Masses! This min-
istry is vital to cultivating a welcoming and inclusive
environment at all our liturgies. If you are interested,
please contact Joe Ebbert to sign up at his parish email
address.

10




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY!

We are looking for additional singers and instru-
mentalists to participate in music ministry at the
9:30 and 11:30 liturgies, so we invite you to audi-
tion and join! Choir rehearsals take place weekly on
Thursdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the church. If in-
terested, please see our Director of Music, Rob Duff,
after Mass or email him at his parish address.

HALLOWEEN RECYCLED

If you live in a
household that
received too
many pieces of
| Halloween can-
dy or had a lot of
candy leftover at
the end of the festivities, please consider donat-
ing it to the Pine Street Inn. Starting next Sun-
day, November 3, you can bring your remaining,
individually-wrapped confections to church and
put them in the bin in the narthex. Saint Cecilia
volunteers serve each month at the Men's Inn
so these donations will make a nice treat for the
guests we serve!

JOIN OUR WISDOM & MATURE
SPIRITUALITY GROUP

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group holds
two online gatherings each week on Zoom. They
meet Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM and
Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 AM to share ways
in which faith informs and enriches the second half of
life. They're not a book club, but their conversations
are often informed by shared spiritual reading. Their
current book is Awareness: Conversations with the
Masters by the late Anthony De Mello, SJ. To request
information about meetings or to be added to the
Wisdom mailing list, please email the ministry parish
email address.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
BECOMING CATHOLIC?

If you or someone you know is interested in exploring
becoming a baptized Catholic Christian, or if you are
a Catholic who has not received the sacraments of
confirmation and Eucharist, we have just the group for
you! Last Tuesday, we held our first RCIA inquiry session
of the season. If you think you might be interested but
were unable to be with us, it's not too late. We meet
in the parish hall on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to
8:00 and welcome anyone who is interested. Perhaps
this is the right time to begin your journey! Questions?
Please contact Pastoral Director of Operations, Nicole
Pascarelli-O'Brien, at her parish email.

11
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APPROACHING ELECTION DAY AS

CITIZENS AND PEOPLE OF FAITH

BY CARDINAL WILTON GREGORY

Every election cycle, the questions remain about the same:
Whom should | vote for, if anyone? Should | vote “yes” or
“no” on a particular ballot proposal? In some years, we
may be very enthusiastic, the choices seem crystal clear to
us. As we approach our nation’s 250th birthday in 2026, it
is only right that we should celebrate and give thanks to
God for His providence and for the blessings of freedom
and self-government.

In other years, our enthusiasm may be diminished by the
quality of discourse, a lack of clarity, or other factors. It’s
understandable if one may sometimes feel inundated,
hesitant, discouraged or simply fed up with the political
process. But the truth is we cannot simply sidestep
civic affairs. Voting is not only a privilege; it is a sacred
responsibility that we shoulder for the direction of our
community, state and nation. As Pope Francis said early
in his pontificate, “None of us can say, ‘I have nothing to
do with this.” No, | am responsible for those chosen to be
our leaders, and | have to do the best so that they perform
well by participating in political processes according to my
ability.”

To accomplish that task correctly, we must be informed
about fundamental principles and knowledgeable about
where the candidates stand and about the great issues
that we face as a people. While in some cases our electoral
decisions may be simply a matter of prudential judgment
and personal preference, some entail positive obligations
to seek the common good. Conversely, not every decision,
public policy or enacted legislation is proper or worthy
of the human person. Some matters involve inherently
immoral acts, which can never be approved. Not all issues
are of equal importance or have immediate personal
consequences, but all of them taken together impact us
today, and will do so tomorrow.

Right around election time, we in the Church will soon
hear the universal call to holiness on All Saints Day as we
start to turn our gaze toward Christ the King. Whether this
is by sheer coincidence or divine providence, it certainly
puts things into proper perspective.

First, we are not only — or even primarily — citizens of any

worldly nation such as the United States. As People of God,
we are also citizens, representatives, and builders of the
kingdom of God in our midst, a kingdom of social fraternity,
truth, justice and peace. Our first allegiance to God and His
plan for humanity of a good and just society lies at the heart
of any of our decisions. We have an obligation in conscience
at all times to love one another in truth, and the choices we
make in any aspect of our lives must be grounded in and
directed toward the good and away from injustice.

On Election Day, Tuesday, November 5, these principles
and the other revealed social and ethical doctrines of the
Church will be the same as they were on Sunday, November
3 —calling us to love our neighbor as ourself.

On occasion, people have said to me that the Church
should not be in the political arena, that one’s faith and
public engagement should be distinct. But the Church
lives in society, not merely within the four walls of those
structures wherein we worship. The Church has not only the
privilege, but the obligation of offering a voice in favor of the
fundamental values of human existence and the common
good. The Church does not tell you how to vote, but wisely
recommends only ethical principles and a moral framework
for people to consider and to evaluate when you are about
to make crucially important decisions regarding your vote in
this election.

The bishops of the United States have jointly issued
a statement on these vital concerns entitled Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. This resource is available
on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website at usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/
upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf.

We bishops believe that this statement describes the
comprehensive range of social and moral concerns that
every Catholic should consider as you exercise your
responsibility in voting for our public elected officials and
on ballot proposals.

We need to know and then bring our moral values and vision
to the process, including into the voting booth. Otherwise,
public policy would soon be the rule of the powerful,

12
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disengaged from objective truth and social justice. Besides,
to live out our Catholic faith in civic engagement is not to
impose our religious beliefs on anyone but is instead to
summon our nation to its own highest principles.

Many conflicting voices compete for our attention in today’s
campaign environment. Some may suggest that all moral
and social issues are of uniform importance. However, the
dignity of human life will always be a foundational issue
that we face in our society and in our world.

Yes, we must also assess some very complex issues involving
the economy, jobs, housing, healthcare, the just care of
the poor, the rights of workers, the dignity of migrants,
the conservation of the environment, public safety and
national security, as well as the most basic unit of the
human community — the family itself — to list only some
of the issues that we now face. It is right that we speak
up for these concerns, which we cannot ignore or dismiss,
because they flow from the very human dignity that we
all enjoy as God'’s children. But at the head of all of these
vitally important concerns is the issue, and inalienable
right, of human life and human dignity itself.

Every election places before us serious choices. What
defines us as a people is, in no small way, how we respond.
When a voter once asked him for advice during an election
with particularly difficult options, Pope Francis responded,
“Study the proposals well, pray, and choose in conscience!”
This has been a long political season. | very deliberately
chose to save this column so that | could speak with you
about these issues in these closing moments before you
cast your ballots. Quite often the last words that we hear
are the ones that stay with us. When all of the campaigning
is exhausted, when the commercials are silenced, when
the pundits are preparing to pivot from what they think will
happen to what actually did occur, you and you alone must
cast a ballot that will be your contribution to the future of
this community and nation. The Holy Father’s advice here
is sound — pray first, and then choose in good conscience.
May you make your electoral decisions fully informed and
inspired by the wisdom of our faith in building toward a
society of goodness, justice and fraternal harmony.

~ Cardinal Wilton Gregory is the seventh Archbishop
of Washington, D.C. He was ordained a priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago on May 9, 1973, and three years
after his ordination began graduate studies at the Pontifical
Liturgical Institute (Sant’ Anselmo) in Rome. There, he
earned his Doctorate in Sacred Liturgy in 1980. Pope Francis
elevated him to the rank of cardinal on November 28, 2020,
making him the first African-American Cardinal.

VISIT OUR FAMILY FLEX CENTER!

As we gather to celebrate Mass, we are reminded of the
importance of community and the shared experience of
worship. However, we understand that attending Mass
with young children can sometimes be challenging.
That's why we encourage you to visit our Family Center,
located to the left of the parish café and underneath
the staircase on Saint Cecilia Street. Here, parents can
watch Mass as their children play, and nursing moth-
ers can enjoy a quieter, more private space. If you have
any questions about the Family Center, please contact
our Director of Facilities and Events, Lisa Pickering at
her parish email address.

RETURNING CITIZENS MINISTRY:
LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS

Previously known as our Prison and After Ministry,
the Saint Cecilia Returning Citizens group meets ev-
ery other Monday evening from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. to
provide a safe, welcoming space for men transition-
ing back into society following prison or jail. Each
meeting consists of an opportunity to discuss chal-
lenges (and wins!) and gain support, followed by a
shared meal. In particular, we welcome individuals
from Coolidge House (the federal release center on
Huntington Avenue) and Brooke House (the state
release center in the Fenway). We are looking for
more men to join us, so, if you know anyone who
could benefit from this group, please personally
invite them to join. You can refer any questions to
the Returning Citizens email address.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. & By Appointment
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781

Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Joe Ebbert, Director of Emerging Adult Ministries

Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events

Michael Sennett, Digital and Print Media Coordinator

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Fr. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Vasily Izumchensky, Livestream Sound Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would
like to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $13, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $13 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this
discount, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person
during the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit
gate. To obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering
the garage into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month. For more
information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith
Formation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon, at her parish email.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers
in mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program
(VIRTUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has
concerns about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria
Roche, Letitia Howland, Kathy Sanders, MD, or Erin Young if you have any
questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program
to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful
about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating
a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting poten-
tially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex,
Parish Office, and on our website.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and
women become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suit-
able for those baptized in different faith traditions who are in-
terested in becoming Catholic, or, for those who were bap-
tized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe
in the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be
brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick
during regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighbor-
hoods in and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners
from around the country and arround the world. We invite both local and
long distance individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form
on our website. No matter what your background or location, please
know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:

According to online safety guidelines released by the
Archdiocese of Boston, we have removed email addresses
from our online parish bulletin to avoid the danger of po-
tential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or ministry email address, please call our recep-
tion desk (617-536-4548) and our receptionists would be
happy to pass along the appropriate information. Thank
you for helping us maintain our parish security online!
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