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PRELUDE | Allein Gott in der Hoh sei Ehr, BWV 622 Johann Sebastian Bach
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% In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso
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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.




ADVENT:

WITH BECCA STEVENS

December 13 | 9AM - 3PM | Saint Cecilia Church

Join Rev. Becca Stevens for a day of love,
community, and justice on Saturday,
December 13, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at Saint Cecilia.

Becca Stevens is an authonr, speakernr,
entrepreneunr, and founder & president
of Thistle Farms, a social enterprise
dedicated to helping women survivors
recover and heal from prostitution,
trafficking, and addiction.

SCAN HERE DETAILS

- Donation request is $25

A continental breakfast and boxed
lunch will be provided to retreatants

Thistle Farms and Global Shared Trade
TO REGISTER products will be available to purchase

Or you can visit: + For more information, please contact
www.stceciliaboston.org/ Scott Macdonald.

advent-retreat



https://www.stceciliaboston.org/advent-retreat/

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Saturday, November 15 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Rosaria Salerno, lector

Sunday, November 16 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Emily St Germain, lector

Sunday, November 16 | 9:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Jen Kowieski, Karen McMenamy, Zach Boutin, lectors

Sunday, November 16 | 11:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Clare Gillis, Pat Scofield, Esteban Vanegas, Jr, lectors

Sunday, November 16 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Elli St George, lector

P

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

Saturday, November 15 | 5:00 p.m.
Angelo Valente, Sr, Memorial

Sunday, November 16 | 9:30 a.m.
Matt Westover, Month's Mind
Peter Lanzetti, 16th Anniversary
John J. Callaghan, Jr, Memorial
Lawrence Strah, Memorial

Linda Craven, Memorial

Glenn Calmus, Memorial

Wednesday, November 19 | 8:00 a.m.
Maria Cristina Campo de Paez, Memorial

Friday, November 21 | 8:00 a.m.
Elena Paez, Anniversary

Cristobal Paez, Memorial

Michael Joseph Russell, Memorial

TODAY'S READINGS

Malachi 3:19-20a
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Luke 21:5-19

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST
THE KING READINGS
2 Samuel 5:1-3

Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43

Scan this code for
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Sick

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul
Surette.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!

We are pleased to welcome the following new members
of our community: Martin Davis, Maeve Clancy and Frank
Bell, Mary Jo Meisner, Seth Toski, Olivia Glass, Janice
Sturchio, Richeliz Maldonado, and Julia Hawes. If you have
not previously registered, you can do so online at www.st-
ceciliaboston.org.

Mission Appeal Weekend

As part of the annual Missionary Co-Operative Program
Maureen Crowley Heil representing The Missionary
Childhood Association, will speak at all Masses this
weekend. The Missionary Childhood Association is one of
the four Pontifical Mission Societies represented here in
the Archdiocese of Boston. Maureen will share stories of
the missions and help us build a spiritual connection to
others whose daily lives may be very different from ours.
The Missionary Childhood Association is the official mission
agency of the Catholic Church dedicated to assisting
and supporting laypeople, priests, and religious in their
evangelizing missionary work with children under the age
of fourteen.

Envelopes are in the pews for this weekend’s second
collection. You can also take the envelope home to mail
your gift in, visit https://www.osvhub.com/
stceciliaboston/giving/funds/missionary-
cooperative-appeal-2025 to donate, or use
the QR code on the left. Please be sure to
identify our parish so that we are credited
for your gift.

November: The Month of Remembrance

November is the traditional time to remember and pray for
those who have gone before us. During this month, you are
invited to inscribe the names of your deceased loved ones
in The Book of the Names of the Dead, located in front of the
side altar dedicated to Pope St. Pius X. You are also invited
to bring in photos of your deceased loved ones and display
them on the Pope St. Pius X altar. The book and the photos
will remain in place throughout the month of November.

Advent Retreat Registration

Registration for the Advent Retreat opens on Friday,
November 14th at 9am. To register, please scan the QR code
on page 3 or visit www.stceciliaboston.org/advent-retreat.
Please note this retreat is limited to 160 participants. If you
have any questions, please contact Scott Macdonald at his
parish email.

Pray for Our Parishioners on Retreat

This weekend, 45 of our community members are on
retreat at Eastern Point Retreat House in Gloucester. We
pray that all our retreatants find rest and refreshment as
they step away from their ordinary lives to spend some time
encountering God through prayer, reading, and reflection.

The Cheverus Awards: Congratulations, Rosaria!

We are pleased to announce that this year’s Saint Cecilia
nominee for the Cheverus Medal is Rosaria Salerno. We
hope you'll join us at the The Cathedral of the Holy Cross
on Sunday, November 23, at 3pm to honor Rosaria with
this award. Your presence will be a heartfelt expression of
gratitude and affection for our remarkable friend.

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS

This Week's Liturgies
Prayers and Occasions
Coming Up At Saint Cecilia
Saint Cecilia Day Concert

Pope Leo (and The Beatles) Are Right: Money
Can’t Buy Us Love. By Valerie Schultz

Everyone Has At Least One Sermon in Them
By Jonathan Davis

Bulletin Artist Spotlight:
Jacob Lawrence

Parish Resources
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

. COMMUNITY
SERVINGS

PIE IN THE SKY
PLACE YOUR ORDERS AFTER MASS THIS WEEKEND

Saint Cecilia volunteer pie sellers will be available after this
weekend's Masses to take your orders for Thanksgiving
pies to benefit one of our non-profit partner agencies,
Community Servings. Pie in the Sky fosters community spirit
and engages the public in the mission of Community Servings
-- Massachusetts' free, home-delivered meals and nutrition
program for the critically ill. Each pie, which can be picked
up a couple of days before Thanksgiving at over 40 locations
in Greater Boston, costs $35, providing a week's worth of
nutritious, home-delivered meals to a Community Servings'
client.

And if you won't be in town for Thanksgiving, no worries. You
can still donate a Pie for the Thanksgiving meal at one of our
other non-profit partner agencies: Women's Lunch Place,
Morville House, or Pine Street Inn. For more information:

or to place an order: https://www.pieinthesky.org/team/
saint-cecilia-boston/.

CONCERT TO BENEFIT WOMEN'S
LUNCH PLACE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 | 7-9PM | NEW ENGLAND
CONSERVATORY - WILLIAMS HALL
290 HUNTINGTON AVENUE

The next Boston concert of Music for Food’s 15th season
features a dynamic duo of chamber works and vocal
musings: beginning with a set of light duets by Luciano
Berio — performed by violinist Nathan Cole and violist Kim
Kashkashian — followed by vocalist Dominique Eade and
pianist Tim Ray in a selection of songs and improvisations.
After intermission we turn to a classic of Romantic chamber
music: Piano Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 47 by Robert
Schumann, performed by violinist Stephanie Zyzak, Kim
Kashkashian, cellist Marcy Rosen, and pianist Max Levinson.

Admission is free, with a suggested donation of $S40 for adults
and $15 for students.

Every dollar donated goes directly to Women’s Lunch Place,
supporting women facing hunger and food insecurity.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS WITH GRIEF:
SUPPORT & PRACTICAL TIPS FOR FACING
HOLIDAY CHALLENGES AFTER LOSS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 | 3PM EST VIA ZOOM

While the world tells us that the holidays are “the most
wonderful time of the year,” we know that for many, this can be
an emotional and difficult season.

Anyone in need of consolation and healing is invited to join
this session, a space where individuals who have experienced
loss can come together to share their thoughts, feelings, and
strategies for coping during this time.

Created by GriefShare, you’ll find encouragement, support,
and valuable tools to navigate the season. There is no charge
to attend, and a free guidebook is included. To register, contact
Mary Wessel at her parish email.

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE
MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTHCARE
WORKFORCE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16| 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

This group meets on the third Sunday of the month at 1pm
following the 11:30 Mass to provide spiritual support for those
working in the healthcare system during these challenging
times. You are welcome to drop in and meet other parishioners
who work in the healthcare system who want to integrate their
Catholic spirituality in their self-care and care of others. Please
feel free to contact Michael Murphy, EdD, Kathy Sanders, MD, or
contact reception for more information.

BOSTON HEALTH CARE FOR THE
HOMELESS: 2025 EMERGING LEADERS FALL
SOIREE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 | 6 -10PM
GRACE BY NIA, 60 SEAPORT BLVD #325, BOSTON

The BHCHP Emerging Leaders Board is pleased to host its 10th
annual Fall Soirée at the soul-inspiring supper club Grace by Nia
this year! Join for a fun night out with friends and colleagues,
mingle with other young professionals from the Boston area,
and help raise critical funds for one of Boston’s most essential
community organizations.

As BHCHP marks its 40th anniversary this year, we hope you’ll
consider attending the Soirée and sponsoring the event, if
possible.

To learn more or purchase tickets: https://www.bhchp.org/
events/elbsoiree25/.
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SIMEON AND ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 20th. From 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. there will
be coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be time
for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | 6:30 PM | COMMUNITY
ROOM

Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is an annual
observance on November 20 that honors the memory of
the transgender people whose lives were lost in acts of anti-
transgender violence. A short prayer service will be held in
the community room. After which, all are welcome to join us
at Queer History Boston's community vigil and dinner. The
vigil will be from 7:00 to 8:45pm outside the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum, featuring a reflection on the history of
TDOR, the reading of names, and a candle-lighting ceremony
in remembrance of those we’ve lost to anti-trans violence. The
vigil will be followed by a free community dinner from 9:00 to
10:30 PM at Simmons University’s Linda K. Paresky Conference
Center. For more information, please head to: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/bostons-26th-annual-transgender-day-of-
remembrance-tickets-1916178494459.

WORKSHOP FOR CAREGIVERS AND
CARES MINISTERS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 9AM - 12PM
COMMUNITY ROOM

Caring for others is a sacred calling—but it can also be
exhausting. Join us for a Workshop for Caregivers and CARES
Ministers, a time of reflection, renewal, and practical guidance
for those who accompany others in times of need. Together,
we’ll explore the spiritual dimensions of caregiving, share
stories to build pastoral resilience, and reconnect with the
peace that comes from serving in Christ’s name. Whether you
care for loved ones, parishioners, or those in your community,
this workshop offers encouragement and tools to sustain both
heart and spirit. To register, please send an email to Mary
Wessel at her parish email.

)\

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
NOVEMBER 15 - 22

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Pie In The Sky | After Weekend Masses

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom
Medical and Mental Healthcare Support Group | 1pm

Classroom 1

Surviving the Holidays | 3pm ET via Zoom

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Returning Citizens | 5:30pm | Parish Hall

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Community Room

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall
Transgender Day of Remembrance | 6:30pm
Community Room

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
CARES Workshop | 9am | Community Room

WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATION
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 | 11:30 AM MASS

On Sunday, November 30th,
we will commemorate World
AIDS Day at the 11:30 liturgy,
and our parish AIDS Memorial
Quilt will be on display in the
rear of the church. In 1995,
parishioners at the Jesuit
Urban Center (JUC) created
the quilt as a memorial to
honor the members of that
community whose lives were
cut short by HIV/AIDS. When the JUC closed in 2007, the
quilt was given a new home at Saint Cecilia, where it now
resides as a powerful visual reminder of the lives of beloved
members of these two communities.
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WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY

THURSDAYS AT 7:30PM AND SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM
VIAZOOM

The Wisdom and  Mature
Spirituality Group holds two weekly
online gatherings via Zoom. We
meet Thursday evenings from 7:30
to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM to share
ways in which faith informs and
enriches the second half of life.
Our conversations are informed by
our shared spiritual reading, but
reading the book is optional. We
are finishing Practically Divine by
Becca Stevens, and will be starting
Modern Spiritual Masters: Writings
on Contemplation and Compassion, edited by Robert Ellsberg
for our Nov 6 and Nov 9 meetings. To request information or
to be added to our mailing list, please send an email to the
ministry.

MODERN
SPIRITUAL |
MASTERS
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THANKSGIVING AT MORVILLE HOUSE

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 & THURSDAY, NOVEMBER
27 | MORVILLE HOUSE

For over 20 years, Saint Cecilia parishioners have been
serving Thanksgiving dinner at Morville House, a 147-unit
federally subsidized home for low-income elders at 100
Norway Street. We are once again looking for assistance and
are in need of the following:

- 5 Turkeys (20 to 25 Ibs. each, roasted and carved) delivered
to Morville House anytime on Wednesday, November 26th
or by 10:00 am on Thanksgiving morning

- Desserts (cookies, brownies, and cake) delivered to Morville
House anytime on Wednesday, November 26th or by 10:00
am on Thanksgiving morning

- 6 volunteers to set-up (10:30a — 12:30p Thanksgiving
morning)

20 volunteers to serve and clean-up (12:00p — 3:30p
Thanksgiving day)

There will be sign-up sheets in the narthex on November
15th-16th and 22nd-23rd and we hope you can join us!

CAMPAIGN FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

The Campaign for Catholic

Schools extends a big "thank CAMPAIGN
you" to Saint Cecilia for FOR CATHOLIC
partnering with us for our SCHOOLS
holiday food assistance

fund, which will provide

625 families at Saint John
Paul 1l Catholic Academy
(Dorchester) and  Trinity
Catholic Academy (Brockton)
with $200 grocery store
gift cards. These families all
meet the criteria for food
insecurity, with 475 of our
1,500 students (32%) being
SNAP recipients. With rising food costs, and food pantries
unable to meet growing demands, your support is needed and
appreciated.

Support the CCS
Holiday Food Assistance Fund
for 625 of Our Academy Families

Thanks to an anonymous couple, all gifts will be matched 100%.
If you would like to make a gift to this food drive, see the QR
code or give online at www.campaignforcatholicschools.org/
christmas-meals-drive. Thank you in advance for your help!

A CONCERT TO HONOR SAINT CECILIA,
PATRON SAINT OF MUSIC

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 8PM
SAINT CECILIA CHURCH

The Saint Cecilia Choir and musicians will present a concert
that will feature Igor Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms, a
choral symphony first commissioned by The Boston Symphony
Orchestra in 1930 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
symphony’s founding. The Symphony of Psalms, scored for choir
and orchestra, gives voice to a spiritual journey that mirrors the
path of the immigrant: loss, longing, and eventual renewal.

This event is open to the public free-of-charge.

DON'T FORGET TO RETURN YOUR
BABY BOTTLES!

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our baby bottle
drive for Your Options during Respect Life month in October!
We are still missing about half of the filled baby bottles to
return to Your Options. If you still have a baby bottle at home,
please return it to the parish as soon as possible so we can get it
to the families and babies Your Options serves. If you have any
guestions, please contact the SCYA team or Mary Wessel.
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A CONCERC TO HONOR
SAINC CECILIA:

'Che PairON SaiNt of Music

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 8PM | SAINT CECILIA CHURCH

The Saint Cecilia Choir and musicians will present a concert that will feature Igor
Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms, a choral symphony first commissioned by The
Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1930 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
symphony’s founding. The Symphony of Psalms, scored for choir and orchestra,
gives voice to a spiritual journey that mirrors the path of the immigrant: loss,
longing, and eventual renewal.

This event is open to the public free-of-charge.
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POPE LEO (AND THE BEATLES) ARE
RIGHT: MONEY CAN'T BUY US LOVE.

BY VALER

“Our prosperity can make us blind to the needs of
others, and even make us think that our happiness and
fulfillment depend on ourselves alone. In such cases,
the poor can act as silent teachers for us, making us
conscious of our presumption and instilling within us a
rightful spirit of humility.”

— Pope Leo XIV, Dilexi Te, No. 108

he list of charitable donations in our monthly budget

is long: My husband and | have signed up to donate
recurring amounts to many worthy organizations and
charities that feed and shelter people and advocate for
justice, among other works of mercy. Our contributions do
not cause us any real hardship. Some of them even give us
a tax deduction. Our money supports important work and
helps us feel like we are making a small difference.

But just giving money is not enough. The only necessity
for donating money is a bank balance. But it is a faceless
task. We don’t have to see the people our money helps. Our
compassion is at a safe remove. Our bubble of comfort stays
intact.

We are called to do more.

| write from a place of privilege, as a retired person with free
time and a pension. My husband and | have both benefited
from being born white boomers in the United States.
We have worked and raised a family. Now we get to be
grandparents. We are reasonably sound in body and mind,
thanks to Medicare. We can probably coast to the finish line
from here. But we keep in mind one of the things Jesus said
that makes us uneasy: “Much will be required of the person
entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of
the person entrusted with more” (Lk 12:48). We know we
have been entrusted with much, as have many folks of our
generation. Whatever resources we have, money or time
or just available hands, we are meant to contribute for the
good of everyone.

So we write a check (O.K., boomer!) to our local food bank,
but we also volunteer there. My husband has joined their
board. We pack up boxes of food for the people who come
to the food bank. We distribute the approved amounts of
perishables and nonperishables according to the size of each

IE SCHULTZ

A volunteer at the Capital Area Food Bank on December 4, 2020

household. We chat with people. We meet the kids who are
antsy to get going and slip extra fruit roll-ups or juice boxes into
their boxes. We worry when the expected shipments of meat
or cheese or other staples don’t arrive from the government.
We want all these folks who have taken the time to wait in this
line to be fed.

These few hours a month do not make us saints. On the contrary,
we do not do nearly enough for our community. But the fact
that we are members of a community means that we are able
to form the needed links of the virtual chain of communal
caring. We figure if we do our small part, and others do their
small part, and we all cover for each other when we can, maybe
someone else’s suffering is alleviated.

The money we donate is beneficial. But it is the human

10
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interaction of participating, of paying attention, that
feeds our souls. Spending time with people in need is in
keeping with living our faith. When we care what happens
to strangers, we get a little clue about God’s kingdom. As
Greg Boyle, S.J., of Homeboy Industries says in his book,
Cherished Belonging, “We must include every single
person in our circle of belonging.” Radical kinship is the
key to what the book’s subtitle calls “the healing power of
love in divided times.”

| was thinking about the first time | went into a state
prison as a Catholic volunteer. | was on edge, alert to any
threat. | clutched my volunteer badge and my “personal
alarm device,” which looked like a garage door opener and
whose button | was ready to trigger for protection. After
taking part in two Communion services on two different
yards with the Catholic chaplain, however, my heart was
fully tenderized. | had seen too many prison movies; these
scary prisoners were just men who came to the chapel
expecting the Eucharist and some singing and maybe a
decent homily, reasons many Catholics go to church. My
subsequent years of experience as a prison volunteer and
as a state worker in the prison library could fill a book.
(Reader, they did, in fact: See Overdue, from Liturgical
Press).

The people we meet as we go about God’s work are more
important and more life-changing than any amount of
money we could donate. The men | worked with opened
my eyes, educated me, challenged me to see and hear their
stories, expanded my heart, sometimes broke my heart
and changed me deeply. | am a better person because they
befriended me. | am also better able to advocate for prison
reform and useful rehabilitative services, to stand against
the death penalty and life-without-parole sentences, and
to tell others about the kinds of social injustices that,
among other things, can lead one man to years in prison
and another man accused of the same crime to a less
punitive outcome thanks to a decent or well-paid lawyer.
Money helps causes, but money can work in destructive
and unfair ways in our society, too. | was blind to so many
real-life injustices until | met those men.

My husband and | are old bleeding hearts raised on
protest songs, but don’t get me wrong: We are not all
that altruistic. We look out for the well-being of our own
kids before other people’s kids. We’re currently spending
a chunk on updating our kitchen, and it occurs to us that
this money could have gone to more charitable causes
than new countertops. We try to strike a balance between
doing good and doing well, and we don’t always nail it.

That said, | am buoyed by what our new pope, Leo XIV,
has just written about almsgiving, an old-fashioned

but never-more-relevant word. “It is always better at least
to do something rather than nothing,” Pope Leo writes.
“Whatever form it will take, almsgiving will touch and soften
our hardened hearts. It will not solve the problem of world
poverty, yet it must still be carried out, with intelligence,
diligence, and social responsibility. For our part, we need to
give alms as a way of reaching out and touching the suffering
flesh of the poor” (Dilexi Te, No. 119).

Whatever form it will take. | ponder that phrase. Alms for
the poor are more than money. Our presence matters. Our
advocacy matters. Our embrace matters. For our part, we
give up an afternoon. We donate a warm coat. We join a
protest. We write our representative. We smile and give the
guy with the dog a dollar. “Small things with great love,” St.
Teresa of Calcutta reminded us. Our cash helps sustain noble
causes, but our love and respect for our brothers and sisters,
our silent teachers, are the more valuable gifts.
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Originally published in America Magazine on November 7,
2025.

Valerie Schultz is a freelance writer, a columnist for The
Bakersfield Californian and the author of Till the Moon Be No
More: The Grit and Grace of Growing Older. She lives on the
Oregon Coast.
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EVERYONE HAS AT LEAST
ONE SERMON IN THEM

BY JONATHAN DAVIS

A still from "Walk the Line" (2005)

In the 2005 movie, Walk the Line, about the life and
music of Johnny Cash, there is a powerful scene
when Johnny Cash and his band finally get their
chance to play for a music producer. So, there they
are in the music studio, plunking away at their old-
time gospel tune, as confident as can be. But the
music producer...is bored. He stops the band and asks
if they have anything else they can play. He said, “I
can’t sell gospel. Not like that.”

And Johnny Cash straightens his spine and asks, “What
was wrong? What did | do?”

And the producer says, “l just don’t believe you...We
all have already heard that song. That same old, gospel
song. A hundred times. Just like that. Juuuust like that. If
you were hit by a truck and you were lying in that gutter
dying, and you had time to sing one song—one song that
people would remember before you’re dirt; one song that
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would tell God what you thought about your time
here on earth, one song that would sum you up....
is that the song you would sing? The song we’ve all
heard before? Or would you sing something real?
Something you felt. That’s the kind of song that truly
saves people...”

And in that quiet, pregnant moment, Johnny Cash
starts strumming the chords to "Folsom Prison
Blues." I hear that train a coming. It’s rolling round
the bend...

When | was in seminary, my professor played that
clip in class and told us that every time we heard the
word “song” to replace it with the word “sermon.”

If you were hit by a truck and you were lying in
that gutter dying and you had time to preach one
sermon, one sermon that people would remember
before you're dirt, one sermon that would sum you
up...what would you say?

Someone once said, “Everyone has at least one
sermon in them.” What would yours be?

In her memoir Pastrix, Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber tells
a story about a time, when she as a chaplain intern
at a hospital. And like most seminary students, she
felt like she was playing dress-up in pastor’s clothes
as she roamed the halls of the hospital, as she had no
idea what to do or where to go. One day, she is paged
to the emergency room, where she is told to go into
Trauma Room One. When she gets there, she sees a
“nurse cutting the clothes off a motionless man, in
his fifties on a table; tubes were coming out of his
mouth and arms.” She said, “Doctors started doing
things to him not meant for most people’s eyes.
Another nurse was hooking things up to him while
a doctor put on gloves and motioned for paddles,
which he then placed into the motionless man’s
freshly cracked-open chest” A nurse eventually
stepped back to where Nadia was standing and
Nadia leaned over and said, “Everyone here seems
to have a job in here. But what am | doing here?”

After looking at Nadia’s name badge that said
“Chaplain” on it, the nurse said, “Your job is to be
aware of God’s presence in the room while we do
our jobs.”

Nadia might have been the pastor in the room, but
she wasn’t the preacher. No, that nurse gave perhaps
the sermon of her life in that moment.

Everyone has at least one sermon in them.

In his book, Tattoos on the Heart, Father Greg Boyle
tells about when his church became a homeless shelter
for 50 or sometimes 100 men on Saturday nights. And
every Sunday morning, well, the church members
could smell that they had hosted dozens of men the
night before. And as happens from time to time in the
church, this caused a stir among the worshipers. Some
were disgruntled and disgusted that a church could be
so unkempt for Sunday worship.

So, like a good pastor, Father Greg raises the issue, and
calls the question. One Sunday morning, he opens his
sermon like this, “Well, folks, what’s the church smell
like today?”

And people are mortified. People look at their shoes,
avoiding eye contact. Women search their purses for...
nothing, really.

“Come on, now,” Father Greg throws back at them,
“What’s the church smell like?”

'II

“Smells like feet!” Don Rafael finally hollers out. He was
old and never cared about what people thought.

“Excellent,” Father Greg says, “And why does it smell
like feet?”

“Cuz many homeless men slept here last night,” a
woman says.

“Well, why do we let that happen here?” Father Greg
asks?

“It’s what we’ve committed to do,” says another.

“Well, why would anyone commit to do that?” Father
Greg asks.

“It’s what Jesus would do,” another says.
“Well, then....what’s the church smell like now?”

And in that loud silence, a man stands up and bellows
out, “It smells like commitment!”

And suddenly all the people cheer out in faith.
Father Greg might have been standing in the pulpit that

day, but he wasn’t the preacher. The entire congregation
had found their sermon.
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Everyone has at least one sermon in them.

What’s yours? In the midst of the chaos of the world,
when life is hard and the lights are growing dim, and
you had time to preach one sermon...one sermon that
people would remember, one sermon that would sum
up your faith....what would it be?

| share these stories not to avoid the gospel reading
this morning, but to highlight the heart of it.

| don’t know if you noticed, but Jesus, this morning,
ordained all of us to be preachers.

In the gospel reading, Jesus’ disciples are admiring the
temple in Jerusalem —how it is adorned with beautiful
stones and dedicated gifts. But as they admired it,
they do so with both pride and hesitation. On the one
hand, this was their temple — the center of Jewish
worship and the proclamation of God’s presence. On
the other hand, the beautiful adornments were also
the work of King Herod, a brutal and corrupt king.

And so as they are looking up at this temple, Jesus
doesn’t miss a beat and he doesn’t mince words..
“Yeah, well, enjoy it while it lasts...because those
stones are coming down. All will be thrown down.”

Which, to some of us, might sound like a scary
prediction of the end of the world, but to the readers
of Luke’s gospel, it is just the honest truth about the
world. Because by the time this gospel was written
down, the temple in Jerusalem and its beautiful stones
had already been thrown down during the attack
of the Roman Empire. Jesus says “All will be thrown
down,” and Luke’s readers are nodding their heads.
Because they know. They know it’s true. That things
fall and fail in this life.

Or all week, I've imagined that it would be like for
those in Paris who heard this text in Notre Dame
Cathedral today. When Jesus says, “The days will
come when not one stone (or one wooden beam) will
be left upon another; all will be thrown (and burned)
down,” | suspect those worshippers will all look up at
the exposed ceiling and morning sky and nod their
heads. They know. Nothing lasts forever.

And we know too. We know this truth in our own lives.
Jobs end. Politicians and systems become corrupt.
Medical test results devastate. School shootings
continue. Stress consumes joy. Marriages and families
crumble. We know too that things fall and fail in this

life.

But then Jesus goes on to say to his disciples, “When
you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified...
Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and famines
and plagues. Yes, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name. But all of these things, Jesus says... all of
these things will give you an opportunity to testify.”

Jesus says to his disciples that when the chaotic world is
closing in and nothing is certain, this is your opportunity
to give a testimony to what you see in the chaos of the
world and to what you believe in the midst of it. To
testify to the hope that sustains you.

All this stuff, all these things happening, this will give
you the opportunity to testify.

And testimony, Anna Carter Florence says, testimony —
to name what you see and name what you believe — is
all that a preacher has left when everything else is gone.

So to put Jesus’ words more simply, when the chaotic
world is closing in and nothing is certain, this will give
you an opportunity to preach.

And everyone has at least one sermon in them.

Contrary to popular opinion, these apocalyptic words
of Jesus are not meant to bring fear and trepidation
about the end of times. But rather apocalyptic literature
is meant to give hope and help to those who were
struggling with the state of their lives and the state of
the world, and it is a word of “comfort that no matter
how difficult things became, God would not abandon
them and that God would ultimately prevail.”

And that, my dear friends, is the call of the church in
these uncertain times. To preach that sermon. In our
own words and through our own lives.

To proclaim the truth that, yes, buildings fall but so do
empires. Dominant powers fade, systems of oppression
die, but God remains. To proclaim that it will be Jesus
himself who is arrested and betrayed by family and foe,
placed in prison and brought before the governor. And
then from the pulpit of a cross, Jesus will preach. To
those who will execute him, Jesus proclaims, “Father,
forgive them for they know not what they are doing.”
Andtothethiefonthe cross beside him, Jesus proclaims,

14




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

“Today, you will be with me in paradise.”

Jesus on the cross is the gospel proclamation of a God
who remains present in the world and with the world,
with the frightened and the forgotten, the suffering,
when things have gotten so bad that it feels like the
world is collapsing.

And Jesus is calling us to testify, to preach that sermon.

Whether you know it or not, you have that sermon in
you, because | hear you preach it all the time. With
your words and your actions.

| hear you preach when you linger in the sanctuary
after worship, welcoming the new person who was
sitting just a few rows in front of you.

| hear you preach when you use what you think are
ordinary skills to transform a community center for
the most vulnerable in our community.

| hear your preach when you confidently leave
confirmation class without asking permission so that
you can check on your friend who is struggling.

| hear you preach when you stay after the meeting to
offer compassion to the committee members whose
life was just turned upside down.

| hear you preach when you crouch down to talk with
the littlest ones in our church, so that they can see
you face to face.

| hear you preach when you show up to the second
funeral in a week for one of your fellow parishioners,
as a sign of the promise that when we die, we do not
die alone.

When everything is lost, when the world is falling
apart, it is your testimony, your faith, your sermon
that remains, Jesus says. And it is your sermon that
the world needs to hear.

A sermon that proclaims of a God who is always at
work creating a new heaven and a new earth — good
things for the people God loves. A God who is working
tirelessly toward the day when wolf and lamb will
share a meal together.

A sermon that embodies God’s steadfast love and
faithfulness to God’s people, despite the evidence
of the world. That proclaims that God simply will not
give up on us.

A sermon that truly saves people. A sermon that
recognizes that in the midst of all the chaos, God is still
in the room. A sermon that smells like commitment.

| can’t wait...| can’t wait to hear those sermons that
you’ll preach in this new church year just ahead of us.

Thanks be to God. Amen.
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The Rev. Jonathan Davis is the Associate Pastor of St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Northfield, Minnesota. This
article was originally published in his blog, Untying the
Cerebral Knot on November 17, 2019.

Bulletin Artist Spotlight:

JACOB LAWRENCE
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Jacob Lawrence (1917-2000) was an American paint-
er known for his portrayal of the African-American
struggle for freedom and justice. Lawrence grew up in
Harlem during the 1930s, exposing him to the leading
figures of the Harlem Renaissance. Lawrence's child-
hood inspired him to delve into the history of his own
community. He explored histories by creating multiple
panels centered around specific themes, allowing him
to fully embrace the grandeur and complexity of narra-
tives that could not be captured in a single image.

Lawrence's War Series described first-hand the sense
of community and displacement he felt during his ser-
vice in the United States Coast Guard during World
War Il in a racially segregated regiment. In the panels,
Lawrence paints silhouetted figures with prominent
eyes and simplified forms. Bodies overlap and trans-
form into patterns, favoring dynamic abstractions over
perspective.
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
E-mail | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30%, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-

count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.

the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.
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