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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!



ADVENT GIVING TREES

Our beautiful Advent Giving Trees have arrived! Our team was busy this Saturday making tags 
for agencies and individuals who have reached out to us again this year. Your gift will bring 
tidings of comfort and joy this Christmas to many people in our neighborhood.

HERE'S WHAT TO DO:
•	 Select one or more tags and purchase the item. Please do not take a tag unless you know that you 

will be able to purchase the gift.

•	 Wrap your gift(s) if indicated—and attach the tag securely to the outside of your gift(s). 

•	 You are welcome to add to your purchase. For example, if someone requested a winter hat, you 
could also include gloves or a scarf or include some holiday candy, etc. Remember—for some 
people, this will be the only gift they receive this Christmas. 

•	 If the gift is unavailable or out of stock, a gift card may be substituted. 

•	 If the gift is too expensive or if you change your mind, simply return the tag to a Giving Tree  
coordinator as soon as possible. 

•	 If you lose your tag, please inform a Giving Tree coordinator. 

•	 Return your gift(s) to the church NO LATER than Wednesday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m.

Our Virtual Giving Tree will be ready soon! Here are the  
instructions in the meantime: 

•	 Select the agency you wish to support. 

•	 Follow instructions for shipping and delivery. Be sure to 
include the name of the agency recipient listed.  

•	 If you bring your gift to the church, please be sure to  
clearly indicate which agency it is for.

•	 Please order and ship your gift(s) so it will arrive at the 
agency or the church no later than Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17 at 2:00 pm.

Note: For Project Hope gift cards, an e-card can be sent  
electronically.  The recipient is Project Hope and the email to 
use is:  give@prohope.org.  You may also mail the gift card 
to:  Project HOPE Boston, Inc. 550 Dudley Street; Roxbury, 
MA 02119.

TO THE FAR-FLUNG FLOCK: 
While we welcome all to participate in the Saint Cecilia Advent Giving Trees initiative,  

we encourage you to support local agencies that are serving those in need in your area.



The winter months are an especially difficult 
time for people experiencing homelessness 
who face severe weather and conditions  
including frostbite and hypothermia. BH-
CHP provides compassionate, comprehen-
sive health care to over 11,000 patients at 
their main facility, shelters, clinics and on 
the street. Your donations of warm winter 
clothing will have a huge impact on patients’ 

health and dignity.

TO:

The Huntington Avenue YMCA’s Families 
in Transition program provides emer-
gency housing shelter for 22 homeless 
families. Services include advocacy, 
skills training, employment support, 
and assistance to secure and sustain 
permanent housing. The parents and 
children are always grateful to receive 

a gift this holiday season.

Haley House uses food with purpose and 
the power of community to break down 
barriers between people, empower in-
dividuals, and strengthen neighbor-
hoods. This year we will help their work 
by providing warm clothing for their 
soup kitchen guests, most of whom are 
experiencing homelessness and food  

insecurity.

TO:

Each year Catholic Charities Boston pro-
vides resources to thousands of people 
in crisis across Eastern Massachusetts. 
You can choose one of three ways to help 
this holiday season, with 1) a toy, book 
or clothing item for a child at the Yawkey 
Child Care Center 2) Grocery store gift 
cards for refugee families; or 3) items of 
winter clothing to help keep clients at El 
Centro’s English for Speakers of Other 
Languages warm this season. All these 
gifts will help brighten their holiday sea-
son and relieve some financial stress 
during a very challenging time for the 

families we serve.”

TO:

The Mary Ann Brett Food Pantry is a minis-
try of faith and love based at St. Teresa of  
Calcutta Parish. It is staffed by committed vol-
unteers who help families and individuals in 
the Dorchester neighborhood. Each month 
more than 500 families receive groceries 
and clothing.  Along with the weekly food do-
nations from St. Cecilia parishioners, we will 
help again this year by providing toys for the  
children, offering them and their parents a 

moment of sheer happiness.

TO:

TO:



For 40 years Project HOPE Boston has 
helped move families up and out of  
poverty.  They provide low-income women 
with children access to education, jobs, 
housing, and emergency services. Your 
gift cards will help many families choose 
a special gift for their child this holiday  

season.

Women’s Lunch Place is a just a few blocks 
from Saint Cecilia’s. Six days a week, staff 
and volunteers provide a hot delicious 
meal, warm showers, laundry and free 
medical care to over 2,200 women each 
year. Your gifts will remind them that they 

are not alone this holiday season.   

TO:TO:

A Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ) is an all-vol-
unteer, interfaith organization that challeng-
es people to live their faith in service to oth-
ers. AFTDJ offers English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL), a Grab & Go meal 
program, and initiatives addressing social 
justice issues. This year, we seek gifts for 
adults in our growing meal program who are 

experiencing economic hardship.

TO:

Managed by the Home for Little Wan-
derers, Waltham House provides a sup-
portive living environment for LGBTQ+ 
youth ages 14-18.  Residents are offered 
a safe and nurturing environment while 
they prepare for family reunification and  
future self-sufficiency. The holiday gifts 
we provide will send a message to these 
young people that we value them and  

support them.

TO:

The goal at Pine Street Inn is to move indi-
viduals out of homelessness as quickly as 
possible, and to ensure their long-term 
stability and success. Currently, Pine 
Street owns and/or manages buildings 
providing permanent housing for nearly 
850 formerly homeless individuals. Your 
donations of new household items will sup-
port many people, enabling them to equip 
their new homes with basic furnishings, 
often an emotional, transformational ex-

perience for them.

TO:

TO:
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, November 22 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Uma Staehler, lector

Sunday, November 23 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant 
Linda Frayling, lector

Sunday, November 23 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Tim McGillicuddy, Kate McGillicuddy, Christie Hedges,  
lectors

Sunday, November 23 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Mark Richburg, Ben DeWinter, Maggie Giles, lectors

Sunday, November 23 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant
Gina Filloramo, lector

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, November 22 | 5:00 p.m.
Raffaele Santoro, Memorial
Chuck Botosh Sr., Memorial

Sunday, November 23 | 9:30 a.m.
Richard Mooney, 2nd Anniversary
James Patrick McManus, 10th Anniversary
Robert Cahill, 11th Anniversary
Cyril D’Souza, Memorial
Dita McIntyre-Wheatley, Memorial
Maricel E. Lomboy, Memorial
Carol Ascrizzi, Memorial
Amanda Adams, Memorial

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS
2 Samuel 5:1-3

Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul 
Surette.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!
We are pleased to welcome the following new members 
of our community: Jane Beckler, Brendan Gentile and  
Annie Sasena, Pedro Weizenmann, Ava Vitiello, Catie  
Benson, Kay Mammo, and Paul Stroka and Elizabeth Levey.  
If you have not previously registered, you can do so online 
at www.stceciliaboston.org.

The Cheverus Awards: Congratulations, Rosaria!
We are pleased to announce that this year’s Saint Cecilia 
nominee for the Cheverus Medal is Rosaria Salerno. We 
hope you’ll join us at the The Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
on Sunday, November 23, at 3pm to honor Rosaria with 
this award. Your presence will be a heartfelt expression of 
gratitude and affection for our remarkable friend.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Every year, this uniquely American holiday provides us the 
opportunity to reflect on and perhaps even articulate what 
we cherish most about our journey. Savor the beautiful days 
ahead—pray for those for whom the holidays are stressful 
or lonely and offer thanks to God for the blessings in your 
life. The parish staff wishes you and your loved ones all the 
blessings of Thanksgiving—a grateful heart, abundance 
at your table, safety in your journeys, and open hands to 
share with those in need. In observance of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the parish offices will be closed from Wednesday 
through Friday this week.

November: The Month of Remembrance
November is the traditional time to remember and pray for 
those who have gone before us. During this month, you are 
invited to inscribe the names of your deceased loved ones 
in The Book of the Names of the Dead, located in front of the 
side altar dedicated to Pope St. Pius X. You are also invited 
to bring in photos of your deceased loved ones and display 
them on the Pope St. Pius X altar. The book and the photos 
will remain in place throughout the month of November.

Happy (Liturgical) New Year!
November 23 marks the last Sunday of the liturgical year. 
Next Sunday we begin the season of Advent and will 
transition from hearing the Gospel of Luke (Year C) at Mass, 
to listening to the Gospel of Matthew (Year A).

Anniversary of the Death of Dorothy Day
Saturday, November 29, marks the forty-fifth anniversary 
of the death of Servant of God Dorothy Day. Pray for all 
who dedicate themselves to upholding the principles of 
the Catholic Worker Movement. More than 185 Catholic 
Worker communities remain committed to nonviolence, 
volutary poverty, prayer, and hospitality for those who are 
homeless, exiled, hungry, and forsaken. Catholic Workers 
continue to protest injustice, war, racism, and violence in 
all its forms. Pray also for those who show hospitality to the 
poor and for all who work to uphold the God-given dignity 
of every human person.

Snow on Snow - A Tree of Promise and Warmth
Saint Cecilia’s Knitting and Crochet Ministry is proud to 
display and share our Christmas tree of promise and warmth.
Our joyful and festive tree was created with 128 knit and 
crocheted squares in shades of white. A beautiful handmade 
stained glass Angel proudly celebrates the hope of Advent. 
These squares were made in prayer with compassion and  
intention for the Advent season. Our fiber artists are from 
all over the country. After our Advent display we plan on 
creating two special blankets that will be raffled off in the 
parish during the Lenten season.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   Advent Giving Tree.......................................... 3
   This Week's Liturgies....................................... 6  
   Prayers and Occasions..................................... 7   
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia............................... 9 
   A Christian Answer to Trump and Trumpism Is    
   Finally Here By David French........................... 11

   Parish Resources........................................ 14

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
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WORKSHOP FOR CAREGIVERS AND 
CARES MINISTERS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 9AM – 12PM  
COMMUNITY ROOM

Caring for others is a sacred calling—but it can also be 
exhausting. Join us for a Workshop for Caregivers and 
CARES Ministers, a time of reflection, renewal, and practical 
guidance for those who accompany others in times of need. 
Together, we’ll explore the spiritual dimensions of caregiving, 
share stories to build pastoral resilience, and reconnect with 
the peace that comes from serving in Christ’s name. Whether 
you care for loved ones, parishioners, or those in your 
community, this workshop offers encouragement and tools 
to sustain both heart and spirit. To register, please send an 
email to Mary Wessel at her parish email. 

SAINT CECILIA CLIMATE JUSTICE 
MINISTRY: RESPONDING TO POPE  
LEO'S QUESTION
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 | 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

In October, Pope Leo spoke at the "Raising Hope" conference on 
the Tenth Anniversary of the Encyclical Laudato Si':

"I would like to conclude with a question that concerns each 
of us. God will ask us if we have cultivated and cared for the 
world that he created (cf. Gen 2:15), for the benefit of all 
and for future generations, and if we have taken care of our 
brothers and sisters (cf. Gen 4:9; Jn 13:34). What will be our 
answer?" 

The Saint Cecilia Climate Justice group will meet on Sunday, 
November 23, at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  We will discuss 
providing information on greening the Holidays, preparing 
a presentation on ethical investing for the new year, and 
continuing to implement our climate action plan.  All are 
welcome to attend!

YOUNG FAMILIES COFFEE HOUR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30  | FOLLOWING THE 9:30 MASS  
FAMILY FLEX CENTER

This casual drop-in is an opportunity for parents, caregivers, 
and little ones to gather, meet, and build a sense of community. 
Whether you’re new to the parish or a longtime member, you 
are warmly invited to connect with other families, to discuss 
the joys and challenges of raising children in faith - and maybe 
share some holiday traditions.  For questions, please reach out 
to Mary Wessel at her parish email.

CALLING ALL BASKETBALL PLAYERS & 
COACHES
We are exploring if there is interest in participating in the 
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) basketball league this season. 
Girls and boys in grades 5-8 are eligible to play. This notice is to 
garner interest and does not represent a commitment. Please 
contact Dan Hart for more information.
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THANKSGIVING AT MORVILLE HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 & THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 
27 | MORVILLE HOUSE

For over 20 years, Saint Cecilia parishioners have been serving 
Thanksgiving dinner at Morville House, a 147-unit federally 
subsidized home for low-income elders at 100 Norway Street. 
We are once again looking for assistance and are in need of 
the following:
 
· 5 Turkeys (20 to 25 lbs. each, roasted and carved) delivered to 
Morville House anytime on Wednesday, November 26th or by 
10:00 am on Thanksgiving morning
 
· Desserts (cookies, brownies, and cake) delivered to Morville 
House anytime on Wednesday, November 26th or by 10:00 am 
on Thanksgiving morning
 
· 6 volunteers to set-up (10:30a – 12:30p Thanksgiving morning)
 
·20 volunteers to serve and clean-up (12:00p – 3:30p 
Thanksgiving day)

There will be sign-up sheets in the narthex on November 15th-
16th and 22nd-23rd and we hope you can join us!

WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATION 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

In commemoration of World 
AIDs Day, next weekend our 
parish AIDS quilt will be on 
display in the rear of the 
church. In 1995, parishioners 
at the Jesuit Urban Center 
(JUC) created the quilt as 
a memorial to honor the 
members of that community 
whose lives were cut short 
by HIV/AIDS. When the JUC 
closed in 2007, the quilt was given a new home at Saint Cecilia, 
where it now resides as a powerful visual reminder of the lives 
of beloved members of these two communities.

SIT & KNIT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 | 9:30AM-12PM | PARISH HALL

The next Sit & Knit is schedule for Sunday, November 30,2025. 
Location in the church cafe from 9:30am-12pm. Don't over 
sleep — come down and see what's on our needles!

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
NOVEMBER 22 - 28

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
CARES Workshop | 9am | Community Room

Saint Cecilia Day Concert | 8pm 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Climate Justice Ministry | 1pm | Classroom 1

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Community Room

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Parish Office Closed 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Parish Office Closed

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Parish Office Closed

WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY
THURSDAYS AT 7:30PM AND SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM  
VIA ZOOM

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group holds two weekly 
online gatherings via Zoom. We meet Thursday evenings 
from 7:30 to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 
9:30 AM to share ways in which faith informs and enriches 
the second half of life. Our conversations are informed by our 
shared spiritual reading, but reading the book is optional. We 
are finishing Practically Divine by Becca Stevens, and will be 
starting Modern Spiritual Masters: Writings on Contemplation 
and Compassion, edited by Robert Ellsberg for our Nov 6 and 
Nov 9 meetings.  To request information or to be added to our 
mailing list, please send an email to the ministry.

KNITTING MINISTRY MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 |3:30PM VIA ZOOM

The next Knitting Ministry meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
December 1 from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. For more information, 
please send an email to the ministry.  
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FFF COFFEE HOUR: 
FATHER JOHN UNNI
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Please join us for the December 7th FFF Coffee Hour at 
4pm EST. We are pleased to have our pastor Father John 
as our guest. Fr. John will review all that is going on at 
Saint Cecilia. We will invite conversation with him about 
the challenges and joys of being a part of the Church today. 

Please email the ministry if you have not registered with 
the FFF previously.

A SPACE TO SHARE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 6:30PM | COMMUNITY 
ROOM

Looking for a space to speak freely about the challenges 
and joys of being LGBTQ+ and Catholic? Join us tomorrow 
at 6:30pm for A Space to Share! Whether it's your first 
visit or you're a regular, we'd love to have you join us. A 
Space to Share meets on the second Thursday of each 
month in the community room, where pizza will be served. 
When you arrive, please use the St. Cecilia Street pavilion 
entrance, press the bell, and tell the receptionist that you 
are attending A Space to Share!

VISIT THE FAMILY FLEX CENTER

As we gather to celebrate Mass, we are reminded of the 
importance of community and the shared experience of 
worship. However, we understand that attending Mass 
with young children can sometimes be challenging. That's 
why we encourage you to visit our Family Center, located 
to the left of the parish café and underneath the staircase 
on Saint Cecilia Street. The center provides a comfortable 
environment for parents with young children. Here, parents 
can watch Mass as their children play, and nursing mothers 
can enjoy a quieter, more private space.

A few things to keep in mind: 

•	 The center opens at 9:30am after Children's Faith 
Formation classes.

•	 Kindly refrain from eating and drinking in the center.

•	 Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times.

•	 Please place toys, books, and furniture back in their 
designated spots after use.

Icon by Fr. William Hart McNichols
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A CHRISTIAN ANSWER TO TRUMP 
AND TRUMPISM IS FINALLY HERE

BY DAVID FRENCH
Editor’s Note: Pope Leo’s recent comments have sparked 
a national conversation about the intersection of faith and 
politics. In a message to U.S. Catholics, the pope emphasized 
the importance of Christian values and warned against the 
dangers of ideologies that prioritize power over compassion. 
Some see this as a veiled critique of certain political 
movements, while others interpret it as a call to action for 
Christians to engage in politics with love and integrity. This 
article explores the complexities of this issue and invites 
readers to reflect on what it means to be a Christian leader 
in today’s world.

Last week, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
issued a “special message” on immigration that was an 
unmistakable rebuke of the Trump administration and its 
cruel and punitive immigration crackdown. The message 
did not mention President Trump by name, but its meaning 
could not have been clearer.

By a vote of 216 to 5, with three abstentions, the bishops 
approved a statement that said, in part: “We are disturbed 
when we see among our people a climate of fear and anxiety 
around questions of profiling and immigration enforcement. 
We are saddened by the state of contemporary debate and 
the vilification of immigrants.”

The bishops also opposed “the indiscriminate mass 
deportation of people” and prayed for “an end to 
dehumanizing rhetoric and violence, whether directed at 
immigrants or at law enforcement.”

A number of bishops also read the statement out loud in a 
powerful video message posted on YouTube.

The bishops were following the lead of Pope Leo XIV, who 
has raised a number of specific objections to the Trump 
administration’s treatment of migrants. In September, the 
pope told journalists, “Someone who says I am against 
abortion but I am in agreement with the inhuman treatment 
of immigrants in the United States, I don’t know if that’s 
pro-life.”

On Nov. 4, journalists asked the pope specifically about 
the treatment of detainees at the ICE facility in Broadview, 
Ill. Federal officials had denied entry to the facility to a 

delegation that included a Catholic bishop who hoped to offer 
communion to the inmates inside.

The pope responded with an appeal to Scripture: “Jesus says 
very clearly at the end of the world, we’re going to be asked, 
you know, how did you receive the foreigner? Did you receive 
him and welcome him or not? And I think that there’s a deep 
reflection that needs to be made in terms of what’s happening.”

This isn’t the first time that the Republican immigration 
crackdown has clashed with Catholic religious liberty. In January, 
I highlighted a disturbing case in Texas, where the attorney 
general, Ken Paxton, was directly attacking the religious freedom 
rights of the Annunciation House, a religious nonprofit founded 
by Catholics in El Paso. Paxton made the remarkable argument 
that blocking Annunciation House from providing food, shelter 

Bishop Gerald Kicanas of Tucson, Ariz., blesses people on the Mexican side of 
the border as he distributes Communion through the border fence.
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and clothing to migrants would not substantially burden 
its free exercise of religion.

Serving the most marginalized is fundamental to the 
Christian faith. By one count, more than 2,000 scriptural 
passages mandate or endorse service to the poor and the 
work of justice.

In May, just after the pope’s election, I wrote that the most 
important American in the world was no longer named 
Donald Trump. The president has less than four years left 
at the center of the international stage. The pope will 
present a global moral witness for years to come, and it’s 
a moral witness that is fundamentally incompatible with 
the cruelty and corruption of Trumpism.

If you examine the new pope’s pronouncements, there is 
a consistent through line. He defends human dignity and 
condemns government brutality. In addition to his defense 
of the human rights of migrants, he’s decried Russian 
abuses in Ukraine, and he’s called for a cease-fire, hostage 
release and compliance with international humanitarian 
law in Gaza.

His concern for human dignity extends to the world 
of technology and commerce as well. On Nov. 7, for 
example, he posted on social media: “Technological 
innovation can be a form of participation in the divine 
act of creation. It carries an ethical and spiritual weight, 
for every design choice expresses a vision of humanity. 
The Church therefore calls all builders of #AI to cultivate 
moral discernment as a fundamental part of their work—
to develop systems that reflect justice, solidarity, and a 
genuine reverence for life.”

The pope’s comment drew an immediate rebuke from Marc 
Andreessen, a venture capitalist and Trump supporter, 
who posted (and then deleted) a meme mocking the 
pope’s statement.

Each of the pope’s statements is part of a consistent ethic 
of life. I love the Catholic writer Mark Shea’s description of 
what this ethic means — that “all human beings, without 
any exception whatsoever, are made in the image and 
likeness of God and that Jesus Christ died for all human 
beings, without any exception whatsoever. Therefore 
each human person — without any exception whatsoever 
— is sacred and is the only creature that God wills for its 
own sake.”

In this formulation, the fundamental moral basis of the 
pro-life movement is the idea that every single human 
being is created in the image of God and thus should be 
treated with dignity and respect at every stage of life, a 

concept that includes abortion but extends far beyond it as 
well.

In this context, it is a mistake to view abortion as somehow 
distinct from the dehumanization and abuse of migrants. 
The holistic pro-life view doesn’t just ask, “Is a baby being 
harmed?” It asks, “Are people being harmed?”

And make no mistake, people are being harmed. To take 
just one dreadful example, on Wednesday, The Guardian 
reported that two human rights groups had found that 
“more than 252 Venezuelans expelled to El Salvador under 
Donald Trump’s mass deportation policy suffered systematic 
and prolonged torture and abuse, including sexual assault,” 
during their detention at a notorious El Salvadoran prison 
named CECOT.

When I said that the path past Trumpism is beginning to 
emerge, I did not and do not mean that the pope will somehow 
enable the defeat of any particular politician or program at 
the ballot box. American Catholics are true swing voters. A 
majority voted for Trump in 2024, but a majority disapprove 
of him now. And there are many devout Catholics who are 
deeply embedded in the MAGA movement, including Vice 
President JD Vance.

Partisanship is poisonous to the church. Neither party’s 
political platform truly embodies the teachings of the 
New Testament. Each party has its moral strengths and 
weaknesses, which is why you can find Christians and people 
of every faith and no faith on both sides of the political aisle.

But when partisanship becomes part of your identity — 
much less part of your faith — it has a pernicious effect: It 
causes you to highlight the deficiencies of the other side 
while tempting you to rationalize or minimize the injustices 
on your own. Partisanship makes hypocrites of us all. I know 
it made a hypocrite of me on my worst partisan days.

The approach that Pope Leo takes, by contrast, puts virtue 
outside and above politics. His declarations are the living 
embodiment of Martin Luther King Jr.’s admonition that the 
church “is not to be the master or the servant of the state, 
but the conscience of the state.”

I’m not Catholic, but I can see that the Catholic Church enjoys 
some profound advantages over the American evangelical 
church in taking King’s approach. The Catholic Church is a 
global church that existed for more than a thousand years 
before the founding of America. American evangelicals, by 
contrast, often belong to churches and denominations that 
were founded in America, remain rooted in America, and 
they have a distinct, America-centered political worldview.
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Sadly, this means that American evangelical influence 
is often rooted more in its partisan affiliations than in 
its moral witness. When Republicans dominate the 
government, evangelicals tend to feel more confident 
and secure. When Democrats win the White House, then 
evangelicals tend to feel more defensive and fearful, as if 
their churches are at the edge of extinction.

The result is a relentless one-way cultural ratchet that 
amplifies Democratic sins and minimizes Republican vices. 
It elevates politics to the place of religion because it is only 
through politics that many evangelicals can feel confident 
and secure in the practice of their faith.

This is why Trumpism is a thoroughly religious movement. 
Trump owes his political power to white evangelicals more 
than to any other group. In fact, according to exit polls, 
if you removed white evangelical votes from the 2024 
presidential election, Trump would have lost in a 58-to-
40 percent landslide, which would have been more than 
enough to turn the Electoral College in Kamala Harris’s 
favor.

Since Trumpism is a religious phenomenon, it requires a 
religious answer. But it can’t be a partisan answer. That’s 
why it was wise for the bishops not to directly mention 
Trump in their statement. The goal isn’t to attack one man 
or one movement, but to uphold a particular set of values 
and to measure every politician — including politicians of 
your own party — by his or her dedication to the notion, 
as Mark Shea wrote, that “each human person — without 
any exception whatsoever — is sacred.”

If you’re a Republican in part because you believe that 
Democrats disregard the value of unborn life, that 
doesn’t mean that you abandon migrants to degrading 
and inhumane treatment because you don’t want to 
risk stoking outrage against the Republican Party and its 
leaders.

Conversely, it’s a profound mistake to swallow your 
tongue when Democrats advance permissive abortion 
rules because you’re worried that calling out, say, Chuck 
Schumer or Hakeem Jeffries will help Donald Trump.

I’m under no illusions that Pope Leo’s example will matter 
to the evangelical political class. It is so far gone that 
many of its leading lights advance the absurd claim that 
Christians cannot vote for Democrats.

But a pope’s moral witness can — and should — still matter 
to Christians of every tradition. The American evangelical 
church is one tributary to the broad stream of American 
(much less global) Christianity. There is an enormous 

amount of theological cross-pollination in the United States.

I know this because I’ve experienced it. Pope John Paul II’s 
seminal encyclical on the value of human life, Evangelium 
Vitae, has influenced me more than any Protestant book 
about the dignity of all human life. I grew up in an evangelical 
intellectual culture that saw Pope John Paul II’s opposition to 
the brutality of communism as an indispensable element in the 
fall of the Soviet Union and the rise of liberal democracy in 
Eastern Europe.

In the words of Barbara Elliott, a fellow of the Dominican School 
of Philosophy and Theology, the pope achieved a “spiritual 
victory” over Soviet communism. He was the “spiritual leader 
of this peaceful revolution that shattered communism.”

Unless the values behind Trumpism are defeated, the man 
himself will be replaced by another like him — Republican or 
Democrat — and our culture will continue to slide into cruelty 
and depravity.

To quote Pope Leo, “justice, solidarity, and a genuine reverence 
for life” ought to be the touchstones of our public engagement. 
There is another spiritual victory to be won — this time over 
the forces of hatred, division and cruelty in these United States.

Originally published in The New York Times on November 16, 
2025. 

David French is a New York Times Opinion columnist, writing 
about law, culture, religion and armed conflict. He is a veteran 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and a former constitutional litigator.
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safety guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


