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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.
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ADVENT GIVING TREES

Our beautiful Advent Giving Trees have arrived! Our team was busy last Saturday making tags
for agencies and individuals who have reached out to us again this year. Your gift will bring
tidings of comfort and joy this Christmas to many people in our neighborhood.

HERE'S WHAT TO DO:

e Select one or more tags and purchase the item. Please do not take a tag unless you know that you
will be able to purchase the gift.

e Wrap your gift(s) if indicated—and attach the tag securely to the outside of your gift(s).

* You are welcome to add to your purchase. For example, if someone requested a winter hat, you
could also include gloves or a scarf or include some holiday candy, etc. Remember—for some
people, this will be the only gift they receive this Christmas.

e |f the gift is unavailable or out of stock, a gift card may be substituted.

e |f the gift is too expensive or if you change your mind, simply return the tag to a Giving Tree
coordinator as soon as possible.

e If you lose your tag, please inform a Giving Tree coordinator.
e Return your gift(s) to the church NO LATER than Wednesday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m.

Our Virtual Giving Tree will be ready soon! Here are the
instructions in the meantime:

e Select the agency you wish to support.

e Follow instructions for shipping and delivery. Be sure to
include the name of the agency recipient listed.

e If you bring your gift to the church, please be sure to
clearly indicate which agency it is for.

* Please order and ship your gift(s) so it will arrive at the
agency or the church no later than Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17 at 2:00 pm.

Note: For Project Hope gift cards, an e-card can be sent
electronically. The recipient is Project Hope and the email to
use is: give@prohope.org. You may also mail the gift card
to: Project HOPE Boston, Inc. 550 Dudley Street; Roxbury,
MA 02119.

TO THE FAR-FLUNG FLOCK:
While we welcome all to participate in the Saint Cecilia Advent Giving Trees initiative,
we encourage you to support local agencies that are serving those in need in your area.
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Each year Catholic Charities Boston pro-
vides resources to thousands of people
in crisis across Eastern Massachusetts.
You can choose one of three ways to help
this holiday season, with 1) a toy, book
or clothing item for a child at the Yawkey
Child Care Center 2) Grocenry store gift
cands for refugee families; or 3) items of
wintenr clothing to help keep clients at El
Centro’s English for Speakers of Other
Languages warm this season. All these
gifts will help brighten their holiday sea-
son and relieve some financial stress
during a very challenging time for the
families we serve.”
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The Mary Ann Brett Food Pantry is a minis-
try of faith and love based at St. Teresa of
Calcutta Parish. Itis staffed by committed vol-
unteers who help families and individuals in
the Dorchester neighborhood. Each month
more than 500 families receive groceries
and clothing. Along with the weekly food do-
nations from St. Cecilia parishioners, we will
help again this year by providing toys for the

children, offering them and their parents a
moment of sheer happiness.
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BOSTON HEALTH CARE for
the HOMELESS PROGRAM

The winter months are an especially difficult
time for people experiencing homelessness
who face severe weather and conditions
including frostbite and hypothermia. BH-
CHP provides compassionate, comprehen-
sive health care to over 11,000 patients at
their main facility, shelters, clinics and on
the street. Your donations of warm winter
clothing will have a huge impact on patients’
health and dignity.

The Huntington Avenue YMCA’s Families
in Transition program provides emenr-
gency housing shelter for 22 homeless
families. Services include advocacy,
skills training, employment support,
and assistance to secure and sustain
permanent housing. The parents and
children are always grateful to receive
a gift this holiday season.
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HALEY HOUSE

Haley House uses food with purpose and
the powenr of community to break down
barriers between people, empower in-

dividuals, and strengthen neighbonr-

hoods. This year we will help their work

by providing warm clothing for their

soup kitchen guests, most of whom are

experiencing homelessness and food
insecunrity.
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For 40 years Project HOPE Boston has
helped move families up and out of
poverty. They provide low-income women
with children access to education, jobs,
housing, and emergency senrvices. Your
gift cards will help many families choose
a special gift for their child this holiday
season.
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Inspiring faith in action

A Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ) is an all-vol-
unteenr, interfaith organization that challeng-
es people to live their faith in service to oth-
ers. AFTDJ offers English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL), a Grab & Go meal
program, and initiatives addressing social
justice issues. This year, we seek gifts for
adults in our growing meal program who are
expenriencing economic hardship.

Women’s Lunch Place is a just a few blocks

from Saint Cecilia’s. Six days a week, staff

and volunteers provide a hot delicious

meal, warm showers, laundry and free

medical care to over 2,200 women each

year. Your gifts will remind them that they
are not alone this holiday season.

Managed by the Home for Little Wan-
derers, Waltham House provides a sup-
portive living environment for LGBTQ+
youth ages 14-18. Residents are offered
a safe and nurturing environment while
they prepare for family reunification and
future self-sufficiency. The holiday gifts
we provide will send a message to these
young people that we value them and
supponrt them.
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Pine Street Inn

Ending Homelessness

The goal at Pine Street Inn is to move indi-
viduals out of homelessness as quickly as
possible, and to ensure their long-term
stability and success. Currently, Pine
Street owns and/or manages buildings
providing permanent housing for nearly
850 formerly homeless individuals. Your
donations of new household items will sup-
port many people, enabling them to equip
their new homes with basic furnishings,
often an emotional, transformational ex-
perience for them.
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OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Saturday, November 29 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Emily Bogert, lector

Sunday, November 30 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Clare Gillis, lector

Sunday, November 30 | 9:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Kelly McClintock, Chika Offurum, Elli St George,
lectors

Sunday, November 30 | 11:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Linda Frayling, Kate Vasinda, Jerry McElroy, lectors

Sunday, November 30 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Maggie Giles, lector

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

Sunday, November 30 | 9:30 a.m.
Dolores A. Zankowski, 15th Anniversary
Carol Howland, Memorial

Mary Ellen Scully, Memorial

Ned McGrath, Memorial

Marion Jones, Memorial

Sunday, November 30 | 11:30 a.m.
Kent Sharp, 1st Anniversary

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
READINGS
Isaiah 11:1-10

Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 3:1-12

Scan this code for
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

The Advent arrangement in
front of the altar is given to
the Glory of God and in

Zankowski by her daughter
Doreen Zankowski.

-

loving memory of Dolores A.
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PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Sick

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Daria, Maureen MclLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul
Surette.

World AIDS Day Commemoration

In commemoration of World AIDs Day, this weekend our
parish AIDS quilt will be on display in the rear of the church.
In 1995, parishioners at the Jesuit Urban Center (JUC)
created the quilt as a memorial to honor the members of
that community whose lives were cut short by HIV/AIDS.
When the JUC closed in 2007, the quilt was given a new
home at Saint Cecilia, where it now resides as a powerful
visual reminder of the lives of beloved members of these
two communities.

Be Sure to Take Home a Little Blue Book for Advent
Six minutes a day. That's what you might consider giving to
prayer during the seasons of Advent and Christmastide—
November 30 to January 12. The Little Blue Book provides
interesting information about people, traditions, and
practices of our faith, followed by a reflection on a portion of
the infancy narrative from Matthew's Gospel. These books
are in baskets in the rear of the church, and can also be
ordered directly from littlebooks.org—available with audio
on their app or as a paper book ($5), or in eBook format via
Kindle and Nook.

Christmas Flowers

You are invited to remember your loved ones by donating
towards the flowers that will grace the church this
Christmas. Please fill out this online form by December 9th
to participate: https://forms.qle/DdpRyFB8fDfnCUpw7. For
those folks without smartphones or computers, you'll find
envelopes in the rear of the church for this purpose. Please
drop the envelope in the collection basket or bring it to the
reception desk. The names of those remembered will be
published in the Christmas bulletin. Please be sure to PRINT
clearly.

Last 6:00 pm Mass of 2025

Sunday, December 14, is the last 6:00 Sunday liturgy before
Christmas. The 6:00 liturgy will resume on the Solemnity of
the Epiphany (January 4).

Collection for Retired Religious Sisters

Next weekend the Archdiocese will take up the Collection
for Retired Religious Sisters. Since 1988, the collection has
provided needed financial support for religious communities
who have served the Archdiocese of Boston as educators
and health care and social service providers. Please give
generously in recognition of the Sisters’ years of dedicated
service. For more information, please contact the Delegate
for Religious at 617-746-5637.

Anniversary of the Martyrdom of Four U.S.
Churchwomen —December 2, 1980

The word "martyr" is derived from the same Greek word as
"witness" and for Maura Clarke, Ita Ford, Dorothy Kazel, and
Jean Donovan, their witness to serving the poor indeed led
to their deaths. Forty-five years ago this Tuesday, Ursuline
Sister Dorothy Kazel and lay missioner Jean Donovan drove
their van to the El Salvador airport and picked up Maryknoll
Sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford. Members of El Salvador's
National Guard stopped their van and they were taken to
anisolated location where they were sexually and physically
abused before being brutally murdered. Pray for all victims
of violence and for all who put themselves in harm's way at
the service of the Gospel.

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
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This Week's Liturgies
Prayers and Occasions
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

Congratulations to Rosaria Salerno, who was
honored with the Cheverus Medal this past Sunday
at The Cathedral of the Holy Cross!

YOUNG FAMILIES COFFEE HOUR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 | FOLLOWING THE 9:30 MASS
FAMILY FLEX CENTER

This casual drop-in is an opportunity for parents, caregivers,
and little onesto gather, meet, and build a sense of community.
Whether you’re new to the parish or a longtime member, you
are warmly invited to connect with other families, to discuss
the joys and challenges of raising children in faith - and maybe
share some holiday traditions. For questions, please reach
out to Mary Wessel at her parish email.

CALLING ALL BASKETBALL PLAYERS &
COACHES

We are exploring if there is interest in participating in the
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) basketball league this
season. Girls and boys in grades 5-8 are eligible to play.
This notice is to garner interest and does not represent a
commitment. Please contact Dan Hart for more information.

SIT & KNIT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 | 9:30AM-12PM | PARISH HALL

The next Sit & Knit is schedule for Sunday, November 30,2025.
Location in the church cafe from 9:30am-12pm. Don't over
sleep — come down and see what's on our needles!

WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY

THURSDAYS AT 7:30PM AND SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM
VIAZOOM

The  Wisdom and Mature
Spirituality Group holds two weekly
online gatherings via Zoom. We
meet Thursday evenings from 7:30
to 8:30pm and Sunday mornings
from 8:30 to 9:30am to share
ways in which faith informs and
enriches the second half of life.
Our conversations are informed
by our shared spiritual reading,
but reading the book is optional.
We have just started Modern
Spiritual Masters: Writings on
Contemplation and Compassion,
edited by Robert Ellsberg. To request information or to be
added to our mailing list, please send an email to the ministry.

MODERN
SPIRITUAL

MASTERS

KNITTING MINISTRY MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 |3:30PM VIA ZOOM

The next Knitting Ministry meeting is scheduled for Monday,
December 1 from 3:30 to 4:30pm. For more information, please
send an email to the ministry.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 | 6PM VIA ZOOM

Grieving the loss of a loved one can be overwhelming, but you
are not alone. Join us for our Monthly Catholic Bereavement
Support Group, where we gather in faith, compassion, and
community to find healing and hope. In a world marked by
division and distraction, healthy and meaningful dialogue can
be found in small moments of grace. For more information or to
recevie the Zoom link, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish
email.

SIMEON AND ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held on
Thursday, December 4th. From 10:00 to 10:30 am there will be
coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be time for
prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

Please note: this will be the last Simeon and Anna Seniors
meeting of 2025.
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FFF COFFEE HOUR:
FATHER JOHN UNNI

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Please join us for the December 7th FFF Coffee Hour at 4pm
EST. We are pleased to have our pastor Father John as our
guest. Fr. John will review all that is going on at Saint Cecilia.
We will invite conversation with him about the challenges and
joys of being a part of the Church today.

Please email the ministry.org if you have not registered with
the FFF previously.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9 | 7 - 8PM | SANCTUARY

As Advent begins, take an hour to slow down, breathe, and
make room for Christ. All parishioners, regardless of age, are
invited to spend an hour with the Lord at our monthly Nights
of Worship. Praise and worship music led by the Young Adult
ministry will guide your mediation and enrich your prayer
in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, along with a special
Ignatian prayer for Advent. Please enter from the side door
on Saint Cecilia Street and ring the bell to be let in. Can’t join
us in person? We'll be live-streaming our worship service over
Zoom. Register to receive a Zoom link each month here: www.
tinyurl.com/stc-night-of-worship. Come and join us at the altar!

A SPACE TO SHARE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 6:30PM | COMMUNITY
ROOM

[ ™MW BN BT |[ooking for a space to speak freely

# about the challenges and joys of being
LGBTQ+ and Catholic? Join us for A
Space to Share! Whether it's your first
visit or you're a regular, we'd love to
have you join us. A Space to Share
meets on the second Thursday of
each month in the community room,
where pizza will be served. When you
arrive, please use the St. Cecilia Street
pavilion entrance, press the bell,
and tell the receptionist that you are
attending A Space to Share!

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 4

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

No Children's Faith Formation

Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom
Sit & Knit | 9:30am - 12pm | Parish Hall
Young Families Coffee Hour | After 9:30 Mass | Family Flex

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
Knitting Ministry Meeting | 3:30pm via Zoom

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Community Room

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Bereavement Group | 6pm via Zoom

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:
A SPACE FOR LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 3PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

The holiday season can be especially
difficult for those struggling with
loss, loneliness, or heavy emotional
burdens. A Blue Christmas Service
offers a gentle, prayerful space
to acknowledge these feelings in
the light of Christ’s compassion.
Through Scripture, quiet reflection,
music, and intercessory prayer, we
gather to entrust our sorrows to
the Lord who “comes to heal the
brokenhearted.” This sacred space
provides room to breathe, to mourn, and to find hope in
the promise of Emmanuel—God with us. All are welcome
to come as they are and rest in God'’s tender mercy.

Following Blue Christmas, you may join us for Lessons and
Carols, a contemplative service of Scripture and song.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

LIVE-IN PCA OPPORTUNITY

A parishioner is seeking a part-time live-in personal care
assistant in exchange for free rent and utilities. Assistance
is needed with daily tasks, dog care, and light household
duties.

Requirements:
e A non-smoker, comfortable helping a person with a

disability
e Valid work authorization, at least B1 English
e Available to start around December 1

What you get:
e Private room near the Mass Ave MBTA Station

e Hourly pay ($22/hour)

If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact reception to receive contact details.

SNOW ON SNOW - A TREE OF PROMISE
AND WARMTH

Saint Cecilia’s  Knitting
and Crochet Ministry
is proud to display and
share our Christmas tree
of promise and warmth.
Our joyful and festive tree
was created with 128 knit
and crocheted squares
in shades of white. A
beautiful handmade
stained glass  Angel
proudly celebrates the
hope of Advent. These
squares were made in
prayer with compassion
and intention for the
Advent season. Our fiber
artists are from all over
the country. After our
Advent display we plan
on creating two special
blankets that will be
raffled off in the parish
during the Lenten season.

THE ADVENT WREATH

Advent wreaths were originally part of the folk traditions of
Northern Europe. Wreaths of evergreens were decorated
with candles to symbolize life and light during the dark
months of winter. The circle of the wreath, which has
no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God.
Evergreens stay green all year and so signify continuous life.
Each of the four candles represents one of the Sundays of
Advent. We needn't worry about the colors of the candles;
traditionally, three violet candles and one rose candle are
used, but you may prefer to use four royal blue candles,
four violet candles, or four white candles. The symbol is
the flame, not the color. Each Sunday, as the light of the
wreath glows brighter, we are reminded that Christ comes
into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and
hope. Tonight, light the first candle, sing a verse of O Come,
O Come, Emmanuel, re-read part of today's Gospel, and say
a brief concluding prayer. If you prefer, here is a prayer you
can use.

FIRST WEEK

Light one of the violet candles. During the rest of the week,
this candle is relit at the evening meal or whenever you
choose to do so.

Jesus, as we wait for your coming, help
us to trust in you and not be afraid. As
we light this candle, we remember that
you bring the light of hope into our lives.
May your Word be always in our minds,
on our lips, and in our hearts.
Amen.
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Tom (Chico) Acquario
Audree Addison
William Ambrosini
Michael Ambrosini
Joseph Aris

Jeffrey Armstead
Joseph Avola

Bill Awad

James Banusiewicz
Ed Barry

Peter Bartolluci
Barry Basinger
Thomas Basinger
Timothy Bean
Daniel Bell

Bill Benevenuti
Jose Benito Degollado
Tim Bennett
Michael Bennett
Tom Bennett

Paul Bettencourt
Joseph Bevins
Richard Bonney
Frederico Borge
Alan Bouchard
Marc Bowen
Stephen Boyle

Leo Brown
Stephen Brown
Felix Brown

Steve Burkle

Oscar Cabral

Neil Callahan
Michael Carpenter
Stephen Caruso
Joseph C. Cermone
Ronald Choque
Stephen B. Clark
Michael Comperchio

Dino Compston
Richard Cotting
Thom Creed
Michael Crowley
Joe DelPonte
Tim Desjardin
Mark DeStefano
Mike Donlan
Bill Doyle

Joey Drago
Wayne Drake
John Eaton, Jr.
Aleema Ervin
Sheila Flannery
Luon Flowers
Bob Gagnon
Michael Gasper
John Gibbons
Ari Gonzales
William Greenough
Jim Grillo

Gary Guido
William Guteruil
Greg Haley
Theresa Hamlet
Timothy Harrington
Robert Hathaway
Joseph Hayes
Bob Hayhurst, Jr.
Brian Hewitt
Paul Higgins
Lawrence Histon
Eric Hook

Gene Hurd
Kevin Hynes
Alan Isgur, Jr.
Michael Johnston
Boyce Jones
Philip Joseph

SAINT CECILIA
N AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT

Mark Lanni

Roger Laton
David Lawrence
Bob Leclair

John Edward Lee
David Littlefield
Joseph Lucas

Joe Lucy

Michael Maclnnis
Bob Malchodi
William Maley, Jr.
John Marks

Steve Marquez
John Martins

Leo Maza

Michael McCarthy
James McDonald
Michael McDonald
Gail McDonald
Ruth McFadden
Ed McKay

Jimmy McLaughlin
Peter McQuade
Patrick McShane
Paul Meany
Michael Meeks
Gary Miles
Michael Mitch
Dennis Moers
April Moore

Peter Morgan

Jeff Morrison

Ivan Nazario

Tim Nickerson
Gerry O'Brien
Mark O'Leary
David O'Loughlin
Sean O'Sullivan
Eduardo Paez-Carrillo

o
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David Panella
Kenny Parascondolo
Brian Paterson
Jose Pegallado
Joey Perkins
Alan Perreault
Sharon Perry
George Pittman, Jr.
Holly Riley
Philip Rittenburg
Charlie Rose
Jason Russell
Tom Savage
Marc Sawyer
Michael Scally
Marc Scarlett
Joe Sciavi
Wesner Sejour
Carlos Sempritt
Richard Shea
Bill Singleton
Michael Smith
Bernie Smith
Tracey Stephens
Paul Tessier
Michael Tobin
Anita Tulacz
David Ugi
Max Valderrama
Matthew Vallee
David Varnadore
Yvette Voisse
Joan Waker
Edward Wallace
Michael Ward, Jr.
Joe Williams
Carlos Wiskie
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THAT THIEVING CHRIST
AND ADVENT

BY NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

In this season in which we find ourselves there is an
anticipatory feeling in the air. A waiting, a longing, and
yearning. This is a time filled with preparations and signs
and symbols. Everything leads to this promised future. With
our turkey stuffed bellies, we awaken from a tryptophan-
induced coma of carbohydrates to the coming of what feels
like the end time -- for there will be sales and rumors of
sales.

DUUBIA ‘WN3SnyN SaYIsLIoIsIyIsuny :aBowy|

So stay awake my brothers and sisters because the
doorbusting shopacalypse is upon us. Yet my heart was glad
when they said to me, let us go at 5 a.m. to the house of
the Lord and Taylor. For on that holy mountain, people will
stream from east and west, north and south, and all nations
will come. They will turn plastic cards into shiny promises
of love in the form of bigger plastic and cloth and metal
and wire. They will go down from this mountain to wrap
their bits of plastic and cloth and metal and wire. They will
wrap it all in paper, to wait for that day. The day of mythical,
sentimentalized domesticity when the hopes and dreams
of love and family and acceptance and perfect, perfect
reciprocity will come to pass. And the children shall believe
that they shall be always good and never bad for Santa will
come like a thief in the night. No one knows the hour so you
better be good for goodness sake.

This distorted bogus version of the story of how God entered
our world in Christ seems to be playing all around us. It can
be difficult to discern the real contours and dimensions of
our actual Christian story during a time of the year when
TV specials and billboards and radio ads seem to be kind
of telling it. So conflated are the symbols of faith with
the symbols of culture that it can be hard to discern the
difference. This, this is why | prefer Lent ... a season when we Beware of Luxury (“In Weelde Siet Toe”) by Jan Steen (c. 1663)
are at least not assaulted by doorbuster sales for sackcloth
and ashes. The world leaves us quite alone to celebrate that
one by ourselves.

will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore
you must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.

But this is it, the season of Advent. And | invite you to hear
again the gospel from Sunday, which speaks of the coming
of our Lord:

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

i : ’ - So, as a perfect foil to the noise of cultural Christmas, on this
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one

First Sunday of Advent we are greeted not with images of the
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Virgin Mary or the soft cooing of a newborn savior, but
with a text my friend Russell described as "the anticipated
threat of Jesus kidnapping someone at work and then
breaking into my house and robbing me." Yes, our gospel
text for today will not be alluded to in Peanuts Christmas
specials or sales at Target.

Be ready, says Jesus. Be ready. During this season of
Advent we talk a lot about wakefulness and waiting and
anticipation ... which are all lovely. But the thing this text
talks about the most, the quality attributed first to angels,
then to Jesus, then to you is not longing or watchfulness
-- it's the quality of not knowing. While absolute certainty
has long been the hallmark of religion, here we see that
perhaps being in a state of emptiness and not knowing is
actually quite hopeful, since a full cup has no need of more
wine or as my Mom used to say, "Once someone is right
about something, they stop taking in new information."

Beready, says Jesus. Be ready. And while it's easy to assume
that being ready is the same as knowing what to look for,
I'm pretty sure that when we think we know what to look
for we often miss what we were meant to find altogether.
So | began to wonder if the angels not knowing, Jesus not
knowing, you not knowing, and the word "unexpected"
might point to something other than putting all our eggs
in the "knowing what to look for basket."

Like when our ears already know the story we might miss
the fact that Jesus then says be ready, for the "Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour." Maybe just maybe
being awake and alert and expectant has nothing to do
with knowing and certainty, and has a lot to do with being
in a state of un-knowing -- of having what Richard Rhor
calls a beginner's mind. Maybe we use our knowingness --
our certainty that we're right -- as a sort of loss-prevention
program -- a system by which we actually protect ourselves
from the unknown and the unexpected. That is to say,
maybe it isn't certainty at all, but a spiritual not-knowing
that is what "being ready for Jesus" looks like. And maybe
to me that's a little scary.

Because here's the thing: Like the house owner, knowing
what to look for -- as a way of avoiding being robbed --
is only advantageous if we assume being robbed is a bad
thing. Perhaps having an un-knowing beginner's brain
allows us to be taken unaware by the grace of God ...
the grace of God which is like a thief in the night. When
we actually don't know what to look for, everything that
happens to us is the unexpected. Perhaps the good news
here is that Jesus has been staking the joint, and there will
be a break-in.

The promise of Advent is in the absence of knowing we

get robbed -- that there was and is and will be a break in
because this God in which we live and move and have
our being is not interested in our loss-prevention programs,
but in saving us from ourselves and our culture and even
our certainties about the story itself. This holy thief wants
to steal from us and maybe that is literal and metaphoric
at the same time. Because in this season of pornographic
levels of consumption in which our credit card debts rise
and our waistbands expand, maybe the idea that Jesus
wants to break in and jack some of your stuff is really good
news. | started thinking this week that maybe we should
make Advent lists -- kind of like Christmas lists, but instead
of things we want Santa to bring us, we write down what
we want Christ to take from us. You know, in hopes he could
pickpocket the stupid junk in our houses, or abscond with
our self-loathing or resentment ... maybe break in and take
off with our compulsive eating or our love of money in the
middle of the night. Don't you kind of long for God to do
something unexpected?

Then as we listen to our sacred story this Advent let us tune
out not only the noise of cultural Christmas, but also our
own assumptions and expectations about what we think this
story means. Let us listen together with beginner's ears --
with ears that listen for God's surprising grace. The kind of
grace which will knock the wind out of you.

Under the cover of a deep blue Advent darkness may Christ,
this holy thief, rob you of your certainty about what you think
the story of Jesus is all about. May this thieving God envelop
you in the surprising story of God's suffering love which
takes from us that which we can really really do without and
replaces it all with God's own self.

Co=p==9

Originally published in Sojourners on December 1, 2010.

Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, founder of
House for All Sinners & Saints in Denver, CO and the author of
three NYT bestselling memoirs.
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PARISH OPERATING STATEMENT: Q1

FYE JUNE 30, 2026 BUDGET

We are pleased to present the OPERATING STATEMENT QUARTER ENDING FISCAL YEAR ENDING
Parish Operating Statement for the September 30,2025 | June 30, 2026

first quarter of the fiscal year end- ACTUAL BUDGET

ing June 30, 2026. We ended the  INncomE

quarter with a surplus of $115,126 _Sunday Offertory Income > 491,460 | $ 553,750
which enabled us to make our el ponations income $ 230,601 | $ 263,250

usual $37,500 allocation to the Capi-

. Operating Income S 113,853 | $ 92,750

tal Repairs Reserve Account.
Miscellaneous Income S 31,586 | $ 25,438
During the first quarter both total — - - s 567500 | 5 035188

income and total expenses were un-
der budget. Thisis not unusual and is  exeenses
not considered a source of concern Personnel Expenses $ 332,130 | $ 405,897
by the Finance Council. We expect to

Office Expenses S 60,976 | S 68,688
end the year very close to budget.
Liturgy Expenses S 26,751 | $ 35,525
As always, we continue to be suilding Expenses $ 181,918 | $ 243,585
appreciative and thankful for your
Other Expenses S 150,599 | $ 184,479
very generous support of the
parish and our ministries. We urge  TOTALEXPENSES s 752,374 | 5 938,173
you to continue your steward- 1oraLincoMe LEss EXPENSES $ 115,126 | $ (2,985)
ship as we all strive to make Saint
ope . ey . TRANSFER FOR CAPITAL REPAIRS ACCT | $ (37,500) | $ (37,500)
Cecilia a vibrant and positive force in
our community. FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS | $ (77,626) | $ (40,485)

SAINT CECILIA FINANCE COUNCIL

Father John Unni, Pastor Cole Young

Matt Maguire, Chair Colleen Melaugh,

Bonnie Blanchfield Director of Finance & Development
Alicia Cooney Nicole Pascarelli O’Brien,

Mark Duggan Pastoral Director of Operations

Jason Grapski
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30%, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-

count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.

the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.
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