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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, November 8 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Elli St George, lector

Sunday, November 9 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev.  John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Maggie Giles, lector

Sunday, November 9 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon
Moira Macdonald, Esteban Vanegas, Jr, Rosaria Salerno,  
lectors

Sunday, November 9 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon
Virgen Palermo, Theresa Chaklos, Tom Comparato, lectors

Sunday, November 9 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Peter Haley, lector

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Sunday, November 9 | 8:00 a.m.
John and Angelina Machado, Memorial

Sunday, November 9 | 9:30 a.m.
Carmen Mata, 1st Anniversary
Alice LeQuin, 1st Anniversary
Mary Pietkiewicz, Memorial
Marshall Allen, Memorial
Gregory Timilty, Memorial
Kathryn Shirley-Davidson, Memorial
Elisa Alosco-Vickers, Memorial

Sunday, November 9 | 6:00 p.m.
David Ricardo Sotomayor, Memorial
Julia de la Cruz Iparraguirre, Memorial

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Malachi 3:19-20a
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

Luke 21:5-19

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17

John 2:13-22
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, and Anne Kenney.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!
We are pleased to welcome the following new members 
of our community: Kathy Majzoub, Alison Trainor and  
Daniel Kowalsky, Brendan Mcgil, Caitlin Moore, Meghan 
and Tyler Calder, Frances Walsh and Connor Rice,  
Patricia Boudrot, Gianna Russi, Kathleen O’Brien and Sam  
Nardella, and Charlie Reckford. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
What would you say is the "mother church" of Catholicism 
and the Cathedral of Rome? Hint: It is not Saint Peter's 
Basilica! Both of those honors belong to the Basilica of 
St. John Lateran in the city of Rome. Today the Church 
celebrates the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica, the cathedral of the Diocese of Rome and the 
official ecclesiastical seat of the Holy Father, the Bishop of 
Rome. The land where the basilica now stands originally 
belonged to the Laterani family but was eventually acquired 
by the wife of the Emperor Constantine. The basilica was 
built in the fourth century and was consecrated by Pope 
Sylvester in 324. This feast became a universal celebration 
in honor of the basilica called "the mother and mistress of 
all churches of Rome and the world" as a sign of love for and 
union with the pope.

Veteran's Day 
As we commemorate Veterans Day this upcoming Tuesday, 
we pray that the Lord will look kindly on all of our departed 
veterans who gave their lives in service of our country. We 
pray also for all men and women who have put their lives 
at risk so that our nation might dwell in peace and safety. 
We ask God to watch over those currently serving in the US 
Armed Forces—that they will be kept safe and that the Holy 
Spirit will instill in the hearts of men and women everywhere 
a firm desire to live in peace and goodwill toward all. In 
observance of Veteran's Day, the parish office will be closed.

November: The Month of Remembrance
November is the traditional time to remember and pray for 
those who have gone before us. During this month, you are 
invited to inscribe the names of your deceased loved ones 
in The Book of the Names of the Dead, located in front of the 

side altar dedicated to Pope St. Pius X. You are also invited 
to bring in photos of your deceased loved ones and display 
them on the Pope St. Pius X altar. The book and the photos 
will remain in place throughout the month of November.

Special Collection: Hurricane Melissa 
This week, our parish will take up a special collection for 
Catholic Relief Services, who will provide lifesaving support 
—including emergency shelter, clean water and essential 
supplies—to the communities impacted by Hurricane 
Melissa. To donate online, please visit www.osvhub.com/
stceciliaboston/giving/funds/hurricane-melissa-relief. You 
may also write a check addressed to Saint Cecilia, with 
“Hurricane Melissa Relief” in the memo. Thank you for your 
prayers and generosity for everyone impacted by Hurricane 
Melissa.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies....................................... 4  
   Prayers and Occasions..................................... 5   
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia............................... 7 
   Honoring Our Veterans................................... 11
   The Saints Seemed So Far Away. Then I Started  
   To Climb. By James Martin, SJ.......................... 15

   Why U.S. Catholics Kneel During the Eucharist  
   By Thomas J. Reese, SJ..................................... 18

   Parish Resources........................................ 20

The flowers in front of the altar are given 
to the Glory of God and in loving memory 

of Carmen Mata by Richard Kiley

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
http://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/hurricane-melissa-relief
http://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/hurricane-melissa-relief
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PIE IN THE SKY
PLACE YOUR ORDERS AFTER MASS THIS WEEKEND

Saint Cecilia volunteer pie sellers will be available after this 
weekend's Masses to take your orders for Thanksgiving 
pies to benefit one of our non-profit partner agencies, 
Community Servings. Pie in the Sky fosters community spirit 
and engages the public in the mission of Community Servings 
-- Massachusetts' free, home-delivered meals and nutrition 
program for the critically ill. Each pie, which can be picked 
up a couple of days before Thanksgiving at over 40 locations 
in Greater Boston, costs $35, providing a week's worth of 
nutritious, home-delivered meals to a Community Servings' 
client.  

And if you won't be in town for Thanksgiving, no worries. You 
can still donate a Pie for the Thanksgiving meal at one of our 
other non-profit partner agencies: Women's Lunch Place, 
Morville House, or Pine Street Inn. For more information:
or to place an order: https://www.pieinthesky.org/team/
saint-cecilia-boston/.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES BOSTON: 
THANKSGIVING PACKING EVENT
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21 | 3-5PM OR 5-7PM  
CATHOLIC CHARITIES YAWKEY CENTER 

Catholic Charities Boston’s annual Thanksgiving distribution 
provides holiday meals to thousands of families experiencing 
food insecurity across Eastern Massachusetts. Please join us 
to pack meals as we prepare to serve 4,000 families in need in 
partnership with United Way’s Thanksgiving Project. 

There will be two shifts available for the packing event:
3-5 p.m. with the Yawkey Foundation
5-7 p.m. with Boston College student groups

Yawkey Center Tours will be offered before each shift at 
2:15 p.m. and at 4:15 p.m. The recommended age for 
volunteers is 15 years and up. Slots are limited, so please 
register by Friday, November 7 at https://tinyurl.com/
StCthanksgivingpacking25.

Please contact Maureen Murray at maureen_murray@ccab.
org with any questions.

SMALL GROUP CONNECTIONS 
CONTINUES FOR LOCAL PARISHIONERS
Looking to deepen your faith and connect with fellow 
parishioners? The Parish Pastoral Council is reinvigorating 
Small Group Connections—a space for prayer, reflection, and 
meaningful conversations inspired by Sunday’s message. 
Groups will meet monthly, and we’d love to connect with 
you!
 
SCHEDULE
In Person: Second Sunday of the Month | Classroom 3 
following the 9:30 Mass | Begins November 9

Zoom: Second Wednesday of the Month | 8—9 p.m. ET 
Begins November 12
 
To sign up, please email the PPC  – we can’t wait to welcome 
you and to grow together in faith!

TUTTI MUSIC COLLECTIVE: A CELTIC 
CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 | 8PM   
SAINT CECILIA CHURCH

Saint Cecilia will host A Celtic Celebration on November 8th, 
a festive journey through music and stories of Ireland! The 
Tutti Music Collective will join with the contemporary Irish 
folk band, Ishna for an evening featuring new and traditional 
works exploring the rich tapestry of Celtic music. Expect a 
blend of choral and instrumental music featuring traditional 
Irish and orchestral instruments. Tickets are now on sale, 
visit: https://CelticCelebration_IshnaTMC.eventbrite.com

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 | 1PM | COMMUNITY ROOM 

Serving at the altar is a beautiful way to participate more 
deeply in the Mass and grow in love for the Eucharist. We 
invite youth (third grade and older), teens, and adults to join 
our upcoming Altar Server Training session.
 
Deacon Christopher Brolly SJ will lead the training through 
a Teaching Mass, where participants will provide a deeper 
understanding of the liturgy. Whether you’re new or 
currently serve, this training will provide an opportunity to 
learn the meaning behind the rituals, the responsibilities of 
altar service, and the joy of assisting at the Lord’s Table. To 
sign up, please email Mary Wessel at her parish email. 

https://www.pieinthesky.org/team/saint-cecilia-boston/
https://www.pieinthesky.org/team/saint-cecilia-boston/
https://tinyurl.com/StCthanksgivingpacking25
https://tinyurl.com/StCthanksgivingpacking25
https://CelticCelebration_IshnaTMC.eventbrite.com
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MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY DROP IN
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 | 10AM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in open 
to parishioners who are struggling with their mental health 
during challenging times. This is not a therapy group, but a 
place to gather once a month to discuss mental health through 
the lens of Scripture and faith. To get on the distribution list, 
please contact Mary Wessel at her parish email.

WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE AND  
THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
OF THE BACK BAY HARVEST  
FESTIVAL & AUCTION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13 | 6 - 8:30PM
67 NEWBURY ST, BOSTON

Women’s Lunch Place and the Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay invite you to an evening that honors the spirit of 
Thanksgiving and the place we call home. Your participation 
helps strengthen our neighborhood and improve the quality of 
life for all who live here.

Enjoy a harvest buffet, connect with neighbors old and new, 
and make a meaningful impact by supporting two incredible 
causes. To learn more or purchase tickets, please head to: 
https://womenslunchplace.org/nabb.

BOSTON HEALTH CARE FOR THE 
HOMELESS: 2025 EMERGING LEADERS 
FALL SOIREE
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 | 6 -10PM
GRACE BY NIA, 60 SEAPORT BLVD #325, BOSTON

The BHCHP Emerging Leaders Board is pleased to host its 10th 
annual Fall Soirée at the soul-inspiring supper club Grace by Nia 
this year! Join for a fun night out with friends and colleagues, 
mingle with other young professionals from the Boston area, 
and help raise critical funds for one of Boston’s most essential 
community organizations.

As BHCHP marks its 40th anniversary this year, we hope you’ll 
consider attending the Soirée and sponsoring the event, if 
possible. 

To learn more or purchase tickets: https://www.bhchp.org/
events/elbsoiree25/.

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
NOVEMBER 8 - 13

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Pie In The Sky | After Weekend Masses

A Celtic Celebration | 8pm | Saint Cecilia Church

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Small Group Connections
 After 9:30am Mass | Parish Hall

Mental Health Drop In | 10am | Community Room
Altar Server Training | 1pm | Community Room

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Veteran's Day | Parish Office Closed

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Bearing Witness to Gaza & Congo 

6:30pm | Parish Hall

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

Back Bay Harvest Festival | 6pm | 67 Newbury St.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS WITH GRIEF:
SUPPORT & PRACTICAL TIPS FOR FACING 
HOLIDAY CHALLENGES AFTER LOSS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 | 3PM EST VIA ZOOM

While the world tells us that the holidays are “the most 
wonderful time of the year,” we know that for many, this can 
be an emotional and difficult season.
 
Anyone in need of consolation and healing is invited to join 
this session, a space where individuals who have experienced 
loss can come together to share their thoughts, feelings, and 
strategies for coping during this time.
 
Created by GriefShare, you’ll find encouragement, support, 
and valuable tools to navigate the season. There is no charge 
to attend, and a free guidebook is included. To register, contact 
Mary Wessel at her parish people.

https://womenslunchplace.org/nabb
https://www.bhchp.org/events/elbsoiree25/
https://www.bhchp.org/events/elbsoiree25/
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WORKSHOP FOR CAREGIVERS AND 
CARES MINISTERS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 9AM – 12PM  
COMMUNITY ROOM

Caring for others is a sacred calling—but it can also be 
exhausting. Join us for a Workshop for Caregivers and 
CARES Ministers, a time of reflection, renewal, and practical 
guidance for those who accompany others in times of need. 
Together, we’ll explore the spiritual dimensions of caregiving, 
share stories to build pastoral resilience, and reconnect 
with the peace that comes from serving in Christ’s name. 
Whether you care for loved ones, parishioners, or those in 
your community, this workshop offers encouragement and 
tools to sustain both heart and spirit. To register, please send 
an email to Mary Wessel. 

WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY
THURSDAYS AT 7:30PM AND SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM  
VIA ZOOM

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group holds two weekly 
online gatherings via Zoom. We 
meet Thursday evenings from 7:30 
to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings 
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM to share 
ways in which faith informs and 
enriches the second half of life. 
Our conversations are informed 
by our shared spiritual reading, 
but reading the book is optional. 
We are finishing Practically Divine 
by Becca Stevens, and will be 
starting Modern Spiritual Masters: 
Writings on Contemplation and 
Compassion, edited by Robert 
Ellsberg for our Nov 6 and Nov 9 meetings.  To request 
information or to be added to our mailing list, please send 
an email to the ministry.

CAMPAIGN FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

The Campaign for Catholic Schools extends a big "thank you" 
to Saint Cecilia for partnering with us for our holiday food 
assistance fund, which will provide 625 families at Saint John 
Paul II Catholic Academy (Dorchester) and Trinity Catholic 
Academy (Brockton) with $200 grocery store gift cards. 
These families all meet the criteria for food insecurity, with 
475 of our 1,500 students (32%) being SNAP recipients. With 
rising food costs, and food pantries unable to meet growing 
demands, your support is needed and appreciated. 
Thanks to an anonymous couple, all gifts will be matched 

100%. If you would like to make a gift to this food drive, see 
the QR code or give online at www.campaignforcatholicschools.
org/christmas-meals-drive. Thank you in advance for your help!

http://www.campaignforcatholicschools.org/christmas-meals-drive
http://www.campaignforcatholicschools.org/christmas-meals-drive
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The Cheverus Awards: 
Congratulations, Rosaria!

On Sunday, November 23, during a 
3:00 prayer service at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Cross, Archbishop Henning 
will present the Cheverus Medal to 
laypersons, religious, and deacons, who 
have been nominated in recognition of 
their service to the Church and God’s 
people. Instituted by Cardinal Séan 
O’Malley in 2008, each year one third 
of the parishes in the archdiocese are 
invited to nominate a parishioner who 
has served the parish well over an 
extended period of time and has done 
so in a quiet, unassuming and, perhaps, 
unrecognized fashion. We are pleased 
to announce that this year’s Saint Cecilia 
nominee for the Cheverus Medal is 
Rosaria Salerno.
 
Rosaria has been a pillar of our parish 
community for over three decades, 
faithfully serving Saint Cecilia with 
dedication and love. Her commitment 
to social justice is inspiring, and she has 
long been an advocate for those on the 
margins. As a parish lector, daily Mass 
sacristan, former member of the Adult 
Faith Formation Commission, and active 
participant in our Simeon & Anna group, 
Rosaria’s love of our faith is evident in all 
she does. Notably, Rosaria is passionate 
about baptism and honoring Pope 
Francis’ request that Catholics learn the 
date of their baptism and celebrate it 
as “a second birthday.” We are deeply 

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING | NOVEMBER 23
3:00 P.M. | THE CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY CROSS

grateful for the gift Rosaria has been to our 
parish and are honored to nominate her for 
the Cheverus Award.
                                                                                                                                       
The oval-shaped, silver Cheverus medal 
bears the image of Bishop Jean-Louis 
Cheverus. On the reverse side is Bishop 
Cheverus’ coat of arms and episcopal motto 
“diligamus nos invicem” (let us love one 
another). Bishop Cheverus was the founding 
Bishop of Boston and led the diocese from 
1808 until his return to France in 1824. He 
died in 1836 as the archbishop of Bordeaux.
 
We hope you’ll join us at the cathedral on 
Sunday, November 23, to honor Rosaria with 
this award. Your presence will be a heartfelt 
expression of gratitude and affection for our 
remarkable friend.
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RETURN YOUR BABY BOTTLES!

A CONCERT TO HONOR SAINT CECILIA, 
PATRON SAINT OF MUSIC
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 8PM 
SAINT CECILIA CHURCH

The Saint Cecilia Choir and musicians will present a 
concert that will feature Igor Stravinsky’s Symphony of 
Psalms, a choral symphony first commissioned by The 
Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1930 to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the symphony’s founding. The Symphony 
of Psalms, scored for choir and orchestra, gives voice to a 
spiritual journey that mirrors the path of the immigrant: 
loss, longing, and eventual renewal.  
 
This event is open to the public free-of-charge.

Music Sweet Music (Saint Cecilia) by Evelyn De Morgan (c. 1880s)
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DON'T FORGET TO RETURN YOUR  
BABY BOTTLES!

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our baby 
bottle drive for Your Options during Respect Life month in 
October! We are still missing about half of the filled baby 
bottles to return to Your Options. If you still have a baby 
bottle at home, please return it to the parish as soon as 
possible so we can get it to the families and babies Your 
Options serves. If you have any questions, please contact 
the SCYA team or Mary Wessel.

AMERICAN  AGITATORS
DOCUMENTARY PREMIERE

FRED
ROSS

CESAR
CHAVEZ

LUIS
VALDEZ

DOLORES
HUERTA

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!
GENERAL ADMISSION:   $10.00
CHILD:                           $7.00
SENIOR:                         $7.00
STUDENT:                      $7.00

HTTPS://BRATTLEFILM.ORG/MOVIES/AMERICAN-AGITATORS/

NOVEMBER 8, 2025
 11:00 AM

BRATTLE THEATER
HARVARD SQUARE | CAMBRIDGE 

WATCH THE TRAILER
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Anthony Abbruzzi, Korea 
Karl Ackermen, Vietnam 

Art Adkision † 
Ronald Albany 

Charles J. Allen, Army † 
Walter Ambrose † 

Donald Anders, Korea 
William Anderson, Sr. 

Paul Annese † 
William ‘Billy’ Arnold, Army †
Louis S. Astramowicz, WWII 
Fred Bachofner Jr., WWII † 

Edward Bamonte, Korea 
Joseph Barna, Army 

Robert Baron, Army † 
Vaughn D. Bass

Robert Batson, Vietnam  
John Battaglino, Army 

Allan Batzel † 
Ana Bautista, Air Force 

Dick Belanger †
Charles Benhayon, WWII 

Bob Bensettler 
Al Berg, Navy 
Frank Bergin 

John Bianco, Army, WWII † 
Miriam Binkerd, Army † 
Wilfred Binkerd, Army † 

James Bish
John Bobrowiecki, Marine Corps 

Edward Borges, Army 
Charles C. Botosh Sr., Army † 

Charlie C. Botosh Jr., Navy 
Joseph R. Bouman, Vietnam 

Paul Edmund Bourque, Army † 
Steve Bowen † 

Colin Boyle, Army † 
John Brain, Navy WWII 

Donald Brawn, Marine, Korea 
John E. Breen, Navy † 

Stanley A. Brodnik, Army † 
Louis A. Brodnick, Army † 

Thomas J. Brodnick, Army † 
Howard C. Brooks 

Walter Brosean, Army † 
Gilbert A. Bruno, WWII 
Warren Bruno, Korea 

Anthony Bufalini, Marine Corps, WWII † 
Carl Bufalini, WWII † 

Joe Bufalini, WWII 
Leonard Bufalini, WWII 

Louis Bufalini 
Luigi Bufalini, WWII † 

Oreste Bufalini, Army, † 
Jim Burke, Army, Vietnam 

John Burke † 
Steve Burke, Vietnam 

William M. Burke, Army 
Hugh D. Burnham 

Louis Percival Byrne, Korean War 
Aaron Mark Caffee Jr., U.S. Air Force 

Andrew Caisse 
Jim Campbell, WWII 

Francis Cannistraro, Army † 
Joseph Cannistraro, Army † 

Joseph Cantalupa 
Albert Carfagno, Army † 

Charles Carfagno Jr., Army † 
Richard Carfagno 

Russel "Bunny" Carfagno, Navy † 
John Carpenito, Army † 

Cody Carpenter 
Dennis Carr, Coast Guard 

Dennis Carrier 
Ronald Carrier † 
Wilfred Carrier † 

Paul Carty, Army † 
Paul Carty † 

Rev. William Carty, WWII 
John C. Casey 

David Castaldi, Army 
Douglas Castro, Army 

Rene Champagne, Navy 
Aguida Chua 
Antonio Chua 
Ramon Chua 
Tomas Chua 
Zeny Chua 

Theodore J. Cincottaa, Army 
Thomas Cinnamond, Navy 

Brian Clancy 
Thomas Roger Clancy † 
Thomas James Clancy † 

Francis Clark 

Peter Clements 
Will Cloney † 
John Coderre 

Charles Cognato, Army Reserves † 
Ford Cole † 

Eugene Colleary, Army 
Vincent R. Collins Clay Conard, Army 

Raymond Condren 
John J. Conley Sr., Army, WWI †
John J. Conley Jr., Army, WWII †

Patrick Leon Conley, Army WWII †
Jack Connelly, Navy, WW II † 

David Connolly 
Ed Conroy 

Steve Cooper 
Kenneth E. Coppola, Marines, Iraq † 

William Corey 
Elzear Cormier, Army † 

William Cosgrove † 
Lino Costa 

Denis Cote † 
Marc Cote 
Philip Cote

Edward Marc Couture, Army † 
William P. Crane, Coast Guard, WWI †

Charles E. Crandall, Navy, WWII 
Robert Crowe, Army 

Joseph Crowley 
Ernest W. Crozier, Army, WWI † 

John M. Crozier, Air Force 
Josephine E. Crozier, Coast Guard, WWII † 

Wilfred T. Crozier, Navy, WWII † 
William T. Crozier, Air Force 

Daniel J. Crumlish 
John Crusc, Army 
Harry Crusc, Army 

William Leo Cullen, WWII † 
John Culley 
Roy E. Curry 

Donald Curtin, Army, Vietnam † 
Alfredo Dalao 

Bill D’Amato, Army, Vietnam 
Richard S. Daniels, Army † 

Sgt. John Humphrey Davis, Army, WWII †
Bill Day, Army † 

Taylor Dedrick, Marine Corps 
James Deffet, Air Force 

HONORING OUR 

VETERANS



12

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

Bernard M. DeFusco, Marine Corps † 
Bernard DeFusco, Marine Corps † 

Angelo DeFusco † 
Marco DeFusco † 

Capt. Matthew Delvaux, Army 
Frank DeMare † 

Walter J. Dembiczak, WWII 
Joe Deneen, Air Force 
Dick Derenne, Army † 

Thomas L. Derry, Navy †  
Kevin Dick, Air Force, Vietnam 

Steve Differ 
Frank DiGennaro 

James T. Dillon, Army † 
Sgt. Chad Diment, Army 

Steve Diment, Navy 
Paul Dionne †

Arthur Dolken, Navy, WWII † 
Tim Donley, Marines 

John Joseph Donovan, Vietnam † 
Laurence E. Donovan, Army, WWII 

Mary E. Donovan, Marine, WWII, Korea 
Edward Doran
Francis Doran 
Michael Doran 

Katherine Lally Dougherty, Army Air 
Corps † 

Kevin Dougherty, Marine Corps 
Robert Doyle, Army 

Lt Paul E. Doyle, Army 
DPW Jr., Army 

John S. Drabik, Army, WWII † 
Henry Duchainey 

Paul J. Duggan, Navy 
Jonathan Duralde 

Tom Durant 
Mark Dunay 

Arthur Dunnett
Joseph Dwyer 

Francis W. Eastman, Jr., Marine Corps †
Sgt. George Egan, Marine Corps 
Pvt. Edward Egan, Marine Corps 

Richard V. Ellcott, Air Force, Korea 
Robert Emmet, Army Air Corps † 

Larry Engler 
Lavern Engler 

Leonard Engler 
Morris Estep 

Henry J. Evans, Army † 
Dick Fabian
Jean Fabian 
Bob Fahey 
Dick Fahey 

Donald Fahey
 John P. Faldetta, Army, WWII † 

John Joseph Falvey, Navy † 
Frank Famiglietti, Army, Korea † 
John Famiglietti, Army, WWII † 

Rocco Famiglietti, Army, WWII † 
Joseph Famiglietti, Army † 

Marshall Famiglietti, Army † 
Robert Fennelly, Navy, WWI † 

Jeff Fidler, Army 
Edward J. Finn, Army, WWII † 

Ervil Fitts, Army † 
Jim Fitzgerald 

Col. John I. Fitzgerald Jr., USMC, WWII 
Cornelius J. Fitzpatrick † 

James Fitzpatrick
John Paul Fitzpatrick 

James Flatley 
John Fleming † 

Kevin Travis Flink, Army 
Emma Flynn 

Lt Col John G Flynn, Marine Corps 
Ryan Flynn 

Richard Forsey 
Leo Fonseca, Sr., Army 

Peter Foote, Army † 
Antonio "Jerry" Franchi, Navy, WWII † 

John Frazier, Navy 
Arthur Robert Frithsen 

Harold Frithsen 
Donald A. Frost Jr., Army † 
Thomas Gallagher, Navy † 

Thomas Gallagher Jr., Navy †
Anthony Gallo Joe Garza, Navy 

Ray Garza, Navy 
Rudy Garza, Navy 

Nelson Genest, Marine Corps, Korea 
Colonel James M. Gifford, Air Force 

Richard Gilbert, WWII 
Gregory Gillia, Army 

Tom Gilliam † 
Brian Gillis, Air Force 

Dougal Gillis 
Joseph Gillis, Navy † 

Thomas J. Ginter Pierce Glaze, Marines 
WWII † 

Colonel Bill Glynn, Korea, Army † 
Vernon V. Goss, Army †

Alan Grapski 
Terrance Graves, Marine, Vietnam † 

William E. Green †
Claire D. Green †

Robert Green 
Major General Harold Greene, Army † 

Emily Griffin, Army 
Joe Griggs, Army Reserves 

Victor Gronenthal, Army, Afghanistan, 
Iraq † 

Jerrold Haley, Iraq 
Gen. Jack Hammond 

Robert B. Hanley, Army Air Corps, 
WWII † 

Victor Hanley, Army, Special Forces, 
Afghanistan, Iraq 

Amanda Hanley, Marines 
David Hanschke, Marines † 

Cecil Wayne Harrington, Navy
Ethan Harmon 

Jonathan Harmon 
Philip Vincent Harol, WWII 

Thomas Haron, Army † 
John Peter Hartlage III, Navy † 

Kenneth Hartman, Army
William Haughey, Marines 

John S. Hayes 

Courtlan C. Hazelton, Air Force † 
Fr. John J. Healy, Army

Wilfrid Hebert 
John J. Hedderman 

Lt. J. Paul Henderson, Army, WWII † 
Thomas Heron, WWII † 

Benjamin Hinsdale, WWII 
William Hinz, Navy, Vietnam 

Francis Houck, Air Force, Vietnam 
John Houston 

Richard Howland, Air Force † 
James Lee Hullett, Army † 

Rick Hutchings, Army 
Tim Hutchings, Navy 

Ronald Igo Antoni Igras, WWII 
Domingo Imson 

Ed Imson 
Estelita Imson 
Romy Imson 
Josh Jarrell 

Carter Jefferson 
Ryan Job, Navy 
John Johnson † 

George Arthur Joseph 
George Arthur Joseph Jr. 

John Joyce, Army †
Joseph Judge, Navy † 

John W. Kane 
Alex Arnold Joe Kantakavich †

Joseph Kaufmann, Air Force, Korea † 
Mary Kaye, Navy 

John B. Keane, Korea 
Thomas Keane, Vietnam 

Joe Kebartis 
William F. Keith, Army † 

Cornelius Kelleher † 
James Kelleher 
Steve Kelleher 

William Kelliher 
James Kelly 

John F. Kelly, Navy 
Paul Kelly, Marines † 

Major Eleanor F. Kennard 
William Kerrigan 

Robert Key, USMC, Army, Navy, 
Vietnam † 

Edwin Kiley, Navy †
John Kiley, Air Force, WWII

Joseph Paul Kiley, Navy, Korea 
Brig. Gen Leo A. Kiley, Air Force 

Capt. Tony Kim, Air Force, Korea † 
Regan King, Marines 

Michael Kippenberger 
Kent A. Kissinger Sr. 

Edward T. Kline 
Dr. Robert Louis Koller, Air Force † 

Capt. Charles H. Kouyoumjian, 
Air Force † 

Raymond Adam Krahe, Army † 
David Elliott Kronenfeld, Army 

John Krumpotich, Army † 
Richard Kuhlow 

Joe Kulas, Vietnam 
Joseph Kurta, WWII Army † 
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Hans Dieter Laaser, Army † 
Rene F. L'Abbe, Army, WWII † 

David Lafferty, Air Force †
Beatrice Jutras Langlois, Army WAC, WWII †

Lt. Col, Christopher Todd Langlois,  
Air Force, Middle East Conflicts
Joseph LaPiana, Army, Korea † 

Theodore Larkin, Army † 
Maj. Margaret Larson, Army 

Maj. Shane Larson, Army 
Jane Larivee
John Larivee 

Gaspar LaSala, WWII 
John Lavelle, Army, WWII † 

Jackson Lawlor 
Peter LeCam, Army, Vietnam

Gerard Lecours 
Matt Lecours 

Francis Leonard, Navy † 
John Libby, Navy, WWII, Korea, Vietnam 

Thomas W. Little, Jr., Navy, WWII † 
John T. Long, WWII 

Brendan Looney 
Gilbert Lorenzana 

Matthew Lottes, Marines 
Beirne Lovely, Purple Heart Marine † 

Arvo J. Luukkonen, Army † 
Gerald J. Lynch, Army, Vietnam † 

Chester Macaulay, WWII 
Donald Macauley, WWII 

Jack Macauley, WWII 
Norman Macauley, WWII 

Joe Macdonough 
Joseph G. Maciora, WWII 
Edward Madden WWII † 
John Madden, Korea † 

Kathleen Madden, WWII † 
Robert Madden, WWII † 

Leo Madden, WWII † 
William C. Madsen, Army † 

Dan Magoon 
Richard J. Maguire, Army 

William Malloy, Navy 
Gerald D. Maloney, Army † 

Travis Manion 
Ignazio (Nelson) Maniscalco, WWII† 

Mary Manley 
Eugene Mann, WWII 

Raymond Marsh II 
Frederich Marshall, Army 

Frank Martin, Air Force 
Paul Martin, Navy, WWII,  Korea †

Adam Maslack 
Frank Maslack 
Phil Maslack 
Carl Masley 

Willie Masley 
Fred Mason Jr., Navy 

Joseph V. "Buddy" Mason, Navy † 
Roger Massey, Vietnam 

James Matthews, Army, WWII † 
John Matthews, Army, WWII, Korea † 

Taylor Matthews, Army, Korea † 

Zachary Mayo, Navy † 
Lt. Col. C.O. McBryde, USMC † 

SSgt. Jane G. McBryde, USMC † 
Bob McCaffrey 

Brian McCarthy, Navy, Korea 
Daniel McCarthy † 

James McClosky, Army 
Steven McClurg, Army 

John J. McCooe 
George McCrea 

William T. McCue, WWII 
Joe McDonough, USMC 
John Girard McDonald † 

John McDonald 
Martin Joseph McInerney, Navy † 

Martin McLaughlin † 
James McGee 
Jim McGrath 

John McGrath 
Kip McGuire †

Mary A. McGuire, Navy, WWII † 
E. Warren McGuire, Army, WWII 

Joseph McGurn 
Adam McInnish 

ISG Andrew McKenna, Army † 
Capt. George McKenna, Army, WWII 

E.J. McLean Jr., Air Force † 
William McNally 
Jack McSherry 
Aimee Melvin 

Stephen K. Mendoza, Navy † 
Gregg Meyer, Air Force 

Frank Miaskowski † 
Joe Miaskowski † 

Albert Mickler 
A. John Miele, Army 

Raymond J. Mik Sr., WWII 
Bret T. Miller 

Ernest Molle, Army, Korean War 
Frank Montesanti † 
Al Mondloch, Navy 

Monica Mondloch, Navy 
Edward Montague 

John Thomas Montague 
Paul Montague 

Jim Mooney, Navy
Philip J. Morabito, Navy † 

John G. Moran Jr. † 
Rodolfo Morelos Jr., Navy 

Francis X. Morse, Army, WWII † 
William L. Morton, Navy, WWII † 

Rocco Pasquale Morra
Francis Mosley, Army, WWII †

Francis Mullin, Marines 
James Mullin 

James M. Murphy, Navy, WWII † 
Lt. Patrick J Murphy, Marines, Vietnam † 

Cpt. Patrick J. Murphy, Marines 
Cpt. Joseph P. Murphy, Marines 

Danny Murray 
Joe Nadeau 

James A. Nausadus, Army †
Elwood “Gene” Neal 

Lt. Martin J. Nee, Navy, WWII 
Rob Nelson, Navy 

Lt. Col. Bob Neu, Army 
Joseph Nicoletti 
Angelo Nicolini 

John Nichols,MD 
F. Gerald Nilles 

Maj. James Noone, Air Force, Vietnam 
Donald Norman, Army, Vietnam † 

John Noyes, Army 
Dave Nuttall, Navy † 
Martin O'Connell † 

Christopher L. O'Connor, Army 
Jeremiah O’Connor, Army, Vietnam † 

William J. O'Connor, Army † 
James O'Donnell † 

Arthur O'Keefe 
Donald O'Keefe 

Robert O'Keefe † 
Kathleen Teater O’Malley, Army †

Martin O’Malley, Army
Michael O’Meara

Nicholas E. Ortyl, Army † 
2LT William Ortyl, Army

William O'Sullivan, Army 
Lawrence Ostwald

David E. Owen Sr., Army WWII 
Albert N. Pace, Army 

Richard Paczkowski, Army † 
Mark Pagnozzi 

Ernesto Palermo, Army, WWII † 
Neil Pallotta, US Army Ranger 

Frank Pantano 
Louis Papia, WWII † 

Kristen Parrinello 
Ern Parsons 

Alexander Pasechnick, WWII 
Alexander Pasternak, WWII 

C.P. Patterson 
John Payne, Vietnam 

Joseph Papaz 
Alda Paz 

Rosendo Paz 
Apolonio Peña, Air Force † 

Carlos Peread 
Roxana Peredo 

Nelson Pidgeon Jr. 
Nelson Pidgeon III 

Jeanot Pierre, Army Reserve 
Col. Roy F. Pille, WWII, Vietnam † 

Berry Powell, Army, WWII † 
Depsey Powell, Army, WWII † 
William J. Powell, Air Force † 

Francis Powers 
Msgt. Frank Quinlan 
Jack Quint, Air Force 

George A. Raboin 
Henry G. Rakowski 

J.L. Ramsey 
Eugene Ramsey 

Alfred Reilly, Navy 
Donald Reilly, Navy 

Dave Reis 
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Barker Regan † 
James M Regan Sr., Korea 

Joseph Regan, Korea † 
Michael J. Remo, WWII 

Ted Remolano, Navy 
Celia Ribera 

Humberto Ribera 
Mario Ribera 
Sheldon Rich 

Pearce Richburg, Army, Korea † 
William G. Ritchie, Marines

Dennis Riggle Sr, Navy, Korea, Vietnam 
Patrick Robitaille, Marines 

Angelo G. Rocco MD, Army, Korea
Jimmy Rodriguez 

F. Michael Rogers † 
James Rogers 

Jacques Romberger 
Roy Romberger 

John Romeo, WWII 
Tony Romeo, WWII 

Douglas Root II 
Angelo D. Roppolo, Army † 

Arthur Roppolo 
Domenic Roppolo 

Frankie Rosano Jr., Korean War
Tom Rosazza †

James Ross, Army 
Leo Russo † 

Joseph Rustock † 
John J. Rustuck † 

Alfred Ryan, Korean War †
John J. Ryan, Army † 

Paul F. Ryan, Air Force †
Anthony F. Sammartino, Navy 
Victor A. Sammartino, Navy 
Helmut A. Samson, Army † 

Charles Sances 
Kelly Sances 

Robert Sances 
Patrick Sanders † 

Joseph F. Sansivero, Army 
Brett O. Savoy, Navy 

D. Peter Schnorr, Navy 
Donald P. Schnorr † 
Bill Schroeder, Army 

William Schroeder, Army † 
David Schultz, Navy 

Bob Paul Scott, Korea 
Michael Scott Sr. Army, Vietnam 

Tom Searby, Army, WWII † 
Domenic Schiarizzi, Army †

Bill Schroeder, Army 
William Schroeder, Army † 

David Schultz, Navy 
Bob Paul Scott, Korea 

Michael Scott Sr. Army, Vietnam 
Tom Searby, Army, WWII † 

Johnny Selen, Marine Corps 
Henry J. Servent, Army † 

Adrian Shanahan †
Robert Shaughnessy 
William Shaughnessy 

William Allen Shaee 
Robert W. Shea, Coast Guard, WWII †

John Shugars, WWII 
Rev. Dennis Sheridan, Vietnam 

Paul Siebert † 
Oliver Silsby, WWII 

Morris G. Simcoke, Navy † 
Hugh Simms Leo Simon, WWII 

Peter A. Simon 
Scott Andrew Simpson 

Victor Simpson 
Don Sineti, Army 

George Skirm Jr., WWII † 
Edward S. Slisz, WWII 
Richard Smith, Army † 

William F. Smith, Jr., Army † 
Gen James Sniffin, Marines † 
Pil- Yun Son, Army, Korea † 

Lewis Sorrentino, Air Force † 
Norman C. Spahr, Army 

Brian Spillane 
Bernard Spitznagle, Army 

Edward P. Spry Sr., Navy, WWII † 
Edward P. Spry Jr., Army, Vietnam † 
William Starzyk Jr., Army, Korea † 

1st Lt. Timothy J. Steele, Army 
Paul Bernard Stern, WWII 

Hugh C. Stewart, Vietnam † 
Chester Stoklosa 
Joseph Stoklosa 
Richard Stoklosa 

Thaddeus Stoklosa 
Christopher James Sullivan, Army 

James Sullivan, Navy † 
John J. Sullivan Sr., USMC † 

John J. Sullivan Jr., Paratroopers † 
Richard Sullivan, USMC † 

Rev. William Sullivan † 
Donald Swansiger, Army † 

James Swiggart 
David Sweeterman, Navy 

Wallace Sweeterman, Navy † 
Capt. Brendan J. Swords, Air Force 

Capt. John P. Swords, Marines, WWII † 
John & Ruth Szum 

Susan Szum 
Joe Tanguay, Army 

Norbert A. Tanguay, Navy
Philip M. Teater, Navy † 

Matthew J. Thomas, Marine Corps 
Robert Thompson † 

Richard D. Tiberii, Marine Corps, Vietnam 
George H. Tice, Army, WWII † 

Ray Tolubiak, WWII, Korea 
Edwin Torres 

John Touw, Army, Vietnam 
Rambo Tran, Army †

Major John Howard Travers 
Frank R. Tringale, Navy, WWII † 

John M. Tripi, Air Force
Paul Troy, Army, Vietnam 

Mike Tucker, Vietnam 
D. Joseph Unni, Air Force † 

Frank J. Unni, US Marine Corps, Korea † 
Rob Uribe 

Dr. John Anthony Valantiejus, Marines, 
WWII † 

Robert Valantiejus, Marines 
Angelo Valente,Sr. † 

Wes Van Dorn
Robert VanNostrand, Navy 

Francis Joseph Veale Sr, Air Force † 
Anthony Ventimiglia † 

Ronald Veysey 
Paul Viano Sr. 

Alfred Waddell, Army, WWII 
James Francis Walker, USMC, WWII † 

William Perry Walker Jr., Navy WWII † 
Lt. Robert J.T. Wall, WWII † 

Daniel J. Wallace 
James F. Wallace 

Thomas F. Walsh Jr. 
Edward J. Ward † 

Raymond Ward, Army 
Robert P. Ward 
David Warner 

David Wanner, Army † 
Fred Wanner † 

Thomas Damien Wanner, Air Force 
Sheila Wanner, Army 

Robert C. Weaver, Army 
Kenneth Weaver, Army 
Tyler Weaver, Air Force 

Ty Weaver, Army 
Steven Weaver, Navy 

James Webb 
Dr. William H. Weinel Jr., WWII 
Matthew Scott Welch, Marines 

Michael Wengryn, Navy, USMC, WWII †
Roy D. Werner, USPHS †

Capt. William C. Wheaton, Vietnam 
Bob Whelan 

Warren Whitaker, Air Force † 
Arno Whitbread 

Edward Lee White, Navy 
Jaime Williams, Afghanistan 

Robert Williams, WWII 
Homer Willis, Army † 

Craig R. Wills, Air Force 
D.D. Wilson 

Robert Wilson 
William Frederick Wilt, Army † 
John Wimberger, Army, WWII † 

Lee Winter, Army † 
Sgt. Stephen Wisniewski 

John Wojnas 
Eugene Wolosz 
Henry Wolosz 
Joseph Wolosz 
Tommy Wood † 

Edward Woods Sr. † 
Edward Woods Jr. † 

Robert Woods †
Thomas H. Wyman

J Albin Yokiem, Army † 
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THE SAINTS SEEMED SO FAR AWAY. 
THEN I STARTED TO CLIMB.

BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ

In the 10 years since My Life With the Saints was first 
published, I hope that I have gained a bit more wisdom on 

the Christian life. This has come as the result of some hard 
knocks, some retreats, some conversations with insightful 
friends, some experiences in prayer and some counsel from 
spiritual directors, mentors and even psychologists. For me, 
this wisdom comes mainly in the form of insights. I see an 
aspect of the Christian life more clearly than I had before. 
Then I try my best to put those insights into practice. I am 
by no means a saint—you can ask my friends if you doubt 
that!—but I am trying.

One of those insights came around the time of my final vows 
as a Jesuit, in 2009. A few weeks before the big day, I was 
given a wonderful gift. And since it was not cash, I did not 
have to hand it in to my Jesuit superior. It was more of a 
spiritual gift.

There is a church in New York City run by the Jesuits called 
St. Francis Xavier. (The other Jesuit church in the city is 
called—no surprise—St. Ignatius Loyola.) Until a few years 
ago, the interior of the church was depressingly dark. With 
its decades of grimy soot from passing cars, smoke from 
thousands of candles and countless grains of incense and 
a very high ceiling that was probably never well-lit, it was 
a gloomy place. But around the time of my final vows, the 
church began an extensive restoration. Ever since I heard 
about the project, I was longing to peek inside.

For one thing, I hoped that the saints would be easier to see. 
St. Francis Xavier Church has dozens of wonderful statues of 
the saints. But unlike other churches, where the saints are 
more or less at eye level, at Xavier the saints are perched 
high above the congregation on ledges overlooking the 
pews. In the gloom, you could hardly make out who was 
who. In the back of the church, in the apse, so high that 
you can barely see them at all, are five statues of saints, 
larger than the rest. I never knew who they were; the saints 
seemed so far away.

Making the Climb
During the restoration project, I had dinner with a friend 
who lived in the Jesuit community at Xavier. “If you come 
early,” he said, “maybe we could get into the church.” 
Providentially, we ran into the pastor, who pointed us to a 

side door that opened into the interior of the church, which was 
completely empty and utterly quiet.

It was breathtaking. The newly cleaned church glowed with 
glorious colors: whites and creams and yellows and golds. 
Overall, the interior is a kind of butterscotch color. And the first 
thing I saw, perched above the aisles on both sides, were the 
gleaming white statues of the saints. The church had made it 
easier to see them.

“But oh,” my friend said, “let’s climb up the scaffolding. I really 
want to show you something.”

The back half of the church was filled with a matrix of metal 
scaffolding from floor to ceiling. We ducked under the intricate 
framework and stepped onto a flimsy staircase, which was the 

 Saint Francis Xavier Church in New York City, post-restoration in 2022
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reason they coined the word rickety. When we took that 
first step, the whole staircase shook loudly.

“Uh, I don’t think so,” I said to my friend.

“No, really,” he said. “You have to see this.”

We started to climb. Soon we were halfway up the full 
height of the church, and I did not dare look down or up. I 
confess to experiencing some real fear.

“Um, I think this is fine here,” I said, grabbing tightly onto 
the railings.

“No,” he said. “It’s worth it.”

Just then the pastor came into the church and said, “Hey, 
you’re going up! Let me help.” He turned on a switch, 
flooding the space with light. We kept climbing, and soon I 
saw the underside of a makeshift wooden floor, just above 
us. We got closer, and I poked my head through a small 
opening in the floor.

When we emerged into the small space, I was amazed. We 
were in the very rear of the church, way up in the apse, 
in front of those five saints who had always seemed, at 
that great height, not only small but also far removed. 
We were impossibly high, only a few feet away from the 
ceiling of the church, glowing in yellows and golds. Now I 
could see clearly the life-size statues of these saints, who 
stood silently before us: St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Francis 
Xavier and St. Joseph. Toward the center was Mary. And in 
the very center was Jesus.

It is hard to say why it was so moving, so consoling, as St. 
Ignatius would say. Maybe because of the sheer beauty of 
the statues and the church itself. Maybe because I was so 
close to the statues of five people I love so much. Maybe 
because I remembered a line from the Jesuit vow formula 
that I would pronounce in a few days, about standing 
before the “entire heavenly court.” Maybe all those things. 
Then I had an insight.

It dawned on me, as I stood on that temporary platform, 
that the Christian journey is something like this climb. 
Sometimes the saints can seem like their statues in many 
churches: obscure, hard to identify, far off. But when you 
get to know them, by learning more about their real lives, 
your vision changes; you see them clearly, and you see 
how close their lives can be to yours, if you are willing to 
begin that climb.

Seeing the Saints
Interestingly, that same year, something similar happened 

in the other Jesuit church in New York—the Church of St. 
Ignatius Loyola, where I regularly celebrate Mass. It, too, was 
undergoing a restoration, and that restoration also revealed 
something about the saints.

In the rear of the church is a lovely altar dedicated to 
three young Jesuit saints, each of whom is depicted in a 
beautiful statue. When the marble was cleaned and the 
brass polished, the altar gleamed, and it was easier to see St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga, S.J., St. Stanislaus Kostka, S.J., and St. John 
Berchmans, S.J. Each of them had died young after leading 
a heroic life. Aloysius was the scion of a wealthy family who 
renounced his fortune to become a Jesuit, then died at age 
23, after becoming infected during his work with plague 
victims. Stanislaus, who was beaten by his brother because 
of his desire to live a more charitable life, walked 450 miles 
to enter the novitiate; he died there at age 18. John, a model 
Jesuit who, like St. Thérèse of Lisieux, did small things with 
great love, died at age 21.

After the church was cleaned, a parishioner said to me, “I 
didn’t know those saints were even there!” And I thought, 
That’s true for many of us. We can overlook these incredible 
saints and forget about their astonishing stories, which 
is a sad thing. Because underneath the years of grimy 
forgetfulness lies a great beauty.

The climb up that staircase in the Church of St. Francis 
Xavier was like the Christian journey in another way, too. As 
I climbed, I realized something about Christianity, something 
you may have figured out long ago: It is hard. That might 
sound obvious, but it took me a long time to realize that. 
When I entered the Jesuits, I figured that if I understood the 
Gospel, prayed hard and got my act together—spiritually, 
psychologically, emotionally—I could live the Christian life 
with ease. Once I figured it all out, I thought, it would become 
easy, something I would not even have to think about, like 
riding a bike. But that is not true at all. It is an effort. It takes 
work. It is hard.

Forgiving people is hard. Loving is hard. And, like climbing 
those steps, it can be frightening, too. Working with the 
poor can be frightening. Caring for someone who is ill can 
be frightening. You start to doubt that you will make it. You 
think, I’ll never be able to do this. I’ll never be able to climb 
this far. But you can. You can with the help of friends who 
urge you on, saying, “Come on, just a little farther.” You can 
climb that ladder within the church. You can walk toward 
Jesus.

You can climb that ladder with the help of the saints, who 
encourage you from their posts in heaven, as our patrons 
and our companions. It is wonderful when churches renew 
the statues of the saints, because the saints do the same 
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thing for the church.

One of the old Preface prayers in the Mass included a 
magnificent line in praise of God, which says, “You renew 
the church in every age, by raising up men and women 
outstanding in holiness.” The saints clean the church with 
their holiness, coming precisely when we need them 
most. St. Francis of Assisi came preaching simplicity when 
people needed relief from corruption and scandal. St. 
Ignatius Loyola came when people needed a new way to 
find God in all things. St. Teresa of Calcutta came when 
we needed to be reminded of the call to care for the poor 
and forgotten. It was not easy for them. The saints knew, 
more than anyone, that the path to God, like that rickety 
staircase, is frightening and can tempt us to doubt. But 
they knew something else too: it is worth it.

Sometimes in our daily life, or in our prayer, we take that 
path and we feel close to God. When I was standing in 
front of those statues, I said to my friend: “You know, 
we’ll never be here again. We’ll never get this high again. 
The scaffolding will come down and we’ll only look up at 
them.”

My friend said, “Don’t forget to touch one before you 
leave.”

So I reached out and touched the foot of St. Ignatius. And 
then the hem of Jesus’ marble robe. And I thought, Well, 
I’ll remember that the next time I’m in here and look up at 
them.

How like our lives! We have a deep experience of God, 
we feel lifted up, or close to the divine, and may not have 
another experience like that for years. We must look 
from below, remembering. Think of Mother Teresa, who 
had a profound spiritual experience early in life that led 
her to care for the poor, then faced silence from God for 
the remainder of her days. I was thinking about all these 
things at the top of the ladder.

What is that ladder? How do we get closer to Jesus, Mary, 
and the saints? How do we travel to God? The ladder is 
the Gospel. And each rung, you might say, is one of the 
Beatitudes in the Gospels of Matthew (5:3–12) and Luke 
(6:20–22). “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” begins Jesus in 
Matthew’s Gospel. Then he lists the path to holiness by 
laying out all the characteristics of the disciple.

That is the climb the saints made. Each beatitude is a 
step on the staircase. Poverty of spirit. Mercy. Meekness. 
Righteousness. Purity of heart. Peacemaking. And the 
willingness to suffer persecution.

Each of those steps may seem hard, even dangerous, to step 
on, and it may seem that we cannot do it, but that is the path 
we are invited to climb. And it is Jesus himself who urges 
us on, saying, “Come on. It’s worth it. I know it looks hard. 
I know you think you can’t do it. I know you think you can’t 
strive for holiness, but you can. Wait until you see what I 
have in store for you.”

At the end of the climb is something that may seem hard to 
see, something that God calls us to: sanctity. Blessedness. 
For blessed are the merciful. Blessed are the peacemakers.

Sanctity is God’s goal for us. But there is something else 
waiting for us, something that the saints show us with their 
lives. It is something you don’t hear much hear about in 
religious circles: happiness.

For there is another meaning to the word normally translated 
as “blessed” in the Beatitudes. Makarioi is the Greek word, 
and it has another meaning: happy. So happy are the 
peacemakers. Happy are the merciful. Happiness awaits 
those on the road to sanctity.

So why not step onto the Christian ladder with your eyes 
fixed on the heavenly court, confident in the prayers of our 
patrons and companions—the saints—and knowing that 
you can make it, no matter how difficult or how frightening 
it may seem? Know that at the end of the climb, both now 
and in the time to come, you will be near the saints; you will 
touch Jesus, and you will be blessed. And happy.

Originally published in America Magazine on October 13, 
2016. 

The Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author, editor at 
large at America and founder of Outreach.
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WHY U.S. CATHOLICS KNEEL  
DURING THE EUCHARIST—AND 

THE REST OF THE WORLD STANDS
BY THOMAS J. REESE, SJ

In the United States, Catholics kneel during the 
Eucharistic prayer while Catholics in the rest of the 

world stand. Many European churches, especially the 
older ones, do not even have kneelers.

After the Second Vatican Council, the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM #43) 
mandated standing during the Eucharistic prayer, but 
the U.S. bishops asked for an exception. In the United 
States, we kneel “except when prevented on occasion 
by reasons of health, lack of space, the large number 
of people present, or some other good reason.” 

The bishops believed that American Catholics would 
be scandalized if they were asked to stand during the 
Eucharistic prayer. The Vatican granted the U.S. an 
exception to the universal rule.

While most people see standing as an innovation 
coming from Vatican II, in fact, kneelers became 
common in Catholic churches only in the last 200 
years. Standing was the traditional practice. Eastern 
Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christians always 
stood during the Eucharist.

In 325, the Council of Nicaea forbade kneeling on the 
Lord’s Day and in the days of Pentecost. The 1,700th 
anniversary of the council provides the American 
church with an opportunity to reexamine our practice 
of kneeling during the Eucharist, which is out of step 
with the rest of the church.

In canon 20, the council noted that “there are certain 
persons who kneel on the Lord’s Day and in the days 
of Pentecost,” but “it seems good to the Holy Synod 
that prayer be made to God standing.”

The Lord’s Day is, of course, Sunday, the day of the 
resurrection. The “days of Pentecost” refers to what 
today we call the Easter season, the days between 
Easter and Pentecost.

The Eucharist, the most important prayer of the 

church on the Lord’s Day, would be covered by this canon. 
The council did not refer to weekday Masses because 
they were not common at that time.

Standing while praying was the common practice in 
ancient times. Jews prayed standing in the temple and 
in synagogues. Pagans also prayed standing. One stands 
when worshipping God, when thanking God or when 

Kneeling Figures in Church by Marjorie Organ (c. 1915-30)
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petitioning God.

Standing was seen as a mark of respect and honor. 
Today, even in non-religious situations, we stand as a 
sign of respect for judges and other officials.

Kneeling was seen as a sign of penance rather than 
respect. In the third century, Tertullian wrote, “We 
count fasting or kneeling in worship on the Lord’s 
Day to be unlawful.”

The Eucharist is not an act of penance; therefore, one 
should stand. It might be appropriate to kneel during 
Lent, but not on Sunday or during the Easter season 
when Christians joyfully celebrate the resurrection.

For early Christians, standing was a sign of freedom 
and Easter joy, because we stand with the risen Lord.

Irenæus, the second-century martyr and bishop of 
Lyons, explicitly equates not kneeling on Sundays 
and Pentecost as a symbol of the resurrection. In 
the fourth century, St. Basil said that when we stand 
on Sunday, the day of the resurrection, “we remind 
ourselves of the grace given to us by standing at 
prayer, not only because we rose with Christ, and are 
bound to ‘seek those things which are above,’ but 
because the day seems to us to be in some sense an 
image of the age which we expect.”

Kneeling as a sign of respect or devotion only 
came later. Catholics began kneeling at Mass in the 
12th century at the time that the elevation of the 
consecrated host was introduced.

By this time, the common people did not understand 
the Latin prayers, and Communion had become 
less common. The Eucharist became more like 
Benediction, a time to adore Jesus in the sacrament. 
During Benediction, worshippers kneel.

Today, GIRM calls for Catholics to stand during the 
Eucharist except during the institutional narrative 
(aka consecration), when they are to kneel. If they 
do not kneel, they should bow when the priest 
genuflects after each consecration. Kneeling or 
bowing during the consecration is a compromise. 
It shows respect to Jesus in the Eucharist but still 
maintains the ancient practice of standing when 
praying to God. The Eucharist, after all, is a prayer 
with Jesus to the Father, not a prayer to Jesus.

The GIRM, first published in 1969 and revised in 

2002, calls on the congregation to take the same 
postures during Mass as a “sign of unity.” We should 
all stand, kneel and sit in unison. GIRM states that 
postures should not be based on “private inclination or 
arbitrary choice.”

The Eucharist is a community experience, not a private 
devotion where you can do what you want. This might 
also apply to those who insist on kneeling when receiving 
Communion. While one may feel called to kneel out of 
piety, one’s personal preferences must be restrained in 
a common liturgical celebration, otherwise the “sign of 
unity” is fractured.

The 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea is an 
appropriate time for the U.S. church to reconsider its 
deviation from the general practice of standing during 
the Eucharistic prayer.

Each diocesan bishop could do this on his own if he 
wants, since even in the United States, standing is 
allowed for a “good reason.” Good reasons would 
include the desire to be in unity with the universal 
church or the desire of his people to stand.

Originally published in America Magazine on September 
8, 2025. 

Thomas J. Reese, S.J., is a senior analyst for Religion 
News Service. Previously he was a columnist at The 
National Catholic Reporter (2015-17) and an associate 
editor (1978-85) and editor in chief (1998-2005) of 
America.
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


