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John the Baptist Receiving Instructions by David LaChapelle (1985)

Gaudete!

Third Sunday of Advent
14 December 2025




advent

14 December 2025
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Welcome to Saint Cecilia

We welcome especially all our guests or visitors who are joining us this weekend. Please know you are always welcome.

PRELUDE | Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWYV 645 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

THE ORDER OF THE MASS

INTRODUCTORY RITES
PROCESSIONAL HYMN | Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn Marty Haugen
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1.A - wake! A-wake, and greet the new morn, For
2.To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3.In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, When
4, Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, Though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn-ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing; His hum - ble song is
all the world is  de - spair - ing, As mom -ing light so

dark the win-ter and cheer-less, The ris - ing sun shall
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soon* he is born, Be - hold the Child of our long - ing!
qui - et and near, Yet fills the earth with its ring - ing.
qui - et and free, So warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light; Be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, To bring all hearts to -
Mu - sic to heal the bro- ken soul And hymns of lov - ing-
Then shall the mute break forth in song, The lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love ourprayer And love our end - less
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geth - er, He o - pens wide the heav’n - ly door And
kind - ness, The thun - der of his an - thems roll To
won - der, The weak be raised a - bove the strong, And
sto - ry. May God fill ev - ’'ry day we share And
f
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lives now in - side wus for ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap - ons be bro -ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.
CALLTO WORSHIP
PENITENTIAL ACT

COLLECT



LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING | Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Psalm 146: Lord, Come and Save Us Marty Haugen
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Lord, come and save us. Lord, come and
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save us. Lord, come and save us.
Verses

1. For all my life I will sing to you, O ever faithful God.
You fill the heavens with wondrous lights, the earth sings out your glory.

2. Put not your trust in those who rule, the mighty of this earth.
Their breath shall fail, their power die, their plans shall fade and vanish.

3. You give your sight to all the blind, you raise up those bent low.
Your heart is near to the broken ones, you welcome in the stranger.

4. Happy those who keep faith with you, securing justice for the oppressed,
who give your food to each hungry heart, your freedom to each captive.

5. The weak and poor you sustain in love,

the wicked ones you bring to destruction;
for ever more shall your reign endure, to ev’ry generation.

SECOND READING | James 5:7-10

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Alleluia from Missa de Lumine arranged by Kathleen Demny
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GOSPEL | Matthew 11:2-11
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PROFESSION OF FAITH
NICENE CREED

[ believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

UNIVERSAL PRAYER



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH!

We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial
contribution to
our parish is to use the parish Flowcode below.

Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your
camera at the Flowcode image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's
screen. You may need to zoom in a bit to focus on the code.

If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston.

You can also mail a check to:

Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS | Come, Emmanuel Gather #457
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Refrain
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come to you, O Is - ra - el.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Hoty, HoLyY | Missa de Lumine arranged by Kathleen Demny
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high-est.



MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Missa de Lumine arranged by Kathleen Demny
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Save us, Sav-ior of the world, for by your Cross and Res-ur -
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rec - tion you have set us free.
GREAT AMEN | Missa de Lumine arranged by Kathleen Demny
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A - men, a - men, a - men, a - men.
COMMUNION RITE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All: And with your spirit.



LAMB OF GOD | Holy Cross Mass David Clark Isele
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have mer-cy on  us. grant us peace.
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion,
it is possible to make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present

at the celebration of the Eucharist, Pope Francis invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace.
We can be assured that when we express our desire to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us
spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that we encourage you to pray as you
participate in our live-streamed liturgies:

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Loving Jesus,

I believe that you

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
I love you above all things,

and I desire to receive you into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

[ embrace you as if you were already there

and unite myself wholly to you.

Never permit me to be separated from you.



COMMUNION | There is a Longing

Anne Quigley
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you to re - veal your - self to us.
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1.For  jus - tice, for  free - dom, for  mer - cy:
2.For wis-dom, for cour - age, for com-fort:
3.For heal - ing, for whole-ness, for new life:

4. Lord, save us, take  pit - vy, light in our
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hear our prayer. In SOT - TOW, in  grief:
hear our prayer. In  weak-ness, in  fear:
hear our prayer. In  sick-ness, in  death:
dark - ness. We call you, we  wait:
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be near, hear our prayer, O God.
COMMUNION MEDITATION | Prepare the Way of the Lord Matthew Weaver

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.

Christ brings God's rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth and love.



Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace,
and tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.

All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing.

O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

CONCLUDING RITES
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
RECESSIONAL | People, Look East Traditional French Carol
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1. Peo - ple look East. The  time is near of the
2. Fur-rows, be glad, though ecarth is bare. One more
3. Stars, keep the watch when night is dim. One more
4. An - gels, an - nounce on this great feast: Him who
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crown - ing of the rear. Make your house fair as  you are
seed is lant - ed there; Give “up  your strength the Seed to
light the owl__  shall brim. Shin - ing be - vond the frost - v
com - eth from __  the East. Set ev - 'ry peak and val - ley
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a - ble Trim____ the hearth and set the ta - ble.
nour - ish, That in course the flow'r may our - ish.
weath - er, bright as sun and moon to - geth - er
hum - ming  With— the word, the Lord is com - ing.
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Peo - ple look East  and sing to - day: Love the  Guest is on__ the way.
Peo - ple look East  and sing to - day: Love the Rose, is on__ the way.
Peo - ple look East  and sing to - day: Love, the Star, is on— the way.
Peo - ple  look East  and sing to - day: Love, the Lord, is on_— the way.
POSTLUDE | Allegro maestoso e vivace from Sonata Op. 65, No. 2 Felix Mendelssohn
Brett Maguire, organ (1809-1847)

Music in this worship aid is printed with permission under Onelicense.net #A700-137.

For information on becoming involved or supporting the music program at Saint Cecilia,
please contact Dr. Robert Duff at 617-536-4548 or email: RDuff@stceciliaboston.org.

Saint Cecilia
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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.
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ADVENT GIVING TREES

The beautiful Advent Giving Trees have arrived! The ornaments on the tree are from agen-
cies and individuals who have reached out to us again this year. Your gift will bring tidings of
comfort and joy to many people in our neighborhood.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR GIFTS TO SAINT CECILIA BY WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 AT 2:00PM.

OTHER WAYS TO HELP: This year we are doing some gift deliveries during the week. If you have a
car and are able to help, send an email to: adventtree@stceciliaboston.org.

TO THE FAR-FLUNG FLOCK: While we welcome all to participate in the Saint Cecilia Advent Giving
Trees initiative, we encourage you to support local agencies that are serving those in need in your
area.

HERE'S WHAT TO DO:

e Select one or more tags and purchase the item(s). Please wrap the gift UNLESS the tag says, “DO
NOT WRAP”. You are welcome to add to your purchase. For example, if someone requested a
winter hat, you could also include gloves or a scarf or include some holiday candy, etc.

e Attach the tag securely to the outside of the gift(s). If you do not have time to wrap — that’s OK!
We have a gift wrap team!

e If the gift is unavailable or out of stock, a gift card may be substituted. The recommended amount
for gift cards is $25.

* |If you have any questions or if you lose your tag, please speak to a Giving Tree coordinator.

e Return your gift(s) to the church NO LATER than Wednesday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m.

VIRTUAL ADVENT GIVING TREE INSTRUCTIONS:

* Project Hope in has requested Gift Cards for family support. Use the link and follow the instruc-
tions to support this agency: https://forms.qle/wWiQWU3kbrXBBFL38

* Pine Street Inn has requested kitchen supplies, board/card games and items for supportive
housing sites. Use the link to support this agency: https://forms.qgle/FYhWhjlenreBTKjw8

e When purchasing items, any online seller may be used, or you may purchase the gift from a store
and mail.

* If you bring the gift to the parish, let us know it was from the Virtual Giving Tree and which
agency it is for.

e Please order and ship your gift(s) so it will arrive at the agency or the church no later than
Wednesday, December 17 at 2:00 pm.
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Saturday, December 13 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Theresa Chaklos, lector

Sunday, December 14 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Esteban Vanegas, Jr, lector

Sunday, December 14 | 9:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Karen Vachon, Tom Comparato, Nikko Mendoza, lectors

Sunday, December 14 | 11:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Kate McGillicuddy, Chika Offurum, Clare Gillis, lectors

Sunday, December 14 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Gina Filloramo, lector

N\

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 13 | 5:00 p.m.
Angelo and Eugenia Valente, Memorial

Sunday, December 14 | 9:30 a.m.
Richard LaRue, 4th Anniverary

Joseph Ford, 21st Anniversary

Jaconda and Sam Coluccio, Anniversary
Carol Ascrizzi, Memorial

Marianne Richard, Memorial

Sunday, December 14 | 11:30 a.m.
Richard Howland, Memorial
Scott I. Opatosky, Memorial

Scan this code for
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
READINGS

Isaiah 7:10-14
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-24




bristmas
Liturgical Schedule

Please note: liturgies that will be livestreamed are marked with an
asterisk (*) and can be viewed at www.stceciliaboston.org.
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Saturday, December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 14 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
This is the last 6:00 p.m. liturgy
until January 4.

Saturday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 21 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
Archbishop Richard G. Henning will be the
principal celebrant at the 9:30 liturgy.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols | 4:00 p.m.*
There will be no 6:00 p.m. liturgy.

Wednesday, December 24
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
Mass | 4:00 p.m.* with the procession of children

bringing the infant Jesus to the créche
Mass | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 | Christmas Day
Mass | 9:30 a.m.*
This is the only Mass on Christmas Day.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.

Friday, December 26
There will be no 8:00 a.m. daily Mass on the Friday
following Christmas Day.

Saturday, December 27 | Feast of the Holy Family

of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28 | Feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.
There will be no 6:00 liturgy.

Wednesday, December 31
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 1 | Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Mass | 10:00 a.m. | Today is a holy day of obligation.

Friday, January 2
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, January 3 | The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 4| The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* 11:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
There will be coffee hospitality following the 9:30
& 11:30 liturgies. There will be pizza following the
6:00 liturgy.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Deceased

Elizabeth Fahey died on November 27. Pray for her eternal
repose as well as for the consolation of Elizabeth’s family
and friends. The Vigil (wake) will take place at Saint Cecilia
on Monday, December 15 at 10 a.m. and the funeral Mass
will be celebrated at 11 a.m.

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Our Sick

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul
Surette.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish! ‘
We are pleased to welcome the following new members of
our community: Stephen Perna, Sinéad Barry-O’Brien, and
Emily Laird.If you have not previously registered, you can
do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
Gaudete Sunday TABLE OF CONTENTS

This Sunday is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete means "rejoice" in Latin and the liturgy is marked
by a joyful anticipation of Christmas. Like Laetare Sunday
in Lent, the optional liturgical color is rose. If you are This Week's Liturgies

reading this online, help add to our celebration by wearing Christmas Liturgical Schedule
something rose-colored to Mass

Advent Giving Tree

Prayers and Occasions
Last 6:00 p.m. Mass of 2025 Gaudete SUNAQAY.....c.coeueeeeereeeeereeeeereeseeeseeeens 8
This Sunday is the last 6:00 Sunday liturgy before Christmas.
The 6:00 liturgy will resume on the Solemnity of the

Epiphany (January 4). Lessons from the Jesuits for the United States
at 250 By William E. Lori

Rite of Acceptance

Coming Up At Saint Cecilia

For Our Students

Pray that all of our students successfully complete the
semester and have safe travels as they head home to Parish Resources
celebrate Christmas with family and friends.



https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org

Y Saint Cecilia House & {

Robert McBride House
Donation Drive

“Tis the Season to Help Spread Joy to Our Neighbors in Need

The holiday season is a time when many people experience stress and emotional difficulty amidst socie-
tal expectations and the high cost of living. But, as always, your generosity is making a real difference!
Your support has brought joy and good food to our Pine Street Inn neighbors and other families and
individuals struggling with food insecurity, and to the children and families represented on our Advent
Giving Trees. Thank you for always responding to the needs around us with kindness and compassion.

Now, we’re calling on you to help bring Christmas cheer to the residents of St. Cecilia House and

Robert McBride House—two special communities with roots in our parish. These affordable housing

developments provide a safe and dignified home for seniors and individuals with disabilities, and we’re
proud to support their well-being.

We’re collecting donations for both communities and ask you to consider contributing some of the
items listed below. All donations can be dropped off in the designated bin in our reception area by
Sunday, December 21. Your kindness will bring joy and hope to those who need it most.

As always, thank you for being a beacon of light in our community and living out the true spirit of
Christmas. If you have any questions or would like more information, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Suggested Donation Items

1. Grocery Gift Cards (Stop & 3. Personal Care & Hygiene Items
Shop, Market Basket, Walmart, « Soap, shampoo, toothpaste,
Target, etc.) deodorant
Feminine hygiene products
. Non-Perishable Food Items Lotion, razors, shaving cream
Canned vegetables, soups, meats
Pasta, rice, cereal, oatmeal . Household Essentials
Shelf-stable milk, peanut butter, Paper towels, toilet paper

snacks Laundry detergent, cleaning wipes
Dish soap, trash bags
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GAUDETE

SUNDAY

Gaudete in Domino semper:
iterum dico, gaudete.
Dominus enim prope est.

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | say, rejoice!
The Lord is near.

REJOICE

GAUDETE SUNDAY

We are now midway through Advent and this Sunday is
a day of rejoicing, traditionally called "Gaudete Sunday"
(gow—DAY-tay). "Gaudete" is Latin for "rejoice" and this
title is taken from the first word of the Introit (entrance
antiphon) for the Third Sunday of Advent. Before
we started singing hymns in English, the Introit was
normally chanted in Latin as the priest approached the
altar. It helped to set the mood and theme of the Mass
of the day. The Introit for the Third Sunday of Advent
comes from Philippians 4, Paul's warm and loving letter
to the community at Philippi. The optional use of rose-
colored vestments underscores the joyful character of
this Sunday's liturgy.

Gaudete Sunday dates back to the Middle Ages, when
the season of Advent bore a penitential character
similar to that of Lent. At that time, Advent was a forty-
day period of fasting and penance in preparation for
Christmas. It commenced on the day after Saint Martin's
Day (12 November) and was thus often referred to as "St.
Martin's Lent." In the midst of a dark and serious Advent,
Gaudete Sunday helped to brighten the mood. In the
ninth century, Advent was reduced to four weeks and its
austere character gave way to a new understanding of
Advent as a time of longing, hoping, and waiting for the
Lord.

SMALL GROUP CONNECTIONS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 | AFTER THE 9:30 LITURGY
COMMUNITY ROOM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 | 8PM ET | ZOOM

Looking to deepen your faith and connect with fellow
parishioners? Join the Parish Pastoral Council for Small Group
Connections—a space for prayer, reflection, and meaningful
conversations inspired by Sunday’s message. Groups will
meet monthly, and we’d love to connect with you!

SCHEDULE

In Person: Sunday, December 14 | following the 9:30 Mass
Classroom 3

Zoom: Wednesday, December 17 | 8—9 p.m. ET | Zoom

To sign up, please email the Parish Pastoral Council — we can’t
wait to welcome you and to grow together in faith!

THIRD WEEK

Light two of the violet candles and the rose candle.
During the rest of the week, these candles are relit at
the evening meal or whenever you choose to do so.

Jesus, we gather as a family to dedicate
our lives to you, as John the Baptist did.
Help us to know, love, and serve you.
As we light this candle, we remember
that you bring the light of joy into our
lives. May your Word be always in our
minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.
Amen.
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:
A SPACE FOR LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 3PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

The holiday season can be
especially difficult for those
struggling with loss, loneliness,
or heavy emotional burdens.
A Blue Christmas Service
offers a gentle, prayerful
space to acknowledge these
feelings in the light of Christ’s
compassion. Through Scripture,
quiet reflection, music, and
intercessory prayer, we gather
to entrust our sorrows to the
Lord who “comes to heal the
brokenhearted.” This sacred
space provides room to breathe,
to mourn, and to find hope in
the promise of Emmanuel—God with us. All are welcome to
come as they are and rest in God’s tender mercy.

Following Blue Christmas, you may join us for Lessons and Carols,
a contemplative service of Scripture and song. If you have any
questions, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish email.

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR THOSE IN
THE MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTHCARE
WORKFORCE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 1 PM | CLASSROOM 1

This group meets on the third Sunday of the month at 1pm
following the 11:30 Mass to provide spiritual support for those
working in the healthcare system during these challenging
times. You are welcome to drop in and meet other parishioners
who work in the healthcare system who want to integrate their
Catholic spirituality in their self-care and care of others. Please
feel free to contact Michael Murphy, EdD, Kathy Sanders, MD
or Mary Wessel through the reception desk (617-536-4548) for
more information.

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
DECEMBER 13 - 21

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
Advent Retreat (Waitlist Only) | 9am | Parish Hall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Small Groups | After the 9:30 Liturgy | Classroom 3

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm

Community Room

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

Small Groups | 8pm ET via Zoom

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
Blue Christmas | 3pm | Community Room

Lessons and Carols | 4pm

SNOW ON SNOW:
A TREE OF PROMISE AND WARMTH

Saint Cecilia’s Knitting and
Crochet Ministry is proud
to display and share our
Christmas tree of promise
and warmth.Our joyful and
festive tree was created
with 128 knit and crocheted
squares in shades of white.
A beautiful handmade
stained glass Angel proudly
celebrates the hope of
Advent. These squares
were made in prayer with
compassion and intention
for the Advent season. Our
fiber artists are from all

over the country. After our Advent display we plan on
creating two special blankets that will be raffled off in the
parish during the Lenten season.
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OPEN HOUSE:
SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 | SACRED HEART CHURCH, 12
NORTH SQUARE, NORTH END, BOSTON

“The Franciscan family... unites all members of the People
of God—Ilaity, religious, and priests—who are called to
follow Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi.”
(Rule 1.1)

Did you know the Franciscan family includes lay people
too? The Secular Franciscan Order welcomes men and
women—married or single—who desire to live the Gospel
in the spirit of St. Francis, wherever they are in life.

If you’re drawn to St. Francis’ love for Christ, simplicity,
creation, and care for the marginalized and forgotten, you
may have a Franciscan heart!

Join us for an Open House with the newly forming St.
Leonard’s Fraternity:

e Tuesday, January 6

Sacred Heart Church, 12 North Square, North End,
Boston

Learn more about living the Franciscan charism as a lay
person—ijust like Dante, Michelangelo, St. Thomas More,
St. John XXIII, and many others!

For more information, contact Riccardo Gemelli or Lisa
Baro through the reception desk (617-536-4548) for more
information.

LIVE-IN PCA OPPORTUNITY

A parishioner is seeking a part-time live-in personal care
assistant in exchange for free rent and utilities. Assistance
is needed with daily tasks, dog care, and light household
duties.

Requirements:
e A non-smoker, comfortable helping a person with a

disability
Valid work authorization, at least B1 English

What you get:
e Private room near the Mass Ave MBTA Station

Hourly pay ($22/hour)

If you are interested or would like more information,
please call reception to receive contact details.

VIRTUS TRAINING: PROTECTING
GOD'S CHILDREN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 2:30PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

VIRTUS is the umbrella term for a two-part training designed
to keep children safe in the parish setting. The Archdiocese
requires this two-part training of all volunteers and staff
who have the potential for direct contact with children or
the vulnerable due to their involvement in the parish. The
first part, Protecting God’s Children (or PGC), is a training
on how to recognize the signs and symptoms that a child
is being abused and how to talk with children about these
issues. The second part is mandated reporter training.
All parish staff and volunteers are mandated reporters
and are required to attend this one-time training. If you
intend to volunteer in the future and haven’t attended
this training before, please join us. Please note that both
parts will be covered in Sunday’s session and the training
will be approximately 3 hours, including videos and group
discussion.

Help us by officially registering for this course at www.
virtusonline.org/. Doing so will create a permanent record
of your participation and completion of the training. If you
can’t register online, please join us anyway and come a few
minutes early so you can be registered in the system. Thank
you so much, and we look forward to seeing you!
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Join us on the Fourth Sunday of Advent for

A Festival of
Lessons ¢ Carols
December 21st | 4:00 P.M.

In this service of Scripture and song, lessons from
Sacred Scripture are interspersed with Christmas carols,
hymns, and choral music, joyfully proclaiming the story

of God’s love and the joyous message of Christmas.

Light refreshments will follow.

This service will be livestreamed.
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ARCHBISHOP

LORI: LESSONS

FROM THE JESUITS FOR THE
UNITED STATES AT 250

BY WILLIAM E. LORI

St. Ignatius Church at Chapel Point in Port Tobacco, MD. Founded in 1641 by Andrew White, S.J., it is one of the oldest
Catholic parishes in continuous service in the country.

In just a short time, our nation will celebrate its 250th
anniversary—a milestone that invites both gratitude and
examination.

Two hundred and fifty years ago, the Declaration of
Independence was signed, proclaiming liberty and equality
for all, even as from the beginning, those words rang hollow
for so many who were enslaved, displaced or excluded.

The story of America has always been a paradox of noble

ideals, mixed motives, moments of heroism and chapters of
heartbreak. And, in a way, that makes it the perfect story for the
Jesuits to inhabit—because the history of the Society of Jesus,
especially here in Maryland, is just as complex (even as the story
of the Archdiocese of Baltimore is complex and paradoxical).

It is a story of great faith and painful failure, of mission and
misstep. But also a story of conversion, community and deep
hope in God’s continuing work. (To repeat, it is a story that the
Archdiocese of Baltimore mirrors).
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The Jesuit presence here predates the founding of the
United States by more than a century. When the Ark and
the Dove sailed from England in 1634, bringing settlers to
Maryland, among them were Jesuit priests like Andrew
White, S.J., who dreamt of a land where Catholics could
freely practice their faith and share the Gospel.

In many ways, Maryland was the seedbed of religious
freedom in this country. The 1649 Act of Toleration—
though fragile and short-lived—planted the idea
that people of different faiths might coexist without
persecution. And through centuries of shifting political
winds, the Jesuits remained—often in quiet perseverance,
celebrating Mass in hidden chapels, teaching, baptizing
and serving communities scattered along the Chesapeake.
Their pastoral imagination was incarnational—close to
the land, close to the people, deeply embedded in the
rhythms of daily life. They taught that faith was not an
abstraction but a way of seeing and serving the world that
God loves.

That incarnational spirit eventually built parishes, missions
and schools, and, of course, Georgetown College, founded
in 1789, the same year that the United States Constitution
was ratified and the Archdiocese of Baltimore was
founded.

Freedom and faith were intertwined from the start. But as
we know, the Jesuit story in Maryland is not only a story of
faith; it is also a story of moral failure. In 1838, Maryland
Jesuits sold 272 enslaved men, women and children to
sustain Georgetown and their missions. It is a wound
that remains part of the Jesuit institutional memory, one
that Jesuits have continued to confront with humility and
repentance.

Yet, even in facing that truth, there is grace—because
of the willingness to acknowledge sin. To tell the truth
about history is itself a deeply Ignatian act. It is the first
step of discernment: to see reality clearly and to seek
the movements of God within it. The Jesuit story mirrors
America’s: full of promise and contradiction; always being
redeemed through conversion.

The American Experiment

Over two and a half centuries, the Jesuits have shaped
American life profoundly, not by seeking power, but by
forming consciences. The Society of Jesus’ schools have
taught that education is not merely about achievement
but about vocation—the formation of men and women for
others. Its parishes have served as centers of encounter—
places where people of every background could find
welcome, purpose and direction. Jesuit scholars and
activists have wrestled with the moral crises of their

times—from slavery to civil rights to nuclear weapons and
climate change.

In every age, the Jesuit contribution to American democracy
has been the same: to remind this nation that freedom
without virtue is fragility, that liberty without truth is license
and that true greatness is measured not by wealth or might
but by justice and mercy. And perhaps most powerfully,
Jesuits have modelled how faith can engage democracy—
not by retreating from it, but by entering into it as leaven,
conscience and companion.

To use the Ignatian phrase, Jesuits are called to be
contemplatives in action in the public square, discerning
God’s movement even in politics and culture.

But what does this mean now, for the church and the Jesuit
community in particular, in a moment when our society is so
fractured, so angry, so weary?

We are living in an age of polarization: political, cultural,
even spiritual. It is tempting to withdraw or to shout, to
label or to despair. Yet the Jesuit way—the Ignatian way—
offers another path. First, it calls each of us to remember
with humility. The grace of history is that it humbles us. The
past, both for Jesuits and for Americans, is not pristine (nor
is mine!). But remembering truthfully allows redemption to
take root.

Second, Ignatian spirituality teaches discernment. In an
era driven by outrage and algorithms, discernment is a
countercultural act. It requires slowing down, listening for the
quiet movement of the Spirit beneath the noise. Discernment
asks: What is leading me toward love and communion, and
what is pulling me toward division and fear?

Third, the tradition of cura personalis—care for the whole
person—offers an antidote to polarization. Our politics has
become depersonalized, abstract, tribal. The Jesuit charism
insists that we see the human face before us. Encounter
replaces ideology. Dialogue replaces disdain. Healing begins
not in winning arguments but in seeing one another as
children of God.

And finally, the cross reminds us that the way forward is not
triumph but love. The cross is the great unifier of opposites:
strength and vulnerability, suffering and redemption. If the
church and the Jesuits can hold fast to the cross in a polarized
culture, we can together become the bridge our nation so
desperately needs.

The Next 250 Years
The United States remains an unfinished project; it is a
country still being born. So too, the Jesuit mission here is
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unfinished; it is a story still being written by the Spirit. As
we look to the next 250 years, | would humbly suggest
that the Jesuits’ task is not to dominate the national
conversation, but to deepen it. To form consciences
capable of right judgment and compassion amid
complexity. To raise up leaders who can hold tension
without losing hope. To model freedom rooted, not in
self-assertion, but service.

The challenge before each of us is to make sure that our
civic and ecclesial lives reflect the idea at the heart of
our faith and our nation: the inherent dignity of every
person.

When Pedro Arrupe said that the goal of Jesuit education
is to form men and women for others, he was describing
the kind of citizens the American experiment most
needs: people who use freedom for love, intelligence
for service, faith for justice. The Jesuit story in America
began on the banks of the Potomac, with small missions
and great courage. It has weathered persecution,
scandal and rebirth. It continues today wherever Jesuits
and their collaborators teach, pray and walk with the
excluded, still seeking “to find God in all things,” even in
this moment of division.

So perhaps as the nation turns 250, a Jesuit prayer
might read like this:

Lord, teach us again to be companions of Jesus
in a wounded land. Make us instruments of
dialog in a culture of shouting. Help us see in
our shared history,not despair but invitation—an
invitation to build the kind of freedom that leads
to communion and the kind of nation that reflects
your glory.

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, and for the healing of our
common home.

Co=p==09

Editors’ note: This essay is adapted from an address
to the Jesuit community of Baltimore, MD., on Oct. 20,
2025.

Originally published in America Magazine on December
8, 2025.

The Most Rev. William E. Lori is the Archbishop of
Baltimore and vice president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

RITE
OF ACCEPTANCE
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30%, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.
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