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21 December 2025 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
Welcome to Saint Cecilia! 

PRELUDE | Nun komm‘ der Heiden Heiland, BWV 660 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (1685-1750) 
 
 

THE ORDER OF THE MASS 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!



A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols

Join us on the Fourth Sunday of Advent for

In this service of Scripture and song, lessons from  
Sacred Scripture are interspersed with Christmas carols, 
hymns, and choral music, joyfully proclaiming the story 

of God’s love and the joyous message of Christmas. 

Light refreshments will follow. 

This service will be livestreamed.

December 21st | 4:00 P.M.
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, December 20 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Dede Simon, lector

Sunday, December 21 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Jim Dougherty, lector

Sunday, December 21 | 9:30 a.m.
Most Rev. Richard G. Henning, celebrant
Rev. John Unni, concelebrant
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon
Bobbi Moran, Moira Macdonald, Peter Haley, lectors

Sunday, December 21 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon and homilist
Jen Kowieski, Cynthia Wanner, Laura Melle, lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, December 20 | 5:00 p.m.
Elie and Viella Prevost, Memorial
Curtis Peltier, Memorial
Flaubert Peltier, Memorial
Doris Hearty, Memorial

Sunday, December 21 | 9:30 a.m.
Robert Matthew Conroy, Memorial 
Raffaele Santoro, Memorial 
Robert William Lally, Memorial
Ariel Silvaggio, Memorial
Tony Silvaggio, Memorial
Paul DeSabato, Memorial
Michael Thomas, Memorial
Rosemary Driscoll, Memorial
Sr. Clare "Kate" Walsh, Memorial
Clare Mare Fauvel, Memorial
Eva Lidia Pedone, Memorial

Sunday, December 21 | 11:30 a.m.
Bill and Claire White, Memorial

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
 READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 7:10-14
Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-24

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Colossians 3:12-21
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23



Christmas 
Liturgical Schedule

Saturday, December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

 Sunday, December 14 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

This is the last 6:00 p.m. liturgy  
until January 4.

Saturday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 21 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.

Archbishop Richard G. Henning will be the  
principal celebrant at the 9:30 liturgy.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols | 4:00 p.m.*
There will be no 6:00 p.m. liturgy.

Wednesday, December 24   
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent

Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
Mass | 4:00 p.m.* with the procession of children 

bringing the infant Jesus to the crèche
Mass | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 | Christmas Day
Mass | 9:30 a.m.*

This is the only Mass on Christmas Day.  
There will be no coffee hospitality today.

Friday, December 26
There will be no 8:00 a.m. daily Mass on the Friday 

following Christmas Day.

Saturday, December 27 | Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28 | Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.  

There will be no 6:00 liturgy.

Wednesday, December 31
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 1 | Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God

Mass | 10:00 a.m. | Today is a holy day of obligation.

Friday, January 2
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, January 3 | The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 4| The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* 11:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. 

There will be coffee hospitality following the 9:30 
& 11:30 liturgies. There will be pizza following the 

6:00 liturgy.

Please note: liturgies that will be livestreamed are marked with an 
asterisk (*) and can be viewed at www.stceciliaboston.org.
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul 
Surette.

Welcome, Archbishop Henning!
We are honored to welcome Archbishop Richard Henning 
to Saint Cecilia this Sunday. Archbishop Henning will be 
the principal celebrant and homilist at the 9:30 liturgy and 
will then join us for coffee hospitality. Be sure to give the 
archbishop a warm welcome! 

No 6:00PM Mass
The 6:00 Mass is on a two-week hiatus and will resume on 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany—January 4. We will serve 
pizza following the 6:00 Mass on Epiphany.

Hanukkah–Judaism's Festival of Lights
Hanukkah began at sundown on December 14 and will end at 
nightfall on December 22. We remember our Jewish family 
and friends as they continue their eight-day celebration of 
light.

Upcoming Coffee Hospitality Pause
In order to give our coffee hospitality team a well deserved 
break, we will not be serving coffee on Christmas Day, on 
Sunday, December 28, or on January 1. Coffee hospitality 
will resume on Sunday, January 4 following the 9:30 and 
11:30 liturgies.

For Our Students
Pray that all of our students successfully complete the 
semester and have safe travels as they head home to 
celebrate Christmas with family and friends.

Happy Winter!
Winter officially begins with the winter solstice, which
occurs at 10:03 AM (EST) this Sunday, December 21.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
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https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 


Saint Cecilia House & 
Robert McBride House 

Donation Drive
‘Tis the Season to Help Spread Joy to Our Neighbors in Need
The holiday season is a time when many people experience stress and emotional difficulty amidst socie-
tal expectations and the high cost of living. But, as always, your generosity is making a real difference! 
Your support has brought joy and good food to our Pine Street Inn neighbors and other families and 
individuals struggling with food insecurity, and to the children and families represented on our Advent 
Giving Trees. Thank you for always responding to the needs around us with kindness and compassion.

 

Now, we’re calling on you to help bring Christmas cheer to the residents of St. Cecilia House and 
Robert McBride House—two special communities with roots in our parish. These affordable housing 
developments provide a safe and dignified home for seniors and individuals with disabilities, and we’re 

proud to support their well-being.
 

We’re collecting donations for both communities and ask you to consider contributing some of the 
items listed below. All donations can be dropped off in the designated bin in our reception area by 

Sunday, December 21. Your kindness will bring joy and hope to those who need it most.
 

As always, thank you for being a beacon of light in our community and living out the true spirit of 
Christmas. If you have any questions or would like more information, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Suggested Donation Items
1.  Grocery Gift Cards (Stop &  
Shop, Market Basket, Walmart,  
Target, etc.)

2.  Non-Perishable Food Items
• Canned vegetables, soups, meats
• Pasta, rice, cereal, oatmeal
• Shelf-stable milk, peanut butter, 

snacks

3.  Personal Care & Hygiene Items
• Soap, shampoo, toothpaste,  

deodorant
• Feminine hygiene products
• Lotion, razors, shaving cream

4.  Household Essentials
• Paper towels, toilet paper
• Laundry detergent, cleaning wipes
• Dish soap, trash bags

Drop off at reception by Sunday, December 21.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
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FOURTH WEEK
Light all four candles. During the rest of Advent, these 
candles are relit at the evening meal or whenever you 
choose to do so.

Jesus, your mother Mary is "blessed
among women." We are happy that
she said "Yes" to being your mother.

As we light this candle, we remember
that you bring the light of love into our
lives. May your Word be always in our
minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.

Amen.

SNOW ON SNOW:
A TREE OF PROMISE AND WARMTH

Saint Cecilia’s Knitting and 
Crochet Ministry is proud 
to display and share our 
Christmas tree of promise and 
warmth.Our joyful and festive 
tree was created with 128 
knit and crocheted squares in 
shades of white. A beautiful 
handmade stained glass Angel 
proudly celebrates the hope 
of Advent. These squares 
were made in prayer with 
compassion and  intention 
for the Advent season. Our 
fiber artists are from all over 
the country. After our Advent 

display we plan on creating two special blankets that will be 
raffled off in the parish during the Lenten season.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:
A SPACE FOR LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 3PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

The holiday season can be 
especially difficult for those 
struggling with loss, loneliness, 
or heavy emotional burdens. 
A Blue Christmas Service 
offers a gentle, prayerful 
space to acknowledge these 
feelings in the light of Christ’s 
compassion. Through Scripture, 
quiet reflection, music, and 
intercessory prayer, we gather 
to entrust our sorrows to 
the Lord who “comes to heal 
the brokenhearted.” This 
sacred space provides room 
to breathe, to mourn, and to 

find hope in the promise of Emmanuel—God with us. All are 
welcome to come as they are and rest in God’s tender mercy.

Following Blue Christmas, you may join us for Lessons and 
Carols, a contemplative service of Scripture and song. If you 
have any questions, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish 
email. 

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
THOSE IN THE MEDICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 1 PM | CLASSROOM 1

This group meets on the third Sunday of the month at 
1pm following the 11:30 Mass to provide spiritual support 
for those working in the healthcare system during these 
challenging times.  You are welcome to drop in and meet 
other parishioners who work in the healthcare system who 
want to integrate their Catholic spirituality in their self-
care and care of others. Please feel free to contact Michael 
Murphy, EdD, Kathy Sanders, MD or Mary Wessel through the 
reception desk (617-536-4548) for more information.
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
DECEMBER 21 - 25

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Healthcare Workforce Support Group 
1pm | Classroom 1

Blue Christmas | 3pm | Community Room
Lessons and Carols | 4pm 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm 

Community Room

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Mass | 8am

Mass | 4pm (livestreamed) with the procession of  
children bringing the infant Jesus to the crèche

Mass | 6:30pm 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
Parish Office Closed

Mass| 9:30am (livestreamed)
*Note: this is the only Mass on Christmas Day.*  

*There will also be no coffee hospitality.* 

VIRTUS TRAINING: PROTECTING  
GOD'S CHILDREN
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 2:30PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

VIRTUS is the umbrella term for a two-part training designed 
to keep children safe in the parish setting. The Archdiocese 
requires this two-part training of all volunteers and staff who 
have the potential for direct contact with children or the 
vulnerable due to their involvement in the parish. The first 
part, Protecting God’s Children (or PGC), is a training on how 
to recognize the signs and symptoms that a child is being 
abused and how to talk with children about these issues. The 
second part is mandated reporter training. All parish staff 
and volunteers are mandated reporters and are required 
to attend this one-time training. If you intend to volunteer 
in the future and haven’t attended this training before, 
please join us. Please note that both parts will be covered 
in Sunday’s session and the training will be approximately 3 
hours, including videos and group discussion.

Help us by officially registering for this course at www. 
virtusonline.org/. Doing so will create a permanent record 
of your participation and completion of the training. If you 
can’t register online, please join us anyway and come a few 
minutes early so you can be registered in the system. Thank 
you so much, and we look forward to seeing you!

OPEN HOUSE: 
SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 | SACRED HEART CHURCH, 12 
NORTH SQUARE, NORTH END, BOSTON

“The Franciscan family… unites all members of the People of 
God—laity, religious, and priests—who are called to follow 
Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi.”
(Rule I.1)
 
Did you know the Franciscan family includes lay people too? 
The Secular Franciscan Order welcomes men and women—
married or single—who desire to live the Gospel in the spirit 
of St. Francis, wherever they are in life.
 

If you’re drawn to St. Francis’ love for Christ, simplicity, 
creation, and care for the marginalized and forgotten, you 
may have a Franciscan heart!
 
Join us for an Open House with the newly forming St. 
Leonard’s Fraternity:
•	 Tuesday, January 6
•	 Sacred Heart Church, 12 North Square, North End, 

Boston
 
Learn more about living the Franciscan charism as a lay 
person—just like Dante, Michelangelo, St. Thomas More, 
St. John XXIII, and many others!
 
For more information, contact Riccardo Gemelli or Lisa 
Baro through the reception desk (617-536-4548) for more 
information.
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S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  C H R I S T M A S

L E A R N  M O R E  &  G I V E  T O D A Y  A T  C L E R G Y T R U S T . O R G

healthier priests.
stronger communities.

SCAN HERE for Venmo, 
Google/Apple Pay, 

Paypal via Givebutter
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POPE LEO XIV: 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER'S 

2025 NEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR 
BY NCR EDITORIAL STAFF

We start with a simple belief: Every human being 
possesses a God-given spirit, inherent dignity and 

rights that can never be exchanged or taken away. This is the 
foundation on which we stand, the moral clarity from which 
all our work flows. It influences how we interpret history, 
understand the church's mission, and identify leaders who 
respond to the urgency of their time. 

This year, that clarity clearly points to Pope Leo XIV, named 
the Newsmaker of the Year for 2025 by the National Catholic 

Reporter. His early actions as pope are not just administrative 
moves; they are moral guiding posts in a world yearning for 
direction. Amid rising authoritarianism, growing inequality, 
ecological decline and a disturbing normalization of violence, 
he offers something rare: a pastor-leader urging the church to 
reclaim the dignity of every person — not as an abstract idea, 
but as the core of its public witness.

By honoring him now, we recognize both the hope he has 
ignited and the tough questions he refuses to avoid. We also 

Standing amid the rubble and with the loved ones of people killed behind him, Pope Leo XIV prays at a memorial marking the site of a deadly explosion in 
2020 at the port in Beirut Dec. 2. He traveled to Turkey and Lebanon Nov. 27 to Dec. 2, his first international trip as pope.

Im
age: CN

S photo/Vatican M
edia
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acknowledge that his papacy is new — many challenges lie 
ahead which will test him and define him. And yet we can 
confidently state that Pope Leo XIV's first seven months 
have already transformed the global Catholic conversation 
and signaled a different kind of leadership — humble, 
dialogical, grounded and unwavering in conscience. 

In a divided world, he has become a necessary North Star.

A pope for a fractured time
Leo's election on May 8, 2025 — one of the fastest and 
most decisive conclaves in history — brought Chicago-
born Augustinian missionary Robert Prevost to the papacy 
amid a time of converging crises: escalating war, severe 
ecological danger and internal division that has left many 
Catholics spiritually drained. From his first public words — 
"Peace be with you!" — he emphasized his core mission: 
reconciliation, not rivalry. That simple yet purposeful 
opening blessing cast his papacy as a peace-focused 
ministry rooted in Gospel truth rather than diplomatic 
games. 

Since that moment on the balcony, Leo has shown 
the steady temperament of a calming peacemaker. He 
called for a ceasefire in Gaza and persistently pushed for 
renewed negotiations in Ukraine, often repeating a line 
that has come to symbolize his vision: "War is never holy; 
only peace is holy, because it is the singular will of God." 

In an era when "realism" is often used to justify moral 
failure, Leo has resisted that temptation. He has told 
political leaders that ending war is "a solemn duty before 
God" — a duty they will one day be held accountable 
for. His diplomatic language, centered on "reconciliation, 
justice and truth," has refocused Vatican foreign policy on 
the Gospel's moral compass. He is reminding a tired global 
audience that peace is not naivete; it is moral courage.

Moral clarity for the poor
Leo's pastoral heart was not shaped in European chancery 
offices; it was molded in the sun-baked neighborhoods 
of Peru, where he lived and served for decades. That 
foundation energizes his first teaching document, Dilexi Te 
("I Have Loved You"), a powerful and necessary critique 
of what he calls the "dictatorship of inequality." There, he 
presents a vision of Christian discipleship unwavering in its 
priorities. He argues that nations should gauge their moral 
worth not by GDP, but by their closeness to the poor. He 
plainly states: "We cannot love God unless we identify 
with the poor." In a global economy that encourages 
extraction and hides suffering, such language provides a 
vital dose of Gospel realism. 

By choosing the name "Leo," he calls to mind Pope Leo XIII, 

who challenged the injustices of the Industrial Revolution. 
Yet Leo XIV's social concern is clearly 21st century: economic 
justice and ecological survival are interconnected. He warns 
that "God will ask us an accounting for our treatment of 
creation." Within weeks of his election, he announced plans 
to turn Vatican City into the world's first carbon-neutral state 
— a bold stand of ethical witness as much as environmental 
policy. At a time when powerful leaders dismiss or deny the 
climate crisis, Leo has set an example grounded in integrity: 
faith meets science, science meets justice, justice meets 
survival.

This is moral clarity on the environment — not in slogans, 
but in action.

Moral clarity on migrants and the displaced
In the sphere of migration — where global cruelty has become 
normalized — Leo has given equally urgent witness. Drawing 
on his experience ministering to displaced families in Latin 
America, he has insisted that migrants possess "spiritual 
rights." He has pressed governments to allow chaplains into 
detention centers. And he has spoken forcefully against the 
political manipulation of vulnerable people.

At a time when immigrant families are used as props, 
bargaining chips or objects of contempt, Leo's voice stands 
as a needed reminder: No human being is illegal. Every 
person is a bearer of sacred worth.

This is moral clarity for our age of borders, walls and hardened 
hearts.

Moral clarity on justice and integrity within the church
If Leo's global actions draw headlines, his internal reforms 
may have longer-lasting effects. Rather than stepping back 
from Pope Francis' renewal, Leo has deepened it.

He has made synodality not a process but an attitude: 
Synodality is not a program or a campaign, he said, "but the 
Christ-like willingness to understand and accompany." In that 
one line, he redefined the church's self-understanding — not 
as a fortress but as a pilgrim community, porous, listening, 
open to conversion.

He has appointed women to senior curial roles, supported 
widening pastoral space for LGBTQ Catholics, and 
strengthened financial integrity through his motu proprio 
Coniuncta Cura ("Shared Responsibility"), tightening ethical 
investment standards and restructuring oversight systems 
long in need of reform.

These choices matter because they build trust — and trust is 
the moral oxygen the church cannot live without.
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Moral clarity in an age of technology
Leo XIV has also insisted that the church must confront 
the digital and artificial intelligence revolutions with 
seriousness and courage. He warned that technology 
without ethical grounding could lead to "forgetting how 
to recognize and cherish all that is truly human." In his 
first addresses to scientists and engineers, he urged the 
establishment of an international moral framework rooted 
in the intrinsic worth of individuals.

In a world racing blindly into algorithmic power, this is 
the sober voice Catholics — and humanity — desperately 
need.

Continuity with Francis, courage for the future
In many ways, Leo stands in continuity with Francis: the 
poor remain central, dialogue remains essential, and 
creation remains sacred. Yet his tone is distinct: less 
polarizing, less rhetorical, less defensive, more open.

He has already lowered the fever of the culture wars. He 
has reminded Catholics across the ideological spectrum 
that "no one should impose his or her own ideas; we must 
all listen to one another. No one is excluded; we are all 
called to participate. No one possesses the whole truth; 
we must all humbly seek it and seek it together." And he 
has made it clear that unity is not uniformity — it is the 
fruit of patient listening, shared suffering and collective 
courage.

In seven short months, he has reset what authentic 
Christian leadership looks like.

Why he matters — and why now
In 2025, with democracies wobbling, ecosystems 
collapsing, and whole populations numbed by division 
and despair, Pope Leo XIV's emergence has been the most 
consequential development in Catholic life — and among 
the most hopeful developments in global public life.

His papacy is still evolving. The road ahead is not clearly 
marked, not in times like these. Yet he has already become 
one of the few leaders speaking with the authority that 
comes from humility, from lived experience, and from 
unbending fidelity to conscience.

For the National Catholic Reporter — whose vocation 
has always been to side with truth over power — that 
makes Leo not just a story, but a sign. A sign that a church 
weary from scandal and polarization can still rediscover its 
bearings. A sign that faith rooted in justice is still possible. 
A sign that the Gospel's moral clarity can still cut through 
the noise of a troubled world.

For these reasons, NCR names Pope Leo XIV its Newsmaker 
of 2025.

He reminds us who we are. He reminds us what the church 
can be. He reminds us what humanity must be, if we are to 
survive: a community that knows every person bears the 
image of God — and acts accordingly.

A North Star for a world in turmoil. A pastor for a church in 
need of healing. A witness of conscience for an age losing its 
way.

And for this moment, a leader worthy of our attention, our 
hope and our carefully measured praise.

Originally published in the National Catholic Reporter on 
December 15, 2025. 

THE ANNUNCIATION
by Sadao Watanabe (c.1972)
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A CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGE FROM 

RICHARD ROHR, OFM

“We must move beyond a merely sentimental understanding 
of Christmas as “waiting for the baby Jesus” to an adult and 
communal appreciation of the message of the incarnation of 
God in Christ. We Franciscans have always believed that the 
incarnation was already the redemption, because in Jesus’ birth 
God was saying that it was good to be human, and God was on 
our side. 

Jesus identified his own mission with what he called the coming 
“reign of God.” We have often settled instead for the sweet 
coming of a baby who asked little of us in terms of surrender, 
encounter, mutuality, or any assent to the actual teachings of 
Jesus. Too much sentimentality, or juicing up of our emotions, 
can be a substitute for an actual relationship, as we also see in 
our human relationships. When we are so infatuated with the 
“sweetness” or “perfection” of another, we easily “fall” out of 
love at the first sign of their humanity. Let’s not let that happen 
with the infinitely compelling person of Jesus! 

The celebration of Christmas is not exclusively a sentimental 
waiting for a baby to be born. It is much more an asking for 
history to be born! Creation groans in its birth pains, waiting for 
our participation with God in its renewal (see Romans 8:20–23). 
We do the gospel no favor when we make Jesus, the Eternal 
Christ, into a perpetual baby, who asks little or no adult response 
from us. One even wonders what kind of mind would want to 
keep Jesus a baby. Maybe only one that is content with “baby 
Christianity.” 

Any spirituality that makes too much of the baby Jesus is 
perhaps not yet ready for “prime-time” life. If we are to believe 
the biblical texts, God clearly wants friends and partners to be 
images of divinity. God, it seems, wants mature religion and a 
thoughtful, free response from us. God loves us in partnership, 
with mutual give and take, and we eventually become images of 
the God that we love.  

The Christ we are asking and waiting for includes our own full 
birth and the further birth of history and creation. To this adult 
and Cosmic Christ we can say, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 
22:20) with a whole new understanding and a deliberate 
passion. This makes our entire lives, and the life of the church, 
one huge “advent.” 

The Christ includes the whole sweep of creation and history 
joined with him—and each of us, too. This is the Universal (or 
Cosmic) Christ. [1] We ourselves are members of the Body of 
Christ and the Universal Christ, even though we are not the 
historical Jesus. So we very rightly believe in “Jesus Christ,” and 
both words are essential.”

MINISTRY 
APPRECIATION PARTY
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


