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Dear friends,

As 2025 comes to a close and we come to the yearly celebration of our Savior’s birth, we are as the
prophet Isaiah says, “the people who walked in darkness [who] have seen a great light!” That great
light is Jesus, our hope, who has brought us “abundant joy and great rejoicing!”

We ALL need light, hope and cause for great rejoicing with all that is happening in our lives, our
country and our world today. And God, in the person of Jesus, is that hope! Just as Mary, Joseph
and the shepherds were all told by the angel, “Do not be afraid,” we are being told that too. With
all the uncertainty and fear, with all the unknown and injustice happening, be a person of hope.
Do not be afraid.

What brings you hope? Santa, Frosty, Rudolph and the Elf on the Shelf only go so far...although
they help! Our true mature hope comes from a belief in God, a God for and with whom “nothing
is impossible.” Things might not always go our way and prayers might not always be answered
the way we want them or in the timeframe we want, but our God is always with us bringing new
life into the most bleak of situations. That’s the Nativity story... it’s the holy refugee family who
experienced being on the move, with no place for THEM at the inn or even in the country...and
it’s in THAT bleak situation that God enters into the world. With their vulnerability and tenuous
circumstances, Mary and Joseph usher in new life, Jesus: God’s “in-the-flesh” presence as a light in
the darkness, true hope in the hopelessness and as joy to the world! Just believing this lifts me up
and gives me hope; it deepens my faith and trust. Does it do the same to you and yours?

My hope is that we all believe this and hang onto and deepen our belief in God’s abiding presence
especially when times are toughest, we are loneliest, and circumstances seem bleakest...God breaks
in and saves us...it‘s the Christmas story at its most basic level, and it’s about what we do to and
for each other. Seeing the generosity of so many of you who have contributed to the Advent Giving
Trees with over 1200 tags and our donation drive for Saint Cecilia and Robert McBride Houses - you
bring hope and light to so many families, children and seniors. Experiencing the goodness and the
generous year-end donations to help the parish needs and the needs of others like rent, food, bills
in lean times, is “cause for great rejoicing!” This brings me hope! Hearing the stories of families
passing on faith to our children so the world is a better place is cause for “abundant joy!” Thank
youl!!!

WE can all be hope for others in what we say and do. There is so much that is spoken and done that
is in direct opposition to what the baby Jesus grows up to be about and WE have to be those voices
and actions that speak to the injustices to bring healing and hope; we have to bring glad tidings
to the poor, the new, the needy and vulnerable by lifting people up; we have to speak what’s true
even when others knowingly don’t. This is how the hope endures, the good wins, and the light
shines in the darkness.

So this Christmas, as we come into 2026, let’s practice our belief that God can and does bring new
life into the most unlikely of situations by helping each other; that God reminds us through the
angels to “not be afraid;” and that God is with us as the source of all hope, light, and life through
the power of love and openness modeled for us by Mary and Joseph.

On behalf of the parish staff and myself, have a hope-filled, joyful, and Merry Christmas, and a
happy, healthy, and holy New Year!

Peace,

Fprhf}

Fr. John
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Wednesday, December 24 | 4:00 p.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Letitia Howland, Emily St Germain, Natasha Bolton-Pierre,
lectors

Wednesday, December 24 | 6:30 p.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon

Esteban Vanegas, Julie DesAutels, Karen McMenamy,
lectors

Thursday, December 25 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon
Maggie Giles, Bobbi Moran, lectors

CHRISTMAS EVE READINGS

Isaiah 62:1-5
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Matthew 1:1-25

CHRISTMAS DAY READINGS

Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

SCAN HERE for Venmo,
Google/Apple Pay, :
Paypal via Givebutter stronger communities.

GIVE A GIFT TO OUR
PRIESTS THIS CHRISTMAS

Each year, Christmas allows us the opportunity
to appeal for donations to help Clergy Trust care
for the health and well-being or our active and
senior priests in good standing. At all our Christ-
mas liturgies the entire offertory collection will
be directed to Clergy Trust. On behalf of all the
priests of the Archdiocese of Boston, thank you
for your generosity.

To donate, scan the QR code above or head to
www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/
clergy-fund-christmas-collection-2025.
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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanoyv, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.




Cbristmas

Liturgical Schedule

Please note: liturgies that will be livestreamed are marked with an
asterisk (*) and can be viewed at www.stceciliaboston.org.

# Mg

Saturday, December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 14 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
This is the last 6:00 p.m. liturgy
until January 4.

Saturday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 21 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
Archbishop Richard G. Henning will be the
principal celebrant at the 9:30 liturgy.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols | 4:00 p.m.*
There will be no 6:00 p.m. liturgy.

Wednesday, December 24
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
Mass | 4:00 p.m.* with the procession of children
bringing the infant Jesus to the créche
Mass | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 | Christmas Day
Mass | 9:30 a.m.*
This is the only Mass on Christmas Day.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.

Friday, December 26
There will be no 8:00 a.m. daily Mass on the Friday
following Christmas Day.

Saturday, December 27 | Feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28 | Feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.
There will be no 6:00 liturgy.

Wednesday, December 31
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 1 | Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Mass | 10:00 a.m. | Today is a holy day of obligation.

Friday, January 2
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, January 3 | The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 4| The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* 11:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
There will be coffee hospitality following the 9:30
& 11:30 liturgies. There will be pizza following the
6:00 liturgy.
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