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Letter From the Pastor

Dear Friends,

This time last year we were hoping and expecting (isn’t that what Advent is all about?) that this 
COVID-19 coronavirus–worldwide pandemic would be on its last legs by now and we would be getting 
“back to normal,” whatever “normal” looks like. And yet, here we are a year later, in this new normal 
still dealing with the pandemic, its mutating variants and a world forever changed by its emergence. 
We are tired, afraid to go out, to interact, and afraid of what will come next, wondering if this thing will 
ever end. Will we ever get back to the way things were? Hoping and expecting…???? Seriously? But, 
with the blessing of science and technology, the vaccines have saved lives and lessened the severity of 
the effects of the virus across the globe. Yet, still there is fear. There is resistance to their use. How is it 
that we can lose hope and expectation in something proven to help?

In the same way, on the sprit level, I sometimes wonder about people losing hope and expectation in 
something proven to help…Jesus Christ the Lord! I mean, there is still resistance to believing in Him 
as the One. I often wonder why some people believe and some don’t. Some buy the message “hook, 
line, and sinker,” and others doubt and are skeptical; others just aren’t interested or flat-out resist and 
renounce. Especially in times of need and catastrophe, why wouldn’t we believe? Why wouldn’t we 
hope? Why wouldn’t we expect? It’s what the prophets foretold, and the shepherds heard from the 
angel of the Lord: “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be 
for ALL people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” 
Believe!!! Even Ted Lasso is encouraging us!

As we come into the end of 2021 and enter the new year 2022, let us be people of belief, hope, and 
expectation. Let us be like the shepherds, aware of our fears and the dangers of this world BUT trusting 
and believing in something…in someone “proven to help,” Jesus the Lord. “O come all ye faithful, joyful 
and triumphant, come ye to Bethlehem!” Come to your own Bethlehem in 2021/22, with Mary and 
Joseph to that place of fears and uncertainties, of untimely and unexpected happenings and believe, 
trust, and hope. Bethlehem back then and our world today are filled with these same things…and no 
matter what epoch, century, or millennium, we are always called to “have no fear” for there is “good 
news of great joy for us” no matter what life throws at us or takes away from us.

In John’s gospel on Christmas Day, we hear, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God…and the Word WAS God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be, through him, was LIFE, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” This Christmas let us let our own light shine 
(being hopeful, generous, kind, giving, forgiving, helpful, loving) because the Light that already shone 
2000+ years ago wants to keep shining in and through you and me. 
This what it means to be a people of faith, hope and love…a people 
who believe in the reason for the season…for a savior born to us who 
is Jesus Christ the Lord.

Believe….and thank you for being part of our online and in-person 
community. Have a Merry Christmas and happy, healthy, peaceful 
New Year from all of us here at Saint Cecilia!





PRELUDES | Noel sur les flutes Louis-Claude Daquin 
 (1694-1772) 

Der Tag der ist so freudenrich, BuxWV 182 Dietrich Buxtehude 
(1637-1707) 

In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729 Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” from Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben, BWV 147 

Fantasia on Greensleeves Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(1872-1958) 

Weihnachten Max Reger 
(1873-1916) 

Chorale Prelude on “Silent Night” Samuel Barber 
(1910-1981) 

CALL TO WORSHIP | Puer Natus Est Nobis Plainchant 

Puer natus est nobis et filius datus est nobis: cuius 
imperium super humerium eius: 
et vocabitur nomen eius magni consilii Angelus. 
Cantate Domino canticum novum quia mirabilia fecit. 

A child is born to us and a Song is given to us: 
Whose government is upon His shoulder: 
and His Name shall be called, the Angel of Great 
Counsel 
Sing ye to the Lord a new song for he has done 
wonderful things. 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

24 DECEMBER 2021 



ENTRANCE PROCESSION | O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
arranged by Richard Webster 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

 The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE 



GLORIA | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 



 

COLLECT 
 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING | Isaiah 62: 1-5 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Isaiah 89: Forever I Will Sing Tony Alonso 

 

1. “With my chosen one I have made a covenant; I have said to David my servant:  
I will establish your descendants forever and set up your throne through all ages.” 
 

2. How blessed the people who know your praise, who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,  
who find their joy every day in your name, who make your justice their joyful acclaim.  
 

3. “He will call out to me, ‘You are my father, my God, my God, the rock of my salvation.’  
I will keep my faithful love for him always; with him my covenant shall last.” 



SECOND READING | Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Celtic Alleluia  Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker 

 
 

GOSPEL | Matthew 1:1-25 

 
HOMILY  
 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH! 
We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial contribution to our parish 
is to use the parish Flowcode below.  
 
Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera at the Flowcode 
image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You may need to zoom in a bit to focus on 
the code. 
 
If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston. 
 
You can also mail a check to: 
 
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston


LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | Silent Night Franz Gruber 
  (1787-1863) 
  arranged by Shawn Kirchner 
 

 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Felix Mendelssohn 
 (1809-1847) 
 Arranged by Richard Webster 
 

 

 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 The Lord be with you. 
 All: And with your spirit. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All:  It is right and just. 

  



SANCTUS | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 

 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 

 

 

AMEN | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen  

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 



THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 All: And with your spirit. 

 

AGNUS DEI | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen  

  

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make an 
“Act of Spiritual Communion.” During this time when we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist together in person, Pope Francis 
invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace. We can be assured that when we express our desire to receive Jesus in the 
Eucharist, God will be with us spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that we encourage you to pray  
as you participate in our live-streamed liturgies: 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Loving Jesus, 
I believe that you 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you.  
Amen.  
 

  



COMMUNION | It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Edmund Sears  

 

 

 

  



Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN ROSE ENTSPRUNGEN 
  Michael Praetorius 
  (1571-1621) 
 

 
 
 
In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke 
  (1888-1976) 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,  
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  
 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

 

COMMUNION MEDITATION | O Holy Night Adolphe Adam 
 (1803-1856) 
   

4:00pm Mass: Micah Christian, tenor, and Thomas Mellan, piano 

6:30pm Mass: Ryan Lustgarten, tenor, and Thomas Mellan, piano 
 



 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 The Lord be with you.     
 All: And with your spirit. 

 May almighty God bless you, the Father, (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 All: Amen. 

 Go forth, the Mass is ended.   
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

RECESSIONAL | Joy to the World 
 George Friderich Handel 
  (1685-1759) 
  Arranged by Richard Webster 

 

 

 
POSTLUDE |  Noel sur les Grands Jeux et en Duo Louis-Claude Daquin 

 (1694-1772) 

Music in this worship aid is printed with permission under Onelicense.net #A700-137. 

For information on becoming involved or supporting the music program at Saint Cecilia,  
please contact Dr. Robert Duff at 617-536-4548 or email: RDuff@stceciliaboston.org. 

mailto:RDuff@stceciliaboston.org


Ministers of the Liturgy

The Vigil of Christmas
4:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Julie DesAutels and Charlie Prucher, lectors

6:30 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Richard Gaillardetz, Sara Hajjaj, and 
Mary Ann Hinsdale, IHM, lectors

Christmas Day
9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Karen McMenamy, Catherine Horsley, and
Kevin Dumas, lectors
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A Christmas Prayer

Robert Louis Stevenson

Loving Father, help us remember the birth 
of Jesus, that we may share in the song of 
the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, 
and the worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of 
love all over the world.

Let kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which 
Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 
clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy 
to be your children, and the Christmas 
evening bring us to our beds with grateful 
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ 
sake.

Amen!

Vigil Mass

Isaiah 9:1-6

Titus: 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14

Mass During the Day

Isaiah  52:7-10

Hebrews  1:1-6

John 1:1-18
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Our Sick
Please pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of 
our prayer, especially Mary Pickering, Caeden Boyce, Delia 
Alvarez, Charlie Naughton, Peter Tracy, MaryAnn Weber, 
Bob Haas, Bob Roppolo, Christopher Gobron, Joy Gilbert, 
Mary Walters, John Powers, Marc Pelletier, Larry Murphy, 
Josephine Mason, Marian Licameli, Ray Cronin, Rosalind 
Sica, Nicholas Collins, Eileen Bolesky, Fred Anzalone, Liam 
Nedell, and Nancy Boutin.

For Our Priests
At all of our Christmas Masses this week, our offertory 
collections will be to support the retirement, medical, and 
financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston. On 
behalf of all of our priests, thank you in advance for your 
generosity. Please make a donation directly to Clergy Trust, 
at clergytrust.org.

Christmas Prayers
In your prayer, please remember those who are alone and 
will spend Christmas without family or friends. Consider 
ways that you can be a welcoming presence to those who 
are lonely. Pray also for those who will spend Christmas on 
the street or in a shelter.

For Ongoing Incarnation
Pray for the grace to bring God into our world — that we may 
allow the Word to dwell in our hearts, become enfeshed 
through our lives, and revealed in our words and deeds.

For Parents Celebrating Christmas With a New Child
Pray for our parishioners who are celebrating this Christmas 
with a new child — that they may recognize the gift of God 
that they hold and faithfully nurture the gifts and talents 
that God has given their child.

For Peace
Pray for peace and justice in all troubled parts of the        
world — that God will give insight and new vision to all who 
are striving to turn swords into plowshares and spears into 
pruning hooks.

For the People Who Inhabit the Holy Land
Pray for for all who live in Bethlehem and the hill country of 
Judah; for Christians, Jews, and Muslims — that God’s spirit 
will open new pathways of peace and bring forth new hope 
for all who live in fear.

Welcome to Our Visitors
If you are not a regular parishioner at Saint Cecilia, we hope 
that you find a warm welcome and a vibrancy in worship 
here. If you are looking for a faith community to call home, 
please give us a try. For more information on programing 
and ministries at Saint Cecilia please 
find our ministry booklet in the nar-
thex. There you will find the full range 
of our offerings and contacts for more 
information. Please feel free to take 
one home! Come and be a part of our 
life as we journey in God and toward 
God. You are always welcome here.

Prayers & Occasions



MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by week, 
to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a diverse and 
close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing backgrounds. 
From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation program; from the 
various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that the parish provides, 
Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship that tries to keep the 
Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. The 
maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested a 
church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish from the 
territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. The 
main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara marble. 
The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the dome above 
is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. During 
this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported from Italy and 
placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ life. On the left 
side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and above it are three 
scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—framed 
by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces originally 
designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 1465, 
and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began a massive 
reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, and 3,084 
pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to issues 
of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that  does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with the 
legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we honor 
tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.
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Christmas Flowers

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5-6)

 Guerino & Olga Abruzzi

Mary Anzivino

Dudley Appelman

Sharon Appelman

Catherine Aylward

Nora Bain

Romania Barclay

Julius & Eleanore Bienkowski

Harriet Blanchard

Alan Bonus 

Casey Bonus

Mary Bonus

Chuck & Betty Botosh

Charles Boudakian

Mary Bradley

Jack Brent

Mary Elizabeth Brown

William W. Brown

Sergio Bru

Glenn Calmus

Charles M. Campion

Ann Campo

        John & Nancy Coghlan

Doris Coleman

Donald Coleman

Harry Coleman

Virginia Coleman

Charlene A. Colgan

Patricia Colgan

Fr. Chuck Connolly, S.J.

Mickey & Joe Contilli

Francis & Madeline Cotton

Robert Crawford

Daniel & Jeanne Curley

Daniel T. Curley

Mary Curley

Sally Curtin

Mr. & Mrs. Saheed W. Dahar, Sr.

Harry Day

Frank DeMare

 Demers Family

John Z. Dennehy

Mr. & Mrs. Philip F. Dennehy, Sr.

Francis DeRose

Marc DeSousa

Mary and Joseph Devlin

Mario Diaz

Frank & Marjorie DiGennaro

Cecelia Dobson

Alida Dommermuth

Edmond Donlan

Rosella Donlan

George J. Doran, Sr.

Arthur T. Dunnett

R. Maragret Dunnett

Maria Caridad Escanaverino

   Irene & John Faldetta

Mary & Peter Famiglietti

Tony, Ann, & John Farinelli

Mary & Daniel Federici

Marie & Phil Ferraro

Elio Ruth Fine

Caroline & Phil Fitzpatrick

Ann Flaherty

Annie Caroline Flaherty 

Joseph Flaherty

Alice Florenzano

Francesconi Family

Bill Gardner

Carmina Garcia

Joseph Garcia

Michael Garvey

Richard Gilbert

Anne & William Giles

James J. Griffin

Lucy Ann Griffin

Lucy B. Griffin

Mary Ann Griffin

Michell Griffin

 Griffith Family

Rev. Msgr. Michael F. Groden

Richard N. Hart, Jr.

Nicole Bairos Heck

Charles & Nancy Heaslip
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Jillian Heaslip

Fr. Jerry Hogan

Bryce Holton

Leah & Tom Holton

Carol Howland

Richard Howland

Thomas & Jeanne Keenan

Virginia Kelly

Robert Kenney

Joseph King

           Elsa & Nedeljo Klaric

Cecilia Kurta 

Joseph Kurta

      Dot & Rene L'Abbe

               Ruth M. & Robert F. Lally

Thomas Largey

                  LaSala-Romeo-Gilbert 
Family

Michael J. Lawless

Sally S. Lawless

Vincent M. Lawless

Laura & Siobhan

Neil Leonard

Susan Levinsky

Joseph & Claire Lippolt

Alice Littleton

Carmen Lombardo

Mueit (AKA Irene) Luebke

David Macaulay

Barbara & John MacDonald

Fred Maglero

Ilda, Peter & Paul Maguire

Gerry & Bridie Maloney

Mr. & Mrs. James Manley

Elizabeth & James A. McCrohan

 McEvoy Family

Jim McManus

Melville Family

Joe Michalski

James & Rose Miele

Christine & Cal Milne

Kathleen Modeste

 Moffatt Family

Josephine Moitoso

Jeff Monroe

Eleanor Byrne Mooney Dahar

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Mooney, Sr.

Patrick & Noreen Morrisey

John & Kathleen Mullen

Bill Mullin

Dorothy & Frank Mullin

Bob Murphy

Edwin Murphy

Elizabeth Murphy

David O'Hara

Ana Teresa Palermo

Ernesto Palermo

 Pandolfo Family

Regina J. Platt

Jim & Sadie Price

Sheldon Rich 

Roccuzzo Family

Grace Romasanta

Manolita Romasanta

Christine & John Romeo

Frances Romeo

Edgar & Josephine Roy

Mary & Raif Saati

Augustine J. Salvetti 

Grace R. Salvetti

Mario & Maria Santoro

Rose  Scozza

Fr. Richard Segreve

Harold Seward

Elizabeth, John & Peter Shatswell

Susan Shaughnessy

          Tony & Joan Shelto

Kathyrn Shirley-Davidson

     John & Nancy Shugars

James Shugars

            Paul & Mary Siebert

          Leo & Camille Simon

            Mary and Francis                                  
                 Skinner

Gerry Smith

Ellen Solomita

Dorothy Starzyk

William Starzyk, Jr.

Richard Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Szum

Susan R. Szum

Sue & Mike Toomey

Angela and Raymond Towle

Geraldine Travers

Nadine & John Troppy

Denis Woods

Robert Yabaccio

Myra & Michael Yenco
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Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Ga-
rage (located at 50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tav-
ern), for $11, available on Sundays until 3:00 p.m., and 
$14 after 4:00 every day of the week. To take advantage of 
this discount, ask one of our greeters for a chaser ticket at 
Mass or ask a staff person during the week. Chaser tickets 
must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To obtain the 
discount, first place the ticket you received upon entering 
the garage into the machine, then follow it with the chaser 
ticket.

For Those with Celiac Disease

If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a 
supply of low-gluten altar bread available for those who 
cannot tolerate gluten. 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS

Generous parishioners have donated a supply of children's 
books that can be found in the narthex.  Given our desire to 
respect the dignity of the folks we serve through our hun-
ger and homelessness ministries, we would ask that you 
have your children borrow these books rather than play 
with the donations of food and toiletries.

HEARING ASSISTANCE IN CHURCH

The church is equipped with an FM listening device. Small 
receivers are available for anyone who may have trouble 
hearing the sound system. Simply request a receiver from 
one of our greeters before Mass.

Help Care For those in need

Occasionally we give gift cards to our sisters and brothers 
in need. We need to replenish our supply of gift cards to 
Shaw's Supermarket. If you would like to help out in this 
way, simply purchase a gift card and place it in the collec-
tion basket at Mass, give it to a member of the staff, or mail 
it to the Parish Office. We are very appreciative of your help 
as we attempt to offer some assistance, especially around 
the holidays, to those who struggle.

Other WAYs TO STAY IN TOUCH 

A good way to keep up–to–date with what is going on in 
the parish is to like us on Facebook or follow us on twitter. 
If you search "Saint Cecilia Parish" on either site, you should 
find us. We also put out a weekly Bulletin Blast which is a 
summary of the goings on in the week to come. If you'd like 
to receive it, please email lbennett@stceciliaboston.org.

THE OXEN

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
   “Now they are all on their knees,”
An elder said as we sat in a flock
   By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
   They dwelt in their strawy pen,
Nor did it occur to one of us there
   To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave
   In these years! Yet, I feel,
If someone said on Christmas Eve,
   “Come; see the oxen kneel,

“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
   Our childhood used to know,”
I should go with him in the gloom,
   Hoping it might be so.

~ Thomas Hardy, 1915
Gebert Christi, Wolfgang Sauber, 15th century



   

 
 
 

Celebrate the Christmas Season with Evening Prayer 
 
 

 
Monday, December 27 at 6:30 p.m. – The 3rd Day and Saint John the Evangelist 

 
Wednesday, December 29 at 6:30 p.m. – The 5th Day and Saint Thomas Becket 

 
Friday, December 31 at 6:30 p.m. – The 7th Day and Vigil of Mary, Mother of God 

 
Sunday, January 2 at 6:30 p.m. – The 9th Day and Epiphany of the Lord 

 
Tuesday, January 4 at 6:30 p.m. – The 11th Day and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

  
Wednesday, January 5 at 6:30 p.m. – The 12th Day and Saint John Neumann 

 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen his glory. 

John 1:14 
  

Sunday, January 9 at 6:30 p.m. – Baptism of the Lord and Conclusion of Christmas 
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Have you ever asked yourself  why so few people noticed 
Jesus’ birth? Why, when the moment of  salvation and hope, 
which had been so long expected, finally arrived, did it pass 
so many people by?

The answer I think is simple – because everything looked 
the same. The world was, apparently, exactly as it had been 
before: the Roman oppressors were still in power; there was 
no prosperity and harmony for God’s people and the wolves 
were not, as Isaiah had promised, lying down with lambs. 
God’s people were waiting for a dramatic and life changing 
intervention from God. Although few agreed on exactly 
what the Messiah would be like, they did agree that when the 
Messiah came everyone would know. The moment would be 
unmissable.

When Jesus did come it was far from the spectacular event 
everyone expected. Admittedly the appearance of  ‘a multitude 
of  the heavenly host’ singing would have lent a certain 
pizzazz to the occasion but the only people to see them were 
the shepherds in the fields keeping watch over their flocks. As 
far as we know, no one else saw them. The most spectacular 
event at this otherwise quiet and unremarkable birth was 
observed by a handful of  people in the fields outside of  a 
small, insignificant village.

The angels’ song, however, points out that, barely noticed 
though this birth may have been, it was the moment for 
which God’s people had waited for so long. The prophet 
Isaiah made clear that when the moment arrived in which 
God intervened in the world, it would be recognized because 
of  two things: God’s glory would be seen and there would 

be peace on earth. This is exactly what the angels proclaimed 
when they sang to the shepherds: ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ In other words, the long awaited moment had come, 
the world had changed forever - even if  it didn’t feel any 
different.

It is worth holding on to this truth through the seemingly 
never ending dark times of  the pandemic we are in. In happier, 
less stressful times, it is easy to imagine that we know that the 
world changed for the better with Jesus’ birth because of  the 
joy we feel or the justice we see around us. At happier times 
we can might feel the joy of  Christmas.

But it is worth remembering that at the time of  Jesus for 
most people nothing seemed to have changed. The world 
appeared as dark and as hopeless as it always had. At the 
heart of  the Christmas story lies the truth that it might have 
looked that way to most people but as the angels revealed to 
the shepherds or as the star revealed to the magi, how things 
seemed was not how they were.

Hope had stirred. Love had been born. Immanuel – God 
with us – was in the midst of  them. The world had changed 
forever, even if  they couldn’t see it. This year let us hold fast 
to this with every fibre of  our being – how things seem is not 
how they are. There is hope and love in abundance and God 
still is with us through it all, whether it feels that way or not.

~ Dr Paula Gooder is Chancellor of  St Paul’s Cathedral and a leading 
Biblical scholar. 

How Things Seem 
Is Not How They Are

BY PAULA GOODER
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Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. & by Appointment
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
E-mail | info@stceciliaboston.org
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. David A. Kiblinger, SJ, Deacon
Leah Bennett, Communications and Operations Manager,
lbennett@stceciliaboston.org 
Mike Currier, Reception
reception@stceciliaboston.org
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
mdonohoe@stceciliaboston.org
Robert Duff, Director of Music 
rduff@stceciliaboston.org
Giovanna Franchi, Pastoral Minister
gfranchi@stceciliaboston.org
David Girardin, Assistant Music Director
dgirardin@stceciliaboston.org
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility  
smacdonald@stceciliaboston.org
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance
cmelaugh@stceciliaboston.org
Thomas Mellan, Organist
tmellan@stceciliaboston.org
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events  
lpickering@stceciliaboston.org
Christin Roskos, Reception  
reception@stceciliaboston.org

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Terrence Devino, SJ
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in-person and livestreamed.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process 
through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith 
traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those who 
were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month. For more 
information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact 
Scott MacDonald in the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark  
Donohoe in the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick 
during regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. 
Please contact the Parish Office for more information.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers 
in mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program 
(VIRTUS). They also provide consultation and support to anyone in 
the parish who has concerns about reporting child abuse and neglect. 
Please contact Lois Flaherty (loisflaherty@gmail.com), Maria Roche 
(maria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.
com), or Erin Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com) if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.

The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect 
children from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the 
nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe 
environment for children, and recognizing and reporting potentially 
dangerous situations. The full text of the policy is also available in the 
narthex and Parish Office, as well as on our website.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of 
low-gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would 
like to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $11, available on Sun-
days until 3:00 p.m., and $14 after 4:00 every day of the week. To take 
advantage of this discount, ask one of our greeters for a chaser ticket at 
Mass or ask a staff person during the week. Chaser tickets must be used 
at the machine at the exit gate. To obtain the discount, first place the 
ticket you received upon entering the garage into the machine, then 
follow it with the chaser ticket.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighbor-
hoods in and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners 
from other states as well as well as other countries. We invite both lo-
cal and long distance individuals and families to fill out a new parishio-
ner form on our website. No matter what your background or location, 
please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Parish RESOURCES
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Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: 
B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-866-615-0296 

Dental50Plus.com/pilots

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

IF YOU LIVE ALONE 
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MAINTAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE

• GPS • Fall Alert • 24/7• 365 Monitoring
Ambulance • Police • Fire • Family/Friends

WITH YOUR PERSONAL HELP BUTTON
IN HOME or AWAY

MDMedAlert

No Contract • No Fees • E-Z Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800 867-7250

As Low As 19 Billed Quarterly.
/month* 

TM

95$MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

MAINTAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE

• GPS • Fall Alert • 24/7• 365 Monitoring
Ambulance • Police • Fire • Family/Friends

WITH YOUR PERSONAL HELP BUTTON
IN HOME or AWAY

MDMedAlert

No Contract • No Fees • E-Z Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800 867-7250

As Low As 19 Billed Quarterly.
/month* 

TM

95$As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued 
by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. 
Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email is sent to the customer’s email address 
associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur 
within 60 days of o� er expiration date to receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash 
access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.  
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and 
o� ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for 
illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. 
Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. Licenses: 
AL 233, 234, 458, 506, 1519, CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina; 
2736-CSA, 2397-CSA, 2381-CSA; NJ Burg & Fire Business Lic. #34BF00048300, 200 East Park, Ste. 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; NY 12000305615; PA 090797; MS 1501951. DF-CD-NP-Q421

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-877-460-2036

BONUS†
$100 value

ADT Visa Reward Card

Call to get an ADT Security System + 
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE*

ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

FREE*

$100 ADT Visa
Reward Card

Choose ADT today
and receive a $100 Visa 
Reward Card to spend 
on anything you want!

ORDER NOW! 1.833.756.1938 ask for 65658TNE
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1433

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free (5.3 oz.) Filet Mignon Burgers will be sent to 
each shipping address that includes (65658). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Off er available while supplies last. Cannot 

be combined with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.  

The Delightful Gift
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
65658TNE   separately $223.93*

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE $9999

FREE
Get 8 PureGroundTM

Filet Mignon Burgers

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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1-877-312-3238CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consum-
er reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gut-
ter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty 
details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  
WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# 
WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 
Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-401-9893

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(855) 625-9032

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better access to your most-used 
items with our custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-866-670-0132
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BUILDING MINDS & CHANGING LIVES

ONE STUDENT AT A TIME

Your gift today provides low-income 
students in greater Boston with critical 

support during times of crisis. 

You can help 
CSF students thrive 
amidst the COVID 

pandemic. Visit 
CSFBoston.org today.

The Catholic Schools
Foundation

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

1020 Dorchester Avenue, Dorchester, MA
617-265-9840 • tpmurphy77@gmail.com • www.jmurphyfh.com

All of  our services are available to this 
wonderful parish community here in 

this beautiful worship space.

Honoring. 
Remembering.

Celebrating. 

Family owned and operated for four generations

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International,  
178 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454.

a history of exceptional service.

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International,  
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454.

a history of exceptional service.
Assisted Living & Day Program

A Positive Experience for 
Those in Need of Memory Support

434 Jamaicaway, Jamaica Plain, MA
617.983.2300 • www.rogersonhouse.org

352 Massachusetts Ave (Across From Symphony Hall) 
Boston, MA 02115 • www.SusanBailisAL.com 

617-247-1010

W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc.
531 Cummins Hwy  • Roslindale
617-323-3690 

Since 1896
www.CanniffMonuments.com

Monuments &
Lettering

WWiilllliiaamm  MMoonntteerroo
Boston Luxury Real Estate Advisor
661177..331122..77223322
WWiilllliiaamm..MMoonntteerroo@@SSootthheebbyyssRReeaallttyy..ccoomm

Ranked as one of Gibson Sotheby’s International 
Realty’s Top Agents

2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

We’re thankful for pastors like Fr. Michael Nolan who is 
fostering unity in a diverse parish & helping a local food 
agency distribute food to 1,000 families monthly. Your 
support this Christmas ensures that priests like Fr. Nolan 
can continue building stronger communities for all.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS THIS CHRISTMAS

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 

BLOOD TYPE “O” 
POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!
☺PLEASE HELP SAVE A LIFE☺
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INFINITI OF NASHUA • INFINITI OF NORWOOD
MILFORD NISSAN • MARLBORO NISSAN • WOBURN TOYOTA

e Albrecht Family is a proud supporter of 

St. Cecilia’s
ank you for all you do.

Edward F. Cahill, J.D., CFP®
Financial Adviser*, Eagle Strategies LLC, 

A Registered Investment Advisor

(978) 927-9352  |  ecahill@ft.newyorklife.com 
 306 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA 01915

*Registered Representative offering securities through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
A Licensed Insurance Agency

EA Spry & Co., Inc. 
54 Holton St. 
Woburn, MA 01801

Richard J. Spry
Parishioner

Main: 781-933-8250 
Cell: 617-538-9038
www.sprymoving.com

SPRY
MOVING 
BOSTON

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
MOVING EXPERTS

rickspry@sprymoving.com

J.T. Electrical Services
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Please call Jesus for a Free Estimate

Cell: 617-590-2479
Office: 617-708-1217

Jt7Electrical@yahoo.com
Fully Insured - Lic. #14285-B

Specializing in Fine Luxury Residential Sales 
www.campionre.com 

172 Newbury Street • Boston, MA • 617 236.0711

CAMPIONRE.COM

Michael L. Carucci

617 901 7600
michael.carucci@sothebysrealty.com

Executive Vice President

( Select Buyer and Seller Representation )

HerbChambers.com

A Wonderful Experience 
Needed For All People 
Of All Denominations.

Thought Provoking And 
Positive Motivation For 
Enhancing Our Lives.

St. Cecilia’s

Teresa
Madariaga

Bright Happy Designs for All Ages
Illustration • Art Licensing • Character Design

www.tmadariaga.com
914.536.7856 • teresa@tmadariaga.com

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

For All of Your
Real Estate Needs

Eileen Strong-O’Boy
617.513.4343

estrongoboy@hammondre.com

826 BOYLSTON STREET
CHESTNUT HILL, MA 02467

826 BOYLSTON STREET
CHESTNUT HILL, MA 02467

For All of Your Real Estate Needs 
Serving the Brookline, Newton 

and Boston areas

Eileen Strong-O’Boy
617.513.4343

estrongoboy@hammondre.com

For All of Your
Real Estate Needs

Eileen Strong-O’Boy
617.513.4343

estrongoboy@hammondre.com

826 BOYLSTON STREET
CHESTNUT HILL, MA 02467

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
BUILDING RESTORATION

REMODELING
Free Estimate 617-378-1929 

protouchconstruction.com
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