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PRELUDES | Advent chorales from Das Orgelbiichlein
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
Gottes Sohn ist kommen
Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottessohn
Lob sei dem allmdchtigen Gott
Puer nattes in Bethlehem
Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich
Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ
Brett Maguire, parish organist

INTROIT | Puer Natus Est Nobis

Puer natus est nobis et filius datus est nobis: cuius imperium super humerium eius:
et vocabitur nomen eius magni consilii Angelus.
Cantate Domino canticum novum quia mirabilia fecit.

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685=1750)

Plainchant

A child is born to us and a Song is given to us:

Whose government is upon His shoulder:

and His Name shall be called, the Angel of Great Counsel

Sing ye to the Lord a new song for he has done wonderful things.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

% In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE



GLORIA | Mass of Renewal
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COLLECT

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING | Isaiah 52: 7-10
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 98: All the Ends of the Earth Bob Hurd
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L Letus sing a new song for the wonderous deeds of our God, whose holy arm has prevailed, bringing salvation and victory.
2. All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God. Ring out your joy, break into song; all you lands sing praise.

3. Sing the praises of God; with the harp and song give praise. O trumpets sound! Joyfully sing; sing to the ruler of all.

SECOND READING | Hebrews 1: 1-6

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Jubilation Mass James J. Chepponis
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Lent: Glo-ry to you, Word of God, Lord  Je - sus Christ.
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Glo-ry to you, Word  of God, Lord Je - sus Christ!

GOSPEL | John 1: 1-18

HoMILy



NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

[ believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

[ confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

UNIVERSAL PRAYER



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH!

We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial contribution to
our parish is to use the parish Flowcode below.

Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera at the Flowcode
image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You may need to zoom in a bit to focus on
the code.

If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston.

You can also mail a check to:

Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA
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FEUCHARISTIC PRAYER

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

% Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.

% Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right and just.



SANCTUS | Mass of the Angels and Saints Steven R. Janco
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of the Angels and Saints

Steven R. Janco
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.

Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE

% The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.



AGNUS DI | Mass of the Angels and Saints Steven R. Janco
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion,

it is possible to make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present

at the celebration of the Eucharist, Pope Francis invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace.
We can be assured that when we express our desire to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us
spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that we encourage you to pray as you
participate in our live-streamed liturgies:

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Loving Jesus,

I believe that you

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
I love you above all things,

and I desire to receive you into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

[ embrace you as if you were already there

and unite myself wholly to you.

Never permit me to be separated from you.



COMMUNION | O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Away in a Manger
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COMMUNION MEDITATION |
CONCLUDING RITES

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

% May almighty God bless you, the Father, (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

¥ Go forth, the Mass is ended.

All: Thanks be to God.

MUELLER



RECESSIONAL | Joy to the World George Friderich Handel
(1685-1759)
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3. found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
4. love, And won - ders, won - ders of his love.
POSTLUDE | Noé¢l Suisse Louis-Claude Daquin

(1694-1772)

For information on becoming involved or supporting the music program at Saint Cecilia,
please contact Dr. Robert Duff at 617-536-4548 or email: RDuff@stceciliaboston.org.

Music in this worship aid is printed with permission under Onelicense.net #A700-137.
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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear friends,

Wow, where did this year go? It few by ... and it seems like each year on the calendar tcks by faster and
faster. I'm sure this has nothing to do with age! Yet, as tme moves on, as the days go by, each year at Christ-
mastme we have this unique and beautful tme to remember the source of our existence, the cause of our
hope and joy, and the opportunity to greet the One who comes to us as the bringer of light and life, now and
eternally, through the gracious gif of forgiveness and love. “All things came to be through him, and without
him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human
race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” | mean, just think about it!

It is December, and the light seems to fade fast as the day goes on. We now begin the slow climb from the
autumnal equinox toward the summer solstce ... from darkness to light ... from Christmas toward Holy
Week and Easter ... from dying to rising. It's all around us in nature, in the natural rhythms, in the seasons of
tme and of liturgy. We always lament the darkness and the loss of light; we always rejoice and look forward
to the abundance of more and more light! As it is in the seasons, so it is with our faith and our belief: we
are people of light; “light that the darkness will not overcome.” How can you and | be people of light? How
can you and | bring light into someone else’s dark or dreary day? How can we be people of upbeat spirits
with and for those who are wrestling with isolaton, depression, loneliness or grief? How can we be hope
in any hopelessness especially when we think of the seemingly systematc decimaton of the Palestnians in
Gaza, the unfathomable pain of the Israeli hostage families, the terrorized people of Hait, the war ravaged
citzens of Ukraine, or the beleaguered people in Syria, our own country or around the world ... ? How? By
being drawn to the “true light (Jn 1:9), which enlightens everyone.” Drawn to Him this Christmas, we can
spread His light, His hope and His love. We then make beter the lives of those whose paths cross ours.

But even with this belief, think of how frazzled and confused Mary and Joseph must have been as the “light
bearers” of Jesus, the light of this world! As the angel spoke to Mary, he said, “Do not be afraid. You have
found favor with God.” Then he spoke to Joe, “Do not be afraid to take Mary into your home. It is through
the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.” Then as the glory of the Lord shone upon them, the
angel then said to the shepherds, “Behold | proclaim to you good news of great joy for all people: a savior
has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” Go check out the manger in the barn (because there was no
room for “them types” in the inn).

God is always shining light and life into our rejectons and into the lives of all the characters in the gospels ...
even into our lives ... characters or not! God always wants to break into our darkness and bring light, hope,
goodness and life. Isn’t that who Jesus is? Isn’t that what Jesus is all about? Isn’t that what we all desire
from others and hope to be ourselves? Shine the light! Be the hope!! Enhance life!!!

This Christmas, belief in God, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and the Holy Spirit is meant to remind us that we come
from them and, afer the last breath, we go back to them. In the meantme, there’s a way to be, work to be
done, people to be accompanied, tended, forgiven, fed, healed, included, not judged, but lifed up, listened
to, visited, and loved. Prety simple. Sometmes elusive. But always true and right and good.

This upcoming 2025, let us make conscious and actve choices to be light and life to those around us ... even
when it’s most challenging. Let’s not give into cynicism, sarcasm, negatvity and despair. They’re all from
the dark side and not from the Light. Let’s be a people of hope, let’s give others hope by our actons and
words. Let us try to be light even when those around us might be trying to extnguish our fame. Let’s follow
the star that shines light upon us in our stables and homes, in the felds or in the cites, and let’s praise God
with the shepherds and magi, the angels and heavenly host as we remember what each Christmas is really
all about.

On behalf of all of us here at Saint Cecilia, with great grattude to the whole staf and multtude of parish
ministers, | wish you all a very light flled, hope-full, blessed and Merry Christmas!

Peace,

Father John
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and difering
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formaton
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunites for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that tme the Back Bay secton of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residental secton of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnifcent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
natons.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The paintng in the center reredos is a reproducton of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosetes.

For the sixteth anniversary celebraton in 1954, a massive renovaton project was undertaken.
During this renovaton, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintngs from Pius’
life. On the leF side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumpton—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not untl then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstructon of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we contnue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justce, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We've been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor traditon while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.
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