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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 6 | 5:00 p.m. Saturday, December 6 | 5:00 p.m.
Cynthia Wanner, lector
Sunday, December 7 | 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 7 | 8:00 a.m. John and Angelina Machado, Memorial
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant
Tom Skorupa, lector Sunday, December 7 | 9:30 a.m.
Jack Candon, 2nd Anniverary
Sunday, December 7 | 9:30 a.m. John Zankowski, 5th Anniversary
Rev. John Unni, celebrant Bryan Beaton, 9th Anniversary
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon Jim Tanm?r, Memor/FJl
Maggie Giles, Natasha Bolton-Pierre, Erin Young, lectors Dan Mullin, Memorial
Sunday, December 7 | 11:30 a.m. IITLER December? ) PP
. Carol Jameson, Anniverary
Rev. John Unni, celebrant .
. . Mary G. Jacobs, Memorial
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon and homilist . .
. . . Joseph G. & Mary A. Maciora, Memorial
Nikko Mendoza, Catherine Horsley, Zachary Boutin, lectors .
Floyd R. Jacobs, Memorial
Sunday, December 7 | 6:00 p.m. Friday, December 12 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore SJ, celebrant Helen Marion, 16th Anniverary
Karen McMenamy, lector L
J

Scan this code for
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 3:1-12

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
READINGS

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
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PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Deceased

Elizabeth Fahey died on November 27. Pray for her eternal
repose as well as for the consolation of Elizabeth’s family
and friends. The Vigil (wake) will take place at Saint Cecilia
on Monday, December 15 at 10 a.m. and the funeral Mass
will be celebrated at 11 a.m.

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Our Sick

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Daria, Maureen MclLaughlin, Anne Kenney, Paul
Surette, and Theresa Zammit.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!

We are pleased to welcome the following new members
of our community: Sophia Alvarez, Emily Hyde and Tyler
Whitehurst, Neha Mohan, Barbara Mauro, Sarah Skrove,
Julie White and Sean Hulseman, Spencer Colpitts, Mary
Landergan, Cathy Nguyen, Rob Zochowski and Scott Wiley,
Rebecca Arabian, and Brian and Julie Mulvey. If you have
not previously registered, you can do so online at www.
stceciliaboston.org.

The Rite of Acceptance at the 11:30 Liturgy

After ten weeks of study and reflection, our twenty-nine
OCIA inquirers enter a new phase of their journey. At
this Sunday’s 11:30 liturgy we will celebrate the Rite of
Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens for eleven
inquirers who will declare their faith and be admitted
into the catechumenate. During the rite, the inquirers will
stand in the midst of the assembly and state their desire
for faith and eternal life, and the Church will symbolically
claim them for Christ by signing them with the cross. These
women and men will be baptized this Easter. In addition, we
will celebrate the Rite of Welcoming for eighteen already
baptized inquirers who are seeking reception into the full
communion of the Catholic Church and are preparing for
the sacraments of confirmation and eucharist. May our
catechumens and candidates experience the support of
this parish community as they continue to grow in faith and
prepare for the Easter sacraments.

Last 6:00pm Mass of 2025

Next Sunday (December 14) is the last 6:00 Sunday liturgy
before Christmas. The 6:00 liturgy will resume on the
Solemnity of the Epiphany (January 4).

Collection for Retired Religious Sisters

This weekend's second collection is used to assist religious
communities to provide for the retirement and health care
needs of Sisters who have served in the Archdiocese. Please
take this opportunity to say thank you to the Sisters who
have served the Church of Boston so generously for so
many years. Your contribution does make a difference. To
donate, please visit the following link: https://www.osvhub.
com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/retired-sisters-second-
collection-2025. For more information, please contact the
Delegate for Religious at 617-746-5637.

Christmas Flowers

You are invited to remember your loved ones by donating
towards the flowers that will grace the church this
Christmas. Please fill out this online form by December 9th
to participate: https://forms.gle/DdpRyFB8fDfnCUpw?7. For
those folks without smartphones or computers, you'll find
envelopes in the rear of the church for this purpose. Please
drop the envelope in the collection basket or bring it to the
reception desk. The names of those remembered will be
published in the Christmas bulletin. Please be sure to PRINT
clearly.

Gaudete Sunday

Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent—a day
traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means
"rejoice" in Latin and the liturgy is marked by a joyful
anticipation of Christmas. Like Laetare Sunday in Lent, the
optional liturgical color is rose. Help add to our celebration
by wearing something rose-colored to Mass next Sunday.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will be
celebrated on Monday, December 8. The Immaculate
Conception is the patronal feast day of the United States
and is a holy day of obligation. Mass at Saint Cecilia will be
celebrated on Monday at 8:00 a.m. This liturgy will not be
livestreamed.

Many people confuse the Immaculate Conception with the
doctrine of the Virgin Birth (Mary's virginal conception of
Jesus). Monday's solemnity is not about the conception of
Jesus. Rather, it celebrates Mary's Immaculate Conception—
that is, our solemn belief that Mary, though conceived in
the normal way, was preserved from original sin from the
first moment of her conception. This solemnity occurs nine
months before the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, which is celebrated on September 8.



https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/retired-sisters-second-collection-2025
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/retired-sisters-second-collection-2025
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/retired-sisters-second-collection-2025
https://forms.gle/DdpRyFB8fDfnCUpw7
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Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

THE RITE OF ACCEPTANCE

At this Sunday's 11:30 liturgy, we will celebrate the Rite of
Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens. The following
29 men and women are preparing to be initiated (or to
complete their Christian initiation) into the Church this
Easter. Keep these individuals in your prayer.

THOSE PREPARING TO ENTER THE CATECHUMENATE

Caroline Sha
David Pepin
Jared Cliff Richards
Quinn Zhang
Josie Sawhney
Julie McDonald
Lena Brown
Natalie Viyaran
Nicholas Stephen Ward
Ronan Foley
Olivia Olson

THOSE PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST

Adrienne Pettiette Erlinger
Ayana Marie Dahl
Christina Hong
Cutter Arey
Elijah Arnold
Erica Schofield
Georgette-Vanelle Wandiji
Jerry Maglita
Kate Ravenscroft
Kristin Bafaro
Lauren Olson-Sidford
Marina Zucker Marques
Molly Donahue
Morgan Huffman
Noel Lethbridge
Renato Henrique de Gaspi
Sullivan Shackleford
Thomas Gallagher

CALLING ALL BASKETBALL PLAYERS &
COACHES

We are exploring if there is interest in participating in the
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) basketball league this
season. Girls and boys in grades 5-8 are eligible to play.
This notice is to garner interest and does not represent a
commitment. Please contact Dan Hart for more information.

FFF COFFEE HOUR:
FATHER JOHN UNNI

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Please join us for the December 7th FFF Coffee Hour at
4pm EST. We are pleased to have our pastor Father John
as our guest. Father John will review all that is going on at
Saint Cecilia. We will invite conversation with him about the
challenges and joys of being a part of the Church today.

Please email the ministry if you have not registered with the
FFF previously.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9 | 7 - 8PM | SANCTUARY

As Advent begins, take an hour to slow down, breathe, and
make room for Christ. All parishioners, regardless of age, are
invited to spend an hour with the Lord at our monthly Nights
of Worship. Praise and worship music led by the Young Adult
ministry will guide your mediation and enrich your prayer
in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, along with a special
Ignatian prayer for Advent. Please enter from the side door
on Saint Cecilia Street and ring the bell to be let in. Can’t join
us in person? We'll be live-streaming our worship service
over Zoom. Register to receive a Zoom link each month here:
www.tinyurl.com/stc-night-of-worship. Come and join us at
the altar!

A SPACE TO SHARE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 6:30PM
COMMUNITY ROOM

Looking for a space to speak freely about the challenges and
joys of being LGBTQ+ and Catholic? Join us for A Space to
Share! Whether it's your first visit or you're a regular, we'd
love to have you join us. A Space to Share meets on the
second Thursday of each month in the community room,
where pizza will be served. When you arrive, please use the
St. Cecilia Street pavilion entrance, press the bell, and tell the
receptionist that you are attending A Space to Share!



http://www.tinyurl.com/stc-night-of-worship
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:

A SPACE FOR LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 3PM | COMMUNITY ROOM DECEMBER 7 - 13

The holiday season can be especially
difficult for those struggling with loss, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
loneliness, or heavy emotional burdens.
A Blue Christmas Service offers a

Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

gentle, prayerful space to acknowledge FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm ET via Zoom
these feelings in the light of Christ’s
compassion. Through Scripture, quiet TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
reflection, music, and intercessory Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm
prayer, we gather to entrust our sorrows
' to the Lord who “comes to heal the Community Room
brokenhearted.” This sacred space provides room to breathe, SCYA Night of Worship | 7pm | Sanctuary
to mourn, and to find hope in the promise of Emmanuel—God
with us. All are welcome to come as they are and rest in God’s WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

tender mercy.
Y Ministry Appreciation Party| 6pm | Parish Hall

Following Blue Christmas, you may join us for Lessons and Carols,
a contemplative service of Scripture and song. If you have any THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
guestions, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish email. A Space to Share | 6:30pm | Community Room

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom
LIVE-IN PCA OPPORTUNITY
A parishioneris seeking a part-time live-in personal care assistant SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
in exchange for free rent and utilities. Assistance is needed with Advent Retreat (Waitlist Only) | 9am | Parish Hall
daily tasks, dog care, and light household duties.

Requirements:
e Anon-smoker, comfortable helping a person with a disability

e Valid work authorization, at least B1 English SNOW ON SNOW - A TREE OF PROMISE
] AND WARMTH
What you get:

e Private room near the Mass Ave MBTA Station
e Hourly pay (522/hour)

Saint Cecilia’s Knitting and
Crochet Ministry is proud to
display and share our Christmas
tree of promise and warmth.
Our joyful and festive tree
was created with 128 knit and
crocheted squares in shades of
white. A beautiful handmade
stained glass Angel proudly
celebrates the hope of Advent.
These squares were made in
prayer with compassion and
intention for the Advent season.
® Our fiber artists are from all over
' the country. After our Advent
display we plan on creating two
special blankets that will be
raffled off in the parish during
the Lenten season.

If you are interested or would like more information, please
contact reception to receive contact details.

DIY CHRISTMAS CARDS
WITH FATHER JOHN PREDMORE, S]

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 | 9-11 AM | ART ROOM,
CADIGAN HALL, BC HIGH

Father John Predmore invites everyone to BC High this Saturday,
December 6, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. to create homemade
Christmas cards. Bring a friend; bring supplies; bring empty
hands—but just come and have some fun creating unique cards.
If you'd like to attend, please RSVP so that Father Predmore
can keep an eye out for you and guide you to the Art Room in
Cadigan Hall. Parking is available. To RSVP, please call reception
at (617) 536-4548.
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THANK YOU FOR A
SUCCESSFUL THANKSGIVING
MEAL KIT DRIVE!

Once again, we’re overwhelmed by the
kindness and generosity of the Saint Cecilia
community! Thanks to your incredible
support, our Saint Cecilia—Pine Street Inn
Thanksgiving Meal Drive was a huge success,
with 350 meal kit bags prepared and donated
for those in need. We're also grateful for the
additional donations, including over 200 pairs
of white socks, more than 150 grocery store
gift cards, and cash gifts to purchase more.

A special thank you to the Berklee Police and
Boston Police, District 4, for their generous
contribution of more than 40 meal kit bags!
We wish everyone a blessed Advent and a
joyful Christmas season.

THE ADVENT WREATH

Advent wreaths were originally part of the folk traditions of
Northern Europe. Wreaths of evergreens were decorated
with candles to symbolize life and light during the dark
months of winter. The circle of the wreath, which has no
beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God. Evergreens
stay green all year and so signify continuous life. Each of the
four candles represents one of the Sundays of Advent. We
needn't worry about the colors of the candles; traditionally,
three violet candles and one rose candle are used, but you
may prefer to use four royal blue candles, four violet candles,
or four white candles. The symbol is the flame, not the color.
Each Sunday, as the light of the wreath glows brighter, we are
reminded that Christ comes into the darkness of our lives to
bring newness, life, and hope. Tonight, light the first candle,
sing a verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, re-read part
of today's Gospel, and say a brief concluding prayer. If you
prefer, here is a prayer you can use.

SECOND WEEK

Light two of the violet candles. During the rest of the week,
this candle is relit at the evening meal or whenever you
choose to do so.

Jesus, John the Baptist told the people,
"If you have two coats, give one to
someone else who doesn't have any. If
you have food, share it with someone
else." As we light this candle, we
remember that you bring the light of
service into our lives. May your Word be
always in our minds, on our lips, and
in our hearts.

Amen.
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Catholic

Charities
BOSTON

December 2, 2025
Dear Father John and the Saint Cecilia Community,

As we enter the Christmas season, we offer heartfelt thanks for your enduring partnership. | am truly
humbled and honored by the ways that the Saint Cecilia community supports Catholic Charities Boston
throughout the year. On behalf of the entire team and those that we serve, | would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude for all you do.

As the need for our services continues to grow, your support ensures we can help our most vulnerable
neighbors when they need it the most. It feels impossible to capture all the countless efforts of those
affiliated with Saint Cecilia’s, but | wanted to highlight some things for which we are specifically grateful.

¢ Holiday Giving Tree — Thank you for organizing a Giving Tree to benefit clients at the Yawkey
Child Care Center, provide grocery store gift cards for families in our Immigration Program, and
collect donations for clients at the El Centro Education Center.

e Sunset Point Camp — Our campers this summer were able to stay cool thanks to your generous
donations of sunscreen and flip-flops.

¢ Hunger & Homelessness Ministry — We are deeply grateful for the food pickups and deliveries
every Saturday and Sunday to our Yawkey food pantries and for the volunteer support in
preparing meals for our Thanksgiving distributions.

¢ Knitting Ministry — We are always thankful for the beautiful scarves and other handmade items
this ministry provides, offering warmth and comfort to our clients.

e Spring Celebration — The attendance of parishioners at Spring Celebration, and your willingness
to co-host the event makes this night particularly special for Catholic Charities.

e Far-Flung Flock — We are grateful for your recent event featuring Marjean Perhot from our
Refugee & Immigrant Services team, and for the ongoing leadership and dedication of parish
members who strengthen our shared mission to serve others with dignity and love.

So many St. Cecilia’s parishioners donate and volunteer their time, and Catholic Charities Boston feels
truly privileged and blessed to be one of your nonprofit partners. We wish all the goodness this parish
sends out into Greater Boston and beyond comes back to each and every one of you. In a season that

reminds us of the light of Christ, thank you for shining that light so faithfully here in Boston.

With gratitude and blessings,

Kelley Tuthill, Ed.D.
President and CEO
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bristmas
Liturgical Schedule

Please note: liturgies that will be livestreamed are marked with an
asterisk (*) and can be viewed at www.stceciliaboston.org.

e M

Saturday, December 13 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 14 | Third Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
This is the last 6:00 p.m. liturgy
until January 4.

Saturday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 21 | Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
Archbishop Richard G. Henning will be the
principal celebrant at the 9:30 liturgy.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols | 4:00 p.m.*
There will be no 6:00 p.m. liturgy.

Wednesday, December 24
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
Mass | 4:00 p.m.* with the procession of children

bringing the infant Jesus to the créche
Mass | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 | Christmas Day
Mass | 9:30 a.m.*
This is the only Mass on Christmas Day.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.

Friday, December 26
There will be no 8:00 a.m. daily Mass on the Friday
following Christmas Day.

Saturday, December 27 | Feast of the Holy Family

of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28 | Feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* & 11:30 a.m.
There will be no coffee hospitality today.
There will be no 6:00 liturgy.

Wednesday, December 31
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 1 | Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Mass | 10:00 a.m. | Today is a holy day of obligation.

Friday, January 2
Mass | 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, January 3 | The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 4| The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass | 8:00, 9:30,* 11:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
There will be coffee hospitality following the 9:30
& 11:30 liturgies. There will be pizza following the
6:00 liturgy.

B M

Saint Cecilia
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BEAUTY, HOPE, AND
REPENTANCE

BY MICHAEL K. MARSH

Sermon of Saint John the Baptist by Pieter Brueghel the Younger (c. 1605 - 1615)

f last week’s gospel (Matthew 24:36-44) called us to wake

up and be watchful of the worlds within us and around us,
then this week’s gospel (Matthew 3:1-12) calls us to respond.
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

What does that mean for you? What is John the Baptist
asking of us? What has been your experience of repentance?
Does it inspire hope and joy? Or when you hear the word
repent do you think, “Uh oh, someone’s in trouble?”

My thinking about and understanding of repentance have
changed over the years. | used to think about repentance mostly
in terms of behavior and morals. Somebody was in trouble.
Somebody had better straighten up and fly right. Repentance
meant being sorry, remorseful, for my behavior, trying harder,
and doing better next time. It meant being good.

| thought if | could just be good enough and do it all right then
everything would work out. Life has a way of dispelling that

13
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notion. | suspect you know what I’'m talking about. All of
us could probably tell stories about times when we did it
right, we gave it our best, we tried hard, we made the right
decisions, we met the expectations, we did what we were
supposed to, and it still didn’t go the way we wanted. Or
maybe it did. Maybe we got exactly what we hoped for
but we still felt as if something was missing, lacking, and
incomplete. We felt empty.

On a larger scale | used to think that if enough people
would be good, try harder, and do better, the kingdom
of heaven would come. The world would change and
problems would be fixed. I'm not so sure about that
anymore. That doesn’t seem to fit with what John the
Baptist says in today’s gospel (Matthew 3:1-12).

Listen again to what he says. “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” According to John the kingdom has
already come near. Repentance is not the pre-condition
of the kingdom coming. Rather, it is our response to the
kingdom that has already come near, in this time and
place, in these circumstances, and in my life and your life
as they are right now.

Saint Catherine of Siena said “It’s heaven all the way to
heaven.” Maybe we could paraphrase that and say that
it’s the kingdom all the way to the kingdom. When we
know that, trust that, and live that, we taste the fruit of
repentance.

Maybe that’s why St. John is so harsh on the Pharisees
and Sadducees, calling them a brood of vipers. They’ve
become too comfortable in their status as children of
Abraham. They have failed to recognize that it is not a
status to be possessed but a way of being and a life to be
lived. It sets a course and trajectory for their lives even as
it does for ours.

So what if repentance is about more than correcting bad
behavior and wrong choices? What if repentance is really
about returning to our truer and better selves? What if
repentance is like learning to walk? It’s not so much about
whether we will fall but whether we will get back up
again. What if repentance is about recovering the parts
of ourselves we have forgotten, ignored, or neglected?
What if repentance is about facing the aspects of our
selves that we don’t like, that we think are unacceptable
or unloveable, that we are afraid of? What if repentance
is simply about the many u-turns we make to get back on
track, the opportunity to change our mind, have a change
of heart, and change the direction of our life? What if
repentance is the recognition that we all are recovering
human beings regardless of guilt or innocence?

That would mean hope and not guilt lies at the heart of
repentance. Our focus would be less on where we’ve come
from and more on where we are headed. It would be less
about wrongdoing and more about healing and recovery.
That doesn’t mean repentance is about becoming something
new, something we are not already. It is rather returning to
and reclaiming the original beauty given us at our creation.
And who among us here today doesn’t need to make that
trip? Who among us here today hasn’t known a time when
our original beauty has been ignored, doubted, forgotten, or
disfigured and defaced?

Repentance frees us from the past and makes the future
possible, all because the kingdom has already come near.

I’'m not minimizing the importance or consequences of our
behavior and the choices we make. | simply want to enlarge
our understanding of repentance and expand its reach into
our lives. | need that. Maybe you do too.

For those who stay awake and watchful repentance becomes
a way of life and it comes in some of the most ordinary ways.
Let me give you some examples of what | am thinking of.

* Have you ever gotten so caught up in conversation
with a friend, a meal with a loved one, in reading or
writing, in music, in your artwork or hobby, playing
with your kids, sitting in silence at a sunset, and you
lose all track of time? In that experience nothing
was lacking. Everything was exactly as it should have
been. It was perfect and you never wanted it to end.
In some way that was a time of repentance and you
had returned to and were living from your truest and
most authentic self.

e Every Thursday | lead chapel for the children in our
school. At the end of chapel | stand at the door and
greet each child as they leave for class. Some give
me a high-five. Others hug me. Most want to hold
my hands and jump as | lift them up into the air.
Not one of those children cares about my past, my
successes or failures. They are not interested in what
| have done or left undone. They are not listening to
the voices of doubt and self criticism that chatter in
my head. They see my better self and invite me to
see it too. It’s as if they are whispering in my ear,
“Repent, Father Mike, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

* A couple of weeks ago | received a handmade card
from a friend. She said that she was practicing thirty
days of gratitude and | was her gratitude for that day.
Then she told me things she saw about my life. As
| read the card graciousness swept over me. | was
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lifted up and grateful for my own life. She could
just as well have written at the end of the card,
“P.S. Repent for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

* A few days ago | received a message from a
seminary classmate | haven’t seen in probably
ten years. She presented me with an idea for
new ministry. She encouraged me. It was
something | had never imagined for myself.
| still don’t see that for myself. But she does.
She sees something in me | can’t see for myself
and she called me into a larger understanding
of who | am and what my priesthood is about.
Whether or not that ministry ever happens she
opened the door for my repentance.

* Sometimes the circumstances of life take us out
of our center. Someone hurts or betrays us and
we begin to feel suspicious or mistrustful. We're
envious of another’s successes, opportunities,
and unable to celebrate their joys. Maybe
grief or sorrow overwhelm us and cut us to
the quick. We can no longer see the beauty of
life or ourselves. Those also are moments of
repentance, not because we’ve been bad, the
feelings are real and maybe even legitimate, but
because we know that’s not the life we want to
live. That’s not how we want to be. Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.

e Sometimes | get in bed at night and look back
on the day. | hear words | wish | hadn’t said. |
see actions | wish | hadn’t taken and choices |
regret. | don’t know what came over me, what
possessed me to say and do those things, but
| know that’s not who | am. That’s just not me
or who | want to be. Slowly, | begin to recover
and return to myself. Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is coming here.

Repentance is the path we take to live the life we most
truly want and to become more fully ourselves. It is an
ongoing process, a never ending journey. With each
step on that path we clothe ourselves in the attributes
and characteristics of God. We put on love, healing,
forgiveness, and mercy. We dress in generosity, wisdom,
peace, and joy. We wear justice and compassion. With
repentance the wardrobe of God is ours. And you know
what? It fits. We wear it well.

Repentance brings us face to face with the one who is
more powerful, the one who creates and loves us, the

one who looks us in the face and says, “I know you. | recognize
you. | see myself in the beauty of your face.”

So let me ask you. What keeps you from living the life you
want? What holds you back and prevents your from being
your truest and most real self? What would it take to be fully
you? What might you need to let go of, give up, change, or
leave behind? What u-turn might you need to make?

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near and you
are beautiful, beloved, and holy.

C=y==9

Originally published in Michael K. Marsh's blog Interrupting
the Silence on December 6, 2016.

The Rev. Dr. Michael K. Marsh is the rector of St. Philip's
Episcopal Church in Uvalde, Texas—a parish in the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas. He has served there since 2005. Fr.
Mike is also the owner and author of the blog, Interrupting
the Silence (https://interruptingthesilence.com) a place for
spiritual reflection, guidance, and growth, offering practical
spirituality grounded in the contemplative tradition. We are
always grateful to him for his gospel reflections and sermons.
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Join us on the Fourth Sunday of Advent for

A Festival of
Lessons ¢ Carols
December 21st | 4:00 P.M.

In this service of Scripture and song, lessons from
Sacred Scripture are interspersed with Christmas carols,
hymns, and choral music, joyfully proclaiming the story

of God’s love and the joyous message of Christmas.

Light refreshments will follow.

This service will be livestreamed.




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

HAPPY ADVENT, YOU
BROOD OF VIPERS!

BY TAYLOR MERTINS

But when John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”

leming Rutledge, my theological Advent hero, was once

similarly struck by the strange juxtaposition of Advent
calendars and the real message of Advent and said that the
best Advent calendar would be one in which, every time you
opened the next day/box, a strange bearded and camel-hair
wearing man would jump out and shout, “You brood of
vipers!”

John the Baptist gets to shine this time of year in church
because he straddles the already but not yet. He sees the
new world coming and warns the people of “the wrath that
is to come.”

It just happens that the wrath of God is made manifest in
the cross that is our salvation.

The church, in Advent, takes up John’s mantle and proclaims
the truth that something is coming, and that we do need to
prepare for it, but only because to miss it would ruin all the
fun.

And yet, there is a strong temptation to make the call for
preparation all about our need to finally make the world
a good enough place for Christ to arrive. Preachers and
pontificators alike will stand up and say things like, “You
need to work on your racism, sexism, ageism, stop using
styrofoam, go vegan, gluten-free, eat locally, think globally,
live simply, practice diversity, give more, complain less, stop
drinking so much.”

Which are all worthy things for us to do. But Christ arrives
whether we do them or not. Frankly, Christ arrives because
we do not do the things we should do. That’s the whole
point!

Therefore, we don’t come to church in Advent (or any other
time of year) to hear about what we need to do. Instead we
come to hear about what’s been done, for us!

Or, as Martin Luther put it, “The Law says, ‘Do this,” and it
is never done. Grace says, ‘Believe in this,’ and everything is

SULIBI 40JADL /W02 yUIYNBIPUDYUIY :2BDW]

already done.”

The sad and bitter truth of this season is that we are “a brood
of vipers” and that we have much to repent. And yet, the
truly Good News of Advent is that Christ comes for us anyway.
That’s why we sing of the hopes and fears of all the years — it
is downright terrifying to be loved by God because we simply
don’t deserve it.

But that’s also why the Good News is so good.

Co=p==9

Originally published in Talor Mertins' blog Thing and Let Think
on November 30, 2022.

Rev. Taylor Mertins is a United Methodist pastor in Woodbridge,
Virginia, having earned degrees from James Madison University
and Duke Divinity School. He regularly posts sermons,
devotionals, and other theological reflections on his blog, Think
and Let Think (https://thinkandletthink.com/).
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanoyv, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.
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