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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!



3

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, January 10 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Elli St George, lector

Sunday, January 11 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Emily St Germain, lector

Sunday, January 11 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant 
Cole Young, Ben DeWinter, Kelly McClintock, lectors

Sunday, January 11 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Moira Macdonald, Virgen Palermo, Theresa Chaklos,  
lectors

Sunday, January 11 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Gina Filloramo, lector

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, January 10 | 5:00 p.m.
William Ruggiero, Memorial

Sunday, January 11 | 9:30 a.m.
Grace Rett, 6th Anniversary
Carol Ascrizzi, Memorial
Dr. Manuel Velasquez, Memorial 
Diane Zimmerman, Memorial
Chip Fanelli, Memorial
Sr. Frances Ryan, Memorial

Sunday, January 11 | 11:30 a.m.
Fern McCue, 3rd Anniversary 
Maria Cullen, Memorial

Friday, January 16 | 8:00 a.m.
Erin Van Flandern, 11th Anniversary

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38

Matthew 3:13-17

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
1 Corinthians 1:1-3

John 1:29-34
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul 
Surette.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish!
We are pleased to welcome the following new members of 
our community: Cori Simmons, Marc Munfa and Kathleen 
Gronendyke, Emilie Davis, Mary and Dan Campbell, 
Jack and Joan Regan, Daniel Harris, Rachel Swindle and 
Michael Sullivan, Jeanne Maria Dsouza, Taylor McKnight, 
Devon Guanci, Kaitlyn Dehais, Karla Lopez Florez, Emily 
Oakes, Teddy Beaudoin, Courtney McMann, Ryan Goral, 
Barbara Ryland, Chi Vu, Kristin Lacroix, Christine and David 
Dailey, Patricia and Andrew Bartfay, Cristina Dyer, Andrew 
Brandano and Alexa Kacin, and John Mulberger and Tatiana 
Proctor. If you have not previously registered, you can do so 
online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies....................................... 3  
   Prayers and Occasions..................................... 4   
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia............................... 6

   GBIO Upcoming Listening Sessions.................. 6

   Baptism of Our Lord  
   By Nadia Bolz-Weber ...................................... 7   

   Consenting To Life  
   By Michael K. Marsh ....................................... 9

  Parish Resources........................................ 11

Arian Baptistry ceiling mosaic in Ravenna, Italy
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PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
virtusonline.org/. Doing so will create a permanent record of 
your participation and completion of the training. If you can’t 
register online, please join us anyway and come a few minutes 
early so you can be registered in the system. Thank you so much, 
and we look forward to seeing you! 

MONTHLY MENTAL HEALTH GROUP
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

Join us for our monthly series on “Finding Hope in Dark Times.” 
Our first speaker will be Dr. Charles Mundhenk, a Catholic 
psychologist who recently shared an insightful and uplifting 
presentation, “Where Have You Gone, Joe DiMaggio? Finding 
Hope in Dark Times,” at Glastonbury Abbey.

SMALL GROUP CONNECTIONS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | AFTER 9:30 MASS | CLASSROOM 3
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14 | 8PM VIA ZOOM

Looking to deepen your faith and connect with fellow 
parishioners? Join the Parish Pastoral Council for Small  Group 
Connections—a space for prayer, reflection, and meaningful 
conversation inspired by Sunday’s message. Groups will meet 
monthly, and we’d love to connect with you!

SCHEDULE

In Person: Sunday, January 11 | following the 9:30 Mass
Classroom 3
Zoom: Wednesday, January 14 | 8—9 p.m. ET | Zoom

To sign up, please email the Parish Pastoral Council – we can’t
wait to welcome you and to grow together in faith!

HELP CATHOLIC CHARITIES SUPPORT 
NEWLY-ARRIVED IMMIGRANTS

For the past nine years, our parish has provided ongoing 
support to Catholic Charities programs that provide aid to 
refugees. Just in the past year Catholic Charities has opened 
two new shelters to address the Commonwealth's refugee and 
homelessness crisis. We have offered to provide refugee families 
with supermarket and general gift cards so that they will have 
food and household items while their applications for political 
asylum are processed. If you would like to purchase gift cards 
to Visa, Target, Market Basket, Stop 'n Shop,  and Shaw's/Star 
Markets —and no more than $25 per card —please feel free to 
drop them in the offertory basket or mail them to:
 

Mark Lippolt
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115

NEW: MONTHLY PRAYER CIRCLE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 | 9 AM | COMMUNITY ROOM

All are welcome to join our monthly Prayer Circle, a time to 
set aside outside distractions, and lift our hearts in prayer and 
meditation. Through intercessory prayer and shared faith, 
we’ll seek peace, healing, and gratitude in a small-group 
setting. For more information, please contact Mary Wessel at 
her parish email.

WRAPPING UP CHRISTMAS:  
SNOWFLAKE STYLE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 | 9-11AM | PARISH HALL

The weather forecast for Saturday morning calls for clouds, 
but things will be merry and bright at Saint Cecilia as we 
spend time crafting beautiful paper snowflakes with our 
favorite Jesuit artist, Fr. John Predmore. The art of paper 
snowflake making dates all the way back to the Victorian era 
and many of us remember making these snowflakes when 
we were little. This Saturday you can share in this tradition 
and relive some of the fun you had as a child. Bring your used 
Christmas wrapping paper and your favorite pair of scissors 
to the parish hall on Saturday morning and Fr. Predmore 
will instruct and guide us. If you are coming, please enter 
at the St. Cecilia Street pavilion entrance. Just ring the bell 
and tell our receptionist you’re here to make snowflakes with 
Fr. Predmore. Paper snowflakes—a creative and fun way to 
bring the magic of winter indoors!

VIRTUS TRAINING: PROTECTING  
GOD'S CHILDREN
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 2:30PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

VIRTUS is the umbrella term for a two-part training designed 
to keep children safe in the parish setting. The Archdiocese 
requires this two-part training of all volunteers and staff 
who have the potential for direct contact with children or 
the vulnerable due to their involvement in the parish. The 
first part, Protecting God’s Children (or PGC), is a training on 
how to recognize the signs and symptoms that a child is being 
abused and how to talk with children about these issues. The 
second part is mandated reporter training. All parish staff 
and volunteers are mandated reporters and are required to 
attend this one-time training. If you intend to volunteer in the 
future and haven’t attended this training before, please join 
us. Please note that both parts will be covered in Sunday’s 
session and the training will be approximately 3 hours, 
including videos and group discussion.

Help us by officially registering for this course at www. 
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
JANUARY 10 - 15

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
Monthly Prayer Circle | 9am | Comm. Room 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Small Group Connections | After the 9:30 Liturgy 
Classroom 3

Mental Health Group | 1pm | Classroom  
VIRTUS Training | 2:30pm | Comm. Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Comm. Room

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
Small Group Connections | 8pm via Zoom

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom 

CONCERT TO BENEFIT WOMEN'S  
LUNCH PLACE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 | 7 - 9:30PM
NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY - WILLIAMS HALL 
(290 HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON)

The third Boston concert of Music for Food’s 16th season — 
"The Sacred" — will highlight two choral works as well as pieces 
by Sibelius and Mozart.
 
Admission is free with a suggested donation ($40/adult, $15/
student); no tickets or RSVPs are necessary. All proceeds will go 
to support Women’s Lunch Place.

FRAUD FIGHTERS WORKSHOP
THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 | 10:30AM - 12PM
PARISH HALL

The Suffolk County District Attorney's Office presents Fraud 
Fighters: a presentation on how to spot scams, protect finances, 
and secure your peace of mind. Knowledge is power - join us 
to learn more! If you have any questions, please contact Nicole 
Pascarelli O'Brien at her parish email.

GBIO UPCOMING 
LISTENING SESSIONS

Founded in 1998, the GBIO is 
an interfaith coalition focused 
on making systemic changes to 
support social and economic 
justice in our local communities. 
Representing 60 member 
institutions—including Saint 
Cecilia—and more than 107,000 
individuals, the GBIO has shown 
the power of collective strength 
in achieving a variety of goals. 
The organization coalesces, trains, and organizes people 
across religious, racial, ethnic, class, and neighborhood lines 
and is dedicated to developing leaders who are committed to 
making Greater Boston a better place to live, work, and raise 
a family. For more than 20 years, the GBIO has worked to 
improve housing and healthcare, reform our criminal justice 
system, address racial disparities in our city, and rebuild 
schools and neighborhoods.
 
GBIO—A 2025 Housing Hero!
In response to hearing people’s stories, the GBIO advocated 
for the Massachusetts Affordable Homes Act, leading to a 
major win for public housing in the 2023‑2024 Massachusetts 
legislative session. The legislation includes a historic $2.2 
billion authorization for capital improvements to public 
housing units in Massachusetts. Additionally, the annual 
operating budget for state housing authorities was set at $113 
million—a $21 million increase from the original proposal. This 
funding will make a difference in the lives of 70,000 vulnerable 
Massachusetts residents, setting a powerful precedent for the 
nation.
 
Upcoming Listening Sessions at Saint Cecilia
Next month, as part of our parish partnership with the GBIO, 
we will be hosting a series of small group listening sessions 
to help the GBIO identify future campaigns and actions. 
Listening session participants will be invited to share thoughts 
and stories concerning the critical issues currently affecting 
our neighborhoods. During these sessions we’ll also explore 
potential changes, and brainstorm creative ways to respond. 
Listening sessions will be held on a Sunday in February 
following Mass.

Getting Involved—Next Steps

•	 Join a listening session (goal: 50 participants).

•	 Contact gbio@stceciliaboston.org to join the Saint Cecilia 
GBIO team, sign up to participate in a listening session, or 
to learn more.

•	 On Sunday, January 25, following the 9:30 and 11:30 
liturgies, talk to a GBIO representative in the narthex after 
Mass or in the parish hall during coffee hospitality. On this 
date you will also be able to sign up to participate in a 
February listening session.

 
What changes would you like to see? Come share your 
thoughts, and let’s make a difference! Stay tuned for more 
information.
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
BY NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

About 12 years ago, I went on a solo, 48 hour silent 
retreat. It was during a time in my life when I was 

stretched very thin with work and kids and life. I was 
“driven”. I was all in all the time. I was a force to be 
reckoned with. And I was exhausted.

So I went to a Catholic retreat house outside town 
where I was matched up for spiritual direction with 
a tiny little nun named Sister Eileen. I remember 
thinking it an absurd idea to take spiritual direction 
from someone I just met.  Because, you know, I’m 
complicated….clearly way too complex for someone 
to “get me” in an hour long meeting.  Ends up I was 
right.  It didn’t take an hour for Sister Eileen to get me.  
It took like, 5 minutes for her to get me.  See, I was 
hoping she’d give me work to do.  You know, spiritual 
practices…. Stations of the cross, contemplative prayer, 
saying the Our Father, lectio divina…instead, she looked 
me in the eye and said, Nadia.  I actually don’t think 
you should DO anything while you are here.  I want you 
to just walk the grounds and settle into the knowledge 
that God loves you totally apart from anything you do 
or don’t do.

I thought, man…that sounds awful. 

And I was right…because seriously, as soon as I tried, I 
just started crying.

For some reason, there was something painful for me 
about the idea of being loved completely apart from 
what I do or do not do.  It’s perhaps the thing we want 
most in life, and yet the possibility of it, stung.  I’m not 
even sure why. Maybe because it only highlighted how 
much being loved apart from what we do or don’t do is 
so rarely something we ever encounter. 

So here it is,  the new year…the time when we are 
resolving to improve ourselves, resolving and perhaps 
already failing to be more awesome, more beautiful, 
more disciplined…which is of course to say, more 
worthy of love, - so maybe this is a perfect time to hear 
about the day when Jesus was baptized in the Jordon.

The story itself is amazing. We are told that like, 
basically everybody was flocking to the Jordan River 

to get baptized by John the Baptist. He’d been preaching 
about repentance and preparing the way of the Lord. And 
so people were coming in droves to get that fresh start. 
A mass of unwashed sinners all crowding around, waiting 
their turn.  Sun beating down, mosquitoes buzzing, children 
screaming. I imagine it was a serious crowd carrying with 
them all the things they had done and not done.  All their 
sins and betrayals and misdemeanors. The cases they 
caught and the ones for which they never got caught.

John’s arms had to have been tired from baptizing that 
many people.  Tired from preparing the crowd for the big 

Mosaic in Saint John Bosco's Church, Paris

Im
age: W

ikicom
m

ons



8

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

thing God was about to be doing in their midst.  One 
person after another. Preparing that one for the Lord 
and then the next one for the Lord and then holy 
crap, the next one IS the Lord!

And then things get crazy - the heavens open, the 
spirit descends and God speaks. It’s like the heavens 
could not contain the pure Gospel love of God and it 
just kind of had to spill out all over everything.

You know the one thing I love most about the Baptism 
of our Lord text is not just that God the Father says 
“This is my son, the beloved with whom I am well 
pleased”, but that God says this - before Jesus had 
really done anything. Think about that.  God did not 
say “this is my son in whom I am well pleased because 
he has proved to me that he deserves it, he has quiet 
time with me each morning and always reads his 
Torah and because boy can he heal a leper.”  Nope. 
As far as we know Jesus hadn’t even done anything 
yet and he was called beloved. The one in whom the 
Father was well pleased.

That’s God for you. And I mean that literally.  That is 
God FOR YOU.

Because in your own baptism, God proclaims that in 
you his beloved children, God is also well pleased. In 
the waters of your baptism, God claimed and named 
you as God’s own. Whether it was as an infant or a 
youth or an adult. Whether your baptism happened 
in a church you can’t even remember, or in a river at 
Summer Camp or in a church you love or one that no 
longer allows you to take communion - your baptism, 
not matter the circumstance, was not an act of faith 
that you or someone else was giving to God – your 
baptism was most certainly an act of God upon you. 
And as is my tradition whenever preaching about 
baptism, here’s my standard offer: if you have never 
been baptized, come talk to me or Pastor Samm -  
because you already belong to God. You are already 
God’s beloved.

I heard a story a few months back on the radio, about 
how experiments have been done where elementary 
school teachers were told at the beginning of the 
term that certain children in their classroom were 
gifted, regardless of how smart they actually were – 
and the study showed that by the end of the year 
those same kids were scoring off the charts from 
their peers.

They became what they were believed to be.

And you know what? God is like that.  God is like a 
teacher who has been tricked into thinking you are 
“gifted” and then treats you like you are special and 
then that’s what you end up being.

I was in a 12 step meeting the other day when one of the 
old guys, a guy who has been sober for like, 45 years said 
something so simple and so casual but something that 
made me shake my head and wonder what it would be 
like if we all really believed it.  As we were all discussing 
what our “higher power” is like, what the “God of our 
understanding” is like, he said “I don’t know about you, 
but my God is crazy about me”.

I couldn’t stop thinking about that. For most of my life 
I’ve heard the saying “God loves you”.  But it always 
feels more like an empty slogan like, don’t worry, be 
happy, or something. For someone to say, Nadia, God 
loves you, feels almost compulsory. Like God loves me 
kinda because he has to since I’m one of his kids.  But 
to say my God is crazy about me. I don't know.  That’s 
different.

That feels like the kind of pure Gospel love the heavens 
could not contain and it just kind of has to spill out all 
over everything. The kind of love you can walk around 
a Catholic retreat house being aware of, and maybe 
crying a little bit because of it. A love that is yours quite 
apart from what you do or don’t do. The kind of love 
that breaks your heart and then makes it bigger, A love 
that creates belovedness in the one it rests upon.

So, Beloveds… Be loved. Just sit and be loved. Even if it 
hurts.  Just sit and be loved and be the beloved of God. 
Because that is who you already are. Amen.

Originally published in Nadia Bolz-Weber's blog The 
Corners on January 7, 2024.

The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran 
Pastor, founder of House for All Sinners & Saints in 
Denver, CO and the author of three NYT bestselling 
memoirs.



9

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

CONSENTING TO LIFE 
BY MICHAEL K. MARSH

When my younger son, Randy, was about four years 
old he came home one afternoon and told me 

about his day. It had been a difficult one. Something 
had happened. Things had not gone like he wanted. I 
don’t remember what happened but whatever it was, 
it messed up his day. 

I listened as he told me all about it. And when he 
finished I asked what he did. “Oh,” he said, “I just 
dealed with it.”

“I just dealed with it.” There’s wisdom in what he said, 
and it applies to any age. I’ve held on to those words 
for the last twenty-six years. They remind me that 
whether we are four years old, forty, or ninety-five, we 
all have situations asking to be “dealed with.” Here’s 
what I mean by that. 

Have you ever had days when life caught you off guard 
and took you completely by surprise? Has life ever 
given you what you could neither plan for nor foresee, 
something unexpected? Have you ever had your plans 
disrupted? When have you felt like more was being 
asked of you than you had to give? You didn’t feel up 
to it or didn’t feel like you were enough. Has life ever 
left you feeling confused and lost? It just didn’t make 
sense. Have you ever had a situation you wanted to say 
no to, something you didn’t want to do or have to deal 
with? 

We all have those kind of stories. There’s not a one 
of us here that has escaped that. I think that’s exactly 
where John the Baptist is in today’s gospel (Matthew 
3:13-17).

Jesus has come “from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to 
be baptized by him” (Matthew 3:13). It’s something 
John never expected or foresaw. He didn’t plan on this. 
“I need to be baptized by you,” he says to Jesus, “and 
do you come to me” (Matthew 3:14)? Baptizing Jesus 
does not fit John’s expectations of who Jesus is and 
what he will do. What about the ax, the winnowing 
fork, the unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:10-12)? The 
order and structure of John’s world are being turned 
upside down. Jesus is the “more powerful” one and 
John is “not worthy to carry his sandals” (Matthew 

3:11). Jesus is supposed to increase and John decrease 
(John 3:30).

Everything about this moment is contrary to what John 
believes, wants, and expects. And we’ve all be there. We 
know what that’s like. When has that happened to you? 
And what do you do when it happens?

What do you do when your prayer is not answered, the 
budget doesn’t work out, expectations are not met? 
What do you do when your plan doesn’t come together, 
a relationship ends, or life is interrupted? What do you do 
when it’s a hard day and you just want to say no and run 
away? 

Today’s gospel sets before us two choices. We can either 
resist, forbid, and try to prevent what is coming to us, 
which is what John wants to do. Or we can permit it and 
“let it be,” which is what Jesus tells John to do. 

“Let it be so now,” Jesus says to John. “Then he consented.” 
What if that’s to be our way too? What if Jesus is saying to 
us, “Let it be so now?” What if we too are being asked to 
consent?

The consent to which Jesus calls us isn’t simply about giving 

Baptism of Christ by David Zelenka
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up, acquiescing, approving, or agreeing. It’s about 
a way of life. It’s about Jesus’ way of life. It doesn’t 
mean we have to like or want what is happening. It 
does, however, mean that we face it and deal with it. 

Consent means we show up to our life and be present 
to whatever is before us and whatever is coming 
to us, even if it is difficult, painful, or the last thing 
we wanted. Consent isn’t about being in control or 
having all the answers. It means we don’t turn back 
or run away from what is in front of us. We don’t have 
to do everything that is set before us but neither can 
we resist doing what is ours (Pirkei Avot 2:16).

Consent doesn’t mean passively accepting whatever 
happens. It means actively giving ourselves to the 
circumstances, relationships, and people before us. 
It’s an act of risk and vulnerability. And it’s a profession 
of faith, hope, and love. It means staying open and 
remaining receptive to whatever in that moment is 
being asked of us in the name of God. 

That’s how Jesus lived his life. His life was a continual 
yes to the world, to you, and to me. He lived a life of 
consent. 

•	 He consented to bring good news to the poor;
•	 He consented to welcome the outsider and 

foreigner; 
•	 He consented to hospitality for the hungry and 

thirsty;
•	 He consented to forgiveness for the women 

caught in adultery;
•	 He consented to raise stinky Lazarus into the 

fragrance of new life;
•	 He consented to intimacy when Mary anointed 

and kissed his feet; 
•	 He consented to compassion and healing for the 

blind, deaf, and lame;
•	 He consented to abundance when the wine ran 

out;
•	 He consented to be a servant of all and wash dirty 

feet; 
•	 He consented to peace and nonviolence in a 

world of swords;
•	 He consented to speak truth to power;  
•	 He consented to struggle with God and himself in 

the Garden of Gethsemane; 
•	 He consented to courage and perseverance as he 

took up and carried his cross;
•	 He consented to reconcile with Peter after being 

denied by him three times; 
•	 He consented to humility when soldiers mocked 

and beat him;

•	 He consented to life in the face of death.

Jesus never turned away, backed down, or withheld 
his consent. He was present and showed up to 
whoever or whatever was before him. Every time 
Jesus consented he stepped into the river of humanity 
and immersed himself in the waters of your life and 
my life.

Consent is an act of solidarity, a standing with 
another. Jesus asked John to stand with him. Jesus 
stands with us. And he asks to stand with him in the 
river of humanity. 

That’s how I want to live. I want to be a continual yes 
to the world and others. I want live a life of consent. 
Don’t you? I want to look back on my life and say, “I 
just dealed with it.”

What would that look like for you today? What 
would it mean for you to give consent to the people 
and circumstances before you? It might be in your 
marriage or parenting, at work, caring for another, 
speaking out and acting for justice, being present 
to another, working on your recovery, healing a 
relationship, or setting out in a new direction. 

The opportunities for consent come to us every 
day. Maybe you’re being asked to consent to love, 
forgiveness, peace, compassion, welcome, courage, 
hope, beauty. What is being asked of you today?

Every time we consent we wade into the deep waters 
of life. We stand with Jesus in the river of humanity 
and together we fulfill all righteousness – nothing 
gets left undone and no one gets left out. 

“Let it be so now.”

 

Originally published in Michael K. Marsh's blog Interrupting
the Silence on January 15, 2020.

The Rev. Dr. Michael K. Marsh is the rector of St. Philip's 
Episcopal Church in Uvalde, Texas—a parish in the 
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas. He has served there since 
2005. Fr. Mike is also the owner and author of the blog, 
Interrupting the Silence (https://interruptingthesilence.
com) a place for spiritual reflection, guidance, and 
growth, offering practical spirituality grounded in the 
contemplative tradition. We are always grateful to him for 
his gospel reflections and sermons.



11

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


