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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
PRELUDE | Récit en dialogue from Verbum Supernum Nicolas de Grigny 
 (1672-1703) 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT 

 
 

 



 
 
GLORIA | Missa Pacem L. Randolph Babin 
 

 
 
 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, January 3 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Mary Kane, lector

Sunday, January 4 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Bobbi Moran, lector

Sunday, January 4 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant 
Thomas O'Brien, Maggie Giles, Letitia Howland, lectors

Sunday, January 4 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Tim McGillicuddy, Karen McGillicuddy, Tom Skorupa,  
lectors

Sunday, January 4 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Nikko Mendoza, lector

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, January 3 | 5:00 p.m.
Gerald Maloney, 79th Anniversary

Sunday, January 4 | 9:30 a.m.
Beirne Lovely Jr, Memorial
Al Lehmann, Memorial 
Helen Curtain, Memorial

Sunday, January 4 | 11:30 a.m.
Jim English, Memorial 
Margaret Cunnane, Memorial

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Matthew 2:1-12

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38

Matthew 3:13-17
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Daria, Maureen McLaughlin, Anne Kenney, and Paul 
Surette.

6:00PM Mass Returns
The 6:00 Mass will resume this Epiphany Sunday—January 
4. We will serve pizza in the Parish Hall following the liturgy.

Today's Feast
The Epiphany of the Lord is one of the great solemnities 
of the liturgical year. Traditionally celebrated on January 
6, the twelfth day of Christmas, is is so important that in 
many countries, including the United States, it is transferred 
to the nearest Sunday when it doesn't happen to fall on a 
Sunday. On Christmas Day we celebrate the Word becoming 
flesh; on Epiphany we celebrate the news getting out—the 
revelation of this amazing happening to the world. Epiphany 
comes to us from the East as its Greek name indicates. The
word means "manifestation," "showing forth," or 
"revelation." In the Eastern Churches, this day is a triple 
celebration of the revealing of Christ to the Magi; to people 
gathered at the Jordan when Jesus was baptized by John; 
and to the wedding guests at Cana. While the Church in the 
West emphasizes the visit of the Magi to the infant Christ 
today, with the Baptism of the Lord commemorated next 
Sunday, a hint of the ancient origins of Epiphany survives 
in one of today's antiphons for Evening Prayer: "Three 
mysteries mark this holy day: today the star leads the Magi 
to the infant Christ; today water is changed into wine for the 
wedding feast; today Christ wills to be baptized by John in 
the river Jordan to bring us salvation."

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies....................................... 3  
   Prayers and Occasions..................................... 4   
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia............................... 6
   Epiphany Door Blessing................................... 7 
   Christmas Flowers........................................... 8 

   An Epiphany Story of Two Masculinities   
   By Nadia Bolz-Weber ..................................... 10

  Parish Resources........................................ 12

The flowers in front 
of the altar are 

given to the Glory of 
God and in loving  
memory of Beirne 

Lovely Jr. by his wife 
Joan Lovely. Adoration of the Magi

Sandro Botticelli
(c. 1475–1476)
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PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
SIT & KNIT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 | 9AM - 12PM | PARISH HALL

The next Sit & Knit is scheduled for Sunday, Jan 4,2026 - 
9:30-12:00. On this day the Ministry will disassemble the  
Snow on Snow Christmas Tree and begin to sew together 
each of the 127 squares to create a blanket.  This Blanket 
will be raffled off in February, watch for the announcement 
in bulletin for raffle dates!!

KNITTING & CROCHET ZOOM MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 5 | 3:30PM ET VIA ZOOM

The next Zoom session is scheduled for Monday, Jan 5,2026 
3:30-4:30pm.  At this meeting we will review the last years 
accomplishments and generate plans and new ideas for 
2026. For more information, please join us at the meeting or 
contact the ministry.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 | 7PM - 8PM | SANCTUARY

Come let us adore! 
Celebrate the end of the 
Christmas season as the 
wise men did - in prayerful 
adoration of our incarnate 
king.

All parishioners, regardless 
of age, are invited to spend 
an hour with the Lord before 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
Praise and worship music 
led by the Young Adult 
Ministry will guide your 
meditation and enrich your 
prayer in adoration. Please 
enter from the side door on 

Saint Cecilia Street and ring the bell to be let in. Can’t join 
us in person? We’ll be live-streaming our worship service 
over Zoom. Register to receive a Zoom link each month by 
heading to www.tinyurl.com/stc-night-of-worship.

FAR-FLUNG FLOCK COFFEE HOUR: 
FATHER JOHN PREDMORE, SJ
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 | 4PM ET VIA ZOOM

The Far-Flung Flock is happy to share that Father John 
Predmore, SJ will be our January Coffee Hour guest. Fr. 
Predmore is no stranger to Saint Cecilia. During the week, he 
works at Boston College High School where he is the Chaplain 
for Ignatian Ministries. On Sundays he often celebrates Mass 
at Saint Cecilia. He recently celebrated the 9:30 livestream 
liturgy.  Fr. Predmore is a person of many talents; he has a 
passion for adult formation, spiritual direction, and leading 
retreats, as well as blending faith with art and creativity 
as a painter/photographer. Please join the group to have a 
conversation via Zoom with Fr. John. Everyone is welcome!

If you have not already signed up for the Zoom link please 
contact the ministry.

VIRTUS TRAINING: PROTECTING  
GOD'S CHILDREN
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 2:30PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

VIRTUS is the umbrella term for a two-part training designed 
to keep children safe in the parish setting. The Archdiocese 
requires this two-part training of all volunteers and staff 
who have the potential for direct contact with children or 
the vulnerable due to their involvement in the parish. The 
first part, Protecting God’s Children (or PGC), is a training on 
how to recognize the signs and symptoms that a child is being 
abused and how to talk with children about these issues. The 
second part is mandated reporter training. All parish staff 
and volunteers are mandated reporters and are required to 
attend this one-time training. If you intend to volunteer in the 
future and haven’t attended this training before, please join 
us. Please note that both parts will be covered in Sunday’s 
session and the training will be approximately 3 hours, 
including videos and group discussion.

Help us by officially registering for this course at www. 
virtusonline.org/. Doing so will create a permanent record 
of your participation and completion of the training. If you 
can’t register online, please join us anyway and come a few 
minutes early so you can be registered in the system. Thank 
you so much, and we look forward to seeing you! 
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
JANUARY 4 - 10

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
Sit & Knit | 9:30am - 12pm | Parish Hall

FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm ET via Zoom
Pizza |  Following the 6:00 Liturgy

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
Knitting Ministry Meeting | 3:30pm ET via Zoom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Comm. Room

Night of Worship | 7pm | Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
Bereavement Group | 6pm ET via Zoom

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
Simeon & Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall
A Space to Share | 6:30pm | Comm. Room

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
Monthly Prayer Circle | 9am | Comm. Room

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: WOMEN  AT 
THE WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE

If you have some time available weekdays Monday-Thursday 
between the hours of 9:30 am and 3:00 pm we can use your 
help at the Women’s Lunch place residence.  All days and times 
are currently open, but we prefer those who can commit to 
a particular day and time slot.  The work involves distributing 
items to WLP guests and keeping the storage/inventory room 
neat and organized.  The location is close to St. Cecilia’s.  If you 
are interested or for further information, please contact Ann at 
adventtree@stceciliaboston.org.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 | 6PM ET VIA ZOOM

Grieving the loss of a loved one can be overwhelming, but you 
are not alone. Join us for our Monthly Catholic Bereavement 
Support Group, where we gather in faith, compassion, and 
community to find healing and hope. In a world marked by 
division and distraction, healthy and meaningful dialogue can 
be found in small moments of grace. For more information or 
to receive the Zoom link, please contact Mary Wessel at her 
parish email.

SIMEON & ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 | 10 AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, January 8th. From 10:00 to 10:30 am there will be 
coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be time for 
prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

A SPACE TO SHARE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 | 6:30PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Looking for a space to speak freely 
about the challenges and joys of being 
LGBTQ+ and Catholic? Join us for A Space 
to Share! Whether it's your first visit or 
you're a regular, we'd love to have you 
join us. A Space to Share meets on the 
second Thursday of each month in the 
community room, where pizza will be 
served. 

When you arrive, please use the St. 
Cecilia Street pavilion entrance, press the 
bell, and tell the receptionist that you are 
attending A Space to Share!

NEW: MONTHLY PRAYER CIRCLE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 | 9 AM | COMMUNITY ROOM

All are welcome to join our monthly Prayer Circle, a time to 
set aside outside distractions, and lift our hearts in prayer 
and meditation. Through intercessory prayer and shared 
faith, we’ll seek peace, healing, and gratitude in a small-
group setting. For more information, please contact Mary 
Wessel at her parish email.

MONTHLY MENTAL HEALTH GROUP
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 | 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

Join us for our monthly series on “Finding Hope in Dark 
Times.” Our first speaker will be Dr. Charles Mundhenk, 
a Catholic psychologist who recently shared an insightful 
and uplifting presentation, “Where Have You Gone, Joe 
DiMaggio? Finding Hope in Dark Times,” at Glastonbury 
Abbey.
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HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS MINISTRY: 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Each weekend parishioners have the opportunity to pick up 
donated meats, dairy products, prepared foods, and produce 
from four local supermarkets and deliver it to either Catholic 
Charities' Haitian Multi-Service Center in Dorchester or the 
Huntington Y's Families in Transition program. In addition, 
we deliver parish donations to two Dorchester pantries 
on Saturdays: the Mary Ann Brett Pantry and the Catholic 
Charities pantry. This vital ministry takes place at 8:00am 
every Saturday and Sunday morning and on Sundays can be 
completed in time to attend or livestream the 9:30am parish 
Mass. 

Please email Mark Lippolt if you would like more information 
about how you can help.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: PUT YOUR 
FAITH IN ACTION (BACK BAY)

A Faith That Does Justice seeks a Volunteer Manager for our 
Grab & Go food assistance program in Boston’s Back Bay. 
This 4–6 hour/week role supports weekly meal distribution 
for neighbors experiencing food insecurity by coordinating 
volunteers and ensuring smooth operations. Ideal for 
someone organized, dependable, and eager to live their faith 
through service.

For more information or to volunteer, please call the 
reception desk (617-536-4548) for contact information .

OPEN HOUSE: 
SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 | SACRED HEART CHURCH, 12 
NORTH SQUARE, NORTH END, BOSTON

'The Franciscan family... unites all members of the People 
of God--laity, religious, and priests-who are called to ollow 
Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi." (Rule 1.1)

Did you know the Franciscan family includes lay people too? 
The Secular Franciscan Order welcomes men and women--
married or single--who desire to live the Gospel in the spirit 
of St. Francis, wherever they are in life.

If you're drawn to St. Francis' love for Christ, simplicity, 
creation, and care for the marginalized and forgotten, you 
may have a Franciscan heart.
 
Join us for an Open House with the newly forming St. 

Leonard's Fraternity:

•	 Tuesday, January 6, 
•	 Mass for the Feast of the Epiphany begins at 7pm  
•	 Followed by food and discussion..
•	 Sacred Heart Church, 12 North Square, North End 

Boston 
Learn more about living the Franciscan charism as a lay 
person just like Dante, Michelangelo, St. Thomas More, 
St. John XXIII, and many others
 
You may contact OFS Acting council members, Riccardo 
or Lisa through the reception desk (617-536-4548) for 
more information.

It is an Epiphany custom 
to inscribe with chalk 
the initials of the Magi: 
Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthasar, along with 
the numerals of the 
new year, over the main 
doorway of your house 
or apartment. Tradi-
tionally, the letters and 
numbers are inscribed 
in this format: 20 + C + 

M + B + 26. In addition to the letters being the 
initials of the traditional names of the three Magi, 
they also abbreviate the Latin words “Christus 
mansionem benedicat,” or “May Christ bless the 
house.” At Saint Cecilia, we pray that we will be a 
welcoming presence for all who pass through our 
doors; we pray that we will welcome everyone 
without judgment or prejudice. You are invited to 
take home a piece of blessed chalk with you today 
and say a prayer of blessing at your door. This is 
one option:

Loving God,

We pray through the intercession of the Magi,
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, that you help

us create a home of peace and love.

Give to those who pass through the doorways of
this house, an awareness of your presence

within their hearts.

Bless our comings and our goings. Watch over us
and over all our guests; when we leave,

bless our journeys and bring us safely home.

We ask this through Jesus, your Son and our Lord.
Amen.

EPIPHANY
DOOR BLESSING
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Donald Abell
Geraldine Abell

Emma Abrahamyan
Herand Abrahamyan
Robert Abrahamyan

Emma & Herand Abrahamyan
Robert Abrahamyan
The Abruzzi Family
A. Harry Almquist
Vickie Almquist
Lydia Anahory
Anne Anahory

Elsie & Tony Andrade
Mary Dennehy Anzivino

Cora Arnold
Catherine Aylward

Press J. Bagley
Maria Barbosa

Mr. & Mrs. Vasco Barbosa
William & Jane Barry

Natalie Bélanger
Valerie Berry

Fr. Richard Bertrand, S.J.
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Bigeard

Mary Botosh
Chuck & Betty Botosh

Charles & Cis Boudakian
Rhys Bowen

Virginia Boyer
Ralph Boyer
Mary Bradley

John Brait
Jack Brent
Jack Brent

Angelina Brigalli
The Brooks Family
Eileen Browning

Sergio Bru
Ursula Bruer

Mary & Malcolm Bryant
Francisco Bucasus

Burda Family
Ernest (Gus) Burti
Marguerite Byrne

Francis Byrne
Phyllis Byrne
Glenn Calmus

Marjorie & Howard Camden
Maria Cristina Campo de Paez

Jack Candon
Martha L. Cano de Paez

Beverly & Vincent Capodilupo
Aaron Castronova

Lucia DiGiulio Cecere
Catherine Charland

Earl Charland
Chiock Yee Cheong

Borys & Olga Chermak
Mary Clough
Ann Coleman
Maria Cone

Jerry and Charlotte Conklin
Mickey & Joe Contilli

Maurice & Marjorie Cornier
Robert Crawford

Daniel & Jeanne Curley
Daniel T. Curley

Mark Czestochowa
Cyril & D'Souza Family
Victor & Eleanor Dahar

Mr. & Mrs. Saheed Dahar
Sean Dalton
Jean Dapra

Richard Dapra
John & Betty Davis
Norma De Robinson

Nick Demetradis
Walter Dempsey

Rosalina Denardo
Madeline Denardo

Philip & Rosemary Dennehy
John Z. Dennehy

Kathy Devin
Olga & Jim DiBona
Marjorie DiGennaro
Frank DiGennaro

Peter DiGiulio
Robin DiGiulio

Alice & Walter Doherty
Jose Miguel Dosouto

Daniel Dosouto
Arthur Dunnett

R. Margaret Dunnett
David Lee Ebert

Stephen Ellis
Jim English

John & Irene Faldetta
Mary & Peter Famiglietti

Franchi & Mancini Families
Tony, Ann, & John Farinelli

John Fasano
Mary Fazio

Patricia Ferris
Richard “Huck” Finn

Walter Fletcher
Nora Frank

Chuck Gamble
Don Garaventi
Bill Gardner

Michael Garvey
Timothy B. Gassert

Joan Geary
Bill Geary

Frank & Winifred Gens

Edward Geremia
Anne & George Gianerelis

Paul Gilbert
Richard Gilbert

William & Anne Giles
Eugenia Goncalves

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Goodman Sr.
Alan Grapski
Carol Green

Stanley Greenwood
Rev. Msgr. Michael F. GrodenRev. 

Msgr. Michael F. Groden
Per & Mary Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Granderson Hall
Brian Hare
Rose Hart

Charles & Nancy Heaslip
Jillian Heaslip

Nicole Bairos Heck
Jean Henry

Pamela Hepp
Dorothea & John Hines

Albert Hodge
Fr. Gerry Hogan
Carol Howland

Richard Howland
Sean Hughes
Linda Hyde

Sadie Isiminger
T. M. Jacob

Marion Jesse
Paula Jesse

John & Margaret Joyce
Maria Julien
Jack Kaster

Linda Kelleher
John Kiley

Nadia & Joseph Kiley
Brig. Gen. Leo A. Kiley (Ret.)

Joseph & Cecilia Kurta
Rene & Dottie L’Abbe

Rene, Dottie, & Bill L’Abbe
Thelma Doris Lahme

Paul Leo Lahme
William Paul Lahme

Brenda Marie Lahme Gebler
Jack Lally

Richard Larue
The LaSala/Romeo/Gilbert Family

Susan Levinsky
Kenny Liebling

Claire & Joseph Lippolt
Ilola Fontes Lopes

Augusto Lopes
Beirne Lovely Lorriane Lyons

Phyllis MacDonald
Barbara & John MacDonald

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Peter MacIntyre-Wheatley & Family

Barbara & Fred Maglero
Ilda Maguire
Peter Maguire
Paul Maguire

Joel Maksymowicz
Olga Maldonado

Gerald & Bridie Maloney
Mary & James Manley

Jay Manley
Lorenzo & Rosa Marquez

Salvador & Margaret Marquez
Louis & Anita Martino

Manuel Matos
Ana Matta

Carmen Matta
Natibidad Matta
Judy Matteson

Stephen Matteson
Michael & Brenda Matthews

William John McCarron
Patrick McDonough
Anne McDonough
Bill McLaughlin
Jim McLaughlin
Jim McManus
Steve Meitler
Joan Meloni

Robert Meloni
Joan & Robert Meloni

Monika Menasche
Peter Menasche
Joe Michalski

Frank & Claire Moffatt
Jeff Monroe

Chick Mooney
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Mooney

Catherine Mootos
Conelia, Paul, William, 

& Delores Mootos
George Morales

Teresa & Bernard Morelli
Andrew Finch Morey

Irene Morillo Francis X.  
& Magaret Morse

John B. Morse
Danny Mullin
Edwin Murphy

Elizabeth (Betty) Murphy
Robert (Bob) Murphy

Ed Murphy
Ann Marie Murphy
Marilyn C. Murphy

Thomas Murphy
Deceased Members of the Murphy  

& Westover Families
Gary Myers

Doris Natoli
Ivan Nazario

Cleveland & Dorothy Nelson
Grace Nisbet

Sr. Jeannette Normandin, SSA
Thomas & Kathryn Norton
Daniel & Kathleen O'Brien

Ruth O'Brien
Mary Jean O’Brien

Jerry O'Connor
Patricia Oakes

Mary & C. Anthony Olivieri
Maria Olivieri Hakansson

Placido Paez C
Cristobal Paez L

Elena Paez L
Francis R. Paglia, Jr.

Francis & Ann Paglia, Sr.
Antonio & Carmela Pandolfo
Palmina & Joseph Pandolfo

Marie Paulo
Wendell Paulo
Silvana Pereira
Alfred Pereira
Joseph Petralia

Josephine Petralia
Tia Eva Pires

Jay Polito
Donald Gifford Potter
Dorothy Potter-Bunt 

Julia Powell
Mary Louise Powell

Peter, Helen, Paul, & James Power
Eileen Quinn

Timothy (Ted) Quinn
Paul Rawate
David Reed
Shirley Rich
Sheldon Rich
Sean Richards

Giuseppina & Carmelo Roccuzzo
Yadira Rojas de Paez

Grace Romasanta
The Romberger Family

John & Christine Romeo
Edgar & Josephine Roy

Robert Russell, Jr.
Mary & Raif Saati

Roy Santiago
Raffaele Santoro

Phyllis & Vincent Schiarizzi
Domenic & Frances Schiarizzi

Donald Schroen
Dorothy Schroen

Elizabeth Shatswell
John Shatswell
Peter Shatswell

Susan Shaughnessy
Tony & Joan Shelto

Matt Smith
Ellen Solomita

Maurice St.Pierre
Tim Stancell-Condron

Janet Stank
Dorothy Starzyk

William Starzyk Jr.
Mary & Melvin States
Winston Earl Stevens

Wayne Matthew Stevens
Adelaide Sullivan
Arnold Sullivan

Walter & Mary Sullivan
Susan R. Szum

Ruth & John Szum
Sue & Mike Toomey

Nadine & John Troppy
Nona & Gene Turco

Rita M. Turo
Michael A. Turo

Frank & Estelle Unni
D. Joseph Unni

Bob VanNostrand
Gregg VanNostrand
Brian VanNostrand

Andrew J. Veneto Sr.
Angie & Frank Verderane

Joe Vidal
Adolfo Vidal
Anne Volk
Walter Volk

Elizabeth Volk
Patricia Walker Hansen

Anne Walley
Marie A. Walley
Marie J. Walley

Francis M. Walley
Francis M. Walley Jr.

Matthew Westover
Frank Williams

Daniel Winterson
Laura Yetman

Robert Yobaccio
Sue York

Robert & Angelita Yribe
Anthony & Dolores Zankowski

John Anthony Zankowski
Frank & Carmela Zankowski

Denise Zankowski-Winter
Jack Zinna

Anthony Zinna
Ruth Zinna
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AN EPIPHANY STORY OF 
TWO MASCULINITIES 

BY NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

A story of 2 men -

Herod, who is a ruler on a throne of power, and Joseph 
who is a peasant in an unconventional marriage. One 
man is powerful and one man is not. And yet the text 
only describes one of these men as being afraid.

And it wasn’t the peasant.

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that King Herod made the 
magi tell him where this baby was because he was 
frightened.

Frightened of a baby.

Threatened by a horoscope and a newborn.

And this fear that his position in life is so tenuous that it 
must be fortified by sacrificing whoever it takes is not a 
theoretical by the way - this Herod guy literally killed two 
of his own sons because he felt threatened by them.

His own sons.

Fear that what he had could be taken away, or fear of 
not getting what he wanted turned him into a murderous 

 The Adoration of the Magi by Gentile de Fabriano (c.15th century)  

Im
age: W

ikicom
m

ons
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monster. So much so that when he can’t quite locate 
the right baby, the one that is so threatening to him, 
he just sends for all the children 2 and under in and 
around Bethlehem to be killed.

Take that in.

This is what fear does.  

This is what fear does. Fear disguises itself in so many 
ways: as greed, hate, isolation, addiction…the list is 
endless. But in the end fear is at the root of all of it. 
And while you and I might not be murderous tyrants, 
none of us are free from the effects of fear in our 
lives. It keeps us isolated and small and it steals away 
joy and possibility.

But in Joseph we see a different kind of man than 
Herod. Joseph was not afraid.

An angel came from God and spoke love, was love, 
embodied love, sought to protect love – like a divine 
can of compressed air, and this cast out Joseph’s fear 
so that he could function the way he was intended to.  
And here’s one clue – one way that we can know that 
Joseph was not afraid: he didn't bat an eye when the 
angel said that his baby and wife weren’t safe so he 
should take his family to Egypt.

Egypt.

The place his ancestors were enslaved. The place that 
God rescued his people from slavery.

With fear cast out, Joseph was able to believe it 
possible that God’s redemptive work can happen 
anywhere - even Egypt. With fear cast out, Joseph no 
longer had to see everything through the lens of what 
it was in the past. With fear cast out, he was able to 
beat a king, protect his wife and child, and preserve 
that which is good in the face of tyranny. (Just as an 
aside, we need to start having better conversations 
about men. I don’t think that maligning traits that 
have historically seen as “masculine” is helpful. I want 
to start lifting up examples of beneficent masculinity, 
but I digress...)

Herod’s fear caused death and Joseph’s fearlessness 
protected life. Of course the irony is that Herod feared 
this baby for all the wrong reasons. The Christ child 
did not knock Herod off his pathetic little throne. 
History took care of that.  

No. Jesus of Nazareth did not overthrow Rome, 

he laughed at Rome. He saw Rome for what it was: 
temporary. Fleeting. Harsh and demanding and 
tyrannical, yes, but temporary. 

And this child, protected by the songs of angels and the 
heart of his mother and the fearlessness of his father, 
came to free the people.  Free us from the shackles of 
sin and fear. Gospel people are free people and free 
people are dangerous people.  Free people aren’t ruled 
by fear. Free people see Rome for what it is. 

And you know what?

There are angels hovering round us, good people of 
God.  There are messengers of love all around.  And 
again, and forever, they say: do not be afraid.  Do not be 
afraid. For in the heart of God there is enough love to 
cast out fear. Herods of the world, take note.

Happy Epiphany.

Originally published in Nadia Bolz-Weber's blog The 
Corners on January 6, 2021.

Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, 
founder of House for All Sinners & Saints in Denver, CO 
and the author of three NYT bestselling memoirs.
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Ben Worthley, Audio Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com),  Erin 
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers 
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, 
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex, 
Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


