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19 February 2023 
 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | As We Gather at Your Table NETTLETON 

  

 

  



CALL TO WORSHIP 

? In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 

? The Lord be with you.      

All:  And with your spirit. 

 

GLORIA | Mass of Renewal Curtis Stephan 

 

 



 

 
COLLECT 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING | Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 103: The Lord is Kind and Merciful Marty Haugen 

 

 

 

SECOND READING | 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23 

 

  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Alleluia from Jubilation Mass James J. Chepponis 

 
 

GOSPEL | Matthew 5: 38-48 

HOMILY  

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

  



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT  
OF THE PARISH! 

We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial contribution to our parish 
is to use the parish Flowcode below.  
 
Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera at the Flowcode 
image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You may need to zoom in a bit to focus on 
the code. 
 
If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston. 
 
You can also mail a check to: 
 
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street 
Boston, MA 02115 

 

 

 
  



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | In This Place Trevor Thomson 
 

 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

? The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

? Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

? Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right and just. 

 

HOLY, HOLY | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

  



MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

GREAT AMEN | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to 
make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present at the celebration of the Eucharist, 
Pope Francis invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace. We can be assured that when we express our desire 
to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion 
that we encourage you to pray as you participate in our live-streamed liturgies: 

 

 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Loving Jesus, I believe that you 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION | Make Us One Chris DeSilva 

 

 

 



 
 
 
COMMUNION MEDITATION | I Give You a New Commandment Peter Nardone 

 
I give to you a new commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.  
 
Ubi caritas est vera, Deus ibi est. Congregavit nos in unum Christ amor. 

Exsultemus et in ipso jhucendemur. Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum.  

 
CONCLUDING RITES 

 
? The Lord be with you.     

All: And with your spirit. 

? May almighty God bless you, the Father, (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

? Go forth, the Mass is ended.   

     All: Thanks be to God. 

 
  



RECESSIONAL| Jesus Shall Reign DUKE STREET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music in this worship aid is printed with permission under Onelicense.net #A700-137. 

For information on becoming involved or supporting the music program at Saint Cecilia,  
please contact Dr. Robert Duff at 617-536-4548 or email: RDuff@stceciliaboston.org. 

 



Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŽƐĞͲŬŶŝƚ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇͶǇŽƵŶŐ͕�ŽůĚ͕�ƌŝĐŚ͕�ƉŽŽƌ͕ �ŽĨ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ĞƚŚŶŝĐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝīĞƌŝŶŐ�
ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͘� &ƌŽŵ� ŽƵƌ� ĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ� ŵƵƐŝĐ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ� ƚŽ� Ă� ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛� ĨĂŝƚŚ� ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͖�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ůŝƚƵƌŐŝĐĂů�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

^ĂŝŶƚ��ĞĐŝůŝĂ�WĂƌŝƐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ŝŶ�ϭϴϴϴ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĂĐŬ��ĂǇ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�ĂůŽŶŐ�
�ŽŵŵŽŶǁĞĂůƚŚ��ǀĞŶƵĞ�ĂŶĚ��ĞĂĐŽŶ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�zĂŶŬĞĞ�ĂƌŝƐƚŽĐƌĂĐǇ͘�
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ďƵŝůƚ�Ă�ŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĞĂŐĞƌ�ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƐ͘�
KƵƌ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶĐĞƐƚƌĂů�ŚŽŵĞůĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WĂǁƚƵĐŬĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩ�ƚƌŝďĂů�
ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
ŵĂƌďůĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌ�ƌĞƌĞĚŽƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĚĂ�sŝŶĐŝ Ɛ͛�dŚĞ�>ĂƐƚ�^ƵƉƉĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŽŵĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƌĂǇ�ŽĨ�Ϯϰ<�ŐŽůĚ�ƌŽƐĞƩĞƐ͘

&Žƌ� ƚŚĞ�ƐŝǆƟĞƚŚ�ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�ϭϵϱϰ͕�Ă�ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ� ƌĞŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞŶ͘�
�ƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ͕�Ă�ƐƚĂƚƵĞ�ŽĨ�WŽƉĞ�^ĂŝŶƚ�WŝƵƐ�y� ;ĐĂŶŽŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĂŵĞ�ǇĞĂƌͿ�ǁĂƐ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĞĚ�
ĨƌŽŵ�/ƚĂůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ͘��ďŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�WŝƵƐ͛�
ůŝĨĞ͘�KŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŌ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚƵĞ�ŽĨ�^ĂŝŶƚ�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͕�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ƉĂƚƌŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ��ŽƐƚŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
ƉĂŶĞůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞĐŽƌĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇŵďŽůƐ�ŽĨ�KƵƌ�>ĂĚǇ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝƚĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƌĞƚŽ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƌ�
ŽŶĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐǇŵďŽůƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉŽƐƚůĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƐƐƵŵƉƟŽŶͶ
ĨƌĂŵĞĚ�ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� ƚǁŽ�ŽĂŬ� ĐĂƐĞƐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶͶǁĂƐ� ŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ� ŝŶ� ϭϵϱϰ� ;ƚŚĞ�DĂƌŝĂŶ� zĞĂƌͿ� ŝŶ� ƐƉĂĐĞƐ�
ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞŶ�ƵƐĞĚ͘

dŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ŽĨ�Ϯϰ�ƐƚŽƉƐ�ǁĂƐ�ďƵŝůƚ� ŝŶ�ϭϵϬϮ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�,ƵƚĐŚŝŶŐƐͲsŽƚĞǇ�KƌŐĂŶ��ŽŵƉĂŶǇ͕ �KƉƵƐ�
ϭϰϲϱ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞďƵŝůƚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϱϰ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϯϮ�ƐƚŽƉƐ͘�/Ŷ�ϭϵϵϴ͕�dŝŵŽƚŚǇ�^ŵŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�dŚĞŽĚŽƌĞ�'ŝůďĞƌƚ�ďĞŐĂŶ�
Ă�ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ�ƌĞĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ͘�dŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�^ŵŝƚŚ�Θ�'ŝůďĞƌƚ�KƌŐĂŶ�ŽĨ�ϰ�ŵĂŶƵĂůƐ͕�ϱϰ�ƌĂŶŬƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ϯ͕Ϭϴϰ�ƉŝƉĞƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�^ĂŝŶƚ��ĞĐŝůŝĂ͕�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϮ͕�ϭϵϵϵ͘

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ϯϱϬ�ŶĞǁ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ � ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ� ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ� ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ� ƚŽ�
ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞĂĐĞ͕�ũƵƐƟĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ͕�ďŽƚŚ�ŶĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂƌ͘

tĞ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŚĞƌĞ�ŽŶ��ĞůǀŝĚĞƌĞ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭϮϱ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
ŚŽŶŽƌ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ĞŵďƌĂĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͖�ǁŚĞƌĞ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ůŽǀĞ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�Ăůů�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ŶĞǁ͘

Welcome!
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

Ministers OF THE LITURGY

 

Saturday, February 18 | 5:00 p.m.
ZĞǀ͘ �WĞƚĞƌ�'ƌŽǀĞƌ͕ �KDs͕�ĐĞůĞďƌĂŶƚ
Catherine Horsley, lector

Sunday, February 19 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ, celebrant
Jim Dougherty, lector

Sunday, February 19 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
�ŽůĞ�zŽƵŶŐ͕�:ĂŵĞƐ�WĂƌĂĚŝƐ͕ 
ĂŶĚ��ŚŝŬĂ�KīƵƌƵŵ͕�ůĞĐƚŽƌƐ

Sunday, February 19 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Julie DesAutels, Cathy Anderson, 
and Kelly McClintock, lectors

Sunday, February 19 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant
sŝƌŐĞŶ�WĂůĞƌŵŽ�ĂŶĚ�<ĞǀŝŶ��ƵŵĂƐ͕�ůĞĐƚŽƌƐ

SPECIAL INTENTIONs 

Sunday, February 19 | 8:00 a.m. 
DĂƌŝĂ�sŝůůĂŶƵĞǀĂ͕�15th Anniversary

Sunday, February 19 | 9:30 a.m. 
�ƌ͘ �^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ�zŽǀŝŶŽ͕ 3rd Anniversary 
Carol Howland, 10th Anniversary 
:ŽĞů�DĂŬƐǇŵŽǁŝĐǌ, 20th Anniversary
�ĞŝƌŶĞ�>ŽǀĞůǇ͕  Memorial 
Frank J. Paul, Memorial 
Birge Albright, Memorial 
Marion Cataldo, Memorial
Paul DeSabato, Memorial
Deceased Members of the Desmornes Family, Memorial
WĂƵůŝŶĞ�zŽǀŝŶŽ, Memorial

Sunday, February 19 | 6:00 p.m. 
>ŽƵŝƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŽƌŽƚŚǇ�>ĂŶĚŝŶŝ, Memorial

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORT OF SAINT CECILIA PARISH!

SCAN THIS CODE 
FOR OFFERTORY GIVING.

Our Community news

Today's READINGS

>ĞǀŝƟĐƵƐ�ϭϵ͗ϭͲϮ͕�ϭϳͲϭϴ
ϭ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϯ͗ϭϲͲϮϯ
DĂƩŚĞǁ�ϱ͗ϯϴͲϰϴ

next week's READINGS

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐ�Ϯ͗ϳͲϵ͖�ϯ͗ϭͲϳ 
ZŽŵĂŶƐ�ϱ͗ϭϮͲϭϵ
DĂƩŚĞǁ�ϰ͗ϭͲϭϭ

This Weekend's Flowers

dŚĞ�ŇŽǁĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
Glory of God and in loving memory of Beirne 

>ŽǀĞůǇ�ďǇ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŝĨĞ͕�:ŽĂŶ�>ŽǀĞůǇ͘
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

Our Sick
Please pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of 
our prayer, especially Tim Finn, Mary Torok, Glenn Gallo, 
�ĂƌŽů�dĞďŽ͕�:ŽŚŶ�,ŽƐĂŶŐ͕�DĂƌǇ�tĂůƚĞƌƐ͕�DĂƌĐ�WĞůůĞƟĞƌ͕�ZĂǇ�
Cronin, Rick Gaillardetz, Michele Maniscalco, Nick Hunger-
ford, and�&ƌĞĚ�dƵŌƐ.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish
We are pleased to welcome the following newly registered 
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ� ŽĨ� ŽƵƌ� ƉĂƌŝƐŚ͗� Mary and Bryan Torok� ŽĨ� >ĂŶ-
sing, Michigan, Michelle and Ron Wronski of Middleton, 
Kate and Tim McGillicuddy of Stow, Kevin Montague of 
Brighton, ^ƵƐĂŶ� ĂŶĚ� �ƌŶĞƐƚ� �ŽůůĂŵĂƟ�of Plainville, Kerry 
Jo Green of Roslindale, Cassandra Mitsinikos of Boston, 
Jennifer Paragas of Winchester, Barbara Thomas of Pem-
broke, Lucy Brody of Brighton, Kyra Post and Kevin Fowl-
er of Cambridge, and Gloria and John Corey of Milton. If 
you have not previously registered you can do so online at 
www.stceciliaboston.org.

Black History Month
dŚŽƵŐŚ�ŽŶůǇ�Ϯϴ�ĚĂǇƐ�ůŽŶŐ͕��ůĂĐŬ�,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ�DŽŶƚŚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ� ůŝŌ�ƵƉ� ƚŚĞ� ůŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ��ůĂĐŬ�
Americans past and present. We plan to celebrate this year 
ďǇ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĨĂĐƚƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ŶŽƚĞǁŽƌƚŚǇ��ůĂĐŬ�ĮŐƵƌĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ǀĂůƵĞƐ�ĞĐŚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
main principles of Catholic Social Teaching, and we pray 
that they are increasingly embraced by all Americans. 

Ash Wednesday
dŚĞ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ŽŶ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ �&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϮ�ĂŶĚ�
DĂƐƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ĂŶĚ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�
ŶŽƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĂƐŚĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�
at Saint Cecilia.

Happy Mardi Gras!
dŚĞ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�&ĂƐƚ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĞĞŬ͘�EŽǁ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�DĂƌĚŝ�'ƌĂƐ
ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ĨĞǁ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ
ĂŶĚ�ĂĚŽƉƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŽĨ
yielding a joyous Easter. Do something fun these next few
ĚĂǇƐ͘��ĂƌŶŝǀĂů�ĨĞĂƐƟŶŐ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŐŽŽĚ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͘�

dĂŬĞ�Ă�>ŝƩůĞ��ůĂĐŬ��ŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�>ĞŶƚ
These books are available in the narthex. Please take one
ŚŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ũƵƐƚ�Ɛŝǆ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�Ă�ĚĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ
ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ĂƐƚĞƌ͘ �/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞŶΖƚ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�
to church in-person you can order your own directly from 
ƚŚĞŝƌ� ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ� Ăƚ� ůŝƩůĞďŽŽŬƐ͘ŽƌŐ͘� dŚĞǇ� ĂƌĞ� ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ŝŶ�

ƉĂƉĞƌ�;ΨϱͿ�ĂŶĚ�ĞďŽŽŬ�;ΨϰͿ�ĨŽƌŵĂƚƐ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ŐĞƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞĂƐŽŶĂů� ďŽŽŬƐ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� >ŝƩůĞ� �ŽŽŬƐ� ĂƉƉ� ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ĨŽƌ� ŝK^�
ĂŶĚ��ŶĚƌŽŝĚ�ĚĞǀŝĐĞƐ�Ăƚ�ůŝƩůĞďŽŽŬƐ͘ŽƌŐͬĂƉƉ͘

WĂƌŝƐŚ�KĸĐĞƐ��ůŽƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐΖ��ĂǇ 
WůĞĂƐĞ�ŶŽƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƌŝƐŚ�KĸĐĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�
DŽŶĚĂǇ͕ �&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬ�ŝŶ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐΖ��ĂǇ͘

^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�dŚŝƐ�tĞĞŬĞŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�dƵƌŬĞǇ�ĂŶĚ�^ǇƌŝĂ
�ĂƌĚŝŶĂů�^ĞĄŶ�ŚĂƐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ�Ă� ƐƉĞĐŝĂů� ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ� ĨŽƌ�
Turkey and Syria be taken up this weekend in all parishes 
in the archdiocese. The people in Turkey and Syria are 
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐĂůĐƵůĂďůĞ�ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ͕�ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĂƚŚ͘�
There are reports that the death toll has surpassed 41,000 
ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ� ƚŽ� ƌŝƐĞ͘� &ƵŶĚƐ� ƌĂŝƐĞĚ� ǁŝůů� ŚĞůƉ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
safe shelter and access to food, clean water, and hygiene 
supplies. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
ŚĂƐ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ZĞůŝĞĨ�
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� EĞĂƌ� �ĂƐƚ�tĞůĨĂƌĞ� �ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�
which are working to provide emergency humanitarian 
relief. If you donate by check, please make your check 
ƉĂǇĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ��ƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ� ŽĨ� �ŽƐƚŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ� ΗdƵƌŬĞǇͬ^ǇƌŝĂ�
�ĂƌƚŚƋƵĂŬĞ�ZĞůŝĞĨΗ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵŽ�ůŝŶĞ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ƉĂǇ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�
ďǇ� ŐŽŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŽƐǀŚƵď͘ĐŽŵͬƐƚĐĞĐŝůŝĂďŽƐƚŽŶͬ
ŐŝǀŝŶŐͬĨƵŶĚƐͬĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶͲĨŽƌͲƚƵƌŬĞǇͲƐǇƌŝĂͲĞĂƌƚŚƋƵĂŬĞͲƌĞůŝĞĨ͘ �
Thank you for your customary generosity and expression of 
ƐŽůŝĚĂƌŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ͘

�ƐŚ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ
dŚŝƐ� �ƐŚ� tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ � Ă� ƐƉĞĐŝĂů� ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ� ǁŝůů� ďĞ� ƚĂŬĞŶ�
ƵƉ� ĨŽƌ� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� �ŚĂƌŝƟĞƐ� �ŽƐƚŽŶ͘� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� �ŚĂƌŝƟĞƐ� ŚĞůƉƐ�
ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ� ŽĨ� ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ� ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� �ĂƐƚĞƌŶ� DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ͕�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ� ĨŽŽĚ͕� ƐŚĞůƚĞƌ͕ � ƵƟůŝƟĞƐ� ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕� ĐŚŝůĚĐĂƌĞ� ĂŶĚ�
youth programming, refugee and immigrant services, and 
ĂĚƵůƚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�
ƐĞůĨͲƐƵĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘� WůĞĂƐĞ� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ� ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ� ǇŽƵƌ� >ĞŶƚĞŶ�
ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ďǇ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ� ŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚ͘�dŽ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞ͕�
ǀŝƐŝƚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ůŝŶŬ͗� ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŽƐǀŚƵď͘ĐŽŵͬƐƚĐĞĐŝůŝĂďŽƐƚŽŶͬ
ŐŝǀŝŶŐͬĨƵŶĚƐͬĂƐŚͲǁĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇͲϮϬϮϯ

^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�EĞǆƚ�tĞĞŬĞŶĚ
EĞǆƚ�ǁĞĞŬĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ƚŚĞ� �ŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝŶ� ƵŶĚĞƌĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ǁŽƌůĚ͘� zŽƵƌ�
generosity will help fund Catholic Relief Services, the 
Church in Africa and in Central and Eastern Europe, and 
ƚŚƌĞĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ͗� dŚĞ� DŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�
Archdiocese, Catholic Home Missions, and the Black and 
Indian Missions. Thank you for your generosity.

Prayers & Occasions
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Seeking Married Couples 

for Saint Cecilia’s Marriage 

Preparation Program (Pre-Cana)

KŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ� ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ� ŽĨ� ŽƵƌ�
DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŽīĞƌ�Ă�DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�
Prep course for all engaged couples. 
^ŝŶĐĞ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�^ĂŝŶƚ��ĞĐŝůŝĂ�ŚĂƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�
own course, based on the Archdiocese 
model of Marriage Prep (“Transformed 
ŝŶ� >ŽǀĞ͟Ϳ͕� ŝŶ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ� ĐŽƵƉůĞƐ�
serve as witness couples to lead the en-
gaged couples through the coursework. 

�Ƶƚ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶΖƚ�ĚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞůƉ͊�tŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� Ă�ŵŽŶƚŚ�Žƌ�ϱϬ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ� ůŽǀĞ� ǇŽƵƌ�ŵĂƌŝƚĂů�
experience and wisdom for the engaged couples enrolled in the 
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�WƌĞƉ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �
ďƵƚ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŇĞǆŝďůĞ͘�Our next class is March 4/March 
11!�&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞŵĂŝů�:ƵůŝĂŶŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ĂǀĞůůĞ�Ăƚ�
ƐƚĐ͘ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ͘�dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘

CONCERT TO BENEFIT 

WOMEN'S LUNCH PLACE

Sunday, February 19, 2023 | 7:30 p.m.

ΗDƵƐŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�&ŽŽĚΗ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵƵƐŝĐŝĂŶͲůĞĚ�ŝŶŝƟĂ-
ƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�ĮŐŚƚ�ŚƵŶŐĞƌ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵ-
ŶŝƟĞƐ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ��ƌĞĂĚ͗�͞WƌŝŽƌ�
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕� ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ� ĨŽŽĚ� ŝŶƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ� ŝŶ�DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ�ǁĂƐ�
at 8.2%. The coronavirus pandemic fueled a hunger crisis unlike any 
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ͕�Ăƚ�ŝƚƐ�ƉĞĂŬ�ƌĞŶĚĞƌŝŶŐ�ϭϵ͘ϲй�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĨŽŽĚ�
insecure.” Music for Food’s concerts have raised funds to create more 
ƚŚĂŶ�ϭ͘ϱ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŵĞĂůƐ͘

DƵƐŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�&ŽŽĚ Ɛ͛�ϭϯƚŚ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�Ăƚ�ϳ͗ϯϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�ŽŶ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ �&Ğď-
ruary 19, in New England Conservatory’s Brown Hall. The incredible 
�ŽŶ�tĞŝůĞƌƐƚĞŝŶ͕�<ŝŵ�<ĂƐŚŬĂƐŚŝĂŶ͕�sŝǀŝĂŶ�tĞŝůĞƌƐƚĞŝŶ͕�tŝůůŝĂŵ��ŽůĞ-
ŵĂŶ͕�DĞĞƐƵŶ�,ŽŶŐ��ŽůĞŵĂŶ͕�zŝůŝĂŶŐ�:ŝĂŶŐ͕�:ĞīƌĞǇ�,Ž͕�^ĂŵƵĞů��ĂĐŚ-
ĂƌŝĂ͕��ĂŵĞƌŽŶ�^ƚŽǁĞ͕� ĂŶĚ�<ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�tŚǇƚĞ�ǁŝůů� ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ��ŚĂƌůŽƩĞ�
Bray’s Replay ĨŽƌ� WŝĂŶŽ�YƵĂƌƚĞƚ͕� 'ĞŽƌŐĞ� �ĞŶũĂŵŝŶ Ɛ͛� ͞sŝŽůĂ͕� sŝŽůĂ͕͟ �
�ĞŶũĂŵŝŶ��ƌŝƩĞŶ Ɛ͛�String Quartet in D major͕�ĂŶĚ��ƌŝƩĞŶ Ɛ͛�On This Is-
land͘��ĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĨƌĞĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�tŽŵĞŶ Ɛ͛�>ƵŶĐŚ�
WůĂĐĞ�;t>WͿ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ƐŽŽŶ�ůĂƵŶĐŚ�ŝƚƐ�ϰϬƚŚ�ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�
needed resources to vulnerable women in Boston.

^ƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ΨϯϬн�ĂŶĚ�ΨϭϬн�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŽŽƌ͘ �ϭϬϬй�ŽĨ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�tŽŵĞŶΖƐ�>ƵŶĐŚ�WůĂĐĞͶĂ�ĚĂǇ�
shelter serving women experiencing homelessness, hunger, and pov-
erty in the greater Boston area. Masks are required. To reserve your 
ƟĐŬĞƚƐ͗�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬŵƵƐŝĐĨŽƌĨŽŽĚ͘ŶĞƚͬďŽƐƚŽŶͬƐϭϯĐŽƌĞϯ

Help Habitat for 

Humanity Welcome 

Families to their 

New Homes! 

,ĞƌĞ Ɛ͛�,ĂďŝƚĂƚ�'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ��ŽƐƚŽŶ Ɛ͛��ŵĂǌŽŶ�
tŝƐŚ�>ŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ŵĂŬĞ 

moving into a new Habitat home even 
ŵŽƌĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĨŽƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͊�zŽƵƌ�

ŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�
the lifes of these families. All items on 

ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůǇ�ƉƌŝĐĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�Ψϳϱ͗�
ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĂŵĂǌŽŶ͘ĐŽŵͬŚǌͬǁŝƐŚůŝƐƚͬ

ůƐͬϯϴ<:ϯϲddd^>ϴz͍ƌĞĨͺсǁůͺƐŚĂƌĞ

Saint Cecilia Young Adults 

Catechism study meeting

dŚĞ� �ƌĞĞĚ͗� tĞ� ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐ�
it every week, but what 
ĚŽĞƐ� ŝƚ� ƌĞĂůůǇ� ŵĞĂŶ͍�
:ŽŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ^�z�� �ĂƚĞĐŚŝƐŵ�
study group on Monday,  
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ� ϮϬ� ĨƌŽŵ� ϳ͗ϬϬͲ
ϴ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�ŽǀĞƌ��ŽŽŵ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�
dive into the opening lines 

of the Creed “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
�ƌĞĂƚŽƌ� ŽĨ� ,ĞĂǀĞŶ� ĂŶĚ� �ĂƌƚŚ͘͟ � �ůů� ĂƌĞ� ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͊�
^ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�YZ�ĐŽĚĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ůŝŶŬ͘�
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Ah, lent 

approacheth!

As winter Ordinary Time 
draws to a close, we look 
ƚŽǁĂƌĚ� >ĞŶƚ͕� ƚŚĞ� �ŚƵƌĐŚ Ɛ͛�
ĂŶŶƵĂů�ƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ͘�>ĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�
ŽĨ� ƌĞŶĞǁĂů� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�
for the feast of Easter and 
is marked by the disciplines 
ŽĨ� ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ � ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕� ĂŶĚ�
almsgiving.

dĂŬŝŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĨŽƌ�>ĞŶƚ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ
ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵŝƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ǁĞĞŬ�Žƌ�ƚǁŽ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ
ũƵƐƚ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͘�>ĞŶƚ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ŽŶ��ƐŚ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ǁĞ
ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƚĂŬĞ�Žī�ŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ͕ �ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ
just beginning to think about it. Part of what makes a 
ǀĂĐĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ�ƐŽ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚʹ
up to it.

dŚĞƌĞ� ĂƌĞ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ǁĂǇƐ� ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ� >ĞŶƚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů͕� ďƵƚ� ŝƚΖƐ�
ŐŽŽĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞƐ�ǁĞ�ĂĚŽƉƚ�ĂƌĞ�
not meant to be ends in themselves—an endurance test of 
ƐŽƌƚƐ͘�ZĂƚŚĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ �ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂůŵƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕�
along with whatever else we may take on, are aimed at 
ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐůŽƐĞƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ůŽǀŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘�/Ĩ�ŽƵƌ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĂƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�
fruit, we may need to reevaluate. tĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ǇŽƵΖůů�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�
ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ� ŝŶ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ŽƵƌ�ϴ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�Žƌ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘� ůŝƚƵƌŐǇ͕ �
but we also invite you to give some thought to other more 
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů͘

/ƚ� ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ� ƚĂŬĞ� Ă� ůŽƚ� ŽĨ� ƟŵĞ� ƚŽ� ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�
ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ͘�/ƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽĐƵƐ͖�'ŽĚ�ĐĂŶ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ͘��Ǉ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ƉĂƩĞƌŶƐ͕�
we create a bit of space where God is able to touch our 
hearts. Perhaps we might begin the day mindful that we are 
entering a period of renewal and refocus. We might ask God 
ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂŐĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƌĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŶĐŝůŝĂƟŽŶ͘

>ĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ŐƌĂƟƚƵĚĞ͕�ŵŝŶĚĨƵů�
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ� ŐŝŌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŐƌĂĐĞƐ�ǁĞ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŝŶ� ŽƵƌ� ůŝǀĞƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ�
ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐƟƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌŝŶŐ�
ƵƐ�ĐůŽƐĞƌ�ƚŽ�'ŽĚ͘��ŶĚ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ �>ĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ũŽǇĨƵů�
ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�'ŽĚ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞƐ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ� ŝŶ� ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ͘� /Ŷ� ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ�
,ŽƐĞĂ͕�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƐĂǇƐ͕�Η/�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ŵĞƌĐǇ͕ �ŶŽƚ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ͘Η�>ĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞŶ͕�
ŝƐ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĂǇ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͘

ash wednesday

Ash Wednesday begins our forty days of joyful renewal in 
ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� �ĂƐƚĞƌ͊� dŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ� ĂƌĞ�
mindful of the call to hear the Gospel more fully, receive 
ashes as a sign of repentance. The ashes we use are the 
ďƵƌŶƚ�ƉĂůŵƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ Ɛ͛�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WĂƐƐŝŽŶ�;WĂůŵͿ�
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘�tĞ�ǁŝůů�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ĂƐŚĞƐ�Ăƚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ϴ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ĂŶĚ�
ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�DĂƐƐĞƐ�ŽŶ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͘

�ƐŚ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ� ŝƐ�Ă�ĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů� ĨĂƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďƐƟŶĞŶĐĞ͘�
/Ŷ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů� ƉĞŶŝƚĞŶƟĂů� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�
ǇŽƵ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƵƉ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�>ĞŶƚ͕��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĨĂƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďƐƟŶĞŶĐĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌƚǇ
ĚĂǇ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘�dŚĞ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�&ĂƐƚ�ĂŶĚ��ďƐƟŶĞŶĐĞ�ZĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ
ĂƌĞ�ĂƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁƐ͗

1. Everyone 14 years of age and older is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday and on all the Fridays of 
>ĞŶƚ͘

Ϯ͘��ǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ϭϴ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ϱϵ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŐĞ�ŝƐ�
bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday (the 
ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĂƐƟŶŐ�ĐĞĂƐĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ Ɛ͛�
ϱϵƚŚ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇͿ͘

ϯ͘� KŶ� �ƐŚ� tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ� ĂŶĚ� 'ŽŽĚ� &ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ � ŽŶůǇ� ŽŶĞ� ĨƵůů�
meatless meal is allowed. Two other smaller meatless 
ŵĞĂůƐ͕� ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ� ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͕� ŵĂǇ� ďĞ� ƚĂŬĞŶ�
according to each one’s needs; but together they should 
ŶŽƚ�ĞƋƵĂů�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĨƵůů�ŵĞĂů͘��ĂƟŶŐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŵĞĂůƐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�
ƉĞƌŵŝƩĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚǁŽ�ĚĂǇƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ůŝƋƵŝĚƐ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵŝůŬ�
and fruit juices, are allowed. When health or ability to 
ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐůǇ�ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽďůŝŐĞ͘

4. Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from 
ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ� ƉĞŶŝƚĞŶƟĂů� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘� �Ǉ� ƚŚĞ� ƚŚƌĞĞĨŽůĚ�
discipline of prayer, 
ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĂůŵƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕�
ƚŚĞ� �ŚƵƌĐŚ� ŬĞĞƉƐ� >ĞŶƚ�
from Ash Wednesday 
ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞ� ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�,ŽůǇ�
Thursday. All of the faithful 
and the catechumens are 
encouraged to undertake 
ƚŚĞ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ƚŚƌĞĞ� >ĞŶƚĞŶ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘�
&ĂƐƟŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ĂďƐƟŶĞŶĐĞ͕�
along with prayer and 
ĂůŵƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ͕�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽůǇ�>ĞŶƚ͘
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what does it mean to fast?

dŽ� ĨĂƐƚ� ŝƐ� ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ� ĨŽŽĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ� ĨĂƐƟŶŐ� ŝƐ� ƚŽ�
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĞīĞĐƚƐ� ŽĨ� ŶŽƚ� ĞĂƟŶŐ͘� /ƚ� ĂůƐŽ� ƐĞƌǀĞƐ� ĂƐ� Ă�
ƉĞŶĂŶĐĞ� Žƌ� ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞͶǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ŐŽĂů� ŽĨ� ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐ� ƵƐ͘�
tŚĞŶ� ǁĞ� ĚŽŶ͛ƚ� ĞĂƚ͕� ĨŽƌ� ĞǀĞŶ� Ă� ůŝƩůĞ� ǁŚŝůĞ͕� ǁĞ� ďĞĐŽŵĞ�
hungry. When we are aware of our hunger, we have a 
heightened sense of awareness. If, when we eat too much, 
we have a sluggish feeling, when we fast, we have a feeling 
of alertness. 

&ĂƐƟŶŐ� ŝƐ� Ă� ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů� ĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ� ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ� ǁĞ� ǁĂŶƚ� ƚŽ�
sincerely ask for an important grace from God. It is not that 
ŽƵƌ�ĨĂƐƟŶŐ�͞ĞĂƌŶƐ͟�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ďǇ�ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐůĂƌŝĨǇ�
our thinking and our feeling. It is purifying and prepares us 
to pray more deeply.

WHEN DO I FAST?
Catholics, as a group, are required to fast on only two days 
of the year—Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. On these 
ĚĂǇƐ͕�ĨĂƐƟŶŐ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͘�/ƚ�
means that one eats only one full meal in a day, with no food 
in-between meals. It is understood that two other meals, if 
one eats three meals a day, should not total one full meal. 
KŶĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĨĂƐƚ� ŝŶ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ǁĂǇ͕ � ŝ͘Ğ͕͘�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�
ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ŵĞĂů͘�KĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ĨƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ĨĂƐƚ�Ăƚ�
ĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŚĞůƉĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�
not recommended that anyone with impaired health should 
fast in any way.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ABSTAIN?

dŽ�ĂďƐƚĂŝŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ĞĂƚ�ŵĞĂƚ͘��ďƐƟŶĞŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂŶ�
ĂĐƚ� ŽĨ� ƉĞŶĂŶĐĞͶĂŶ� ĂĐƚ� ŽĨ� ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŚĞůƉƐ� ƵƐ� ŐƌŽǁ� ŝŶ�
ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŵƵĐŚ�ďŝŐŐĞƌ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ͘�KĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ďĞ�ŶŽŶƐĞŶƐŝĐĂů�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶŽƚ�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ŵĞĂƚ�ŽŶůǇ�
to then indulge in a wonderful meal of seafood that I might 
enjoy even more. Many people keep a vegetarian diet and, 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ŵĞĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĂŶ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͘� /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ŽĨ�
>ĞŶƚ͕�ŽŶĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĂďƐƚĂŝŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ŶŽŶͲŵĞĂƚ�ŵĞĂů�ƚŚĂƚ�
/�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ůŝŬĞ͕�ŽŶ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ͘

Stations of the Cross

WƌĂǇŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� �ƌŽƐƐ� ŝƐ�
Ă� ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů� >ĞŶƚĞŶ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
Church. We will pray them as a com-
munity on Good Friday, but you can 
ƉƌĂǇ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽŶůŝŶĞ� ďǇ� ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ�
ǁǁǁ͘ƐƚũĂŵĞƐͲĐĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů͘ŽƌŐͬWƌĂǇĞƌͬ 
ũŬďůƐƚĂƟŽŶƐͬƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘Śƚŵ�

Join the Far-Flung Flock's 

0DUFK�2QOLQH�&RǐHH�+RXU

Sunday, March 5, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. ET

The Remote Fellowship Community, a.k.a. Far Flung 
Flock, is excited to welcome yet another ministry 
leader and member of Saint Cecilia Parish as a special 
ŐƵĞƐƚ͘�^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�DĂƌŬ�>ŝƉƉŽůƚ�
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƵĞƐƚ�Ăƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽīĞĞ�ŚŽƵƌ�ŝŶ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�
2021, when he presented the history of Saint Cecilia.

Mark has been a parishioner at Saint Cecilia for more 
ƚŚĂŶ�ϯϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘���ŶĂƟǀĞ�͞EĞǁ�zĂǁŬĞƌ͕͟�DĂƌŬ�ŚĂƐ�ůŝǀĞĚ�
in the Greater Boston area since he arrived in Mas-
ƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ��ƌĂŶĚĞŝƐ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŵĂŶǇ͕ �ŵĂŶǇ͕ �
D�Ez� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ĂŐŽ͘� �ƚ� ƚŚĞ� WĂƌŝƐŚ͕� ŚĞ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽŶŐͲƟŵĞ�
2nd-grade catechist, member of the Parish Finance 
and Pastoral Councils, and he spearheads the Hunger 
Θ�,ŽŵĞůĞƐƐŶĞƐƐ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͘��ĞĞƉůǇ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝǀŝĐ�
life of Boston, Mark currently serves as the Treasurer 
ŽĨ�tŽŵĞŶΖƐ�>ƵŶĐŚ�WůĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ�
Boards of Community Servings (where he is a former 
�ŽĂƌĚ��ŚĂŝƌͿ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�,ƵŶƟŶŐƚŽŶ�zD���;ƚŚĞ�ŽůĚĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇͿ� ĂŶĚ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚĞĞƌŝŶŐ� ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�
Boston Chapter of Catholic Relief Services. In his spare 
ƟŵĞ͕� ŚĞ�ŚŽůĚƐ� ĚŽǁŶ�Ă� ĨƵůůͲƟŵĞ�ƉĂŝĚ� ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ�
�ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ƌĞĂů�ĞƐƚĂƚĞ�ŽĸĐĞ�ŝŶ�
Brookline, MA.

We are excited to welcome Mark once again and look 
forward to hearing all about the wonderful things his 
ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŝƐ�ĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚŝŶŐ͊

2023 First reconciliation
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Parish Operating Statement

tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƌŝƐŚ�KƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĮƐĐĂů�ǇĞĂƌ�ĞŶĚŝŶŐ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϯϭ͕�
ϮϬϮϮ͘��Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ƐĞĞ͕�ǁĞ�ĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ŶŽƚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐƵƌƉůƵƐ�ŽĨ�ΨϯϬϳ͕ϬϮϭ͘�KƵƌ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝƐ�
ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƚĞŵ�ŽŶ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĮůůĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ďƵĚŐĞƚĞĚ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ǁĞ�
expect to incur during the second half of the year. Consequently, we do expect our expenses to increase as we pro-
ĐĞĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐƵƌƉůƵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞ͘�tĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽĚĞƐƚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ƐƵƌƉůƵƐ͘�

�Ɛ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŵŝŶ-
ŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ͘�tĞ�ƵƌŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚĞǁĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�Ăůů�ƐƚƌŝǀĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�^ĂŝŶƚ��ĞĐŝůŝĂ�Ă�ǀŝďƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�
in our community.

Saint Cecilia Finance Council

Father John Unni, Pastor
�ŽŶŶŝĞ��ůĂŶĐŚĮĞůĚ
Alicia Cooney
Jason Grapski
�ŽůĞ�zŽƵŶŐ

DĂƩ�DĂŐƵŝƌĞ͕��ŚĂŝƌ
David Castaldi
Mark Duggan
DĂƌŬ�>ŝƉƉŽůƚ
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance
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BOSTON COLLEGE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND 
MINISTRY CAMPUS EVENTS/WEBINARS

�Ž�d,��tKZ<͗�dŽǁĂƌĚ�Ă��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŶƟͲZĂĐŝƐŵ
WƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌ͗�dŝĂ�EŽĞůůĞ�WƌĂƩ͕��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�
DŝƐƐŝŽŶ��ŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�^ƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�/ŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ͕ 
sŝůůĂŶŽǀĂ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ
Thursday, February 23, 2023 | 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Hybrid | TML Auditorium, Theology and Ministry 
Library, Room 113  Boston College, Brighton Campus, 
ϭϭϳ�>ĂŬĞ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ�ͮ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ͮ�&ƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ

Father Ed: The Story of Bill W.'s Spiritual Sponsor
WƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌ͗��ĂǁŶ��ĚĞŶ�'ŽůĚƐƚĞŝŶ͕�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ďŝŽŐ-
ƌĂƉŚǇ�ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�Father Ed: The Story of Bill W.'s Spiritual 
Sponsor
Tuesday, February 28, 2023 | 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
�ƩĞŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�;ůƵŶĐŚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚͿ�Žƌ�ǀŝƌƚƵĂůůǇ 
Boston College, Chestnut Hill | Corcoran Commons, 
,ĞŝŐŚƚƐ�ZŽŽŵ�ͮ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ͮ�&ƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ

Praying with Sweetgrass: Becoming Naturalized to Place
WƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌƐ͗�ZĞǀ͘ ��ƌ͘ �,͘��ĂŶŝĞů��ĂĐŚĂƌŝĂƐ�;ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐ-
sor of New Testament Studies at Acadia Divinity College), 
and Dr. Damian Costello (director of postgraduate studies 
Ăƚ�E�//d^͗��Ŷ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇͿ
Thursday, March 9, 2023 | 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Virtual 
�ǀĞŶƚ�ͮ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ͮ�&ƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ

dŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ �ǀŝƐŝƚ͗�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ďĐ͘ĞĚƵͬĐŽŶƚĞŶƚͬďĐͲǁĞďͬ
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐͬƐƚŵͬĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐͲĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͬĐĂŵƉƵƐͲĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘Śƚŵů

BOSTON COLLEGE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AND MINISTRY ONLINE COURSES

Black Catholic Spirituality
March 8 – April 4, 2023 | 4-Week Online Course 
ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚͮ�ΨϯϬ͘ϬϬ
The Gospel of John
March 8 – April 11, 2023 | 5-Week Online Course 
ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚͮ�ΨϲϬ͘ϬϬ
The Psalms: Prayers for All Times
March 8 – April 11, 2023 | 5-Week Online Course 
ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞĚͮ�ΨϲϬ͘ϬϬ

dŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ �ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�^dD�KŶůŝŶĞ��ƌŽƐƐƌŽĂĚƐ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�
ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ďĐ͘ĞĚƵͬĐŽŶƚĞŶƚͬďĐͲǁĞďͬƐĐŚŽŽůƐͬƐƚŵͬƐŝƚĞƐͬĐƌŽƐƐƌŽĂĚƐ͘Śƚŵů

Adult Faith 

Formation Events

HEARING ASSISTANCE IN CHURCH 

dŚĞ� ĐŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝƐ� ĞƋƵŝƉƉĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ĂŶ� ĂƐƐŝƐƟǀĞ� ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�
system. Small receivers are available for anyone who 
may have trouble hearing the sound system. Simply 
request a receiver from one of our greeters before 
Mass.

Mapping the Underground 

Railroad in boston

�Ɛ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ��ůĂĐŬ�,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ�DŽŶƚŚ͕�ǁĞΖƌĞ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ůĂĐŬ� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐ�
in Boston and throughout the United States. Today 
ǁĞΖƌĞ���ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĂŶ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐŝǌĞĚ�ďǇ�
^ƚ͘�<ĂƚŚĂƌŝŶĞ��ƌĞǆĞů��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝŶ��ŽƌĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ͘ �dŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�
WĂƌŬ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďƵŝůƚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ĚŝŐŝƟǌĞĚ�ŵĂƉ�ƚŚĂƚ�
allows you to explore the pivotal role Boston played in 
ƚŚĞ�hŶĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ZĂŝůƌŽĂĚ͘��Ǉ�ĐůŝĐŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǌŽŽŵŝŶŐ͕�ǇŽƵ�
can learn more about the people and places involved in 
ĂƐƐŝƐƟŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ĮŐŚƚ� ĨŽƌ� ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂƉ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚŝŐŚ-
ůŝŐŚƚƐ� ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŽƚĞƐƚƐ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĨƵŐŝƟǀĞ� ƐůĂǀĞ�
ůĂǁƐ͘�dŽ�ŶĂǀŝŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƉ͕�ǀŝƐŝƚ͗�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŶƉƐ͘ŐŽǀͬ
ďŽĂĨͬůĞĂƌŶͬŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĐƵůƚƵƌĞͬŵĂƉƉŝŶŐͲƚŚĞͲƵŶĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚͲ
railroad-in-boston.htm
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�ƵůůĞƟŶ� �ĚŝƚŽƌΖƐ� EŽƚĞ͗� dŚŝƐ� ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ĞĚŝƚĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ǀĞƌď�ƚĞŶƐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚĞŶƐĞ͘

�ƌ͘ � D͘� ^ŚĂǁŶ� �ŽƉĞůĂŶĚ͕� ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ� ĞŵĞƌŝƚĂ� ŽĨ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟĐ�
theology at Boston College, was named the recipient of this 
ǇĞĂƌ Ɛ͛� �ŝǀŝƚĂƐ� �Ğŝ�DĞĚĂů� ĨƌŽŵ� sŝůůĂŶŽǀĂ� hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕ � ǁŚŝĐŚ�
was bestowed in a livestreamed ceremony on campus 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘

�ŽƉĞůĂŶĚ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĮƌƐƚ� �ůĂĐŬ� ĂǁĂƌĚĞĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
medal, which was inaugurated in 2012.

͞tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝǀŝƚĂƐ��Ğŝ�DĞĚĂů͕�sŝůůĂŶŽǀĂ�ŚŽŶŽƌƐ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐ�ǁŚŽ͕�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĞǆĞŵƉůĂƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� ŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂů�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƐƵŝƚ�ŽĨ�ƚƌƵƚŚ͕�
beauty and goodness,” the university said in a release on 
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϲ͕�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ůĂƐƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͘

“Copeland has gained renown for her research in three 
ŝŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƟŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͗�ƐŚŝŌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
human person; the African American Catholic experience; 
ĂŶĚ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ƉĞƌƟŶĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�Žƌ�ƉƌĂǆŝƐͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĞƐ͘͟

The Civitas Medal is only the latest honor for Copeland, 
ǁŚŽ� ƌĞƟƌĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ��ŽƐƚŽŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϭϵͶŽŶĞ�ǇĞĂƌ� ĂŌĞƌ�
receiving the John Courtney Murray Award from the 
Catholic Theological Society of America. She previously 
ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ��ůĂĐŬ�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��d^��ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�
ϮϬϬϯ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƐŚĞ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĂŶ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�Ăƚ�
Boston College, where she earned her PhD in 1991.

Copeland was named a keynote speaker of the Black 
�ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�dŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�^ǇŵƉŽƐŝƵŵ Ɛ͛�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϭ͕�
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌŝŶŐ� Ă� ůĞĐƚƵƌĞ� ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ� ͞η�ůĂĐŬ>ŝǀĞƐDĂƩĞƌ� ĂƐ� WƵďůŝĐ�
dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�WĂǆ��ŚƌŝƐƟ�h^� Ɛ͛�dĞĂĐŚĞƌ�
of Peace Award the same year. She received the Monika 
,ĞůůǁŝŐ� �ǁĂƌĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� �ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� �ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ� �ŽůůĞŐĞƐ�

ĂŶĚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϭ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�
DĞĚŝĂ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϮ�ĨŽƌ�Desire, Darkness, and Hope: 
Theology in a Time of Impasse͕�Ă�ǁŽƌŬ�ƐŚĞ�ĐŽͲĞĚŝƚĞĚ͘�>ĂƐƚ�
ĨĂůů͕� ƐŚĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶĂƵŐƵƌĂů� dŚĞĂ��ŽǁŵĂŶ�>ĞĐƚƵƌĞ�Ăƚ�
Santa Clara University for Black Catholic History Month.

�ŽƉĞůĂŶĚ Ɛ͛� ŽǁŶ� ďŽĚǇ� ŽĨ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ǁŽƌŬ� ƐƉĂŶƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĮĞůĚƐ� ŽĨ�
ǁŽŵĂŶŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͕ �ŽŌĞŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�
ŝŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ��ůĂĐŬ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘�
She has contributed to various works integral to the Black 
Catholic academic corpus, including the landmark text 
Uncommon Faithfulness: The Black Catholic Experience 
(2009). She also authored a book the same year on 
sĞŶĞƌĂďůĞ�,ĞŶƌŝĞƩĞ��Ğ>ŝůůĞ͕�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǀĞŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶͲ�ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�
Catholics currently on the path to sainthood.

dŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�ϮϬϭϬ�ďŽŽŬ��ŶŇĞƐŚŝŶŐ�&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ͗�
Body, Race, and Being is scheduled to be released later this 
year.

�ŽƉĞůĂŶĚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�sŝŶĐĞŶƟĂŶ��ŚĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�^ŽĐŝĂů�
:ƵƐƟĐĞ�Ăƚ�^ƚ͘�:ŽŚŶ Ɛ͛�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ŝƚǇ͕ �ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�
delivering a series of lectures as part of her service, including 
Ă�ƚĂůŬ�ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�͞tŚŽ�ŝƐ�DǇ�EĞŝŐŚďŽƌ͘͟�^ŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ�ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�
Ă�ƚĞƌŵ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ůŽŶǌŽ�>͘�DĐ�ŽŶĂůĚ�&ĂŵŝůǇ��ŚĂŝƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝĨĞ�
and Teachings of Jesus and Their Impact on Culture at Emory 
University beginning in 2020.

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ Ɛ͛� ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ� Ăƚ� sŝůůĂŶŽǀĂ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� Ă� ůĞĐƚƵƌĞ�
ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ� ͞WŽůŝƟĐĂů� dŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͗� �ŶŝŵĂƟŶŐ� WŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ� ĨŽƌ�
ZĞŶĞǁĂů�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŽŶ�>ŝĨĞ͟� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ��ŝǀŝƚĂƐ��Ğŝ�DĞĚĂů�ǁĂƐ�
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ� ďǇ� &ƌ� <ĞǀŝŶ� �ĞWƌŝŶǌŝŽ͕� K^�͕� ƚŚĞ� ƐĐŚŽŽů Ɛ͛� ǀŝĐĞ�
president for mission and ministry.

Ε� EĂƚĞ� dŝŶŶĞƌͲtŝůůŝĂŵƐ� ŝƐ� ĐŽͲĨŽƵŶĚĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ĞĚŝƚŽƌ� ŽĨ� Black 
Catholic Messenger and a seminarian with the Josephites.

M. SHAWN COPELAND TO M. SHAWN COPELAND TO 
RECEIVE CIVITAS DEI MEDAL RECEIVE CIVITAS DEI MEDAL 
ON WEDNESDAY AT VILLANOVAON WEDNESDAY AT VILLANOVA
��������������ǧ����������������������ǧ��������
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Anselm’s dictum that theology is “faith seeking 
understanding” perfectly describes my theological journey. 
Even before I knew the word theology, I struggled to 
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ĨĂŝƚŚ� ŝŶ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŵǇ�
�ůĂĐŬŶĞƐƐ͘� dŚŝƐ� ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ� ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ� ƚŽĚĂǇ͕ � ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ǁĂǇ͘�tŚŝůĞ�/�ŝŶŝƟĂůůǇ�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĞĚ�
about the propriety of faith in what I believed then to be a 
͞tŚŝƚĞ�:ĞƐƵƐ͕͟ �/�ŶŽǁ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĸĐĂĐǇ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�Ăƚ�Ăůů͘

:ĂŵĞƐ� �ĂůĚǁŝŶ� ŽŶĐĞ� ƐĂŝĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞƌĞ� ĐŽŵĞƐ� Ă� ƟŵĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
life of every Black person in America when they must face 
ƚŚĞ� ͞ƐŚŽĐŬ� ͘� ͘� ͘� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŇĂŐ� ƚŽ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ǇŽƵ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƉůĞĚŐĞĚ�
allegiance . . . has not pledged allegiance to you.” And now, 
ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƚŚĞƌ� ŽĨ� Ă� ƐŝǆͲĨŽŽƚͲƚĂůů͕� ůŽĐͲǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕� ϮϳͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚ�
�ůĂĐŬ�ŵĂŶͶĨĞĂƌŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ� ůŝĨĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĂƐ� /�
ĚŝĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂůŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂǀŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵŽƌƚĂů�ƚŚƌĞĂƚ�ƚŽ�Ăůů��ůĂĐŬ�ůŝĨĞͶ/�ĮŶĚ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�
facing the shock that perhaps the “God of Jesus Christ,” 
in whom Black people have pledged faith, has not really 
pledged allegiance to us.

/Ŷ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͕ �/�ĮŶĚ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŶŐ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌŝůǇ�
upon how my theological mind has changed but upon how 
ŵǇ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�
ŝƐ� ŵĂƌŬĞĚ� ďǇ� ƚǁŽ� ďŽŽŬƐ͕� ŵǇ� ĮƌƐƚ͕� The Black Christ, and 
my most recent, Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the 
:ƵƐƟĐĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ.

The origins of The Black Christ began in my childhood. When 
I was six, I heard the whispers of the adults around me 
talking about how awful it was that a church was bombed 
ĂŶĚ� ĨŽƵƌ� ůŝƩůĞ� ŐŝƌůƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ŬŝůůĞĚ͘� /� ĐĂŶ� ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ� ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ�
someone say that “the White man” who did it would 
probably never be caught, and if he were caught nothing 
was likely to happen to him. I now know they were talking 
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϲϯ��ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ďŽŵďŝŶŐ͘

�ƌŽƵŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐĂŵĞ� ƟŵĞ� ŝŶ� ŵǇ� ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ͕� /� ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�
seeing pictures on the news of White policemen with dogs 
ĂƩĂĐŬŝŶŐ� �ůĂĐŬ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ǁŚĂƚ� ƐƚƌƵĐŬ� ŵĞ� ŵŽƐƚ� ǁĞƌĞ�
ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŽŐƐ�ĂƩĂĐŬŝŶŐ��ůĂĐŬ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘�/�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�/�
was watching, but those images were seared into my mind. 
I also remember eavesdropping as my parents talked about 
a man in Mississippi, Medgar Evers, who was killed in his 
driveway in front of his family. My parents discussed what a 
shame it was, but I also heard them say that nothing would 
probably happen to the perpetrator (if he was even caught).

/� ŚĂǀĞ� ŶŽ� ĚŽƵďƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ǁŚŝƐƉĞƌĞĚ� ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ǀŝŽůĞŶƚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽŵƉƚĞĚ�ŵĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�
ask my father why White people didn’t like us. I don’t recall 
ŚŝƐ� ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͕ �ďƵƚ� /� ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ� ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝĨ� /� ĐŽƵůĚ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�
out the reason, then maybe we could do something about 
ŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƚƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƐŽ�ďĂĚůǇ͘�/�
was certain that we must have done something to warrant 
such treatment.

�ŌĞƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŚĂĚ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ͕� /�ƉŝĐŬĞĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŵǇ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘ ��Ɛ�ǁĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͕�
/�ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞�ĂĚĚǇ͕ �/�ĮŐƵƌĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŵǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͟�;ĂƐ�ŝĨ�ŚĞ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶͿ͘

,Ğ�ĂƐŬĞĚ͕�͞dŚĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�ƚŽ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͍͟

I responded, “To what we did that made White people not 
like us and treat us so badly.”

͞KŚ͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ͍͟

“We didn’t do anything. They just treat us like this because 
they want to. It could be anybody; it just happens to be us.”

/�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ƌĞĂůŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƵƐ͕�Žƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ƚŚĂŶ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�Ă�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ůŝŬĞĚ�ƵƐ͘�
tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌǇ�
that there was nothing wrong with Black people; rather, 
there was something wrong with White people. This was 
ŵǇ� ĮƌƐƚ� ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ� ŽĨ�tŚŝƚĞ� ƌĂĐŝƐŵͶƚŚĞ� ŶŽƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� Ă�
problem with White people, the enforcers of the color line.

HOW DO WE KNOW HOW DO WE KNOW 
BLACK LIVES MATTER BLACK LIVES MATTER 
TO GOD?TO GOD?
BY KELLY BROWN DOUGLASBY KELLY BROWN DOUGLAS
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violence of White racism. These experiences also made me 
very wary of White people.

�Ɛ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƌŝŶĞƐƐ�ŐƌĞǁ͕�/�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
the color line that circumscribed and threatened Black life. 
DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ �/�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽůŽƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ĞǆŝƐƚĞĚ͕�
far too many Black children would be born into social 
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĚĞĂƚŚͶŶŽƚ�ůŝĨĞ͘�DǇ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�
to those two children I’d seen crossing the street became a 
passionate commitment to dismantle the White racist color 
line. Ironically, as that commitment grew, my belief in Jesus 
waned.

By my junior year of college, my childhood love for Jesus 
ǁĂƐ�ƐůŽǁůǇ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ĚĞĞƉ�ƐŬĞƉƟĐŝƐŵ͘� /�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�
ƚŽ� ŬŶŽǁ� ŝĨ� ƚŚĞ� :ĞƐƵƐ� /͛Ě� ůŽǀĞĚ� ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ� ĂƐ� Ă� ĐŚŝůĚ�
ůŽǀĞĚ�ŵĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͘�/�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĞĚ�ŝĨ�ŵǇ��ůĂĐŬŶĞƐƐ�
ŵĂĚĞ�Ă�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘��ŌĞƌ�Ăůů͕�ƚŚĞ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
lessons was always pictured as White. This fact alone made 
ŵĞ�ƐŬĞƉƟĐĂů�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ůŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞͶĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ůĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�
the propriety of my love for him.

How could a White Jesus ever care about me, not to speak 
ŽĨ�ĐĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉŽŽƌ��ůĂĐŬ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍��ŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ĐŽƵůĚ�/͕�Ă��ůĂĐŬ�
ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕�ĞǀĞƌ�ŚĂǀĞ� ĨĂŝƚŚ� ŝŶ�Ă�tŚŝƚĞ� :ĞƐƵƐ͍� /�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂŶƚ� ƚŽ�
abandon the church—or Jesus—but I needed answers 
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘� /�ǁĂƐ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ� ĂŶ� ĂŐŽŶŝǌŝŶŐ� ĐƌŝƐŝƐ�
of faith. And then my college chaplain, David Woodyard, 
introduced me to James Cone’s book A Black Theology of 
>ŝďĞƌĂƟŽŶ.

When I opened the book, I could not believe what I was 
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘��ŽŶĞ�ƉƌŽŶŽƵŶĐĞƐ͕� ͞:ĞƐƵƐ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ�ďůĂĐŬ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͊͟�,Ğ�
ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ� ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ͕� ͞dŚĞ�ĚĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� �ŚƌŝƐƚ� ĂƐ� ďůĂĐŬ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�
that he represents the complete opposite of the values 
of white culture . . . [and] leads the warfare against the 
white assault on blackness.” When I read these words, my 
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ͘�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ��ůĂĐŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ůŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�
:ĞƐƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƟŽŶ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ǁĂƐ��ůĂĐŬ�
ůŝŬĞ�ŵĞ͘��ŶĚ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ͕ �ĂƐ��ŽŶĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ͕ �ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�
Jesus “was born in a stable and cradled in a manger (the 
ĞƋƵŝǀĂůĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� Ă� ďĞĞƌ� ĐĂƐĞ� ŝŶ� Ă� ŐŚĞƩŽ� ĂůůĞǇͿ͕͟ � ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ� ŽŶĞ�
with all those Black children who were trapped behind the 
ůŝĨĞͲĚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĐŽůŽƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŝŶŶĞƌͲĐŝƚǇ�ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ͘

�ƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ͕ � �ŽŶĞ Ɛ͛� ĚĞĐůĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� :ĞƐƵƐ͛� �ůĂĐŬŶĞƐƐ� ŽƉĞŶĞĚ�
ŵĞ� ƚŽ� Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ�ŶĞǁ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ� ĨĂŝƚŚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŽĨ�
my grandmother. My love for Jesus was renewed. My angst 
turned to excitement. This discovery marked the beginning 
of my purposeful theological journey. I wanted to learn as 
much as I could about my Black faith and the Black Christ 
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ăƚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌ͘ �tƌŝƟŶŐ�The Black Christ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�
step of that journey.

/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ĮƌƐƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĂĐŝĂůŝǌĞĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŶũƵƐƟĐĞ͘�tŚĞŶ�/�ǁĂƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
seven years old, I remember riding with my parents through 
the inner city of my hometown, Dayton, Ohio. It was a rainy 
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘�/�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�Ă�
ůŝƩůĞ�Őŝƌů�ĂŶĚ�ďŽǇ�ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚ͘�dŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵǇ�ĂŐĞ�
and Black like me. I presumed them to be sister and brother. 
They were a bit disheveled and not properly dressed for the 
ĐŽůĚ�ƌĂŝŶǇ�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ͘ �&ƌŽŵ�ŵǇ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ƉŽŽƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ŚƵŶŐƌǇ͘�dĞĂƌƐ�ĮůůĞĚ�ŵǇ�ĞǇĞƐ�ĂƐ�/�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ�Ă�ůŝĨĞ�
of struggle. In the midst of my tears I made a silent vow to 
one day come back and rescue those two children from the 
blight of Dayton’s inner city.

/ŶŝƟĂůůǇ͕ � /� ĨĂŶƚĂƐŝǌĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� /� ǁŽƵůĚ� ŐƌŽǁ� ƵƉ�ǁŚŝůĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ƌĞͲ
mained young. I would become a teacher and somehow 
ĐŚĂŶŐĞ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ůŝĨĞ� ŽƉƟŽŶƐ͘� �Ɛ� /� ŐŽƚ� ŽůĚĞƌ͕ � ƚŚĞ� ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ůĞŌ�ŵĞ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ŵĞ�Ă�ĚĞĞƉ�
ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƌŐŝŶĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
of our society, especially those who looked like me. I was 
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�Ă�ǀŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ũƵƐƚ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůŝǀĞƐ� ŽĨ� �ůĂĐŬ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ƚƌĂƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ůŝĨĞͲŶĞŐĂƟŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘

DǇ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ǀŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘�/�ǁĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŵŽƟǀĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵǇ�ůŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘�/�
grew up in St. Margaret’s, the only Black Episcopal church 
in Dayton. Nearly every Sunday I would awaken my parents 
and ask them to take me to church, even if they weren’t 
ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ͘�DŽƐƚ�ǁĞĞŬƐ�/�ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ϴ�
a.m. and 11 a.m. services, plus Sunday school in between.

One of the reasons I liked going to church, especially as a 
young child, was that I loved hearing stories about Jesus. 
One of the most compelling yet saddest stories I heard 
was about his birth. I simply could not understand how 
people allowed a baby to be born in a cold barn and laid in 
Ă�ŵĂŶŐĞƌ͘ � /�ĐƌŝĞĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ǁĞ�ƐĂŶŐ͕�͞�ǁĂǇ� ŝŶ�Ă�ŵĂŶŐĞƌ͕ �
ŶŽ�Đƌŝď�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ďĞĚ�ͬ�dŚĞ�ůŝƩůĞ�>ŽƌĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ůĂǇ�ĚŽǁŶ�ŚŝƐ�ƐǁĞĞƚ�
head.” Those words reminded me of the girl and boy I’d 
ƐĞĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĂŝŶǇ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘�^ŽŵĞŚŽǁ͕�/�ŝŶƐƟŶĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŬŶĞǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� :ĞƐƵƐ͛�ŵĂŶŐĞƌ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ŝŶŶĞƌͲĐŝƚǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘��Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŽŶ͕�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƚƌǇ�
ƚŽ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶͶďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�Ă�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�
profound doubt.

I entered college with a deep pride in my Blackness, 
along with an intense understanding of what W. E. B. Du 
Bois meant when he wrote in The Souls of Black Folk that 
͞ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�dǁĞŶƟĞƚŚ��ĞŶƚƵƌǇ�΀ŝŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ΁�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�
problem of the color line.” My experiences of growing up 
ŝŶ� �ĂǇƚŽŶͶĂ� ĐŝƚǇ� ǁŝƚŚ� Ă� ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ� ŽĨ� ƐĞŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĂĐĞ�
riots—and of being called the N-word schooled me in the 
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ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐͶǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘�
�ŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ďĞŶĞĮƚ� ĨƌŽŵ� tŚŝƚĞ� ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐǇ͕ � ƚŚĞ�
more Black life is socially, economically, and physically 
endangered. What therefore became clear to me in this 
part of my theological journey was that White supremacy is 
ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƐŝŶ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ŚĞůĚ�ĐĂƉƟǀĞ͘

/ƌŽŶŝĐĂůůǇ͕ � ƚŚŝƐ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ� ŽŶůǇ� ĐĂƵƐĞĚ� ŵǇ� ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ�
for the faith of my grandmother to grow. I felt indebted 
to a faith that was forged in the midst of one of the most 
ƉĞƌǀĞƌƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŚƵŵĂŶĞ�ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ��ůĂĐŬ� ůŝĨĞ͗�ƐůĂǀĞƌǇ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĨĂŝƚŚ͕�ĂƐ�,ŽǁĂƌĚ�dŚƵƌŵĂŶ�ƐĂǇƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĮŐŚƚ�
against the disillusionment, despair, and the vicissitudes of 
American history.” This was a faith in the Jesus who, in being 
ĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚ͕� ƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚ� ŚŝƐ� ƵƩĞƌ� ƐŽůŝĚĂƌŝƚǇ� ǁŝƚŚ� �ůĂĐŬ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
as they struggled to survive the crucifying cross of White 
ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐǇ͘�dŚĂƚ� :ĞƐƵƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚ�ĂĸƌŵĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂǇǀŽŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�:ŽƌĚĂŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ZĞŶŝƐŚĂƐ͕�
and all the other Black men and women whose lives were 
lost to White supremacist violence. It was in their faces that 
I could see Jesus.

Thus, as my youthful images of Black children crossing the 
street became overtaken with images of Black children dying 
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ĐƌƵĐŝĮǆŝŽŶ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞĨƌŽŶƚ�
of my faith. At the end of that part of my journey, marked by 
ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Stand Your Ground, I was able to echo the 
ǁŽƌĚƐ� ŽĨ� dƌĂǇǀŽŶ�DĂƌƟŶ Ɛ͛� ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͗� ͞DǇ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ǁĂƐ� ďƌŽŬĞŶ͕�
ďƵƚ�ŵǇ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƐŚĂƩĞƌĞĚ͘͟

�Ƶƚ�ŶŽǁ�ŚĞƌĞ�/�Ăŵ͕�ĮǀĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�Stand Your Ground, calling 
out more names of Black lives lost, seeking to understand 
not just the what but perhaps the why of Black faith.

I am Trayvon. Say her name. Hands up, don’t shoot. I can’t 
ďƌĞĂƚŚĞ͘��ůĂĐŬ� ůŝǀĞƐ�ŵĂƩĞƌ͘ � dŚĞƐĞ�ŵĂŶƚƌĂƐ�ĮůůĞĚ�ŵǇ�ŵŝŶĚ�
ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ĂƐ�/�ƌĂŶ�Ϯ͘Ϯϯ�ŵŝůĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽŶŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�
Ahmaud Arbery, who was gunned down by two White men 
ǁŚŝůĞ�ũŽŐŐŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�'ĞŽƌŐŝĂ�ƐƵďƵƌď͘��Ǉ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�/�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�
the run, I was breathless, but not because my legs were 
ƟƌĞĚ�Žƌ�ŵǇ�ůƵŶŐƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǁŝŶĚĞĚ͘�/�ǁĂƐ�ďƌĞĂƚŚůĞƐƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŵǇ�
heart was heavy and my spirit was troubled. Ahmaud had 
become the latest in a long list of young Black lives lost to 
the hate of White racist violence. Then there was Breonna 
Taylor. Then George Floyd.

/Ŷ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� ƚŽ� WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� :ŽŚŶ� <ĞŶŶĞĚǇ Ɛ͛� ĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�
DĂƌƟŶ� >ƵƚŚĞƌ� <ŝŶŐ� :ƌ͘ � ƐĂŝĚ͕� ͞tŚŝůĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ͚tŚŽ�
ŬŝůůĞĚ� WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� <ĞŶŶĞĚǇ͍͛� ŝƐ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕�
͚tŚĂƚ� ŬŝůůĞĚ�Śŝŵ͍͛� ŝƐ�ŵŽƌĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘͟ � /ŶĂƐŵƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǁŚĂƚ�
is killing Black people in this country is about the systemic, 
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐǇ͕ �/�ŚĂǀĞ�
become increasingly aware that it is also about much more 

During this part of my journey, it was Jesus’ manger birth 
that held the most meaning for me. That he was born in the 
ƐƚĂƌŬŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŵĂŶŐĞƌ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�
that Black girl and boy who had made such an imprint upon 
ŵǇ� ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ� ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘� ,ŝƐ� ŵĂŶŐĞƌ� ďŝƌƚŚ� ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚ�
me that he understood the struggles, if not the hopes and 
dreams, of Black children who were trapped in manger-like 
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ͘

:ĞƐƵƐ͛� ŵĂŶŐĞƌ� ďŝƌƚŚ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ� ƚŽ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ŝŶƚƌŝŶƐŝĐ�ďŽŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
those on the outside, that is, on the wrong side of the color 
line. Never theless, as my youthful images of Black children 
crossing the street were steadily overtaken with images of 
�ůĂĐŬ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĚǇŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕� ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ� :ĞƐƵƐ͛�ĐƌƵĐŝĮǆŝŽŶ�
death that came to the forefront of my faith.

^ŽŵĞ� ϱϬ� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ĂŌĞƌ� ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ŵǇ� ĨĂƚŚĞƌ� ǁŚǇ�tŚŝƚĞ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
treated Black people so badly, I found myself asking that 
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ� ĂŐĂŝŶ͘� �ŶĚ� ŽŶĐĞ� ĂŐĂŝŶ͕� ŝŵĂŐĞƐ� ŽĨ� �ůĂĐŬ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƐƚƌĞĞƚ� ǁĞƌĞ� ŚĂƵŶƟŶŐ� ŵĞ͘� dŚĞǇ� ǁĞƌĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĂĐĞƐ� ŽĨ�
Trayvon, Jordan, Renisha, Jonathan, Tamir, Sandra, Michael, 
and so many more. These were young Black men and 
women being murdered at the hands of White people, for 
no apparent reason other than being Black. Worse yet, the 
tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŬŝůůĞĚ� ƚŚĞŵ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ĂǁĂǇ�ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƚ͘�
My father’s words, “nothing will happen to the White man 
ǁŚŽ�ĚŝĚ�ŝƚ͕͟ �ǁĞƌĞ�ĞĐŚŽŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ŵŝŶĚ͘�,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐ�
itself, and I wanted to know why.

Why were our Black children’s lives as much at risk—if not 
ŵŽƌĞ�ƐŽͶĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ͛Ě�ĞǀĞƌ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͍��ŌĞƌ�
Ăůů͕� ƚŚĞ� ŶĂƟŽŶ� ŚĂĚ� ũƵƐƚ� ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ� ŝƚƐ� ĮƌƐƚ� �ůĂĐŬ� ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕�
which signaled to some the advent of a postracial society. 
tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ŽŶ͍� /�ŚĂĚ� ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ͕� ĨŽƌ�ŶŽǁ�ŵŽƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ăƚ�
stake for me than the relief that Black people did nothing to 
deserve such treatment. Our children’s lives were at stake. 
My son’s life was at stake. I needed answers.

dŚŽƐĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�
was about more than White racism and whether or not 
White people liked Black people. It was about the lethal and 
insidious reality of White supremacy that is endemic to the 
ǀĞƌǇ� ĨĂďƌŝĐ�ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͘�tŚŝƚĞ� ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐǇ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
ŽĨ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝĚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�
and privilege Whiteness. Whiteness, therefore, is not a 
ďĞŶŝŐŶ�ƐŽĐŝĂůͲƌĂĐŝĂů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
the capital of White supremacy.

ZĞĐŽŐŶŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ� ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŵǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�
the color line in America. The problem of the color line is 
ŶŽƚ�Ă�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŽĨ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽǀĞƌƚůǇ�ƌĂĐŝƐƚ͘�ZĂƚŚĞƌ͕ �ŝƚ�
ŝƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƟŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�tŚŝƚĞ�ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐŝƐƚ�
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/ƚ�ŝƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĨƵůů�ĐŝƌĐůĞ�ŽŶ�ŵǇ�
ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘� DŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� Ϯϱ� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ĂŌĞƌ� dŚĞ� �ůĂĐŬ�
Christ, I am in the midst of another crisis of faith as I seek 
ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐĞƌŶ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ƵŶƌĞůĞŶƟŶŐ�
war on Black lives.

�Ƶƚ�ŶŽǁ͕�/�Ăŵ�ƉƵƐŚĞĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďǇ�ŵǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂůŽŶĞ�ďƵƚ�ŵŽƐƚůǇ�
ďǇ�ŵǇ�ƐŽŶ Ɛ͛�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ͗�͞,Žǁ�ĚŽ�ǁĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�
'ŽĚ�ĐĂƌĞƐ�ǁŚĞŶ��ůĂĐŬ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ŬŝůůĞĚ͍�,Žǁ�
ůŽŶŐ�ĚŽ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ǁĂŝƚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͍͟�ŚĞ�ĂƐŬƐ͘�
“I get it, that Christ is Black, but that doesn’t seem to be 
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŶŽǁ͘͟ �dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ� /�ŶŽǁ�
ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͘ �>ĞŌ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ŝƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ�
will change my theological mind.

��ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶƚ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ƟƚůĞ�͞^ƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ůĂĐŬ�&ĂŝƚŚ�ŝŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͘͟

~ The Rev. Canon Kelly Brown Douglas is an African-American 
Episcopal priest, womanist theologian, and the inaugural 
Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School at Union Theological 
Seminary. She is also the Canon Theologian at the 
tĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů͘�^ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ĮǀĞ�ďŽŽŬƐ͕�
including The Black Christ (1994), Black Bodies and Black 
Church: A Blues Slant (2012) and Stand Your Ground: Black 
�ŽĚŝĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� :ƵƐƟĐĞ� ŽĨ� 'ŽĚ� ;ϮϬϭϱͿ͘� ,Ğƌ� ďŽŽŬ� Sexuality 
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ůĂĐŬ� �ŚƵƌĐŚ͗� ��tŽŵĂŶŝƐƚ� WĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ (1999) was 
groundbreaking for openly addressing homophobia within 
the black church.

ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĂƚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ�ƐŽƵů�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͘

The soul—that which connects human beings to our 
ĂƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ƐĞůǀĞƐ͕�ĂŶŝŵĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƉĞůůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ͕ �
ƉƵƐŚŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵůůĞƐƚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ŐŽŽĚͶƌĞŇĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŚƵŵĂŶŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ƐŽƵů�ŽĨ�
who we are as divinely made creatures, therefore, is not 
ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ďǇ� ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƌĐƵƌŝĂů� ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƚĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
ŽĨ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ďĞŝŶŐƐ͕�ŶŽƌ� ŝƐ� ŝƚ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
biases of human history. Rather, it is inextricably bound to 
the transcendent arc of the universe that bends toward 
ũƵƐƟĐĞͶƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ŐŽŽĚŶĞƐƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽǀŝŶŐ�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ŽĨ�
God. Our soul connects us to the beloved community, which 
God promises for all of us, a community where all persons 
ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ͘

dŚĞ�ďŽĚŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ůĂĐŬ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ�ƌĂŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͗�
What has alienated America from its very soul, thereby 
ŶŽƌŵĂůŝǌŝŶŐ�ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ��ůĂĐŬ� ůŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŶŐ�Ăůů�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ďĞƐƚ� ƐĞůǀĞƐ͍� dŚĞ� ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͗�
Whiteness itself.

tŚŝƚĞŶĞƐƐ� ŝƐ� ĂŶ� ŝŶŚĞƌĞŶƚůǇ� ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĂů� ĂŶĚ� ǀŝŽůĞŶƚ�
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚ͘�EŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŝƚ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�
who are not White, but most insidiously, it opposes the 
very humanity of a people. Whiteness is soul-crushing, as it 
prevents those who refuse to name and let go of its privileges 
from living into who they are—sacred beings created in the 
image of a loving and just God. White America is alienated 
from its very soul, that is, its humanity. This fact has dire 
consequences for Black lives—and for Black faith.

/Ŷ� ĮŐŚƟŶŐ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ƚŚĞ� tŚŝƚĞ� ƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐŝƐƚ� ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ� ŽĨ� ŚŝƐ�
ƟŵĞ͕�<ŝŶŐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ŵĂŶ�ůŽǀĞ�ŵĞ͕�
but it can restrain him from lynching me. . . . So while the 
law may not change the hearts of men, it does change the 
habits of men. And when you change the habits of men, 
ƉƌĞƩǇ�ƐŽŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƫƚƵĚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͘͟ �
�Ƶƚ� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ͞DĂŬĞ� �ŵĞƌŝĐĂ� ŐƌĞĂƚ� ĂŐĂŝŶ͟� ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ŶĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚ͕�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ůĂǁƐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚͶ
because a heartless and soulless people will defy just laws 
and create inhumane ones.

In this regard, Whiteness has a profound spiritual impact 
ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͘�/ƚ�ƌĞŶĚĞƌƐ�ŝƚ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĂů�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�
ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�ŝƚ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĂŶŐĞůƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ͕�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞĐŽŶĐŝůĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƚƐ� ƐŽƵů͘� �ŶĚ� ĂƐ� ůŽŶŐ� ĂƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐŽƵů� ŽĨ� ƚŚŝƐ� ŶĂƟŽŶ� ŝƐ�
compromised by Whiteness, then Black lives will be at risk. 
dŚŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞĂůŝƟĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƉƌŝƐŽŶ͕� ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ͕ � ƉŽůŝĐŝŶŐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ͞ŐƌĞĂƚŶĞƐƐ͟� ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ� ǁŝůů� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ƚŽ� ŽďƐĐƵƌĞ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞ͕�ůŽǀŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�
ŽĨ�Ă�ĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘
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3DULVK�2IÀFH�	�0DLOLQJ�$GGUHVV
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. & By Appointment
3KRQH | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
(�PDLO | info@stceciliaboston.org
:HEVLWH | www.stceciliaboston.org

3DULVK�6WDII
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Keith Brinkley, Mike Currier, Rudy Flores, Parker Olson, 
Corey Ortiz, Reception
reception@stceciliaboston.org
Christine Burns, Digital Media Coordinator
cburns@stceciliaboston.org
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
tcesario@stceciliaboston.org
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
mdonohoe@stceciliaboston.org
Robert Duff, Director of Music 
rduff@stceciliaboston.org
Giovanna Franchi, Pastoral Minister
gfranchi@stceciliaboston.org
Olivia Hastie, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
ohastie@stceciliaboston.org
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility  
smacdonald@stceciliaboston.org
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
cmelaugh@stceciliaboston.org
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events  
lpickering@stceciliaboston.org

$VVLVWLQJ�&OHUJ\ 
Rev. Terrence Devino, SJ
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ

$XGLRYLVXDO�6XSSRUW
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
mcdeery@gmail.com
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
gedwards@stceciliaboston.org
Vasily Izumchensky, Livestream Sound Engineer
vizumchensky@berklee.edu

6FKHGXOH�IRU�/LWXUJ\
:HGQHVGD\��7KXUVGD\��	�)ULGD\�| 8:00 a.m.
/RUG·V�'D\ | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
+RO\�'D\V | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

%DSWLVP�IRU�,QIDQWV
,QIDQW�EDSWLVP�LV�FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�6XQGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK��)RU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�0DUN�'RQRKRH�LQ�WKH�3DULVK�2IÀFH�

)DLWK�)RUPDWLRQ�IRU�&KLOGUHQ
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact our 
Children's Faith Formation Coordinator, Olivia Hastie, at ohastie@stcecili-
aboston.org.

0DUULDJH
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark  
'RQRKRH�LQ�WKH�3DULVK�2IÀFH�DW�OHDVW�VL[�PRQWKV�LQ�DGYDQFH��

2UGHU�RI�&KULVWLDQ�)XQHUDOV
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
FRQWDFW�WKH�3DULVK�2IÀFH�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

5LWH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�,QLWLDWLRQ�RI�$GXOWV��5&,$�
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process 
through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith 
traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those who 
were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
(XFKDULVW�DQG�FRQÀUPDWLRQ��

&DUH�RI�WKH�6LFN
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�WKH�3DULVK�2IÀFH�� ,W� LV�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH�WR�DQRLQW� WKH�VLFN�
during regularly scheduled liturgies.

&KLOG�$EXVH�3UHYHQWLRQ��&$3��7HDP
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They also provide consultation and support to anyone in the parish 
who has concerns about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please con-
WDFW�/RLV�)ODKHUW\��ORLVÁDKHUW\#JPDLO�FRP���0DULD�5RFKH��PDULD�URFKH��#
gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com), or Erin Young 
(erin.t.young@gmail.com) if you have any questions or concerns.

The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect chil-
dren from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature 
of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment 
for children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situa-
WLRQV��7KH�IXOO�WH[W�RI�WKH�SROLF\�LV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�QDUWKH[�DQG�3DULVK�
2IÀFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH�

)RU�7KRVH�ZLWK�&HOLDF�'LVHDVH
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

+HDULQJ�$VVLVWDQFH�LQ�&KXUFK
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

%XLOGLQJ�$FFHVVLELOLW\
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

3DUNLQJ
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
���'DOWRQ�6WUHHW�QH[W�WR�%XNRZVNL
V�7DYHUQ���IRU������DYDLODEOH�RQ�6XQGD\V�
XQWLO������S�P���DQG�����DIWHU������HYHU\�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN��7R�WDNH�DGYDQ-
tage of this discount, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff 
person during the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the 
H[LW�JDWH��7R�REWDLQ�WKH�GLVFRXQW��SODFH�WKH�WLFNHW�\RX�UHFHLYHG�XSRQ�HQ-
tering the garage into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

-RLQLQJ�2XU�&RPPXQLW\
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods 
in and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around 
the country and arround the world. If you are local, please introduce your-
self to a staff member or drop in for coffee on Sunday. We invite both local 
DQG�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�WR�ÀOO�RXW�D�QHZ�SDULVKLRQHU�IRUP�
on our website. No matter what your background or location, please know 
that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

PARISH RESOURCES


