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PRELUDE | His Eye is on the Sparrow  Carl Heywood 

Brett Maguire, parish organist (b. 1949) 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION | God, Whose Purpose is to Kindle HOLY MANNA 

 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, February 22 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Cynthia Wanner, lector

Sunday, February 23 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Esteban Vanegas, Jr, lector

Sunday, February 23 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Chika Offurum, Laura Melle, Peter Haley, 
lectors

Sunday, February 23 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Bobbi Moran, Mark Richburg, Peter Haley, 
lectors

Sunday, February 23 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Uma Staehler, lector

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS  
Sirach 27:4-7

1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Luke 6:39-45

TODAY'S READINGS 
1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23

1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Luke 6:27-38

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Sunday, February 23 | 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Bill Walsh, Memorial
Mary Cullen, Memorial
Margaret Rooney, Month's Mind
Frederick M. Rooney, 4th Anniversary
Paul Villard, 1st Anniversary
Elizabeth Stapleton, Memorial

Sunday, February 23 | 11:30 a.m.
Virginia Noyes, 3rd Anniversary

Wednesday, February 26 | 8:00 a.m.
James P.B. McDonough, Memorial

Friday, February 28 | 8:00 a.m.
Sadie Beakey, Memorial
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of 
our prayer, especially Jacqueline Lavelle, Glenn Gallo, 
Marc Pelletier, Michele Maniscalco, Fred Tufts, and 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, and Ja-
son Reich.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following newly  
registered parishioners: Maura Lapping of Newton, 
Christine Kane of Cambridge, and Julie Welch and Fran-
cis Hodgens, both of Boston. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliabos-
ton.org.

Pray for the Holy Father
Pope Francis was admitted to Rome’s Gemelli Hospital 
on Friday, February 14 to undergo testing and treat-
ment for a respiratory tract infection. Four days later 
the pope developed pneumonia in both lungs and will 
remain in the hospital through this weekend. According 
to the Vatican, “Pope Francis is in good spirits” and is 
grateful for the prayers being offered for his recovery. 
Please continue to pray for the recovery and restored 
health of Pope Francis.

Stand Against Tyranny of Speech or Action
Pray that every human being will be respected in our 
churches, schools, and ministries regardless of race, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, nationality, or in 
any other category or classification of humanity. May 
we never forget that dehumanizing rhetoric designed 
to strike fear in people’s hearts, or foster the belief that 
God values one nation more than another is contrary to 
the gospel and should be called out as such.

Catholic Appeal 2025
Once a year, Catholics in the Archdiocese are asked to 
join together to support their parish and the greater 
Church by contributing to the Catholic Appeal. The Ap-
peal is a primary means by which we enfold our siblings 
into Christ's circle of care. We hope you can help us 
launch our parish campaign! To make an online dona-
tion, visit bostoncatholicappeal.org.  

Black History Month
During the month of February, we recognize that Black 
history is American history and to divorce the two is to 
perpetuate the systematic oppression and violence our 

siblings of color face. Black History Month is a time to 
celebrate and lift up the lives and achievements of Black 
Americans past and present. We pray that the learning 
happening this month in churches, schools, and work-
places will be meaningful and deep-rooted. And we ask 
God to open our hearts and minds, and to give us spirits 
willing to learn and be transformed. May this month be 
a time of curiosity and sharing, conversations and cel-
ebrations, challenge and encouragement.

Pope Francis’ Letter to the U.S. Bishops
In a February 10 letter to the United States bishops, 
Pope Francis denounced the mass deportation of mi-
grants taking place in the United States, calling it a 
“major crisis.”  The pope also acknowledged the work 
of the U.S. bishops in standing alongside migrants and 
refugees and encouraged all Catholics “not to give in to 
narratives that discriminate against and cause unneces-
sary suffering to our migrant and refugee brothers and 
sisters.” You can read the pope’s letter on page 11 of 
this bulletin.

Special Collection This Weekend for the Support 
of the Church Around the World 
This week's second collection will support the spiritual, 
educational, and humanitarian needs of the Church 
around the world. Your generosity to this collection will 
support the Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the Church 
in Africa, the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, as 
well as three important national Catholic missions: The 
Military Archdiocese, Home Missions, and the Black 
and Indian Missions. 

To learn more about these organizations, please visit 
their websites: 
CRS: www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
Church in Africa: www.usccb.org/africa
Church in Central and Eastern Europe: 
www.usccb.org/ccee
Military Archdiocese:  www.milarch.org
Catholic Home Missions: 
www.usccb.org/home-missions
Black and Indian Missions: 
https://blackandindianmission.org

To donate, please scan the Flowcode 
here. Thank you for your generosity!

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH & MUSIC

In honor of Black History Month, all of the organ preludes 
and postludes this month will feature works by African 
American composers from the collection King of Kings, 
edited by James Abbington. Each week we will share 
a short description of the composers whose works we 
celebrate.

THIS WEEK'S PRELUDE
His Eye is on the Sparrow by Carl Heywood

Carl Haywood (b.1949), a native of Portsmouth, Virginia, 
received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the 
University of Southern California.  Dr. Haywood is  
recognized as a superb choral conductor/organist with 
superior musical acumen. His choirs have performed in 
cathedrals, churches, and performance halls throughout 
the country, and twice at the White House at the invitation 
of President Obama and the First Lady.

THIS WEEK'S POSTLUDE
Jubilate by Fela Sowande

Fela Sowande (1905-1987) was a gifted composer, 
musician, and scholar who worked in his native Nigeria, 
the UK, and the US. He is widely considered to be the 
father of Nigerian art music. He was a prolific musician 
and  author, writing hundreds of choral, organ, orchestral, 
and solo pieces as well as books. He took inspiration from 
West-African, classical European, and American jazz music.

HELP CATHOLIC CHARITIES
NEWLY-ARRIVED REFUGEES NEED OUR SUPPORT

For the past eight years, Saint Cecilia has provided ongoing 
support to Catholic Charities programs that provide aid 
to refugees. We have offered to provide refugee families 
with supermarket and retail gift cards so that they will 
have food and household items while their applications 
for asylum are processed. If you are able to puchase one 
or more gift cards (Visa, Target, Market Basket, Stop & 
Shop, and Shaw's/Star Market—no more than $25 per 
card, please—please either drop them in the offertory 
basket at Mass or mail them to:

Mark Lippolt
Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115

CATHOLIC CHARITIES BOSTON 
SEEKS PLAYSPACE VOLUNTEERS
Catholic Charities Inn, a Safety-Net Shelter run by 
Catholic Charities Boston, is looking for volunteers 
to watch children while their caregiver(s) are in an 
onsite English as a Second/Other Language (ESOL) and 
Workforce Development class. Children and volunteers 
will be in the shelter playroom, which is stocked with 
toys and activities. Volunteers are 
expected to supervise the children; keep 
them safe; and engage in play, reading, 
and other activities with them. Shelter 
staff are onsite for support as needed. 
Volunteers are needed on Tuesdays from 
10am-1pm and on Thursdays from 10am-
12pm at the Brighton, MA location. 

Catholic Charities Inn welcomes people 
to volunteer for one or both shifts. If 
interested, please email Holly Clark 
at holly_clark@ccab.org. For more 
information on Catholic Charities’ many 
volunteer opportunities, please visit: 
www.ccab.org/ways-to-give/volunteer/.
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SIMEON AND ANNA SENIORS
THIS THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 27

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, February 27th. From 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. there 
will be coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there 
will be time for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to 
participate. 

JOIN  OUR CATHOLIC BEREAVEMENT 
SUPPORT GROUP
We are pleased to announce our Lenten Bereavement 
Group, a compassionate and faith-centered space for 
those grieving from loss. Grounded in the teachings of 
Christ, this six-week support group offers a community 
where individuals can share their stories, find solace, and 
experience healing through prayer, Scripture, and loving 
support.
 
If ever there was a season that mimics the passages of 
grief, that season would be Lent where we move from 
darkness to light, loss to gain, fear to trust, sorrow to joy, 
and ultimately from death to life.
 
Whether your loss is recent or long-standing, we invite you 
to join us as we walk together through the journey of grief, 
guided by faith and love. Meetings will be held weekly, with 
an online and in-person option, depending on registration. 
All are welcome to attend. For more information, please 
reach out to Mary Wessel. 
 
Please register at: 
https://forms.gle/jEmnm37NemVqHvFP8

FAMILIES AT CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
INN
Catholic Charities Inn continues to welcome new 
residents experiencing homelessness each month, both 
immigrants and longtime Massachusetts residents. And, 
in some cases, there have been babies born while their 
families have been living at the Inn.
 
This February, in honor of Saint Valentine's Day, we are 
looking to provide much-needed items to the infants 
and children at Catholic Charities Inn. You can get 
detailed information about their Amazon Wish List at: 
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3D73H6OCOQH4K .

We are unable to accept donated items at Saint Cecilia 
at this time. If you would like your donation to be 
acknowledged, please provide your name and address 
in the "Gift Message" when checking out. Thank you for 
your generosity.
 

YOUNG FAMILIES PRAY AND PLAY
A PARISH GROUP FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG 
CHILDREN

Do you have a young child (or children) who enjoy 
playgrounds? If so, we invite you to join our new group 
of Saint Cecilia Young Families for Pray and Play. These 
outings are perfect for children who enjoy a good 
playground but are also intended for parents who want 
to upgrade their playground chitchat. Beginning on 
March 8, the group will meet monthly at a variety of 
playgrounds in Boston and the surrounding suburbs. 
The two-hour getherings will include playground time, 
snacks, and prayerful discussion for parents. If you’re 
interested, please register for the dates that you plan 
to attend and you will receive updates and information 
about the location. Most children will be between the 
ages of 2 and 6, but there are no strict age limits. Here 
are the first three Pray & Play sessions:
 
March 8 | 10-12 p.m. | Somerville
April 12 | 3-5 p.m. | Newton/Watertown
May 10 | 3-5 p.m. | South Boston
 
To stay updated on the latest SCYF news and updates, 
please register your email address here.

https://forms.gle/jEmnm37NemVqHvFP8
http://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3D73H6OCOQH4K
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfi0N0LYolGyuRW4pYnjNkW-MjwPcDod9IvYHFhb-krz06YzQ/viewform
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VOLUNTEER WITH FRIENDSHIPWORKS 
FriendshipWorks has opportunities to support our older 
adult neighbors and make new friends! You’ll visit and 
assist older adults, helping reduce social isolation, and 
enhance the quality of life in your community. If you 
have a friendly, well-behaved pet at home, they may be 
able to join you in bringing joy to someone’s day! While 
volunteers are looking to help others, they often find the 
special relationships formed through volunteering enrich 
their own lives.

Volunteer opportunities include Friendly Visiting, Friendly 
Helping, and Medical Escorts, and are available in Boston, 
Brookline, Newton, Cambridge, and Somerville. You can 
volunteer weekly or monthly, with flexible scheduling, 
and no experience or car is required.

To learn more visit their website: fw4elders.org. 
There, you can fill out a brief volunteer application to 
indicate your interest. For questions, please call the 
Volunteer Coordinator at (617) 482-1510 x147.

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Generous parishioners have donated a supply of children's 
books that can be found in a box in the narthex. Please feel 
free to borrow these during one of our liturgies.

KNITTING MINISTRY
JOIN THE SAINT CECILIA COMMUNITY KNITTING 
GROUP—WE NEED YOU!

Love to knit or want to learn? Our warm and welcoming 
group meets monthly to enjoy fellowship while creating 
handmade items for those in need. From prayer shawls 
and baby blankets to hats, mittens, and scarves, our knitted 
gifts have brought comfort to communities at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, Boston Medical Center’s NICU, and The 
Knitting Connection.

There are many opportunities, but we need more hands! 
Whether you're a seasoned knitter or just getting started, 
your help can make a real difference. Join us and be part of 
something meaningful—one stitch at a time!

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
FEBRUARY 20 - 27

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH
Communion Circle | 4pm | Hale House

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH
Returning Citizens | 5:30pm | Parish Hall
SCYA Women's Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH
RCIA | 6:30pm | Parish Hall

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH
SCYA Men's Group | 7:30am via Zoom

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH
Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10:00 am | Parish Hall

http://fw4elders.org
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If you heard a political candidate espousing 
today’s gospel (Luke 6:27-38) as her or his 

agenda would you vote for her or him? Is today’s 
gospel the platform on which your political party 
stands and governs our nation? If we really are a 
Christian nation, shouldn’t it be? Are you teaching 
your kids the values in today’s gospel or are you 
teaching values of power, violence, winning, and 
just deserts? Do your role models live these values 
or something else? Does today’s gospel really 
represent not just our beliefs but our practices? 
Are you and I doing what Jesus says? If today’s 
gospel is what it looks like to be a follower of Jesus, 
how’s that going for you? 

Last week I said that I had problems with the 
gospel, that continues this week. Those questions 
I just asked come out of my own struggle with 
today’s gospel. They are questions I am asking 
myself. I like what Jesus says. It’s beautiful and 
inspiring. It’s how I want to live and the way I want 
our world to be. But what do you and I do when 
we meet someone who is unloveable, hurts us 
through an unforgivable act, or really is deserving 
of our judgment and condemnation? It’s often not 
this gospel.

I wonder if this gospel even makes sense in today’s 
world of enemies, haters, cursers, and abusers. I’m 
not saying we don’t need today’s gospel, we need 
it more than ever. But, is it really possible to live 
like that? Here’s why I ask that question.

Have you ever ended a relationship, or refused 
to see or speak with someone, because he or she 
betrayed your confidence, spoke critically of your 
child or spouse, or didn’t do what you thought 
should be done? From whom are you withholding 
forgiveness these days? When have you 
condemned or made a judgment about someone 
else’s life and then enjoyed sharing the dirt with 
another? In what ways have you hit back with 
thoughts, words, or fists? Have you ever wanted 
to get even and hurt someone because they hurt 
you or someone you love?

Those, and a thousand others like them, are the 
real life struggles that today’s gospel holds before 

LIVING LARGE
BY MICHAEL K. MARSH

us. I know what that struggle is like and I’ll bet you do 
too. We’ve all been there.  

The world is complex. Relationships are difficult. Life is 
fragile. That’s why we need today’s gospel. And that’s 
why it matters. But it’s not easy.

I don’t think Jesus intends his words to be a “how to” 
lesson. He’s not telling us how to love, reconcile, forgive, 
be merciful, or offer generosity. That’s ours to figure out, 
not his. His words are intended “to stir thought, trouble 
sleep, and provide some wider perspective” (Hollis, 
Finding Meaning in the Second Half of Life, 15).

He’s not telling us what to see, he’s teaching us how to 
see. He’s not giving us the answers, he’s inviting us to ask 
better questions. And that’s what I want us to do. I want 
us to consider some questions about four themes that 

Sermon On The Mount by Thomas Saunders Nash 

Copyright: Artist's Estate, Im
age: M

anchester Art Gallery
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I think run through today’s gospel: tension, behavior, 
choice, and pain. 

Tension 
We all live in that gap between today’s gospel and our 
own patterns of thinking and behaving. We’re always 
negotiating the distance between Jesus’ teaching and 
the reality of our day to day life. 

Do you feel that tension in your life? In what ways 
does it come up for you? What parts of today’s gospel 
conflict with and challenge your politics, your words 
and actions, the messages with which you grew up, the 
values that direct and drive your life? 

In each of our lives there are contradictions between 
who we say we are and who we show ourselves to be, 
between our beliefs and our actions, between our life 
in Christ and our life in the world. How are you holding 
that tension and which side is winning? 

Behavior 
We often think of faith as being about what we believe, 
but what about our behavior? What if faith is about 
how we live? What if it’s about doing the gospel? What 
if our behavior is an indicator of what we believe and 
who or what really matters to us?

Look at your actions and listen to your words in light 
of today’s gospel. What do you see? What do you 
hear? Where is there alignment and where is there 
misalignment? What consequences are your words 
and actions having on others? Is what you say and do 
congruent with today’s gospel?

What behaviors do you need to change or stop for 
the well being of another or yourself? How might you 
better embody and align yourself with Jesus’s words 
today? Do you want to?

Choice 
Every day you and I make one of two choices. We either 
choose to be large or we choose to be small. And what 
we choose affects others. 

If we choose to be small we will keep score, act with 
violence, seek retribution, and make our relationships 
conditioned on who the other is and what he or she 
does. 

If we choose to be large it will be in recognition that 
something other than security, protection, power, 
reciprocity, and balancing the books is seeking our 
attention and animating our life. It will call us to be less 

fearful, less suspicious, less anxious, and less needy. It 
changes our attitudes toward others. It creates space 
for others. 

Which are you choosing these days? Are your choices 
enlarging or diminishing your life? Are you choosing 
the large or the small? Are you choosing another or 
yourself? What would it look like in your life today to 
choose the large and live large? And what would that 
take?

Pain 
One of the things I know is that the pain of the world 
is great. Everyone has a story of pain hidden behind 
the life she or he shows to the world. I can never really 
know what is going on in the life of another. Maybe 
that’s why Jesus tells us not to judge or condemn but 
to be forgiving. Maybe that’s why Jesus tells us to love 
our enemies, do good to those who hate us, to bless 
those who curse us, and to pray for those who abuse 
us. Maybe that’s why we are not to return violence for 
violence. Because we don’t really know the other’s 
story.

That not knowing is why we must continue to hold the 
tension, pay attention to our behavior, and choose 
the large. 

You and I may not be able to diminish or take away 
the pain of the world but neither do we have to add 
to it. That’s the bottom line for me in today’s gospel. 
Are you and I adding to the pain of the world, to the 
life of another? And if we are, what needs to change? 
How can we do things differently? How might we 
stop? Will we stop?

Chances are there is someone in each of our lives who 
is hanging on by a thread; a family member, a friend, 
a colleague, a stranger, someone who is a fixture 
in our life or someone who is just passing through. 
Sometimes we know they are hanging on by a thread, 
other times we don’t. They’re in need of love, mercy 
and forgiveness, prayer, a blessing, compassion, 
generosity, the benefit of the doubt, an open heart 
and open hands. We all know what that’s like, we’ve 
been there too.

Let’s not be the scissors that cuts their thread.

Originally published in Interrupting the Silence on February 21, 2022. 

The Rev. Dr. Michael K. Marsh is the rector of St. Philip's Episcopal Church 
in Uvalde, Texas—a parish in the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas. He has 
served there since 2005. Fr. Mike is also the owner and author of the blog, 
Interrupting the Silence, https:// interruptingthesilence.com, a place for spiritual 
reflection, guidance, and growth, offering practical spirituality grounded in the 
contemplative tradition. We are always grateful to him for his gospel reflections 
and sermons.
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In these blessings Jesus is uplifting those in this 
world who have been ignored, forgotten, trampled 
or pushed to the side.

Blessed are the poor, those who live below the pov-
erty line, not the poor in spirit, but those people who 
don’t have enough for this week, people who aren’t 
making ends meet and are desperately scrounging 
together a life for themselves and their loved ones.  
Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are the hungry, all those who know what it’s 
like to skip a meal, the school children who don’t eat 
when we have snow days and all those folks who are 
standing in line at the Alliance Food Pantry or who 
are first in line when we host a pancake breakfast .  
Blessed are all those who flood the Kroger at the first 
of the month because the food stamps just hit their 
account.  Blessed are the hungry for you will be filled.

Blessed are those who weep.  Blessed are those who 
know what loss feels like.  Blessed are those who are 
white knuckling life, trying to hold it all together for 
others while everything around them is falling apart.  
Blessed are those who occasionally have to go have 
themselves a good cry.  Blessed are those who weep 
now for you will laugh.

Blessed are you when people hate you, when people 
exclude you and defame you on the account of the 
Son of Man.  Blessed are those who are innocent and 
wrongly accused, those who are dismissed and dis-
credited as they work for the common good.  Blessed 
are those who know that the way that the world is, is 
not the way the world should be.  Blessed are those 
who speak the truth in love no matter what the cost.  
Blessed are you when people exclude and defame 
you, rejoice in that day, leap for joy, because your re-
ward is beyond this world.

These blessings, these beatitudes, give us this 
glimpse into what the kingdom of God looks like in 
this world, this kingdom of God that Jesus calls us 
to acknowledge, to see in our midst and to live into.  

PART OF A SERMON 
ON JESUS' BEATITUDES

BY ROBERT ENGLISH

The challenging part of this vision that Jesus casts is 
that this kingdom of God looks so different from the 
vision we get from the world of what our life is sup-
posed to look like.

I don’t know about you, but this seems pretty coun-
ter cultural to me.  It seems like Jesus is teaching us 
to live in this contrary way in this world, he is blessing 
human weakness and vulnerability instead of power 
and wealth, he is uplifting those moments where we 
don’t get it right and don’t have it all together and 
where our life is hanging on by a very thread.  He is 
saying to us in these moments you are blessed, you 
are favored, you are beloved, I am with you, loving 
you into the fullness of life.

The Rev. Robert English is the lead pastor of Clifton 
United Methodist Church, located in Cincinnati’s his-
toric Clifton Gaslight district.
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LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

TO THE BISHOPS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Brothers in the Episcopate,

I am writing today to address a few words to you in these delicate moments that you 
are living as Pastors of the People of God who walk together in the United States of 
America.

1. The journey from slavery to freedom that the People of Israel traveled, as narrated 
in the Book of Exodus, invites us to look at the reality of our time, so clearly marked 
by the phenomenon of migration, as a decisive moment in history to reaffirm not only 
our faith in a God who is always close, incarnate, migrant and refugee, but also the 
infinite and transcendent dignity of every human person.1

2. These words with which I begin are not an artificial construct. Even a cursory ex-
amination of the Church’s social doctrine emphatically shows that Jesus Christ is the 
true Emmanuel (cf. Mt 1:23); he did not live apart from the difficult experience of be-
ing expelled from his own land because of an imminent risk to his life, and from the 
experience of having to take refuge in a society and a culture foreign to his own. The 
Son of God, in becoming man, also chose to live the drama of immigration. I like to 
recall, among other things, the words with which Pope Pius XII began his Apostolic 
Constitution on the Care of Migrants, which is considered the “Magna Carta” of the 
Church’s thinking on migration:
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“The family of Nazareth in exile, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, emigrants in Egypt and 
refugees there to escape the wrath of an ungodly king, are the model, the example 
and the consolation of emigrants and pilgrims of every age and country, of all refu-
gees of every condition who, beset by persecution or necessity, are forced to leave 
their homeland, beloved family and dear friends for foreign lands.”2

3. Likewise, Jesus Christ, loving everyone with a universal love, educates us in the 
permanent recognition of the dignity of every human being, without exception. In 
fact, when we speak of “infinite and transcendent dignity,” we wish to emphasize that 
the most decisive value possessed by the human person surpasses and sustains every 
other juridical consideration that can be made to regulate life in society. Thus, all the 
Christian faithful and people of good will are called upon to consider the legitimacy 
of norms and public policies in the light of the dignity of the person and his or her 
fundamental rights, not vice versa.

4. I have followed closely the major crisis that is taking place in the United States 
with the initiation of a program of mass deportations. The rightly formed conscience 
cannot fail to make a critical judgment and express its disagreement with any mea-
sure that tacitly or explicitly identifies the illegal status of some migrants with crimi-
nality. At the same time, one must recognize the right of a nation to defend itself and 
keep communities safe from those who have committed violent or serious crimes 
while in the country or prior to arrival. That said, the act of deporting people who 
in many cases have left their own land for reasons of extreme poverty, insecurity, 
exploitation, persecution or serious deterioration of the environment, damages the 
dignity of many men and women, and of entire families, and places them in a state 
of particular vulnerability and defenselessness.

5. This is not a minor issue: an authentic rule of law is verified precisely in the digni-
fied treatment that all people deserve, especially the poorest and most marginalized. 
The true common good is promoted when society and government, with creativity 
and strict respect for the rights of all — as I have affirmed on numerous occasions 
— welcomes, protects, promotes and integrates the most fragile, unprotected and 
vulnerable. This does not impede the development of a policy that regulates orderly 
and legal migration. However, this development cannot come about through the 
privilege of some and the sacrifice of others. What is built on the basis of force, and 
not on the truth about the equal dignity of every human being, begins badly and will 
end badly.

6. Christians know very well that it is only by affirming the infinite dignity of all that 
our own identity as persons and as communities reaches its maturity. Christian love 
is not a concentric expansion of interests that little by little extend to other persons 
and groups. In other words: the human person is not a mere individual, relatively 
expansive, with some philanthropic feelings! The human person is a subject with dig-
nity who, through the constitutive relationship with all, especially with the poorest, 
can gradually mature in his identity and vocation. The true ordo amoris that must 
be promoted is that which we discover by meditating constantly on the parable of 
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the “Good Samaritan” (cf. Lk 10:25-37), that is, by meditating on the love that builds 
a fraternity open to all, without exception.3

7. But worrying about personal, community or national identity, apart from these 
considerations, easily introduces an ideological criterion that distorts social life and 
imposes the will of the strongest as the criterion of truth.

8. I recognize your valuable efforts, dear brother bishops of the United States, as you 
work closely with migrants and refugees, proclaiming Jesus Christ and promoting fun-
damental human rights. God will richly reward all that you do for the protection and 
defense of those who are considered less valuable, less important or less human!

9. I exhort all the faithful of the Catholic Church, and all men and women of good 
will, not to give in to narratives that discriminate against and cause unnecessary suf-
fering to our migrant and refugee brothers and sisters. With charity and clarity we are 
all called to live in solidarity and fraternity, to build bridges that bring us ever closer 
together, to avoid walls of ignominy and to learn to give our lives as Jesus Christ gave 
his for the salvation of all.

10. Let us ask Our Lady of Guadalupe to protect individuals and families who live 
in fear or pain due to migration and/or deportation. May the “Virgen morena”, who 
knew how to reconcile peoples when they were at enmity, grant us all to meet again as 
brothers and sisters, within her embrace, and thus take a step forward in the construc-
tion of a society that is more fraternal, inclusive and respectful of the dignity of all.

Fraternally,

Francis
From the Vatican, 10 February 2025

1. Cf. Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, Declaration Dignitas infinita on 
human dignity, 2 April 2024.

2. Pius XII, Apostolic Constitution Exsul Familia, 1 August 1952: “Exsul Familia 
Nazarethana Iesus, Maria, Ioseph, cum ad Aegyptum emigrans tum in Aegypto 
profuga impii regis iram aufugiens, typus, exemplar et praesidium exstat omnium 
quorumlibet temporum et locorum emigrantium, peregrinorum ac profugorum 
omne genus, qui, vel metu persecutionum vel egestate compulsi, patrium locum 
suavesque parentes et propinquos ac dulces amicos derelinquere coguntur et ali-
ena petere.”

3. Cf. Francis, Encyclical Letter Fratelli tutti, 3 October 2020.
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SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL

In honor of Black History Month, we would like 
to highlight the life and work of Saint Katharine 
Drexel. Born in Philadelphia in 1858, Katharine 
was raised to believe that wealth was to be 
shared and redistributed. Her father, Francis An-
thony Drexel, was an internationally renowned 
banker who travelled extensively with his family, 
particularly across the western United States to 
Native American reservations. Witnessing their 
plight, Katharine made it her lifelong mission to 
support numerous missions and missionaries in 
the United States. 

In 1885, Francis Anthony Drexel died, leaving his 
daughters a trust fund worth 14 million dollars. 
While visiting Pope Leo XIII in Rome, Katharine 
asked for missionaries to staff some of the Native 
American missions she was financing. To her sur-
prise, the pope recommended that she become 
a missionary herself. She decided she would give 
herself and her inheritance to God through ser-
vice to both Native Americans and African Amer-

Saint Katharine Drexel | saintdrexel.org

icans. Mother Katharine established a religious 
congregation called the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament for Indians and Colored People. The 
sisters began opening Native American schools 
west of the Mississippi and schools for Black 
students along the southern U.S. border. Dur-
ing her lifetime, Mother Katharine opened, 
staffed, and supported almost 60 schools and 
missions. Her crowning achievement was the 
establishment of Xavier University in 1925, the 
only historically Black and Catholic university 
in the United States. 

Mother Katharine found in the Eucharist the 
source of her love for the poor and oppressed 
and her motivation to fight racism. Her com-
pelling sense of determination and justice fu-
eled her activism despite social prejudice. St. 
Katharine died on March 3rd, 1955 and was 
canonized by Pope John Paul II in 2000. She 
is the patron saint of racial justice and philan-
thropists.

Saint Katharine Drexel playing with children | CNS / Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
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''Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one 
of these least brothers of mine, you did for me." 
(Matt. 25:40b)

Last week, I wrote about Catholic moral teaching 
with regard to migration. I also mentioned the 

polarized nature of the contemporary debate on 
the matter. As part of that wider conflict, some 
political leaders and media pundits have been 
critical of the Catholic Church in the United States 
for its role in assisting migrants.
In this column, I would like to discuss the work 
of the Church nationally and locally: what we do, 
why we do it, and how we do it. I hope to assist 
informed judgement as to the many and varied 
claims and accusations being made about the 
Church's charitable engagement.

Let me begin with the "why." Last week, I argued 
that our response to questions concerning 
migration must always be in the context of God's 
summons to compassion and solidarity. Of course, 
that context is not limited to matters of migration. 
The Lord's Own ministry, example, and teachings 
have shaped the Church in its service to those 
in need. This stance reaches back into the time 
of Israel and the prophets who spoke of God's 
special care for those who were most vulnerable: 
the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the stranger 
(Deut. 10:18).

In Jesus, this established truth of the Scriptures 
finds new depth and intensity as we meet 
Emmanuel, God With Us. Jesus reveals the heart 
of God and the will of God. Jesus also holds up 
a mirror to human beings, revealing our truest 
selves, made in the image and likeness of God. He 
offers us a "new commandment" that we love one 
another as He has loved us (Jn. 13:34).

His grace is a universal gift, offering hope to 
every nation and to every person. Catholic moral 
teaching holds that every life is sacred to God 
and that we are all called to act compassionately, 

THE LEAST OF THESE 
BY ARCHBISHOP 

RICHARD G. HENNING

especially towards those who find themselves alone or 
overlooked. Such is the truth behind the Catholic voice 
for the unborn child in the womb, the elderly poor 
and sick threatened with being discarded, the call for 
justice and for servant leadership for the sake of the 
common good. All of these realities are linked, for they 
may be traced to the Lord's healing and reconciling 
love. He focused the summons in the Parable of the 
Sheep and the Goats. There, He uttered that famous 
and challenging teaching: "Whatsoever you do to the 
least of these, you do so to me" (Matt. 25:40).

Now let us consider the "what." The charitable efforts 
of the Church endeavor to live the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus. Catholic Charities, the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, parish social ministry efforts, the Knights 
of Columbus, Catholic Relief Services, and so many 

Archbishop Richard G. Henning           OSV News photo/Gregory A. Shemitz
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other organizations and community efforts seek to 
help any and all who have need. We proclaim the 
Good News of God with such efforts, but we do not 
demand conversion or even agreement as the price 
of help. We assist people with basic needs, such as 
housing, nutrition, clothing, education, health care, 
and assistance in disaster. Some of that help is on the 
local level as neighbors help neighbors. Some of that 
help is offered nationally and internationally. Help 
is offered without any demand or identity check. If 
someone is human and in need, they will find help 
from the Catholic Church.

You may notice that the "why" and the "what" are 
closely interconnected. These are concrete ways in 
which the Catholic Church lives its own identity as the 
Body of Christ. With that in mind, I turn to the "how" 
of what we do.

The Catholic Church has never existed in a form where 
the faithful worship God without seeking to live the 
faith concretely in the world. From the very first 
generations, Christians were noted for their care of 
the poor, the elderly, and the sick. Over 2,000 years, 
the "how" has taken many forms, and this legacy in 
the life of the Church has produced a remarkable 
array of institutions, associations, and ministries. In 
our country, the Catholic Church is second only to the 
government in efforts for education, health care, and 
social services. Immigrants are among those who seek 
assistance from the services. As noted above, there 
is no "test" of status before such help is offered. The 
only test permissible to us is to determine the need 
and to do everything within our power to help.

One other element of the "how" concerns partnerships 
with others. Catholic charitable efforts often partner 
with similar efforts by other religious and secular 
entities. Over the last century in the United States, 
Catholic institutions and dioceses have also partnered 
with local, state, and federal government agencies. 
Such partnerships frequently evolve because 
government leaders recognize the effectiveness and 
efficiency of Catholic institutions. In such instances, 
Catholic institutions receive contracted government 
funding for charitable work.

Our "why" is that we know the grace of the Lord Jesus 
and seek to live His command to love. The "what" is 
that we seek to help those in need, especially the "least 
of these." The "how" is that we seek partners for the 

sake of the common good, including government, 
and that we engage in many and varied programs 
for education, health care, and social services. So 
far, this may not appear controversial. In fact, any 
well catechized Catholic is familiar with the picture 
presented here. Why, then, is the Church being 
criticized?

First, we are accused of enabling undocumented 
immigration by providing charity to those who may 
not have a legal basis for their presence in the United 
States. The argument is a strange one. As I noted 
last week, it is the responsibility of the government 
of the United States to properly regulate its borders. 
By simply responding to the needs of the folks in 
front of us, we are fulfilling the law of God, and we 
are not violating the law of the land. In fact, the 
United States Constitution protects our right to act 
in accord with our faith by assisting the needy in our 
midst.

Secondly, the Catholic Church has been criticized for 
the funds granted by government agencies for its 
work with migrants. The United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops has much experience with the 
resettlement of refugees. The U.S. government 
has taken advantage of that existing network by 
contracting with the Bishops for such work across 
the United States. Contrary to recent claims, these 
efforts do not profit the Bishops Conference. Rather, 
the Conference commits millions of its own dollars 
for such work and provides an efficient conduit for 
government efforts. I also note that such contractual 
partnerships have been typical of both Republican 
and Democrat administrations.

On the more local level, Catholic Charities of Boston 
and St. Mary's Center have long provided housing 
to those in need. That particular work of sheltering 
people is currently done in partnership with the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. While such 
work was not begun for immigrants in particular, 
immigrants are among those who have benefitted 
from such programs. There is no mercenary motive 
in such efforts. Catholic Charities and St. Mary's are 
remarkable ministries that have helped generations 
of people with great generosity. I am so grateful to 
them and so many others for making sure that those 
in need know that they are loved.

Thank you for allowing me to address you on these 
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important matters. I am deeply aware that all 
that we do as a Church here in Boston is due to 
your faith and commitment. You support our 
parishes, schools, ministries, and charities. I 
hope that these columns are helpful to your own 
understanding and discernment. Thank you for 
your goodness and generosity. As I am sure you 
realize, our exercise of compassion and charity is 
not only a service to neighbor, for, by our work, 
we become the men and women that the Lord 
has called us to be. May the widow, the orphan, 
the poor, the stranger, "the least of these," ever 
find a welcome among us.

Archbishop Richard G. Henning is the Archbishop of 
Boston. 

Originally published on February 14, 2025 by the 
Boston Pilot. 

WITNESSING HUMANITY: 
THE ART OF JOHN WILSON 

NOW ON VIEW AT THE MFA BOSTON 

Born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, John Wilson 
(1922 - 2015) was a prolific artist who drew 
attention to racial, social, and economic 
injustice. Wilson was not defined by medium, 
working masterfully as a sculptor, muralist, 
painter, and lithographer. He explored the civil 
rights movement, anti-Black violence, family 
life, and fatherhood, shedding an intimate light 
on his subjects. Wilson was also awarded a 
commission from the National Endowment for 
the Arts to create a bronze bust of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. for the U.S. Capitol building, which he 
completed in 1986. 

Visit Witnessing Humanity: The Art of John 
Wilson from now until June 22, 2025 at the 
Museum of Fine Arts Boston. 

The Young Am
ericans: Gabrielle by John W

ilson, c.1975                            Im
age: Estate of John W

ilson
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-  
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com),  Erin 
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers 
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, 
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex, 
Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


