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FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
2 FEBRUARY 2025 

 

 
PRELUDE | Retrospection Florence B. Price 
 (1887-1953) 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Gather Your People Bob Hurd 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     
All: Amen. 

  The Lord be with you.      
      All:  And with your spirit. 

PENITENTIAL RITE  

GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony Alonso 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

COLLECT 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING | Malachi 3: 1-4 

  



RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 24: Who is This King of Glory Tony Alonso 
 

 

 

 

SECOND READING | Hebrews 2: 14-18 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Ruah Mass of the Breath of God  Ian Callahan 

 

 

GOSPEL | Luke 2: 22-40 

 
HOMILY  
 

  



NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

 

  



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH! 
We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial contribution to  
our parish is to use the parish Flowcode below.  
 
Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera at the Flowcode 
image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You may need to zoom in a bit to focus on 
the code. 
 
If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston. 
 
 
You can also mail a check to: 
 
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
 

 

 

 



Today’s second collection, as authorized by Archbishop Henning, is to support relief efforts for those affected by the wildfires in 
Southern California.  To contribute, please click on this Flowcode:  
 

 
 

  



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | Now Let Your Servant Go in Peace DICKSON 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 The Lord be with you. 
 All: And with your spirit. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All:  It is right and just. 

 



SANCTUS | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

AMEN | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

 

  



THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 All: And with your spirit. 

 

AGNUS DEI | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion,  
it is possible to make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present  
at the celebration of the Eucharist, Pope Francis invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace.  
We can be assured that when we express our desire to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us  
spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that we encourage you to pray as you  
participate in our live-streamed liturgies: 

 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

Loving Jesus, 
I believe that you 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

 

  





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, February 1 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Elli St. George, lector

Sunday, February 2 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Emily St. Germain, lector

Sunday, February 2 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Mary Ann Hinsdale, IHM, Cathy  
Anderson, and Esteban Vanegas Jr., lectors

Sunday, February 2 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Kelly McClintock, Zachary Boutin, and 
Maggie Giles, lectors

Sunday, February 2 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Uma Staehler, lector

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS  
Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

TODAY'S READINGS 
Malachi 3:1-4

Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 22:22-40

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, February 1 | 5:00 p.m.
The Quilty Family, Special Intention

Sunday, February 2 | 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Vin Maffei, Sixth Anniversary
Cyril D'Souza, Memorial
Peter Paul M. Wheatley, Memorial
Larry Kessler, First Anniversary
Catherine Aloisi, Memorial

Sunday, February 2 | 11:30 a.m.
Alphonse Ferent, Memorial
Mary Olivieri, First Anniversary

Thursday, February 6 | 8:00 a.m.
Sean Houlihan, Memorial

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple
Fra Angelico, c. 1450-1452
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of 
our prayer, especially Mark Brown,  Jacqueline Lavelle, 
Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele Maniscalco, Fred 
Tufts, and Baby Eloise Josephine Mason.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia
We are pleased to welcome the following newly  
registered parishioners: Christie Williamson of Osawat-
omie, Kansas; Susan Levesque of Nashua, New Hamp-
shire; Elizabeth and Garth Rush of Newburyport; Jared 
Richards of Cambridge; and Ronan Foley, Lou Aloise, 
Matthew Lavallee, Claire FitzGerald and Joseph Mc-
Intyre, and Sheila and Greg Serrao, all of Boston. If you 
have not previously registered, you can do so online at 
www.stceciliaboston.org.

Today's Feast
This year, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
(February 2) falls on the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, and the readings assigned for the feast take pre-
cedence over those for the Fourth Sunday. This feast, 
sometimes called Candlemas or the Feast of the Puri-
fication, commemorates Mary and Joseph taking Jesus 
to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after his  birth to 
present him to the Lord. The feast also commemorates 
Mary's ritual purification after childbirth according to 
Jewish law.                  

World Day for Consecrated Life
In 1997, Pope John Paul II instituted a day of prayer 
for women and men in consecrated life. This celebra-
tion occurs on the Sunday following the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord—February 2 (or, this year, 
on the feast itself). Today we pray for all those who 
have consecrated their lives to Christ in the religious 
life by professing the evangelical counsels of pov-
erty, chastity, and obedience. We pray in a special 
way for Fr. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, a member of the So-
ciety of Jesus who is on our pastoral staff; Fr. John  
Predmore, SJ, also a member of the Society of Jesus who  
assists us by presiding at some of our liturgies; Fr. Peter  
Grover, OMV, a member of the Oblates of the Virgin 
Mary who is also one of our regular presiders; Sr. Ann 
Marie Cook, SNDdeN of the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur, and Sr. Mary Ann Hinsdale, IHM of the Sisters, 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary—both Sis-
ters are active members of the parish. May all men and 
women in consecrated life continue to live their lives 

in accord with the gospel of Jesus and respond with  
generosity of heart to the gift of their vocation.

Celebration of First Reconciliation
Next Saturday, February 8, we will celebrate the sac-
rament of first reconciliation with our 26 youngsters 
preparing to receive First Holy Communion on May 10. 
Pray for our second graders and for all the children in 
our Faith Formation Program—that the gentle and lov-
ing presence of God continues to be made known to 
them.

Black History Month
During the month of February, we recognize that Black 
history is American history and to divorce the two is 
to perpetuate the systematic oppression and violence 
our siblings of color face. Black History Month is a time 
to celebrate and lift up the lives and achievements of 
Black Americans past and present. We pray that the 
learning happening this month in churches, schools, 
and workplaces will be meaningful and deep-rooted. 
And we ask God to open our hearts and minds, and to 
give us spirits willing to learn and be transformed. May 
this month be a time of curiosity and sharing, conversa-
tions and celebrations, challenge and encouragement.

Special Collection This Weekend to Support  
Relief Efforts in Southern California
The enormity of the tragedy that has unfolded in South-
ern California as a result of the wildfires is heartbreak-
ing. Recognizing the immediate and growing needs, 
Catholic Charities USA is seeking assistance to support 
their relief efforts. In a spirit of solidarity, Archbishop 
Henning has authorized all parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Boston to take up a special collection in support of 
Catholic Charities. This weekend, February 1/2, we will 
take up this collection. If you would like to donate by 
check, please make out your check to: Saint Cecilia Par-
ish, and write "LA Wildfires Relief" in the memo line. 
We will then forward all contributions to the Archdio-
cese for processing and sending to Catholic Charities 
USA. To make an online donation, please use the Flow-
code below. Thank you for your customary generosity.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
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WINTER WALK BOSTON
NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 | 9:00 A.M.
BOSTON COMMON

The Winter Walk is an initiative that believes ending 
homelessness is within our reach. The mission of the 
Walk is to raise awareness and funds towards that goal, 
and to support organizations that are working on preven-
tion, support, and care for our homeless community.

We hope you can join us on February 9, 2025 on the 
Boston Common, where the 2-mile Walk will begin and 
end. Registration opens at 8:30 a.m. and the event begins 
at 9:00 a.m. Look for the tents on the corner of Charles 
Street and Beacon Street. The goal is that each adult 
walker will raise $100.00—either by paying it as a regis-
tration fee or raising it from family and friends. For the 
ninth year in a row (since the Walk began), there is a Saint 
Cecilia Hunger & Homelessness Ministry team this year 
and we have designated Capuchin Mobile Ministries as 
the recipient of the funds we raise this year. We are sup-
porting Capuchin Mobile Ministries as a tribute to Cardi-
nal O'Malley's more than 20 years of service as shepherd 
of the Archdiocese of Boston. If you would like to support 
our Team, please visit: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/
winterwalk2025-boston/team/980104/. Donations from 
non-walkers will be gladly accepted.

THIS SUNDAY'S FAR-FLUNG FLOCK 
ONLINE COFFEE HOUR
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | 4:00–5:00 P.M.
SAINT CECILIA MARRIAGE MINISTRY

This Sunday afternoon, the FFF will welcome Michael 
and Julianne Lavelle, leaders and facilitators of our parish 
marriage ministry, to our online coffee hour. The parish 
marriage ministry has been a blessing to many engaged 
couples who are preparing for marriage in the Church. 
Michael and Julianne work with a team of married 
couples who present a two-day program that includes 
discussions about the importance of decision making as a 
part of married life. If you have not yet registered for the 
online coffee hour, please use this link: bit.ly/45pDVRa.

The Blessing of Throats
On Monday, February 3, the Church celebrates the 
Memorial of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr. Saint 
Blaise lived in Turkey and Armenia during the fourth 
century and, according to tradition, once saved a boy 
who was choking on a fish bone. From the eighth 
century onwards, Saint Blaise has been invoked on 
behalf of the sick and it has been said that those who 
light a candle in his memory will be preserved from 
illnesses of the throat. At Saint Cecilia, the custom-
ary Blessing of Throats will be given at this Sunday's 
liturgies.

Pizza Following the 6
Join us for pizza and fellowship in the parish hall fol-
lowing this Sunday's 6:00 p.m. liturgy.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH & MUSIC

In honor of Black History Month, all of the organ 
preludes and postludes this month will feature works 
by African American composers from the collection 
King of Kings, edited by James Abbington. Each week 
we will share a short description of the composers 
whose works we celebrate.

THIS WEEK'S PRELUDE
Retrospection by Florence B. Price

Born in Little Rock, Arkansas, Florence B. Price 
(1887–1953) was the first Black woman to be 
recognized as a symphonic composer, and the first 
to have a symphony performed by a major American 
orchestra. She was a celebrated songwriter with 
many of her compositions performed frequently by 
famous singers of her time.

THIS WEEK'S POSTLUDE
King of Kings by Ralph Simpson

A native of Birmingham, Alabama, Raph Simpson 
(1933–2024) was the first African American to earn 
a PhD in music from Michigan State University. 
In addition to being a performer, composer, and 
arranger, he was chair of the Department of Music 
at Tennessee State University.
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
NEXT WEEKEND | FEBRUARY 8/9

"Is there anyone sick among you?"

This question, found in the New Testament Letter of 
James, gives the response that the sick should call for 
the priests of the Church who are to pray over and 
anoint the sick with oil in the name of the Lord. Never 
hesitate to call the parish office to ask for prayer and 
the Sacrament of the Sick prior to surgery or when 
diagnosed with serious illness. This sacrament is not 
to be looked upon as the "Last Rites" but rather as 
a powerful instrument of God's healing presence. 
On February 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
the Church observes World Day of the Sick. This 
observance is a reminder to pray for all those who 
are sick and to recognize and honor those who 
work in healthcare, as well as those who serve as 
caregivers. Next  Sunday, February 9, we will observe 
this day with a special Blessing of Healthcare Workers 
and Caregivers at the 9:30 and 11:30 liturgies. The 
Sacrament of the Sick will be offered after the 5:00 
p.m. (Saturday), and 8:00 and 11:30 a.m. liturgies 
that same weekend. The sacrament is intended for 
those who are living with a physical illness, a mental 
health condition, a spiritual sickness, a substance 
abuse disorder, or the frailty of advanced age. If you 
would like to take part in this special celebration, be 
sure to attend one of these liturgies.

 

DO YOU KNIT OR CROCHET?

Whether you are a seasoned knitter and/or crocheter,  
or are just beginning, the Saint Cecilia knitting and 
crochet community could use you. There are no 
dues to be paid and no required meetings to attend 
(although this group does meet monthly on Zoom). 
You will be provided with yarn and patterns for a 
variety of projects. Even simple headbands bring 
warmth and comfort for those who live on our streets. 
Although this may sound like a cottage industry, it is 
actually a  prayer ministry through which our knitters 
and crocheters respond to those in need. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please 
contact Ann Marie Turo by calling the parish office.

LOOKING FOR FRIENDLY,  
OUTGOING PEOPLE

Do you feel welcome when you step into our warm nar-
thex and recieve an even warmer welcome from one of 
our parish greeters? The ministry of Greeter is an impor-
tant one in parish life. Our parish greeters extend a warm 
welcome to parishioners and visitors as they arrive for the 
weekend liturgy. Greeters also help distribute worship 
aids and bulletins, they answer questions, help with park-
ing validations, invite people to bring forward our gifts 
of bread and wine at the Offertory, and they sometimes 
invite parishioners to assist with the collection. Perhaps 
this is something you can imagine yourself doing. We 
need more greeters at all of our weekend liturgies, but in 
particular at the Saturday 5:00 p.m. liturgy and the 8:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Sunday liturgies. If you're interested, 
you can indicate how often you'd like to be scheduled. 
For more information on being a part of this important 
ministry, please reach out to our Pastoral Associate Mary 
Wessel.

HELP CATHOLIC CHARITIES
NEWLY-ARRIVED REFUGEES NEED OUR SUPPORT

For the past eight years, Saint Cecilia has provided ongoing 
support to Catholic Charities programs that provide aid 
to refugees. We have offered to provide refugee families 
with supermarket and retail gift cards so that they will 
have food and household items while their applications 
for asylum are processed. If you are able to puchase one 
or more gift cards (Visa, Target, Market Basket, Stop & 
Shop, and Shaw's/Star Market—no more than $25 per 
card, please—please either drop them in the offertory 
basket at Mass or mail them to:

Mark Lippolt
Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115

SIT & KNIT 
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | 9:30 A.M.–12:00 P.M.

The next "Sit & Knit" will take place this Sunday, February 
2 from 9:30 to 12:00 in the parish café. Stop by and meet 
our small army of knitters and crocheters who create such 
beautiful fiber arts for the Saint Cecilia community.
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It’s amazing that this is even a question these days, since 
it was for so long assumed as a given, but why should 
Catholics care for refugees and migrants? More broadly, 
why should Christians?

The answer is straightforward. It is part of Jesus’ overall call 
to care for those in need, which finds special resonance in 
the Gospel of Matthew, in which Jesus includes care for 
the “stranger” as one of the litmus tests for entrance into 
heaven for Gentiles and, by extension, for all his disciples 
(Mt. 25:31-46).

In his public ministry, Jesus continually reaches out to 
those who are suffering: the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
forgotten and the excluded, in examples too numerous to 
mention. He is frequently described as being “moved with 
pity” when he sees an individual or a crowd suffering or in 
any way in need. But more specifically, in Matthew 25, in a 
section often called the “Judgment of Nations,” Jesus says 
that if anyone welcomes the “stranger,” they welcome 
him. More pointedly, if you don’t welcome the stranger, 
you don’t welcome him. And how a person cares for the 
stranger, in addition how a person cares for the sick, the 
hungry, the imprisoned and so on, is the litmus test for 
entrance into heaven.

Now, there is some dispute about whom Jesus is addressing 
in this part of Matthew’s Gospel. In the Sacra Pagina 
series of Gospel commentaries, Daniel J. Harrington, 
S.J., a noted New Testament scholar, suggests that the 
probable recipients of this message are Gentiles of Jesus’ 
time, that is, non-Jews. But as Father Harrington notes, 
the implication is clear for all of Jesus’ followers. “If good 
works to Christians are so important for non-Christians 
(and non-Jews) to perform, how much more are they to 
be expected from Christians (and Jews)!” The exclamation 
point is from Father Harrington.

Nations have the right to protect their borders, broadly 
speaking. But this does not absolve the Christians within 
those borders from doing all they can to help migrants 
and refugees. To stand with them. To take their side. And 
telling them “Go home!” is not what Jesus had in mind.

CARING FOR MIGRANTS AND  
REFUGEES IS NOT OPTIONAL 
FOR CATHOLICS

BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ

The desire to protect national borders does not outweigh 
Jesus’ clear command to help the stranger. Nor does the 
difficulty of the venture: Jesus’ commands are not meant 
to apply simply when it’s easy to do so. If that were so, it 
would be excusable to ignore whole groups of people that 
Jesus asks us to help. It’s often a great challenge to provide 
for the poor, to feed the hungry, to visit those in prison and 
to care for the sick. Obviously, caring for large numbers of 
refugees and migrants is a burden (which is often greater for 
poorer countries). Christians are supposed to do it anyway. 
Difficulties, logistics or complications do not negate Jesus’ 
commands.

Jesus’ words also find their roots farther back, in the Old 
Testament. In the Book of Exodus, God tells the people of 
Israel, “You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the 
heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” 
(Ex 23:9). So care for the “alien” does not originate in Jesus. 
But he deepens that call, personalizes it and offers it as the 
clearest test for entrance into the reign of God.

Tactics like mass deportation, therefore, are completely 
anathema to Catholic Social Teaching and contrary to the 
Gospel call to care for the needy. The recently named 
Archbishop of Washington, Cardinal Robert W. McElroy, 
called that possibility “incompatible with church doctrine,” 
and Pope Francis called it “a disgrace.” Such strong language 
reflects the fundamental requirement to care for the poor 
and needy, as commanded by Jesus over and over.

But Jesus’ casting of himself as the “stranger” is rooted not 
only in his deep knowledge of the Torah, but in his own 
experience. As many have pointed out, Jesus himself was 
once a refugee, along with Mary and Joseph. The narrative 
known as the Flight into Egypt, which follows the Nativity in 
Matthew’s Gospel, recounts the story of Joseph being told 
in a dream to flee Nazareth, and travel to Egypt, to escape 
the murderous designs of King Herod, whose plan was to kill 
children around Jesus’ age (Mt 2:13-23).
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As a result, the Holy Family fits the now-classic definition 
of the refugee as a person fleeing their homeland out of 
a “well-founded fear of being persecuted.”

There have been numerous attempts to downplay or 
deny the refugee and migrant status of the Holy Family. 
Some argue that since the Holy Family was still traveling 
within the Roman Empire, they never left their home 
country. Yet the residents of Galilee would certainly 
not have considered Egypt as their homeland. Besides, 
as Father Harrington points out in the Sacra Pagina 
commentaries, Egypt was not under the jurisdiction 
of Herod at the time, so this would have been seen as 
fleeing into a new land, out of “well-founded” fear.

In his apostolic constitution on migrants and refugees, 
Exsul Familia Nazarethana, published in 1952, Pope Pius 
XII makes this point clearly. “The émigré Holy Family of 
Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the archetype of every 
refugee family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, living in exile 
in Egypt to escape the fury of an evil king are, for all 
times and all places, the models and protectors of every 
migrant, alien and refugee who, whether compelled by 
fear of persecution or want, is forced to leave his native 
land, his beloved parents and relatives, his close friends, 
and to seek a foreign soil.”

Pope Benedict XVI was even more direct. In his Angelus 
for January 16, 2011, he said, "Jesus’ parents were also 
obliged to flee from their country and seek refuge in 
Egypt, to save the life of their Child: the Messiah, the Son 
of God, was a refugee."

So let us finally put to rest that the migrant and refugee 
are somehow outside of the call to follow Jesus as a 
disciple. A refugee or migrant is not simply the one 
whom Jesus asks us specifically to care for. Each one is 
something much more: Jesus himself.

— The Rev. James Martin, SJ, is a Jesuit priest, author, 
editor at large at America and founder of Outreach—
an LGBTQ Catholic resource that offers news, essays, 
resources, and community for LGBTQ Catholics and those 
who minister with them. Father Martin is also a consultor 
to the Vatican's Dicastery for Communication and is a 
member of the Synod of Bishops.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
THIS TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 | 7:00–8:00 P.M.

Join our Young Adult ministry this Tuesday for their 
monthy Night of Worship. Parishioners of all ages are 
welcome to come and find rest and healing by spending 
an hour in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Praise and worship music will be led by members of the 
Young Adult ministry. Please use the pavilion entrance 
located on St. Cecilia Street and ring the bell to enter. 
If you cannot  be here in person, we will livestream our 
worship over  Zoom. To receive the Zoom link, please 
call or email the parish office. If you are already on the 
worship night email list, you will automatically receive 
the Zoom link.

WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY

Are you in the second half of life? If so, the Wisdom and 
Mature Spirituality group holds two Zoom gatherings 
each week: Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 
and Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30. While not 
specifically a book club, participants have conversations 
informed by shared spiritual reading and discuss ways 
in which our faith informs and enriches the second half 
of life. The group has just begun reading Jesuit priest 
Gregory Boyle's newest book, Cherished Belonging: 
The Healing Power of Love in Divided Times. For more 
information or to be added to the Wisdom and Mature 
Spirituality mailing list, please call or email the parish 
office.
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SERMON AT A SERVICE OF PRAYER  
FOR THE NATION

BY THE RT. REV. MARIANN EDGAR BUDDE

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our 
hearts be acceptable in your sight, O God, for you are our 
strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

Again, my warm welcome to all who have gathered in this 
house of prayer for all people and for those who are join-
ing us via livestream. As a country we have gathered this 
morning to pray for unity as a people and a nation—not 
for agreement, political or otherwise—but for the kind of 
unity that fosters community across diversity and division, 
a unity that serves the common good. 

Unity in this sense is a threshold requirement for people 
to live in freedom and together in a free society. It is the 
solid rock, as Jesus said, in this case upon which to build 
a nation. It is not conformity. It is not victory of one over 
another. It is not polite weariness or passive passivity born 
of exhaustion. Unity is not partisan.

Rather, unity is a way of being with one another that en-
compasses and respects our differences, that teaches us 
to hold multiple perspectives and life experiences as valid 
and worthy of respect; that enables us in our communi-
ties and in the halls of power, to genuinely care for one 
another even when we disagree.

Those are across our country who dedicate their lives or 
who volunteer to help others in times of natural disaster, 
often at great risk to themselves, never ask those they are 
helping for whom they voted in a past election or what 
positions they hold on a particular issue. And we are at 
our best when we follow their example. 

For unity at times is sacrificial in the way that love is sac-
rificial, a giving of ourselves for the sake of another. In his 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus of Nazareth exhorts us to 
love not only our neighbors, but to love our enemies and 
to pray for those who persecute us; to be merciful as our 
God is merciful; to forgive others as God forgives us. Jesus 
went out of his way to welcome those whom his society 
deemed as outcasts.

Now I grant you that unity, in this broad, expansive sense, 
is aspirational, and it’s a lot to pray for. It’s a big ask of our 
God, worthy of the best of who we are and who we can 

be. But there isn’t much to be gained by our prayers if we 
act in ways that further deepen and exploit the divisions 
among us. Our Scriptures are quite clear that God is never 
impressed with prayers when actions are not informed by 
them. Nor does God spare us from the consequences of our 
deeds, which, in the end, matter more than the words we 
pray. 

Those of us gathered here in this cathedral are not naive 
about the realities of politics. When power and wealth and 
competing interests are at stake; when views of what Amer-
ica should be are in conflict; when there are strong opin-
ions across a spectrum of possibilities and starkly different 
understandings of what the right course of action is. There 
will be winners and losers when votes are cast or decisions 
made that set the course of public policy and the prioritiza-
tion of resources. It goes without saying that in a democracy 
not everyone’s particular hopes and dreams will be realized 
in a given legislative session or a presidential term or even 
in a generation. Which is to say, not everyone’s specific 
prayers—for those of us who are people of prayer—not ev-
eryone’s prayers will be answered as we would like. But for 
some, the loss of their hopes and dreams will be far more 
than political defeat, but instead a loss of equality, dignity, 
and livelihood. 

Given this, is true unity among us even possible? And why 
should we care about it?

Well, I hope we care. I hope we care because the culture 
of contempt that has become normalized in our country 
threatens to destroy us. We are all bombarded daily with 
messages from what sociologists now call "the outrage 
industrial complex," some of it driven by external forces 
whose interests are furthered by a polarized America. Con-
tempt fuels our political campaigns and social media, and 
many profit from it. But it’s worrisome–and it’s a dangerous 
way to lead a country. 
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I am a person of faith, surrounded by people with faith 
and, with God's help, I believe that unity in this country 
is possible—not perfectly, for we are imperfect people 
and an imperfect union—but sufficient enough to keep 
us believing in and working to realized the ideals of the 
United States of America—ideals expressed in the Decla-
ration of Independence, with its assertion of innate hu-
man equality and dignity.

And we are right to pray for God's help as we seek unity, 
for we need God’s help, but only if we ourselves are will-
ing to tend to the foundations upon which unity depends. 
Like Jesus’s analogy of building a house of faith on the 
rock of his teachings, as opposed to building a house on 
sand, the foundations we need for unity must be sturdy 
enough to withstand the many storms that threaten it.

And so, what are the foundations of unity? Drawing from 
our sacred traditions and texts, let me suggest that there 
are at least three. 

The first foundation for unity is honoring the inherent 
dignity of every human being, which is, as all the faiths 
represented here affirm, the birthright of all people as 
children of the one God. In public discourse, honoring 
each other’s dignity means refusing to mock or discount 
or demonize those with whom we differ, choosing in-
stead to respectfully debate our differences, and when-
ever possible, to seek common ground. And if common 
ground is not possible, dignity demands that we remain 
true to our convictions without contempt for those who 
hold convictions of their own.

A second foundation for unity is honesty, in both private 
conversation and public discourse. If we are not willing 
to be honest, there is no use in praying for unity, be-
cause our actions work against the prayers themselves. 
We might, for a time, experience a false sense of unity 
among some, but not the sturdier broader unity that we 
need to address the challenges that we face. 

Now to be fair, we don’t always know where the truth 
lies, and there is a lot working against the truth now, 
staggeringly so. But when we do know what is true, it is 
incumbent upon us to speak the truth, even when—and 
especially when—it costs us.

A third foundation for unity is humility, which we all 
need, because we are all fallible human beings. We make 
mistakes. We say and do things that we later regret. We 
have our blind spots and our biases, and we are perhaps 

the most dangerous to ourselves and others when we 
are persuaded, without a doubt, that we are absolutely 
right and someone else is absolutely wrong. Because 
then we are just a few steps away from labeling our-
selves as the good people, versus the bad people.

The truth is that we are all people capable of both good 
and bad. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn astutely observed that 
"The line separating good and evil passes not through 
states, nor between classes, nor between political par-
ties, but right through every human heart and through 
all human hearts." The more we realize this, the more 
room we have within ourselves for humility, and open-
ness to one another across our differences, because in 
fact, we are more like one another than we realize, and 
we need each other. 

Unity is relatively easy to pray for on occasions of great 
solemnity. It’s a lot harder to realize when we’re deal-
ing with real differences in the public arena. But with-
out unity, we are building our nation’s house on sand. 

With a commitment to unity that incorporates diver-
sity and transcends disagreement, and with the solid 
foundations of dignity, honesty, and humility that such 
unity requires, we can do our part, in our time, to help 
realize the ideals and the dream of America.

Let me make one final plea, Mr. President. Millions 
have put their trust in you and, as you told the na-
tion yesterday, you have felt the providential hand of 
a loving God. In the name of our God, I ask you to have 
mercy upon the people in our country who are scared 
now. There are gay, lesbian, and transgender children 
in Democratic, Republican and Independent families, 
who fear for their lives. 

And the people who pick our crops and clean our office 
buildings; who labor in poultry farms and meat-packing 
plants; who wash the dishes after we eat in restaurants 
and work the night shifts in hospitals—they may not 
be citizens or have the proper documentation, but the 
vast majority of immigrants are not criminals. They pay 
taxes and are good neighbors. They are faithful mem-
bers of our churches, mosques, synagogues, gurdwara, 
and temples. 

I ask you to have mercy, Mr. President, on those in our 
communities whose children fear that their parents 
will be taken away. Help those who are fleeing war 
zones and persecution in their own lands, to find com-
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passion and welcome here. Our God teaches us that 
we are to be merciful to the stranger, for we were 
once strangers in this land.

May God grant us all the strength and courage to 
honor the dignity of every human being, speak the 
truth in love, and walk humbly with one another and 
our God, for the good of all the people  of this nation 
and the world.

Amen.

—This sermon was delivered by Bishop Mariann Edgar 
Budde on January 21, 2025 at an interfaith Service of 
Prayer for the Nation, held at Washington National Ca-
thedral. In this service, leaders from different faith tra-
ditions offer prayers of thanksgiving for our democracy 
and seek healing, unity, and wisdom in the months to 
come and God's guidance in the years ahead.

In November 2011, Bishop Budde was consecrated as 
the ninth Episcopal bishop of Washington. Before be-
ing elected Washington's first female diocesan bishop, 
she seved for 18 years as rector of St. John's Episcopal 
Church in Minneapolis. Bishop Budde's sermons have 
been published in several books and journals and she is 
the author of three books.

WISDOM & MATURE SPIRITUALITY

Are you in the second half of life? If so, the Wisdom 
and Mature Spirituality group holds two Zoom 
gatherings each week: Thursday evenings from 7:30 
to 8:30 and Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30. 
While not specifically a book club, participants have 
conversations informed by shared spiritual reading 
and discuss ways in which our faith informs and 
enriches the second half of life. The group has just 
begun reading Jesuit priest Gregory Boyle's newest 
book, Cherished Belonging: The Healing Power of 
Love in Divided Times. For more information or to be 
added to the Wisdom and Mature Spirituality mailing 
list, please call or email the parish office.

PARISH CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 

LAUDATO SI' GOALS
Each month, Saint Cecilia will focus on a different goal 
from the Laudato Si' Action Platform as part of our effort 
to create a Parish Climate Action Plan. The goals include: 
responding to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor; 
ecological economics; adopting sustainable lifestyles; 
ecological education; ecological spirituality; and building 
community resilience and empowerment.

FEBRUARY'S GOAL | ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION
This goal is about rethinking and redesigning curricular 
and institutional reform in the spirit of integral ecology 
to foster ecological awareness and transformative ac-
tion. Actions could include ensuring equitable access to 
education for all and promoting human rights, fostering 
Laudato Si' themes within the community, encouraging 
ecological leadership (students, teachers), and ecological 
restoration activities.

The curriculum for the Saint Cecilia Children's Faith For-
mation Program includes all seven themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching, including "Care for God's Creation." The 
Saint Cecilia Climate Justice group will meet this Sunday, 
February 2, at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 1. All are welcome 
to attend!

YOUNG ADULT CONTEMPLATIVE 
PRAYER MEETING
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | 2:00 P.M.
FAMILY FLEX CENTER 

Looking for a way to stay grounded and connected? 
Meditation and contemplation are time-honored 
practices in the Catholic tradition, providing a means of 
deepening one's relationship with God and offering ways 
of dealing with the obstacles of distraction and anxiety. 
If you are a young adult between the ages of 18 and 40, 
consider joining the SCYA for a biweekly meditation and 
contemplative prayer group. This group meets every 
other Sunday, after the 11:30 Mass coffee hour and the 
next meeting will be held this Sunday, February 2. If 
interested, please email our Young Adult ministry or call 
the parish office.



PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith  
Formation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers 
in mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program  
(VIRTUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has con-
cerns about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, 
Letitia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


