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31 MARCH 2024 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 
PRELUDE | Rejoice This Day! Douglas E. Wagner 
 

Rejoice this day! The risen King of glory lives once again and from the tomb is free! 
The prison doors of death cannot contain Him, for in his hand alone He holds the key.  
Alleluia! Triumphant, He has risen, and He will reign for all eternity.  
 
Rejoice this day! The risen King of glory calls us from death to everlasting life: 
“Rise from the grave of everything that binds you. Come forth from sin and darkness into light!” 
Alleluia! O blessed Easter promise: We have eternal life and light in Christ! 
 
Rejoice, one day we too will rise in glory! In triumph we will join the risen King! 
With trumpet sound, together we will praise Him, who was and is, and evermore shall be. 
“Alleluia! The Lamb alone is worthy. Death is no more!” forever we will sing.  
Our King of glory! Alleluia! 

 
                    The Arrival of the Queen of Sheeba from Solomon, HWV 67 George Frederich Handel 
 (1685-1759) 
  
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | O God, Beyond All Praising THAXTED 
 

 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 

 
GLORIA | Mass from Age to Age  Chris DeSilva 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
COLLECT 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 
FIRST READING | Acts 10: 34a, 37-43 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Psalm 118: This is the Day the Lord Has Made Michael Joncas 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his mercy endures forever;  
let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.” 
 

2. The Lord’s right hand has struck with power, the Lord’s right hand is exalted.  
I shall not die but live and declare the works of the Lord.  
 

3. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  
By the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes! 

 
 
SECOND READING | Colossians 3: 1-4 
 
 



SEQUENCE | Victimae paschali laudes Plainchant/Mode I 
 

(Full translation is below) 

 
 
 

 To the Paschal Victim, Christians, offer a sacrifice of praise. 
 The Lamb redeemed the sheep. Christ, sinless, reconciled sinners to the Father. 
              Death and life were locked together in a unique struggle. Prince of Life, who died, now he reigns. 
 “Tell us, Mary, What did you see upon the way?” 
 “I saw the sepulchre of the now living Christ. I saw the glory of the Risen One. 
 I saw the angels, his witnesses, the shroud and the garments, too, which once had covered heads and limbs. 
 Christ, my Hope is risen; He will go before his own into Galilee.” 

 We know that Christ is truly risen from the dead; O Victorious King, have mercy on us.  Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Jubilation Mass James Chepponis 
 

   
 
GOSPEL | John 20: 1-9 
 
HOMILY  
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRINKLING RITE | You Will Draw Water Joyfully Tony Alonso 
 

 
 

God indeed is my Savior; I am confident and fearless. My courage is the Lord, for God has been my Savior! 
 
Proclaim God’s name to the nations, tell the world of God’s works.  
Praise the Lord, all you people, how glorious is God’s name! 

 
Sing the wonders God works, make them known in every land.  
O people of Zion, shout: The Holy one is among you.  

 



Come to the River Bob Hurd 
 

 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYERS 
 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 
 
 

Today’s collection will benefit Clergy Trust which provides programs and support to care for the health and 
well-being of all active and senior diocesan priests in good standing. By supporting this collection, you are 
helping to ensure that our active priests receive the care they need to continue their important work and our 
senior priests have support and access to quality care. This collection is a critical source of funding for the 
Trust and your generosity is greatly appreciated. On behalf of Father John and the priests of the Archdiocese 
who benefit from the support of Clergy Trust, thank you so much for your continued support and 
generosity. To donate online visit:  
 
https://clergytrust.org/easter/ or https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/easter-2024-clergy-
health-trust  or use the Flowcode below.  
 
 

 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS |Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 
 

 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 The Lord be with you. 

 All: And with your spirit. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right and just. 
 



HOLY, HOLY | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 
 

 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 
 

 
 
GREAT AMEN | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 
 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 



  LAMB OF GOD | Mass of Creation Marty Haugen 
 

 
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

It is a long-held Catholic belief that when circumstances prevent one from receiving Holy Communion,  
it is possible to make an “Act of Spiritual Communion.” When we are unable to be physically present  
at the celebration of the Eucharist, Pope Francis invites Catholics to say this prayer as a source of grace.  
We can be assured that when we express our desire to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God will be with us  
spiritually in a special way. Here is an Act of Spiritual Communion that we encourage you to pray as you  
participate in our live-streamed liturgies: 

 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

Loving Jesus, 
I believe that you 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you.  

 
 

 



COMMUNION | Make Us One Chris De Silva 
 

 
 



 
 
Here I Am, Lord Dan Schutte 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Take and Eat Michael Joncas 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Pan de Vida Bob Hurd 

 
 



 
CONCLUDING RITES 

 The Lord be with you.     

 All: And with your spirit. 
 
 May almighty God bless you, the Father, (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 
 Go forth, the Mass is ended.   

 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

RECESSIONAL | Jesus Christ is Risen Today EASTER HYMN 

 
 
 



 
POSTLUDE |    Toccata in F Major from Organ Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 Charles-Marie Widor 
 (1844-1937) 
                                Brett Maguire, organ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music in this worship aid is printed with permission under Onelicense.net #A700-137. 

 

For information on becoming involved or supporting the music program at Saint Cecilia,  
please contact Dr. Robert Duff at 617-536-4548 or email: RDuff@stceciliaboston.org. 

 



Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish from 
the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. Our 
church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported from 
Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ life. On 
the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and above it 
are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—framed 
by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces originally 
designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began a 
massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, and 
3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to issues 
of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with the 
legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we honor 
tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

happy easter!



Hi friends! Happy Easter!!
 
Thank you for being with us today and throughout the whole Triduum. What a wonderful three days to journey 
together in our yearly 3-day commemoration of the Paschal Mystery (the Lord’s life, death, and resurrection) 
reminding us of what we’re about here on this earth and what awaits us, certainly after the last breath, but even 
along the way! Easter Sunday is the day we celebrate for we truly are a resurrection people. We don’t get stuck 
on Good Friday, but we rise to Sunday!
 
Thank you to all of you who are here week after week even with challenging parking options and wicked long 
homilies (somebody oughta tell that windbag!) But the community that is forming, the beautiful music we sing, 
the gathering at the altar and the gathering downstairs in the café, the opportunities to serve and get involved…
I hope THESE are the things that keep you coming back and, not only going to church, but BEING part of and 
participating in this community of believers! There is so much good that is happening here and it’s because of 
YOU! Thank you!
 
I also want to thank you “Far-Flung Flockers” who join every week from all over the country and in different parts 
of the world. YOU are such a wonderful and integral part of this community here at St. Cecilia! Your support, your 
encouragement, your kindness, and love have been overwhelming! There are approximately 2000-2500 devices 
all logged on at the same time on Sunday morning (you California, Oregon, and Seattle people are crazy getting 
up that early!) The algorithm average says that at least 2.3 or 3.2 sets of eyes may be watching per device. By the 
middle to the end of the week, there are 6-10K views. This is very humbling to hear and know. I hope that we are 
the conduit of the Spirit through this ministry here at Saint Cecilia. We do not want to take anyone away from 
their own parishes or from communion but hope this can be an additional way to hear the message in this digital 
age. Again, thank you!
 
With all that is happening in the world today, especially the acute and unfolding humanitarian unjust disaster 
in Gaza, the incomplete unjust release of hostages, the beginning of the third year of the unjust war in Ukraine, 
and with the daily devolving unjust situation in Haiti with the gangs (and these are just the countries in the 
news all the time), we are called to be a resurrection people by being interested in the least of our sisters and 
brothers in these places around us. We are called to be a people of hope (and it’s not always easy), a people 
who “see and believe” as the apostle John does in today’s gospel. There is so much injustice in the world where 
things are just not right. Justice means being in “right relationship” and we are not in right relationship as human 
beings in these world areas just mentioned. We are not in right relationship right here in our country when we 
disparage migrants, immigrants, addicts, alcoholics, and those unhoused. We are not in right relationship when we are 
racist, judgmental, cheap, unhelpful, and unkind.
 
What does it mean for us to think about these things in light of being here in America?
 
So, today tells us that the light always overcomes the darkness, literally as at the Easter Vigil and figuratively as 
in society. Are we people of the light? What does this mean for us in what we do for a career, how we “do” that 
career, or how we are in the world? Are we really an Easter people?
 
Thank you for being light and goodness to me and to all of us here at St. C’s. Hopefully, it’s reciprocal to the best 
of our ability. We’re certainly not perfect but we are all doing our best. So, on behalf of the entire staff, all the 
ministerial volunteers, and everyone here, Happy Easter! Thank you! Be in the light! Work for justice and be a 
person of hope!
 
God bless you all! Happy Easter!

A Letter from the pastor
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

Ministers OF THE LITURGY

 

Saturday, March 30 | 8:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, concelebrant
Karen McMenamy, Kelly McClintock, Julie DesAutels, 
Esteban Vanegas, Chika Offurum, Moira Macdonald, 
Ritika Philip, Tom O'Brien, and Letitia Howland, lectors

Sunday, March 31 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ, celebrant
Maggie Giles and Peter Haley, lector

Sunday, March 31 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Karen Vachon, Rosaria Salerno, and Christie Hedges, lectors

Sunday, March 31 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Gabby Turco and Bobbi Moran, lectors

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORT OF SAINT CECILIA PARISH!

SCAN THIS CODE 
FOR OFFERTORY GIVING.

Our Community news

Easter Sunday READINGS

Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Colossians 3:1-4

John 20:1-9

Vigil READINGS

Genesis 1:1-2:2, Genesis 22:1-18
Exodus 14:15-15:1, Isaiah 55:1-11

Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4, 
Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28

Romans 6:3-11, Mark 16:1-7
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Our Sick
Please pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of 
our prayer, especially Jacqueline Lavelle, Glenn Gallo, Marc 
Pelletier, Michele Maniscalco, and Fred Tufts.

Our Newest Members
At this weekend's Great Vigil of Easter, we celebrate the 
initiation of new Christians in the Easter waters. Eliana 
Coy, Junyi Fang, Motoy Kuno-Lewis, Andy Moore, Mike 
Sheridan, Matthew Steinschneider, and Nima Valibeig will 
profess their faith in Christ and be baptized, confirmed, and 
welcomed to the Eucharistic table. Maria Chandler, Stuart 
Fross, Joshua Neuberger, Rebekah Neuberger, Aleksandra 
Picariello, and Jordan Cady (all who were already baptized 
in other Christian traditions) will be received into the full 
communion of the Catholic Church and be confirmed and 
welcomed to the table of the Lord. Aitana Poey Rodriguez 
and Eleanor Sanderson were baptized in the Catholic 
Church but did not receive further catechesis. They will be 
confirmed and receive Eucharist for the first time. Andrew 
Le and Leon LeBlond are Catholics who will be confirmed.

Keep these men and women, and the RCIA team that will 
accompany them, in your prayers as they begin the period 
known as "mystagogia." Mystagogia is an ancient Greek 
word meaning, "education in the mysteries." Christian 
believers in the first century used the word mystagogia 
to describe the period of continuing spiritual instruction 
following the celebration of the initiation rites. We also 
invite you, as fellow parishioners, to support and welcome 
them during these weeks. 
 
Welcome Our Newly Initiated!
We invite you to help us welcome our newly initiated 
parishioners with a cake on the Second Sunday of Easter, 
April 7, after the 11:30 Mass. All are welcome!

Mass Time Change & Coffee Hospitality
There will be no 6:00 Mass on Easter, but we will conclude 
our celebration of the Paschal Triduum with Evening Prayer 
at 6:00 on Zoom. Also, there will be no coffee Hospitality in 
the Parish Hall on Easter Sunday as we'd like our dedicated 
volunteers to enjoy the Easter festivities. 

Easter Collection
At all our Easter Masses, our only collection will be to 
support the retirement, medical, and financial needs 
of priests in good standing throughout the Archdiocese 
of Boston. On behalf of all of our priests, thank you 

in advance for your generosity. For more information, 
please visit www.clergytrust.org. To donate online visit: 
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/
easter-2024-clergy-health-trust

Catholic Appeal Update
Because of your generous support, we have reached 
65% of our monetary goal and 55% of our donor goal. 
Thank you for responding in faith, hope, and char-
ity by making a gift to this year's Catholic Appeal. 
We are stronger together and your generous partici-
pation is greatly appreciated! You can donate here: 
https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/

Prayers & Occasions
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Spring is traditionally the time of year when the majority of the nonprofit 
agencies Saint Cecilia supports through our Hunger & Homelessness Ministry 

have their most critical fundraisers. We invite you to learn more below.

Sunday, April 7
Music for Food Concert to Benefit Women’s Lunch Place

Location: New England Conservatory 
Information about the event: https://musicforfood.net/boston

Wednesday, May 1
LifeSavor — Community Servings

Location: Davio’s Northern Italian Steakhouse Galleria, Back Bay 
Information about the event: https://www.servings.org/lifesavor/

Thursday, May 2 
Home Remedy — Pine Street Inn

Location: Hilton Boston Park Plaza Hotel | Information about the event: 
https://www.pinestreetinn.org/about-us/home-remedy

Friday, May 10 
Eat Lunch Give — Women's Lunch Place

Location: Oriental Ballroom, Mandarin Oriental | Information about the event: 
https://womenslunchplace.org/eat-lunch-give

Monday, May 13 
Medicine that Matters Gala — Boston Health Care for the Homeless 

Location: Renaissance Boston Waterfront Hotel | Information about the event: 
https://www.bhchp.org/events/2024-gala/ 

Sunday, May 19 
Elderbration — Friendship Works 

Location: Jamaica Pond | Information about the event: 
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/elderbration2024/

Wednesday, May 29 
Spring Celebration — Catholic Charities 

Location: Wharf Room, Boston Harbor Hotel | Information about the event: 
https://www.ccab.org/news-updates/catholic-charities-spring-celebration-2024/

For more information about any of these events, 
please email our Hunger and Homelessness 
Ministry at their ministry email address.

Support our nonprofit partners



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS — JUST 5 WEEKS AWAY!

This year, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) election will be held on the weekend of May 4/5. There are three seats to 
be filled, each for a 3-year term. This is an exciting and critical time for our parish and serving on the Parish Pastoral 
Council is a significant way of contributing to our vibrancy and growth. Please take the time to vote, and if you feel 
inspired, consider running for one the open seats.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO RUN FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE PARISH COUNCIL?

I. You must be a registered member of our community and at least eighteen years old. You can register by 
visiting our website at https://www.stceciliaboston.org/joining-our-parish/ or by filling out a paper registration 
form in the narthex.  

II. You should already be an active participant in the life of the parish.

WHAT IS THE LEVEL OF COMMITMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY?

Meetings are held monthly on the first Wednesday of the month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. In addition to monthly 
meetings, members are expected to volunteer to lead or assist with occasional parish initiatives or activities. It is also 
expected that council members will participate in a variety of parish events and programs and be visible representa-
tives of the parish community. 

HOW CAN I Become a Candidate?

Please prepare a brief statement (no longer than 150 words) that tells us about yourself and why you are interested 
in serving the parish as a member of the Parish Pastoral Council. Your statement should also include the following: 

• What Saint Cecilia Parish means to you.
• How long have you been a registered parishioner?
• What ministry/ministries are you involved in?
• What Mass do we typically see you at? 

This statement can be sent to Scott MacDonald at his parish email address and will be included in the bulletins for 
April 21, 28, and May 5. 
 
A headshot is also required. 
 
Elections will be held on the weekend of May 4/5. If you cannot be present that weekend, you may submit your vote 
via e-mail at info@stceciliaboston.org until 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 5.

SCHEDULE

April 15| Statements and headshots due to info@stceciliaboston.org
April 20/21 & 27/28 & May 4/5 | Biographies, platform statements, and headshots published in the parish bulletin
May 5 | Absentee ballots due no later than 1:00 p.m. via e-mail
May 4/5 | Election

Completed materials or any questions can be sent 
to Scott MacDonald at smacdonald@stceciliaboston.org

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS



9
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Easter Flowers
Samantha Brecht

Ethel Brennan
Tommy Brennan

Jack Brent 
Angelina Brigalli

The Brooks Family
Eileen Browning

Francisco Bucasus
Stephen Burr
Glenn Calmus

Howard & Marjorie Camden
Ann Campo

Maria Cristina Campo de Paez
Jack Capizzi

Josephine Capizzi
Beverly & Vincent Capodilupo

Cody Carpenter
Wilma Carpenter

William & Catherine Carroll
Bob Carroll

Bill & Marilyn Carroll
John Alan Cates
Teddy Chagnon
Earl Charland

Catherine Charland
Borys & Olga Chermak

Mary Clough
Ann Coleman

Harry & Virginia Coleman
Charlene Colgan

Margaret & James Collins
Sean Collins
Maria Cone

Jerry & Charlotte Conklin
John & Esther Conley 

Father Charles B. Connolly, S.J.
Margaret Conroy
Fr. Cyril Conroy

Margaret Conroy, Sr.
Cyril Conroy, Sr.

Maurice & Marjorie Cornier

Pauline & Denis Cote
Francis & Madeline Cotton

Deirdre Mary Coyle
Susanne E. Coyne

Matthew Patrick Coyne
William & Nellie Crane

Robert Crawford
Judith Crowley

Mary Curley
Daniel & Jeanne Curley

Daniel T. Curley
Mark Czestochowa

Cyril D'Souza & Family
Eleanor Byrne Mooney Dahar

Mr. & Mrs. Saheed W. Dahar Sr.
Sean Dalton
Jean Dapra

Richard Dapra
John & Betty Davis

Frederic & Evelyn Davis
Clifton Davis

Raul De Gasperi
Jaime Jacinto De Lima
Norma De Robinson

Madeline & Tom DeFalco
The DeMers Family
Nick Demetreadis

John Zekas Dennehy
Mr. & Mrs. Philip F. Dennehy Sr.

Mary & Cosmo DeVelis
Kathy Devin 

Thomas Devino
William Devino

Jim & Olga DiBona
Marjorie DiGennaro

Frank DiGennaro
Anne & Philip Dinkel

Alice & Walter Doherty
Alida Dommermuth

John Drexelius
Joan Drexelius

The Abrahamyan Family 
The Abruzzi & Bufalini Families

Heather Allen
Leslie Amadon
Julia Anderson
Mary Anderson

William Anderson, Sr.  
Elsie & Tony Andrade

Mary Dennehy Anzivino 
Libby Appelt

Mary & Lewis Aries
Paul Aries

Cora Arnold
Patrick Attridge

Catherine Aylward
Nora Katherine Bain
Nicole Bairows Heck

Maria Barbosa
Mr. & Mrs. Vasco Barbosa

Romania Barclay
Mary Barry

John A. Bassick
Lillian M. Bassick

Edmund Baumgartner
Mary Baumgartner 

Charles & Betty Lou Benhayon
Fr. Richard Bertrand S.J.

Julius & Eleanore Bienkowski
Paul Bienkowski

Mr. & Mrs. Claude Bigeard
Harriet Gordon Blanchard

Maria Belmira Botelho
Jacinto Bento Botelho
Jacinto Sousa Botelho

Charles & Betty Botosh
Nancy Boutin

Treshawn Boyd
Ralph Boyer

Virginia Boyer
Mary Bradley

John Brait
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Alan Grapski
Peter & Viola Griffin

Jack Gripshover
Rev. Msgr. Michael F. Groden 

Meaghan Grotz
Pearl Guevara
Janet Guevara
Victor Guevara

Mr. & Mrs. Granderson Hall
Mary Hallinan
Molly Hancock

Helen Hanigan Kosuda 
Brian Hare

Ellen Harrington
John Hart

Monica Hart
Rose Hart

Richard Hart, Jr.
Rev. Brendan Harnett

Katherine Hayes
Charles & Nancy Heaslip

Jillian Heaslip
Diane Hicks

Dorothea & John Hines
Sam Hingston
Albert Hodge

Fr. Gerry Hogan
Carol Howland

Richard Howland
Sean Hughes

Marguerite Hurley
Nunziato Iaconetti

Sadie Isiminger
Eugenia Jacob
Marion Jesse

David Johnson
Tom Johnson

John & Margaret Joyce
Marie Julien

Robert Kenney
Josephine Kiesewetter

John Kiley
Nadia & Joseph Kiley 

Brig. Gen. Leo A. Kiley (Ret.)
Dieter Koerppen

Robert Koller, MD
Brima Koroma

Joseph & Cecilia Kurta
Rene, Dottie, & Bill L’Abbe

Michael LaDouceur
Ruth M. Lally

Robert F.  Lally
Jack Lally

Nick Lange
Eleanor Larkin
Richard Larue

Josephine & Barney LaSala
The LaSala-Romeo-Gilbert Family

Neil Leonard
The Lesewig & Donohue Family

Kenny Liebling
Manuel Lima

João Lima
Michael Jaime Lima

Claire & Joseph Lippolt
Carmen Lombardo
Beirne Lovely, Jr.

Andy Lynch
Lorraine Lyons

Barbara & John MacDonald
Eugene Macdonald 
Patricia Macdonald
Loretta Macdonald

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald
John & Angelina Machado

The Maciora Family
Kenneth MacNeil

Barbara & Fred  Maglero
Brendan T. Maguire

John Mahoney
Robert Mainzer

Joel Maksymowicz
Bridie & Gerald Maloney

Walt Mamaluy
James & Mary Manley

Jay Manley
Adele (Rina) Mariani

Leonard Mariani
Ralph Mariani
Rosa Marquez

Frederick & Josephine Mason
Manuel Matos

Ana Matta
Natividad Matta
Judy Matteson

Stephen Matteson
Art McBain

Eleanor McCarrick
Robert McCarrick
Andrew McCarrick

Patrick & Margaret McDonagh
Vincent McGrath
Mary A. McGuire
Bruce McInnes

The McIntyre-Wheatley Family
Bill McLaughlin

Joe Drexelius
Edward Drinan
Barbara Drinan
Cathy Drinan

Edward Drinan, Jr.
Karen Jean Drozd

Robert DSilva
Julie DSilva

The DSilva Family
Eve Duggan

Arthur Dunnett
R. Margaret Dunnett
Charlotte Durham

Alice Egan
Stephen Ellis
Jim English

John Erb
Irene & John Faldetta

The Burti/O’Leary Family
Tony, Ann, & John Farinelli

Drew Faulconer
Mary Fazio

Marie & Phil Ferraro
Fr. José S. Ferreira

Dora & Thomas  Ferritto
Richard “Huck” Finn

Walter Fletcher
Delia & Joseph Flynn
Delia & Michael Flynn

Lena Francesconi
Albert Francesconi

The Franchi & Mancini Families 
Michael Frausel

Henry & Eileen Gabel
Rev. Roman Galadza

Lyell Galbraith
Tom & Helen Gallagher

Chuck Gamble
George Gannon
Irene Gannon
Isreal Gardner
Michael Garvey

Paul Gilbert
Richard Gilbert

Anne & William Giles
Alfred Glochner Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Goodman Sr.
Jamie Gormley

Patrick Graf
Sara Graf

Father Dan Graham
Walter Grant
Peter Grant
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Sr. Jeannette Normandin, SSA
Patricia Norton

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Norton
Dan & Kathleen O'Brien

Jerry O'Connor
John O’Connor
Paul O’Connor

Theresa O’Connor
Irene O'Keefe Melville

Patricia Oakes
Mary & C. Anthony Olivieri
Maria Olivieri Hakansson 

Angel Oller
Nicholas Edward Ortyl
Victoria & David Owen

Edward & Margaret Pacana
Cristobal Paez
Placido Paez C.
Elena Paez L.

Elizabeth Painter
Dusty Painter
Ana Palermo

Ernesto Palermo
George Palermo
Christine Palmer

Anthony & Carmela Pandolfo
Charina Par Marquez

Marilyn Parsons
Laurel Parsons
Apolonio Peña

Tim Pert
Maria do Carmo Pimental

Patricia Potter
Julia Powell

Mary Louise Powell
Sadie & Jim Price

Milton & Marjorie Putnam
Grant Ransom
Majorie Reid

Paul Reid
Orville Reid
Grace Rett
Joe Reyda

Lauren Rice
Shirley Rich
Sheldon Rich

Frances Rinaldi

Joseph Rinaldi
Angelica Rivera de Zayas

Joyce Robinson
Carmelo & Giuseppina Roccuzzo 

Grace Romasanta
Christine & John Romeo

Annie Ross
Edgar & Josephine Roy

Ted Rubin
Rabbi Ben Rudavsky

Michael Sabato
Patrick Sanders

Mario & Maria Santoro
Pat Shannon

Susan Shaughnessy
Robert & Esther Shea
Evan Sherrah-Davies

Christina Sherrah-Davies
Paul & Mary Siebert
Antonio Pereira Silva

María José Silva
Robert E. Simmons

Janice & Rubin Slotnick
Peter Richard Smith

Susan Solomita
George & Myrtle Sontag
Kathleen Sontag-Panko

Edith Sorrentino
Janet Stank

Dorothy Starzyk 
William Starzyk, Jr.

Mary & Melvin States
Winston Stevens
Wayne Stevens

Del Stewart
Adelaide Sullivan

James Arnold Sullivan
Walter & Mary Sullivan

Salsey Sullivan
TJ Sullivan

Thomas Sullivan Sr.
David J. Sunseri Jr.

Blanche & Francis Surette
John & Ruth Szum

Susan Szum
Rudy & Helen Tetrault

Leonore Thistle

Jim McLaughlin
Harold McLean 
Eileen McNeill

Christine Meagher
Frederick Meagher
The Meloni Family 
William Melville

Monika Menasche
Peter Menasche
Joe Michalski

Vjera & John Mihaic
The Mik Family

Kathleen Modeste
Andre Kevin Modeste
Mary & John Mohart

Raymond Mollon
Jeff Monroe

Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Mooney Sr.
Catherine Mootos
George Morales

John & Katherine Morgan
Irene Morillo
Paul Morris

Frances & Frank Morrissey
John B. Morse

Francis X. & Margaret Morse
Marian Mosites

Dot & Paul Mulhern
John & Kathleen Mullen

Dan Mullin
Ann & James Murano

Edward Murphy
Edwin Murphy

Elizabeth Murphy
Kathleen Murphy
Marilyn Murphy 
Robert Murphy

Departed members of the 
Murphy & Westover Families

Katherine Mylod Mainzer
Julie Natola

Richard Natola
Ivan Nazario

Cleveland & Dorothy Nelson
Charlie Newton

Mary Noret
Glenn Noret 
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Keith Thornley 
The Toomey & Famiglietti Families 

Angela & Raymond Towle
Kathryn & Clifford Towle

Suzanne Trombley
David Turano
Claire Turein
Rita M. Turo

Michael A. Turo
Frank & Estelle Unni

D. Joseph Unni
Gregg VanNostrand
Brian VanNostrand

Francis Veale
Mary Veale

Louis & Margaret Venditti
Angie & Frank Verderane

Angelita Vidal Yribe
Robert Yobaccio
Elizabeth Volk

Anne Volk
Clifford Walker
Michael Walker
Anne E. Walley
Marie A. Walley
Marie J. Walley

Catherine Walsh 
Johnny Walsh 
John T. Walsh
John Walsh

Margaret Walsh
Rose Mary Walsh

Sheila & William Whalen
Frank Williams

Daniel Winterson
Thomas H. Wyman

Laura Yetman
Wilson Young

Alma Veronica Zayas 
Gerardo M. Zayas Figueroa

Richard Zeimetz 
Dianne Zimmerman

Far-Flung Flock Online Coffee Hour

Sunday, April 7 | 4:00 p.m. ET 

Saint Cecilia's Far-Flung Flock leadership is excited to welcome 
Tanya Rybarczyk, pastoral associate at Saint Cecilia, to our April 7 
online coffee hour for a Meet and Greet. Tanya is a Catholic writer, 
speaker, teacher, and retreat leader specializing in adult faith 
formation, meditative Christian prayer, and spiritual caregiving. She 
holds a master’s degree in pastoral ministry from the University of 
Portland and finds it a joy to walk with parishioners through the 
RCIA process, lead Saint Cecilia CARES, and liaise with our vibrant 
parish ministries. Tanya lives with her husband in Waltham and is the 
mother of two college-aged children. Please join us for an inspiring 
and interactive call, as Tanya shares her unique faith journey and 
how she came to Saint Cecilia. If you have any questions about any 
of the ministries at St. C's, about what a pastoral associate does, or 
about RCIA in particular, you won't want to miss this coffee hour! 
We think many of you will relate to her journey and appreciate her 
passion.If you have not registered or attended any online coffee 
hour in the past, you must register for the FFF email list with this link 
(https://bit.ly/45pDVRa). There is no need to re-register if you've 
attended in the past. If you have registered, but are not receiving FFF 
email notifications, please emai the Far-Flung Flock ministry email to 
confirm your email address.

Night of Worship

Tuesday, April 2 | 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
Saint Cecilia Sanctuary | Open to: Everyone

On the first Tuesday of every month, our Young Adults host a Holy 
Hour from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Saint Cecilia sanctuary, and we 
invite you to give yourself the gift of spending an uninterrupted hour 
in the presence of Christ in the Eucharist, supported by music and 
prayer. One parishioner described the Holy Hour by saying, "Last 
night was just filled with healing and grace...it was one of the most 
powerful experiences I have had at Saint Cecilia, and there have 
been so many..." Bring yourself, and all that you are carrying, and 
allow yourself to rest in God's love. Please use the St. Cecilia Street 
entrance and ring the bell to enter the building.

Help Catholic Charities Support Newly-Arrived Refugees 

For the past seven years, our parish has provided ongoing support to Catholic Charities programs that provide aid 
to refugees. Just in the past year, Catholic Charities has opened two new shelters to address the Commonwealth's 
refugee and homelessness crisis. We have offered to provide refugee families with supermarket and general gift 
cards so that they will have food and household items while their applications for political asylum are processed. If 
you would like to purchase gift cards to Visa, Target, Market Basket, Stop 'n Shop, and Shaw's/Star Markets —and 
no more than $25 per card —please feel free to drop them in the offertory basket or mail them to Mark Lippolt, 
Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. The need has never been greater and your accustomed 
generosity is greatly appreciated!
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In my mid-20s, I spent a year as a student at the University 
of San Francisco. I had just been ordained a priest and was 
finishing off a graduate degree in theology. Easter Sunday 
that year was a gorgeous, sunny, spring day, but it didn’t 
find me in a sunny mood. I was a long way from home, 
away from my family and my community, homesick, and 
alone. Virtually all the friends that I had developed during 
that year of studies, other graduate students in theology, 
were gone, celebrating Easter with their own families. I 
was homesick and alone and, beyond that, I nursed the 
usual heartaches and obsessions of the young and restless. 
My mood was far from spring and Easter.

I went for a walk that afternoon and the spring air, the 
sun, and the fact that it was Easter did little to cheer 
me up, if anything they helped catalyze a deeper sense 
of aloneness. But there are different ways of waking up.  
As Leonard Cohen says, there’s a crack in everything and 
that’s where the light gets in. I needed a little awakening 
and it was provided. At a point, I saw a beggar sitting at 
the entrance to a park with a sign in front of him that 
read: It’s springtime and I am blind! The irony wasn’t lost 
on me: I was as blind as he was! With what I was seeing it 
might as well have been Good Friday, and raining and cold. 
Sunshine, spring, and Easter were being wasted on me.

It was a moment of grace, and I have recalled that 
encounter many times since, but it didn’t alter my mood 
at the time. I continued my walk, restless as before, and 
eventually went home for dinner. During that year of 
studies, I was a live-in chaplain at a convent that had a 
youth hostel attached to it and the rule of the house was 
that the chaplain was to eat by himself, in his own private 
dining room. So, even though that wasn’t exactly what 
a doctor would order for a restless and homesick young 
man, I had a private dinner that Easter Sunday.

But the resurrection did arrive for me on that Easter 
Sunday, albeit a bit late in the day: Two other graduate 
students and I had made plans to meet on the beach at 
nightfall, light a large fire, and celebrate our own version 
of the Easter vigil. So, just before dark, I caught a bus to 

SEEING SPRING AND EASTERSEEING SPRING AND EASTER

BY RON ROLHEISER, OMIBY RON ROLHEISER, OMI

the beach and met my friends (a nun and priest). We lit 
a large bonfire (still legal in those days), sat around it for 
several hours, and ended up confessing to each other that 
we’d each had a miserable Easter. That fire did for us what 
the blessing of the fire the evening before at the Easter vigil 
hadn’t done. It renewed in us a sense of the energy and 
newness that lie at the heart of life. As we watched the fire 
and talked, of everything and nothing, my mood began to 
shift, my restlessness quieted, and the heaviness lifted. I 
began to sense spring and Easter.

In John’s Gospel account of the resurrection, he tells the 
story of how on morning of the first Easter the Beloved 
Disciple runs to the tomb where Jesus has been buried and 
peers into it. He sees that it is empty and that all that’s left 
there are the clothes, neatly folded, within which Jesus’ 
body had been wrapped. And, because he is a disciple who 
sees with the eyes of love, he understands what this all 
means, he grasps the resurrection and knows that Jesus has 
risen. He sees spring. He understands with his eyes.

Hugo of St. Victor once famously said: Love is the eye. When 
we see with love we not only see straight and clearly we 
also see depth and meaning. The reverse is also true. It is 
not for some arbitrary reason that after Jesus rose from the 
dead some could see him and others could not. Love is the 
eye. Those searching for life through the eyes of love, like 
Mary of Magdala searching for Jesus in the Garden on Easter 
Sunday morning, see spring and the resurrection. Any other 
kind of eye, and we’re blind in springtime.

When I took my walk that Easter afternoon all those years 
ago in San Francisco, I wasn’t exactly Mary of Magdala 
looking for Jesus in a garden, nor the Beloved Disciple fired 
by love running off to look into the tomb of Jesus.  In my 
youthful restlessness I was looking for myself, and meeting 
only my anxious self.  And that’s a kind of blindness.

Without the eyes of love we’re blind, to both spring and 
the resurrection. I learned that theological lesson, not 
in a church or a classroom but on a lonely, restless Easter 
Sunday in San Francisco when I ran into a blind beggar and 
then went home and ate an Easter dinner alone.

~ Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, is a Catholic priest and theologian. 
He earned his doctorate at the University of Louvain and is 
affiliated with the Catholic Theological Society of America, 
the Canadian Theological Society, and the Religious Studies 
Association of Alberta. Renowned for his expertise in 
spirituality and systematic theology, Rolheiser contributes 
a regular column to the Catholic Herald, syndicated across 
approximately 90 newspapers in five countries.
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. & By Appointment
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Christine Burns, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music 
Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility 
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events 
Tanya Rybarczyk, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Terrence Devino, SJ | Rev. Peter Grover, OMV | Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer
Vasily Izumchensky, Livestream Sound Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $13, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $13 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month. For more 
information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon, at her parish email.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Le-
titia Howland, or Erin Young if you have any questions. The Archdiocese 
of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children from harm 
and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a 
goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for children, and 
recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. The full policy is 
available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. 

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods 
in and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around 
the country and arround the world. We invite both local and long distance 
individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on our website. No 
matter what your background or location, please know that you are always 
welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safety guidelines released by the 
Archdiocese of Boston, we have removed email addresses 
from our online parish bulletin to avoid the danger of po-
tential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or ministry email address, please call our reception 
desk (617-536-4548) and our receptionists would be happy to 
pass along the appropriate information. Thank you for help-
ing us maintain our parish security online!


