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4" Annual Pride Festival
All Are Welcome Mass " Saturday,June 4th
Friday,June 13at 6:30 p.m.
St.Cecilia’s Parish

18 Belvidere St ., Bost on
Receptionto Follow!

Boston Common
Come visit us
at our booth!

l‘ 1 A
For moreinformationandthe exact locationof the
Pride Festival Boot h,email:

Great erBost onLGBTQIACat holics@gmail.com

GREATER BOSTON
LGBTQIA

CATHOLIC COLLECTIVE

11am.-5p.m.

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided
a dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-
income, at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston
without regard for their race, nationality, or religious
affiliation. Nearly 450 city-based boys and girls travel to
Hull, Massachusetts each summer for a one or two week
overnight camp experience letting them enjoy the fresh
air, learn new talents, receive academic summer support
and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic
Charities. They have mentioned to us that they always
need donations of the following items for the kids at the
camp:

* Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF
number, the better)

* Bugspray
* Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com,
please consider picking up some of the items above and
dropping them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose
in the narthex. Thank you!

Check out some of our Off The Hook
Baby Blankets made recently made
for SCYA's Let Life Grow Donation
Drive!

For Ministry Members:

The next Sit & Knit for June is can-
celed and all Sit & Knits will resume
in September. Any completed Dexter
Off The Hook Baby Blankets should
be dropped off at the reception desk
and labeled “ St.Cecilia Young Adult
Ministry.

For more information, please
contact Ann Marie Turo at knitting@
stceciliaboston.org




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION

We invite you to make your voice heard by voting for THREE new members
of our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).

As a reminder, elections will be held on the weekend of May 31/June 1. If you cannot
be present that weekend, you may also submit your vote via e-mail at
info@stceciliaboston.org until 1:00 p.m.(ET) on Sunday, June 1.

KATIE BALIAN: Saint Cecilia has been a home for me since the moment |
entered. Pretty shortly after, the clergy, parishioners, and staff became a source
of comfort to me throughout both joyful and difficult times. | became a registered
parishioner in 2020. | moved to Boston from Los Angeles in 2015 and struggled
to find a parish that felt comfortable and to be the right fit, like the parish | grew
up at in California. The moment | walked through the doors and then heard Fr.
John give a homily mentioning the twelve steps, as an active participant in the
12-step community, | immediately felt like this was my place (I would later learn
just how much)! | currently serve as a greeter where you can see me at the 9:30
a.m. Sunday Mass, but have served in the Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, as
an OCIA sponsor and as a Children’s Faith Formation Catechist.

JOHN BATTAGLINO: Many of you know me as "John, the Greeter" at our 9:30
Sunday Mass. In this simple ministry, I've experienced firsthand the warmth
and kindness that truly define our Saint Cecilia family. Your welcoming smiles
remind me each week of the importance of connection and belonging. If
given the opportunity to serve on the Parish Pastoral Council, | would
embrace our spirit of cherishing everyone who enters our doors. | believe each
person who joins us—whether in person, virtually, or in spirit—deserves to feel
valued and loved. My commitment would be to uphold our parish vision by
ensuring your hopes and needs remain at the heart of all we do. Personally, my
wife Elizabeth and | live in the Fenway neighborhood. We're blessed with five
children and five grandchildren, and together we share a love for good food,
tennis, golf, and traveling—always looking forward to the next great adventure
we can experience together.

STEPHEN FOLEY: Saint Cecilia feels like home, and it's not just because my
great-grandparents were married at this church. | came to Saint Cecilia during
the pandemic, attending Mass remotely and then joining the parish in 2023. |
regularly attend the 9:30 a.m. Mass and serve as a Eucharistic minister. From
the start, it felt like coming home, as | was drawn to Fr. Unni's homilies, which
helped strengthen me for the week ahead and guide me to lead a more fulfilling
life as a son, husband, and parent to my two girls. Today, Saint Cecilia serves as
a place of comfort and spiritual growth for me, and as a result, | feel the need
to give back and become more involved. For this reason, | would welcome the
opportunity to serve as a parish council member and help ensure that the church
remains a vibrant and welcoming community for all.
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: Hi friends! Maggie Giles here, member of St. C’s since 2017.
| serve as a lector, on the steering committee of the Rainbow Ministry, and on
March 22 had the honor of organizing and facilitating our “Journeying Together
in Hope” Lenten Retreat. | gravitate to the 9:30 when I’'m not a lector at another
Mass. My goal in serving on the Council is to give back; Saint Cecilia has been
a godsend (literally!) in providing me with a spiritual home where | experience
love, a warm welcome, and belonging. | was led to believe for many years that as
a lesbian | wasn’t welcome in the Church, but when | found St C’s my experience
was of finding a spiritual home where we are all welcome to take our rightful
place among the Body of Christ, share our faith journey with one another, and
be of service to others. Especially during this time of such great uncertainty, |
want to be of service helping others feel that same joy of finding their spiritual
home and community here. Thank you!

: Hi, | am Aubrey Hartnett, and | joined Saint Cecilia in
2012—and this parish community has been central to my family ever since!
Over the years, | have been involved in various ministries, including the Young
Families Ministry as the volunteer coordinator, co-chair, and advisor. | also
served on the Racial Equity Team, working to operationalize the strategic plan
for the parish. You can find me with my three little ones (Leo, Aixa, and Roya) at
the 9:30 Mass most Sundays. | would love to serve this community that means
so much to me and my family, and | am always interested in doing more to make
sure families with small children, interfaith families, and families of all racial and
ethnic backgrounds feel truly welcome in this parish. My goal in serving on the
Council would be to bring these (and other!) voices to the table, making sure
accessibility, engagement, and full participation are possible for all of us in this
beautiful community! | have a background in international relations, education,
and healthcare, and have been a Lay Marianist since my college days, serving in
various capacities in the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative over the years, as
well. | look forward to meeting more of you and serving our parish community—
thank you!

: 1 grew up in an Irish-Catholic family who went to Mass
every Saturday. Church was an obligation and it wasn’t until | started high school
at Notre Dame Academy that | found attending Mass was far beyond the
obligation of my parents. The Bible intrigued me as | developed a passion
and started attending Mass by choice. | continued my faith each week in
college as a Jesuit priest would come on Sundays to conduct Mass on
campus. This began my strength from the Jesuit values and principles. We
raised our sons Catholic and as a family, we played an active role in the church.
My children were altar servers and | taught Faith Formation for the Holy
Communion sacrament. Life threw me some very challenging hurdles. Both
my son and | had life-threatening conditions that required low-survival
surgeries to survive. My faith got me through it all as the strength God gave
me allowed my family to persevere. | attended St Cecilia after graduating from
college in 1987 for many years and | returned in 2022. During the 9:30 Mass
on Sundays, | can lose thought of everything going on outside the doors and
engage fully in my faith. Walking through the doors of St Cecilia, | feel part of a
faithful, welcoming community. Some days | enter Mass feeling dragged down
and leave feeling a weight lifted off my shoulders. | am applying for the Parish
Paﬁtoral Council because | want to help instill the same feeling and support many
others.
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: | have been a parishioner for about 7 years, after relocating
from Indianapolis. | knew | was at my new church home during my first Mass
experience. Since this time, | have been involved in the Marriage Prep Ministry
with my husband, David, and more recently the Greeter and Lector Ministries.
You can usually find me at the Saturday Mass. | have also completed one term
on the Parish Council, and feel called to serve a second term. Serving on the
Parish Council has allowed me to learn more about Saint Cecilia, and be a voice
for parishioners as we discuss ways to continue being a vibrant parish with
evolving needs. Parish life has been an important part of my faith journey after
joining the Catholic Church as an adult 30 years ago. Saint Cecilia has welcomed
me and allowed me to grow, something | would like to continue doing for others.

: | have participated as an active member of Saint
Cecilia Parish since 2004. | usually attend the 11:30 a.m. Mass and sometimes
the 9:30 and 6 p.m. Mass depending on my schedule. | have been serving on the
Parish Council for one term since 2022. My service to the parish includes
serving as a participant in the Journey to Racial Justice efforts and the Racial and
Social Justice Ministry. | am proud to continue supporting the great work of
Saint Cecilia including implementation of the Journey to Racial Justice, building
the Far-Flung Flock with out virtual community and most recently developing
small communities. For me Saint Cecilia Parish and our faith is not about 2-3
hours on Sunday but how we live the remaining 6-% days per week. Saint Cecilia
Parish has provided the inspiration, faith, and tools to bring my faith beyond
the walls to serve countless communities, listening to them, empowering youth,
disabled and excluded, addressing addiction and homelessness and ending
health disparities. Pope Leo XIV and the late Pope Francis healed the world
and renewed the Church, started out as pastors who tended to the periphery,
serving people on the edge. Their leadership started in local churches and
communities like Saint Cecilia which are driven by the people at the front lines,
living the faith and helping each other and addressing unjust systems. Saint
Cecilia is similarly called to renew the Church and heal the world. | would
support efforts by all of us in making this happen. Thank you very much.

May 18, May 25, & June 1 | Biographies, platform statements, and headshots published in the
parish bulletin

June 1 | Absentee ballots due no later than 1:00 p.m.(ET) via e-mail

May 31/June 1 | Election
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HAPPINESS OF PURSUIT

How many decisions would you guess you make in
a typical day? A dozen? One hundred? Does one
thousand sound a little closer? Get this. Each of us makes
about thirty-five thousand decisions every day. More if
you spend an hour in a candy store. Some decisions are
mundane, and some are major. We decide where we will
live, if we will marry and who we will marry, the job we
will accept and the one we will quit. The car we will buy
or the bus we will take. The cake or veggies we will eat.
(Go with the cake for the win.) Who we will believe and
who we won’t, where we will go and how long we will stay,
the faith we will embrace or ignore, and countless other
decisions.

Here’s a surprising thing though: Most of us never decide
to be happy. | bet most of us think “happy” is a result of
other choices, but that’s not all of it. Sure, circumstances
can be truly awful, but feeling happy is a choice just like
any other. It’s not that we don’t want to be happy; we just
get distracted by so many unhappy things that we never
get back around to happiness. Perhaps we think we need
an invitation or permission to be happy. And what if we
want happy feelings to transition into a deep and abiding
joy with a longer shelf life?

Consider this. In stark contrast to our complicated decision
tree, a child makes less than 10 percent of the decisions
adults make each day. Maybe one of the benefits of the
childlike faith Jesus said we need is that there are fewer
decisions to make, and hence, fewer distractions to
manage. Have you seen a kid with a pile of Legos? It’s like
the rest of the world doesn’t even exist. They are lost in
the beautiful singularity of creative joy and purpose they
find in their play. They don’t care if they are early or late
for the next thing. They are fully present and completely
undistracted. All the while, heaven dances and celebrates
the simple beauty of a child at play and invites us to do
the same. Perhaps we should take a lesson or two from
the children around us: get fully engrossed in something
lasting we care about, eliminate some of the decisions we
make, and find our joy again.

Most people hope they’ll find happiness at home, but
the hard truth is, they aren’t around long enough to
experience what’s already waiting for them there. Simple
and complicated distractions take us away from the people
we love. When this occurs, the result is both subtle and
toxic. We start to settle for proximity rather than presence

with each other. Know what | mean? You will know this
is happening to you if you only listen for the highlights in
our loved one’s conversations without taking note of the
emotions and body language that are also present in the
room. These distractions are masked in familiar disguises
like career, appointments, and promotions. They invade
our homes and come dressed as extracurricular activities,
sports, and electronic screens. They look like business calls
and video games and Zoom conferences and television
shows and committees and meetings and sometimes even
churches. If we want to live more undistracted lives, we need
to get real and admit that busyness is actually hijacking our
joy. Here’s the good news: We can fix all this just as easily as
we messed it up. Get a couple of baseball gloves and talk to
your loved ones about your day as you throw the ball around.
If you answer your cell phone while playing catch, you'll lose
teeth. This is what it looks like to really get some skin in the
game. Get some wood and light a fire. Find some chairs and
fill them with people you haven’t connected with in a while,
then watch the flames dance. Go ahead and get some smoke
on you, and the next day your clothes will smell like a dozen
great conversations.

Do this with some urgency too. You don’t have as much time
as you think you have. Take it from a guy who’s been around
for a while. There’s a saying that | have found to be generally
true: The days are long, but the years are short. If you fill
your days with trivial stuff, you will look up one day and a
year or a decade or a half-century will have passed. Don’t
wait until you are old to ask yourself: What have | done with
all that time? Why not ask yourself right now? What am |
going to do with all the time ahead of me? What do you
want your answer to be? Once you decide what you want
the future to look like, make a couple of moves like your life
is actually yours to live—because it is. Quit the job, call the
friend, make the apology, launch the dream, take the shot
... Heaven is just hoping we will.

C=py==09

Originally published in Live Original on March 1, 2022.

Bob Goff is a lawyer, speaker, and author. He is the founder
Love Does, an organization that is dedicated to freedom,
human rights, and improved educational opportunties.
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WHEN IT GO

his pastor was a rising star. Wrote a couple books. Had

a church that was going gangbusters. This pastor gave
me hope not only in our denomination but the future. Had
so many gifts.

Then they up and quit. Out of the ministry. | was shocked.
| was dismayed. | reached out.

“Why did you leave the ministry?” | asked.

“I'm waiting for the church to decide what it wants to be,”
they said.

Gil Rendle details how we got to this place in history in
his book Quietly Courageous. Many of us come from
an age where we just had to put up a steeple, and we'd
get 50 people on a Sunday. Many of us think that this is
normal. It’s not. It is actually abnormal. We only know the
abnormal time.

Gil calls this the aberrant time. There was a demographic
burst of growth as soldiers returned home from WWiII and
created a baby boom. There was an economic boom thanks
to the war economy transitioning to a manufacturing
economy. The women who worked these jobs during the
war still wanted to get outside the home, so they went to
church and other community organizations. Following the
war, church construction increased by more than 350%.

This boom started in the late 1940s and continued
through the 1970s when we first started to see the church
demographics start to lag. What many of us think of as
normal has never happened before nor does it look like it
will happen again.

So now the church is on trial. Why should people go to
church? Why should we subject our kids to this? We
showed up and it really didn’t impact our life much. We
were bored. Or abused. Or we don’t really believe that
the church believes what it’s supposed to be about. Since
Vietnam, institutional trust has eroded. With good reason.
So many scandals and violence have been carried out by our
societal institutions: Some people think the government
can’t be trusted thanks to Vietnam. Corporations can’t be
trusted due to the lack of jobs and the growing wage gap.
The institution of marriage is a coin toss. And the church
has largely looked the other way and covered up its own
failings.

ES SIDEWAYS
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The Ascension of Christ
by Hans Siiss von Kulmbach c.1513

The church is on trial. It has to decide what it’s going to be.

In earlier eras... a church could be anything. It could be a
social club that was a nice place to gather, but nothing really
happened. We used it for community connections and to
network, but that’s about it.

Church could be a place for our names to be on the roles for
weddings, baptisms, and burials. It could be a place we show
up on Christmas and Easter and that’s about it.

Church could be a place to give us positive platitudes but
never challenge our consumerism and greed. It could
do mission trips TO places and FOR people without any
transformative effect on the people going. Like how people
can go on mission trips to Latin America and still call people
who live there “those people” and chant to build a wall to
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keep them out.

At its most toxic, church could be a place where we
demand that we are kept happy at all costs. It’s the place
we try to control in a largely chaotic world... and they have
to be nice to me... so why not take advantage of that?

The church has to decide what it’s going to be. And the
church is on trial in this time. In their book UnChristian,
what a new generation thinks of Christianity and why
it matters, David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons report that
when people think of the church, they don’t think of Jesus.
Christians are supposed to represent Christ to the world.
But according to the latest report card, something has
gone terribly wrong. Using descriptions like “hypocritical,”
“insensitive,” and “judgmental,” young Americans share
an impression of Christians that’s nothing short of . . .
unChristian. In these times, | look to the early church. |
love going through Acts.

| love today’s reading with Paul on trial. “I cheerfully make
my defense...” Paul’s first words.

| can’t say that thisis the stance some Christians have taken
to the news of decline. Just going through the comments
and reviews online of the book | just mentioned, | read
too many angry reviews in all caps.

| cheerfully make my defense. | want to be judged not
when things are going well, but when things go sideways.
| think the church is in a great place. As Soren Kierkegaard
pointed out, “When everyone’s Christian, no one is
Christian.” Christianity is at its best from the margins.
It’s a different way of life. It’s a different culture. One of
peace. One of radical love of enemy. One of looking for
the common good. One for the pursuit of truth, even
when it paints us in a bad light.

Why go to church? I've come back myself, and I’'m raising
my kids in church for a variety of reasons. The first is that
I’'m really curious about the Bible. It’s way more interesting
when you read it instead of just listening to what other
people say it says. It's messy and complicated, like life.
Like people. It’s not neat, clean, nice, or logical. It’s not
politically correct. But it aspires to the transcendent. If we
start with the humanity of the story, we’ll be surprised by
the divinity.

| want church to be a place where we read what’s in
there. Where our kids don’t have to unlearn stories. The
church is a safe place to learn how to deal with the great
unsolvables of life: love, death, power, time, and purpose.
And where we fit in all of that.

Church is a place where | encounter the other. | can stay

in my pre-approved bubble of people in their mid-to-late
30s, who are obsessed Dungeons and Dragons and think
that the Smashing Pumpkins are the greatest band in the
world and the rest of you can be wrong. Or | can show up
here. To show up to the intergenerational nature of this
place: learn from the older and younger generations. No
filtering, no pre-approval required. This encounter helps
me humanize my neighbor. See the divine in them. To pray
for their well-being. It’s how the seeds of peace are planted
and nurtured.

Church is where | learn compassion. I’'m inspired by people
like Father Greg Boyle and his work with gang members. Or
Dorothy Day and her work with the poor. The Rev. Nadia
Bolz-Weber and her commonsense approach that takes in
all the outcasts: the addicts, the LGBTQ+, and other beloved
children of God.

| think there is great promise in this moment, because we
actually have to be church. No one is going to do it for us.
The church is on trial, and we can cheerfully and clearly
state what we’re here for. We're for the Way. And Christ
is our Way. The Way that honors the best of the tradition
but also follows the new paths the Holy Spirit is leading us
to. We can hold fast to tradition, yet we can also embrace
change for “the wise brings out of their treasure new things
as well as old.”

| see that we were becoming increasingly isolated and
fractious. We were over-scheduled. We each had our
bubble, bubbles of class, generation, etc. To be a place of
inter-generational connection of all classes and people?
That’s radical in our culture! | think that we’re realizing now
that things have been taken away, the power of face-to-face
connection. Zoom got us through, but | need more of the
face-to-face. It was taken away, but people are aching for it.
We're going to see a ton of new faces, we're already seeing
new faces.

| think the way forward is straightforward. We have to know
our core values as a church and live them out in everything
we do. We know what our core values are: Welcome, love,
and serve. If we can’t say we are doing one or more of
these values, we don’t do them. If something is viewed as
unwelcoming, unloving, or only serving ourselves, don’t do
it.

We value the old ways and the innovative ways. Sometimes
the old ways are the best ways. Face-to-face interaction in
real time is just the best. | was so giddy last Sunday seeing
y’alll No offense for those who stayed on the livestream,
as | think you were just as fired up to see folks in church as
well. We want to hear what the other generations valued
and what they did. We also want to update it. We're going
to have to experiment pervasively. Failure isn’t fatal. We're
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going to have to change if we want to stay the same. You're
already done this.

For example, I've been here 4 years. Not one horse. No one
is riding horses to church anymore. You have switched to
cars, so we didn’t need a stable anymore. You’ve changed
and adapted.

You are a place of innovation. You’ve got a history of this.
You are the first church that was electrified, and do you
know who did that? The candle guy! You’d think that'd be
bad for business. A.l. Root was the guy who thought to put
electricity in the church. He brought it to two places on the
Square, here and his dentist. He was a practical man, he
wanted to make sure his dentist had the right tooth, could
see it, and his foot didn’t get tired powering the drill.

We're a church of innovation thanks to H.G. Blake. He was
a conductor on the Underground Railroad, working to free
the prisoner and let the oppressed go free. He did this

because of his faith, not in spite of it. He remembered what
we were about when everyone else was looking the other
way because they had the right skin color or they made
money on it or that’s the way we’ve always done it. H.G.
Blake said not in my house and not in Medina and he got
people to freedom. He was a member here and a leader
here. And he ended the Black Laws which were the Jim
Crow Laws of the North.

| wonder how you’ll innovate and forge a new path. How
you'll be church in this new normal. What love give to the
world?

o=y =<9

Originally published on the Medina United Church of Christ,
Congregational website (uccmedina.org) on May 9, 2021.

The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon serves as the senior pastor of United
Church of Christ Congregational in Medina, Ohio.
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PARISH OPERATING STATEMENT

We are pleased to present the Parish OPERATING STATEMENT QUARTER ENDING | QUARTER ENDING
Operating Statement for the quarter ending March 31, 2024 March 31, 2024
March 31, which is the third quarter of the ACTUAL BUDGET

fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. We ended

the quarter with a surplus of $405,049. From INCOME

this. we’ve added $112 500 to our Capital Sunday Offertory Income S 1,654,369 | S 1,537,500

Repairs Reserve Account, leaving $292,549 to

. . Special Donations Income S 969,035 | S 699,750
support our ongoing operations.
. Operating Income S 311,906 | $ 280,601
We are currently working on waterproof-
ing the building’s foundation and have thus Miscellaneous Income s 87,744 | $ 81,263

far covered the costs with cash from our

operat‘ing budget The ant‘icipated cost of TOTAL INCOME $ 3,023,054 | $ 2,599,114

completing the project next year may re-

quire us to use funds from the Capital Repairs

.. EXPENSES
Reserve Account. Additionally, we are —
looking into the costs of necessary repairs to ~_Personnel Expenses > 1,055,130 | % 1,145,234
the church tower and organ. We will take all :
.. . . Office Expenses S 188,320 | $ 189,938
of this into consideration when we prepare
7
next year’s budget. Liturgy Expenses $ 81,475 | $ 80,063
As always, we continue to be appreciative and Building Expenses s 807,415 | § 598,500
thankful for your very generous support of
the parish and our ministries. We urge you to Other Expenses s 485,665 | $ 472,696
continue your stewardship as we all strive to
make Saint Cecilia a vibrant and positive force TOTAL EXPENSES $ 2,618,005 | $ 2,486,431
in our community.
TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES S 405,049 | $ 112,683
SAINT CECILIA FINANCE COUNCIL TRANSFER FOR CAPITAL REPAIRS ACCT | $ (112,500) | $ (112,500)
Father John Unni, Pastor FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS | $ 292,549 | $ 183

Matt Maguire, Chair
Bonnie Blanchfield
David Castaldi

Alicia Cooney
Mark Duggan
Jason Grapski

Cole Young

Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance
Nicole Pascarelli O’Brien,

Pastoral Director of Operations

N
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FRIGHTENED AND FOOLISH:
A CHEERFUL LITTLE ASCENSION
SERMON FOR TERRIBLE DISCIPLES

BY NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

The Risen Lord by Georgiana Houghton c.1864

ometimes | think about what it would be like to really

be in Jesus’ presence when he was walking the earth.
| mean, apart from the fact that | would for sure be the
whitest, tallest woman he’d ever seen, | like to think that in
his presence | would be filled with a feeling serenity. Surely
were | one of the women who followed him, | would be
wiser than | am now — | mean at the very least I'd be less
neurotic than | am now.

Surely, were | one of his in-real-life disciples | wouldn’t be at
all like someone who, for instance, had to take her Subaru
to the mechanic this week for an oil change because when
she looked at that little sticker in the left corner of her
windshield she realized that somehow — and | am deeply
ashamed of this, but somehow the “change oil by” date was
in March — of last year.

54 years old and | still find so much of life to be baffling, if |
am honest. | cannot manage to keep up a yoga or meditation
practice for more than a few weeks at a time, I'm a tiny bit
misanthropic and can’t handle many social situations, some
days all | can do is binge Netflix and Crumbl cookies, and since
most of what | see about the world is determined by whatever
algorithmic overlords think will make me click on the most
ads, I’'m not even sure what is actually true anymore. Most
days I’'m just guessing.

So this week as | was reading the ascension text from Luke
24 over and over | found myself baffled by what to say to you
about a story where Jesus just sort of floats up into the sky
like Mary Poppins because what possible difference could
that make?
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What possible difference does this story about the ascension
make to those of us who have kids who just aren’t doing
well and aging parents who just aren’t doing what we think
they should. What difference does the ascension make to
those who are always afraid and to the broken--=hearted
and to the incarcerated gals | love inside the women's prison
where | am also preaching this afternoon.

Well sometimes as a preacher, when | feel stuck like that,
| try look at the context — and the context for our reading
today is amazing - and when you go home, for sure go read
the entire 24th chapter of Luke because it is a banger.

It starts with the women finding Jesus’ tomb empty and
then,

some angels showed up, and then

the women went and told the guys who (of course) thought
the women were just like, hysterical or exaggerating, and
then,

the men had to see for themselves and of course they found
it just as the women had said (shocking). And then, that
same day

two of Jesus’ followers were on the road to Emmaus and
some dude walked up next to them and was like, “hey what
are you guys talking about?” and then

that same mystery guy opened their minds to the scripture
and then

they asked him to stay and with them since it was getting
late and he stayed for dinner and broke bread and blessed
it and then,

in the breaking of the bread they realized it was Jesus all
along, and then

he vanished and that same hour they went back to Jerusalem
and told the others...and then

Jesus appears to them again and says peace be with you,
followed quickly by do you have any snacks?.. the text says,
“They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and
ate in their presence.”

And that is where our text for today starts.

All of this happened on the same day!

Here’s what | want to say about that:

When | read the whole chapter you know what stood out

to me for the very first time? It wasn’t the angels and
the magically disappearing and reappearing Jesus and it
wasn’t even him floating up to heaven — what stood out
to me were all the words used in the 24th chapter of Luke
to describe Jesus’ followers.

Which | just take to mean all the words that maybe
describe us too.

Here they are (in order):

let’s see if you relate to these at all:

perplexed

terrified

disbelieving

amazed

eyes closed

hopes dashed

foolish

astounded

hearts burning

startled

thinking they are seeing ghosts
frightened

doubtful

joyful

wondering

witnesses of repentance and forgiveness
Worshipers of God

| take that to mean that THE disciples who were with
Jesus when he walked the earth then sound about as
impressive as WE disciples who walk it now.

| find that list deeply comforting.

But my very favorite thing about the ascension text in
Luke 24, that | somehow never gave much mind until this
week is this at the end

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his
hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.

Then he led those doubting, foolish, terrified, people out
as far as Bethany and lifting up his hands he blessed them
he blessed those baffled, disbelieving, worshippers of
God and while he was blessing them he was carried up
to heaven.

Here’s what | love about this: because nowhere does it
say the he stopped blessing them. Nowhere does it say
that Jesus lowered those wounded hands of his. You may
have noticed that in most Christian iconography his hand
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is still raised.

So this week as | felt not terribly wise, or insightful, this
week as | spent hours in a terrible mood for seemingly no
reason and was baffled by so many things. This week as |
was just a fully human still slightly neurotic and occasionally
disbelieving person who almost destroyed her Subaru,
| kept seeing this image of Jesus’ wounded hands raised
in eternal blessing on all of it. All the complexities of our
human lives.

So friends | just want to say that the ascended Christ is
seated at the right hand of God, still raising his hands in
blessing to us, his confused and disbelieving followers.

Years ago | wrote an unnecessarily long blessing that |
have found myself offering hundreds of times in nearly
every place I've spoken in which | argue that maybe in
his Sermon on the Mount Jesus wasn’t telling us the
conditions we must meet in order to be blessed, maybe he
was simply blessing the ones around him that day on the
hillside who didn’t otherwise receive blessing, who had
come to believe that, for them, blessings would never be
in the cards. | mean, come on, doesn’t that just sound like
something Jesus would do? Extravagantly throwing around
blessings as though they grew on trees?

So in closing | want to offer that blessing again to us today
because | imagine the ascended Christ standing among us,
his wounded hands still raised saying:

Blessed are the agnostics.

Blessed are they who doubt. Those who aren’t entirely
sure, who can still be surprised.

Blessed are those who have nothing to offer.

Blessed are the preschoolers who cut in line at communion.
Blessed are the poor in spirit.

You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you.

Blessed are they for whom death is not an abstraction.
Blessed are they who have buried their loved ones, for
whom tears could fill an ocean. Blessed are they who have
loved enough to know what loss feels like.

Blessed are the mothers of the miscarried.

Blessed are they who can’t fall apart because they have to
keep it together for everyone else.

Blessed are those who “still aren’t over it yet.”

Blessed are those who mourn. You are of heaven and
Jesus blesses you.

Blessed are those who no one else notices. The kids who
sit alone at middle-school lunch tables. The laundry guys
at the hospital. The sex workers and the night-shift street
sweepers.

Blessed are the unemployed, the unimpressive, the
underrepresented.

Blessed are the teens who have to figure out ways to hide
the new cuts on their arms. Blessed are the meek.

You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you.

Blessed are the wrongly accused, the ones who never
catch a break, the ones for whom life is hard.

Blessed are those without documentation. Blessed are the
ones without lobbyists.

Blessed are foster kids and special ed kids and every other
kid who just wants to feel safe and loved.

Blessed are those who make terrible business decisions
for the sake of people.

Blessed are the burned-out social workers and the
overworked teachers and the pro bono case takers.

Blessed are the kids who step between the bullies and the
weak. Blessed are they who hear that they are forgiven.

Blessed are the merciful, for they totally get it.

| imagine Christ raising his hands still blessing us all
because | believe that is our Lord’s nature. Because He
was God’s Beatitude—he was God’s blessing to the weak,
God'’s blessing to the wobbly, and the terrified and the
disbelieving, in a world that only seems to admire only the
sure and the strong.

Happy Ascension Day.

Amen.

Originally published in The Corners on May 21, 2023.
Nadia Bolz-Weber is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, founder

of House for All Sinners & Saints in Denver, CO and the
author of three NYT bestselling memoirs.
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18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Anastassia Kolchanoyv, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events

Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (_howland@hotmail.com), Erin
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge,
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex,
Parish Office, and on our website.

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.
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