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31 MAY 2026 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY TRINITY 
 
 
PRELUDE | Die sind die heil’gen zehn Gebot, BWV 678 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (1685-1750) 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 
 

 
 

 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

 
GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
COLLECT 

 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, May 30 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Mary Kane, lector

Sunday, May 31 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Linda Frayling, lector

Sunday, May 31 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Karen McMenamy, Chika Offurum, Nikko Mendoza,  
lectors

Sunday, May 31 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Jerry McElroy, Moira Macdonald, lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY 
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

TODAY'S READINGS

Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9
2 Corinthians 13:11-13

John 20:19-23

Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a
1 Corinthians 10:16-17

John 6:51-58

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous  
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, May 30 | 5:00 p.m.
Susan Szum, 17th Anniversary

Sunday, May 31 | 9:30 a.m.
Trey Armstrong, 3rd Anniversary 
John Karle, 10th Anniversary 
Sheldon Rich, 11th Anniversary
Catherine Kneut, 12th Anniversary 
Frank J. Unni, Memorial
June Grace Manfield, Memorial
Dr. Louis Alosco, Memorial
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Our Deceased
Jill Drohan died on May 24. Prayer for her eternal response 
and for the consolation of her husband, David. May her soul 
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new members 
of our community: Kerry McFadden and Aleksey Gorman, 
Nam Trinh, Bobby Orloski, and Sebastian Fernandez and 
Ann-Sophie Koglin. If you have not previously registered, 
you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Welcoming Our Guests from Temple Israel
This Sunday, May 31, we are honored to welcome members 
of Temple Israel of Boston to our 11:30 liturgy. Their visit 
continues our relationship through the Greater Boston 
Interfaith Organization (GBIO) and returns the hospitality 
they extended when members of our parish visited them in 
March. We are grateful for this ongoing friendship and pray 
that our guests feel at home among us.

“Magnifica Humanitas”— A timely message about 
human dignity, technology, and the common good
We encourage you to read Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, 
Magnifica Humanitas (“Magnificent Humanity”). Written in 
response to the growing influence of artificial intelligence 
and modern technology, the encyclical invites all people of 
good will to reflect deeply on human dignity, community, 
truth, work, and our responsibility to one another in an in-
creasingly digital age. Drawing on the Church’s social teach-
ing, Pope Leo reflects on how emerging technologies can 
either deepen human flourishing or diminish it, depending 
on how we choose to use them. This timely and thought-
provoking document challenges us not to fear the future, but 
to shape it with wisdom, compassion, and Gospel values. You 
can read Magnifica Humanitas in full at the Vatican’s official 
website: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encycli-
cals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html.
 
Attention, Graduates! 
We want to acknowledge and celebrate all our graduates this 
spring. Please email the names of the parishoners who are 
graduating from high school or college to Anastassia Kolcha-
nov at her parish email and use the word "graduate" in the 
subject line. Feel free to include the school's name and the 
degree awarded. 

Parish Pastoral Council Elections 
Don't forget to vote in the PPC election this weekend! Voting 
opens Friday, May 29th at 5:00pm ET and closes on Sunday, 
May 31st at 1pm ET. See the list of candidates and how to 
vote on pages 9-11.

Pride Month
As we begin Pride Month this week, we give thanks for the 
dignity of every person, created in the image and likeness of 
God. Rooted in the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching, we 
strive to be a parish where all are welcomed, valued, and in-
vited into deeper relationship with Jesus and the Church. We 
give thanks, too, for the many gifts LGBTQ+ Catholics bring to 
the life of our parish community.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies.....................................3
   Prayers and Occasions...................................4
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia.............................5
   Parish Pastoral Council Election.................9-11
   A Capitalist (Priest) Reads ‘Magnifica  
   Humanitas’ By James Martin, SJ....................12
   Parish Resources......................................14

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html


5

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

MENTAL HEALTH DROP-IN GROUP
SUNDAY, MAY 31 | 1PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

The mental health ministry at Saint Cecilia exists to offer 
positive support and spiritual accompaniment for those 
who struggle with mental health issues in their lives or 
in the lives of loved ones. For more information, please 
contact Mary Wessel at her parish email.

KNITTING & CROCHET  
MINISTRY MEETINGS
JUNE 1, JULY 6, & AUGUST 3 | 3:30-4:30PM VIA ZOOM

The Knitting and Crochet Ministry will meet all summer 
on the first Monday of the month from 3:30-4:30pm.  
The dates are June 1, July 6, and August 3.

For more information, please contact the ministry.

CHERISHED BELONGING 
WITH FATHER GREG BOYLE, SJ
TUESDAY, JUNE 2 | 5PM  
CRISTO REY BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL

Join us for a powerful evening with Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ—
founder of Homeboy Industries—as he shares stories of 
hope, healing, and radical compassion alongside members 
of his community. Cherished Belonging invites us to witness 
the Gospel in action and reflect on the transformative 
power of kinship. 

This free event will be held on Tuesday, June 2 at 5:00 
PM at Cristo Rey Boston High School, 100 Savin Hill 
Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02125. Space is limited. Advance 
registration is requested at www.cristoreyboston.org/
frboyle.

BELVIDERE TUESDAY MEETING:  
TIME CHANGE
NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 | 6:30-7:30PM
COMMUNITY ROOM

Our final meeting at the current noon time was this past 
Tuesday, May 26th. We’ll gather again on Tuesday, August 
25 at our new time: 6:30–7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Room. We look forward to seeing you as we begin this new 
chapter together. The time is changing, but we’ll still be 
here and the coffee will still be hot. Best wishes for a happy 
and peaceful summer!

ST. JOHN'S PREP HONOR RECEPTION
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 | 6:00 P.M. | LEO AND JOAN 
MAHONEY WELLNESS CENTER, ST. JOHN'S PREP

We are pleased to share that St. John’s Prep in Danvers will 
host its fifth annual Honor Reception on Wednesday, June 3, 
at the Leo and Joan Mahoney Wellness Center on campus. 
The evening will bring together members of the school 
community to express gratitude for the many supporters of 
St. John’s Prep and to celebrate the mission, vision, and values 
that guide its educational ministry. During the reception, the 
school will recognize this year’s honorees for their leadership 
and service. We are especially delighted to note that Father 
John will be honored with the J. Peter Frates ’03 and 1st Lt. 
Derek S. Hines ’99 Servant Leadership Award, in recognition 
of his faithful and generous witness. St. John’s Prep would 
love to have Saint Cecilia parishioners as guests at the event. 
This event is free to attend, but guests are asked to register 
online using the following link: https://www.stjohnsprep.org/
alumni/events-and-programs/honor-reception/register-for-
the-honor-reception.

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
MAY 31 - JUNE 5

SUNDAY, MAY 31
Wisdom & Mature Spirituality | 8:30am via Zoom

Mental Health Drop-In Group | 1pm | Comm. Room

MONDAY, JUNE 1
Knitting & Crochet Ministry Meeting | 3:30pm via Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
Bereavement Group | 6pm via Zoom

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
Anna & Simeon Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall

Rainbow Reflections | 7pm via Zoom 
Wisdom & Mature Spirituality | 7:30pm via Zoom

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
All Are Welcome Mass | 6:30pm | The Paulist Center

http://www.cristoreyboston.org/frboyle
http://www.cristoreyboston.org/frboyle
https://www.stjohnsprep.org/alumni/events-and-programs/honor-reception/register-for-the-honor-reception
https://www.stjohnsprep.org/alumni/events-and-programs/honor-reception/register-for-the-honor-reception
https://www.stjohnsprep.org/alumni/events-and-programs/honor-reception/register-for-the-honor-reception
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BEREAVEMENT GROUP
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 | 6PM VIA ZOOM

When a loved one dies, everything changes. At Saint 
Cecilia, we believe no one should walk alone in grief and 
loneliness. Wherever you are in your grief, you’re welcome 
here. No pressure. No timeline. Just an open, steady 
invitation to join a supportive community. Please contact 
Mary Wessel at her parish email for the Zoom link.

RAINBOW REFLECTIONS
THURSDAY, JUNE 4 | 7PM VIA ZOOM

Rainbow Ministry's Bible study meets 
biweekly on Thursdays over Zoom and 
kicks off on Thursday, June 4, at 7pm. 
Join us for a prayerful discussion of the 
upcoming Sunday's Gospel passage. 
Open to everyone, LGBTQ and straight 
allies alike.

To receive the Zoom link for the meeting, please scan the 
QR code. For questions, email the ministry.

THANK YOU FROM PINE STREET INN! 

ANNA & SIMEON SENIORS
THURSDAY, JUNE 4 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Anna and Simeon Seniors Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, June 4th. From 10:00 to 10:30 am there will be 
coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be time 
for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

SIT & KNIT
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 | 9AM-12PM | PARISH HALL

The next and last "Sit & Knit" for the summer will be Sunday, 
June 7, 2026 from 9:00-12:00. Please bring all WIP, and any 
projects that need to be turned in. Sit & Knit will resume in the 
fall on September 6, 2026.

FAR-FLUNG FLOCK COFFEE HOUR: 
PRIDE MONTH
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Join us as we celebrate Pride Month and welcome members 
of the Saint Cecilia Rainbow Ministry. At Saint Cecilia, our 
LGBTQ+ siblings are not just welcomed—they are cherished 
and we honor the gifts our lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender parishioners bring to our community. Come learn 
how our parish walks with LGBTQ+ Catholics as they deepen 
their relationship with God and one another. The Rainbow 
Ministry builds understanding through speakers, films, service 
opportunities, and social gatherings. All are welcome to join us 
for what is sure to be a rich and engaging conversation. 

If you wi to receive the Zoom link for this and future FFF 
activities, sign up for the mailing list using the following link: 
https://mailchi.mp/stceciliaboston/far-flung-flock-mailing-list.

SPACE TO SHARE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 | 6:30 PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Space to Share is a place for LGBTQ+ parishioners to speak 
freely about the challenges and joys of being LGBTQ+ and 
Catholic (or whatever else is on our minds). Whether it's your 
first visit or you're a biweekly regular, we'd love to have you 
join us! To learn more, please send an email to the ministry.

https://mailchi.mp/stceciliaboston/far-flung-flock-mailing-list
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WOMEN'S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, JUNE 13 | 9:30AM | PARISH HALL

The Women’s Ministry breakfast is a time set aside for faith, 
fellowship, and encouragement. Each month, women of 
all ages and stages of life gather around the table to share 
a simple meal, deepen their relationship with Christ, and 
build meaningful connections through prayer, reflection, 
and discussion.

We believe the world needs the bold witness of women to 
build communities of hope, dignity, and courage. All are 
welcome to help us shape this new ministry. At 9:30 there 
will be coffee/tea and connection; at 10:00, Cheryl McDevitt 
and Maggie Giles will lead a conversation on belonging.

For more information, please contact Mary Wessel at her 
parish email.

JOIN THE SAINT CECILIA CYO 
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR 2026/2027

Join the Saint Cecilia Parish CYO Basketball program as we 
build on a great first season and look ahead to 2026–27! 
We are now accepting registrations for players and team 
managers, with girls teams in grades 3–4, 5–6, and 7–8 and 
boys teams in grades 3–4, 5–6, 7–8, and 9–12. 

Our program emphasizes teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
community, and we welcome athletes of all experience 
levels. We are also seeking dedicated volunteers to 
serve as head and assistant coaches, as well as help with 
scorekeeping during games—your involvement makes this 
program possible. 

Please use the registration link below to sign up and 
be part of another exciting season: https://forms.gle/
D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9. 

RAINBOW MINISTRY
Rainbow Ministry is the LGBTQ-supportive ministry of 
Saint Cecilia Parish. If you are interested in finding LGBTQ 
parishioners to sit with at Mass, or if you want to learn 
about the spiritual and community life activities we offer, 
please email the ministry. We'd love to have you join us!

GBIO TEAM 
UPDATE

GBIO: Beginning the Next Phase
This is a call to the Saint Cecilia 
GBIO team and to anyone 
interested in joining this 
advocacy work. Through GBIO, 
we seek to build collective power 
by developing local leaders 
for lasting change in our communities. From our 
listening sessions, key concerns have emerged: 
immigration, housing and home ownership, 
education, child care, and food security. The 
next step is deeper research into these issues to 
help determine the focus of GBIO’s next multi-
year campaign. We are seeking participants with 
a range of gifts—those with lived experience of 
these issues, as well as those skilled in organizing 
and bringing people together.
 
GBIO Research Training (Rescheduled)
June 15, 2026 | 7:00–8:30 PM

Research goes beyond internet searches. This 
training introduces GBIO’s research methods, 
tools, and timeline for identifying potential 
campaign priorities.
 
Register here: https://secure.everyaction.com/
UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
 
More Opportunities to Get Involved
Many parishioners have expressed a desire to put 
faith into action. As St. Paul reminds us, there are 
different gifts, but the same Spirit. This summer, the 
Saint Cecilia GBIO team will host listening sessions 
on immigration, housing and home ownership, 
education, child care, and food security. Sessions 
will be offered in person and virtually. These 
conversations will guide our discernment and next 
steps as a parish community. Watch for details in 
late June.
 
To get involved or share ideas, send an email to 
the team.

https://forms.gle/D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9
https://forms.gle/D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9
https://secure.everyaction.com/UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
https://secure.everyaction.com/UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
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THE ARMED MAN: A MASS FOR PEACE
SATURDAY, JUNE 13 | 7PM & SUNDAY, JUNE 14  | 2PM
DOLAN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, IPSWICH, MA

Chorus North Shore 
will be performing The 
Armed Man: A Mass for 
Peace on June 13th at 
7:00 p.m. and June 14th 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Dolan 
Performing Arts Center 
in Ipswich, MA. 

This is a multi-media 
production including 
some war imagery that 
some viewers may be 
unsettling. The music is 
choreographed to the 
film, and the message 

is clear: War is never an answer. Peace-making preserves 
human dignity.

Tickets are available at: www.chorusnorthshore.org/tickets/.

DONATIONS FOR DORCHESTER  
FOOD PANTRIES 

Now that our Faith Formation classes have ended for the 
academic year, please consider donating  to Catholic Charities 
and Mary Ann Brett pantries this summer so that they can 
remain well-stocked. The rise in gas prices has, unfortunately, 
challenged local families who are already food insecure. 

Saint Cecilia has committed to providing these items to the 
food pantries: Cheerios or corn flakes, peanut butter, white 
flour pasta and spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, canned tuna 
fish, canned chicken breast, cooking oil, and tomato sauce.  
While any canned or shelf-stable items are appreciated, 
it is particularly helpful when parishioners can help with 
the staples listed above.  Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
donations of baked items or produce in the narthex.

You may wish to follow the example of some of our 
parishioners and have some of the items above delivered to 
the parish via Amazon.com or a similar service. If you choose 
to do so, have them delivered to:

Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115
Att: Mark Lippolt

"COMMUNION" SCREENING: 
RAINBOW MINISTRY MOVIE NIGHT
SUNDAY, JUNE 28 | 4-6PM | SAINT CECILIA PARISH

The Rainbow Ministry 
will be screening 
Communion on Sunday, 
June 28, at 4pm followed 
by a light reception. The 
filmmaker, Matthew 
Labanca, will also join 
us that evening for a 
talkback after the film 
concludes. 

Communion is a 
documentary following 
a beloved gay Catholic 
school teacher who is 
fired for marrying his 
husband and refuses to 
disappear quietly. Through music and personal storytelling, 
Communion follows his path from heartbreak to resolve, 
inviting audiences to wrestle with faith, conscience, and the 
true meaning of love and Church.

The screening is open to everyone (LGBTQ and straight allies 
alike!). To stay up to date, email the ministry.

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES

For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided a 
dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-income, 
at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston without regard 
for their race, nationality, or religious affiliation. Nearly 450 
city-based boys and girls travel to Hull, Massachusetts each 
summer for a one or two week overnight camp experience 
letting them enjoy the fresh air, learn new talents, receive 
academic summer support and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always need 
donations of the following items for the kids at the camp:

•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 
number, the better) 

•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, please 
consider picking up some of the items above and dropping 
them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose in the 
narthex. Thank you!

http://www.chorusnorthshore.org/tickets/
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CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
This weekend, we invite you to make your voice heard by voting for THREE new  

members of our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). Here's how it works:

Starting Friday, May 29th at 5:00 p.m. (ET), you can visit www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/ or scan 
the Flowcode on page 11 to access the voting form. To vote, select up to three candidates and click "submit." 
You will then receive a confirmation message at the bottom of the page when your votes have been sent in.  

VOTING IS OPEN FROM FRIDAY, MAY 29 AT 5:00PM (ET) TO SUNDAY, MAY 31 AT 1:00PM (ET). 

STEPHEN FOLEY: Saint Cecilia is a place of comfort, community, and spiritual 
growth — a sanctuary where I find a deep sense of belonging and connection 
with others who share my values and faith. Through worship, prayer, and fel-
lowship, I draw strength and guidance to navigate life’s challenges, and I am 
continually inspired by this parish’s spirit of kindness, compassion, and service.
 
I have been a registered parishioner for three years and a familiar face at the 
9:30 AM Sunday Mass. I currently serve the community as a Eucharistic Minister, 
a ministry that has deepened my faith and commitment to this parish family. It 
is because of all that Saint Cecilia has given me that I feel called to give back by 
serving on the Parish Pastoral Council — to help shape and strengthen the com-
munity that has meant so much to me. 

PETER HALEY: St. Cecilia is for me both a refuge from the pressures and trials 
outside the church, a place where I can think more clearly about my own life 
and orient myself towards the beliefs that animate our faith, and also a place to 
engage with other members of the community in an effort to share our strength 
as a group with each other.  To be in church with others is for me a way to share 
my faith with others and offer my support for others.  I believe that through 
service on the Council I can make myself useful to others by working to support 
the tradition of making our community a source of strength for others inside and 
outside the parish.  I have been a registered parishioner at St. Cecilia since 2019.   
I am a Lector and usually attend the 9:30 am Mass on Sundays.

AUBREY HARTNETT: I have been a parishioner at Saint Cecilia since 2012, and 
it is truly my parish home where I got married and have baptized my three chil-
dren. Over the years, I have been involved in the Young Adults and Young Fami-
lies ministries, as well as the Racial Equity Team and even the choir. We have 
been longtime 9:30 Mass-goers, but have also added the 8am to our rotation 
with the religious education schedule. As a lay Marianist, the culture of Saint 
Cecilia felt immediately at home for me, and the community is unparalleled. 
Saint Cecilia has challenged me, supported me, and been a place where I have 
grown so much. I look forward to serving on the Council bringing my own experi-
ence as a mother of young children and a part of a mixed-faith and multiracial 
household, and also listening to and learning from the community around me to 
better serve the community in the pews and joining online. Whether we see you 
in the pews or around the city (we join from East Boston!), I am excited to serve 
this parish community. 

http://www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/
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Any questions can be sent to Scott MacDonald at his parish email address.

KIDISTI (KAY) MAMMO: Saint Cecilia is my spiritual home and the place where 
I reflect and learn about putting my faith into action and how to apply the les-
sons of the Gospel in my life. Coming to Saint Cecilia has provided me with a 
church community that also believes that our job as Christians is to stand with 
the marginalized. The folks at Saint Cecilia teach me everyday how easy it is to 
be welcoming. I have been coming to Mass since 2023 and regularly, (almost) 
every weekend, for the past year and quickly made close friends. I attend Young 
Adult Ministry events, church retreats, and special events our parish hosts, such 
as special speakers like Father James Martin, folks from Doctors Against Geno-
cide, and more. You typically see me at 11:30am! I look forward to applying my 
professional experience in sustainability and management into my role on the 
Parish Council!

PETER LIN-MARCUS: As a 20+ year parishioner at Saint Cecilia Parish, I would 
welcome the chance  to serve on the Parish Council. For me, our faith is not only 
about the 2–3 hours we spend together on Sunday, but about  the remaining 6½ 
days each week. Through the Journey to Racial Justice, the Racial and Social Jus-
tice Ministry, and parish life, I supported Saint Cecilia’s ongoing work to become 
an antiracist parish rooted in the Gospel.

As a GBIO-trained community organizer, I hope to help Saint Cecilia deepen its 
engagement with the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization and empower pa-
rishioners to live the Gospel through action, relationship, and beloved commu-
nity. Our parish is called to cultivate a culture of ownership rooted in the truth 
that every person is created in the image of God and entrusted with gifts to help 
build the Kingdom of God. I will help Saint Cecilia continue building systems 
and ministries with maximum feasible inclusion of all people—including BIPOC 
communities, youth, LGBTQ+ people, neurodiverse individuals, disabled people, 
immigrants, and those feeling excluded from church life.

The Gospel calls us not simply to welcome people, but to empower them as co-
creators of our parish community and mission, ultimately to be full participants 
in God’s creation work.  I invite all of us to join together to make this happen.

SARAH MURPHY TRAVIS: My name is Sarah Murphy Travis, and my husband 
and I have been parishioners of Saint Cecilia Parish since returning to Boston 
in 2022. From our very first Mass, we felt a genuine sense of welcome and be-
longing that has stayed with us. We regularly attend the Sunday 9:30 AM Mass, 
which I cherish for its mix of generations and young families. When we attend 
the Sunday 6:00 PM Mass, I am equally moved by the music, homilies, and the 
presence of so many young people. Both experiences have deepened my love 
for the parish.  
 
That feeling of being welcomed inspired me to serve. I joined the Greeters and 
Ushers Ministry last year, and it has become one of the most meaingful parts 
of my week. I truly enjoy offering a warm welcome to others. I also participate 
in the Knitting and Crochet Ministry, where I have found both friendship and a 
shared sense of care for others.
 
After a recent trip away, returning to Saint Cecilia felt like coming home. Thank 
you for considering me for the Parish Pastoral Council. It would be a privilege to 
serve.
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HOW TO VOTE IN THE PARISH 
PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION

1. Scan the Flowcode below or visit www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/
    between Friday, May 29th at 5:00pm ET and Sunday, May 31st at 1pm ET.

2. Select up to three candidates and click "submit." If you will not be present this 
     weekend, you may also submit your vote by email before May 31st at 1pm.  
 
3. A confirmation message will pop up on the screen when your votes have   
    been sent in. 

4. Election results will be published in the bulletin the following week (June 7th). 

SCAN HERE TO VOTE:

If you are having trouble accessing the Flowcode, please visit  
www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/ or contact reception.  

http://www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/
http://www.stceciliaboston.org/ppc-election-2026/


12

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

A CAPITALIST (PRIEST) READS 
‘MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS’  

BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ

I am a capitalist. As a graduate of the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania who studied finance, 

accounting and economics (and worked in corporate finance 
before entering the Jesuits), I believe that capitalism is the 
economic system that most efficiently distributes goods 
and services. Adam Smith’s image of the “invisible hand,” in 
which self-interest and the desire to make money naturally 
drive people to respond to market forces in a more efficient 
way than in any other system, has always made sense to me. 
And the market (or economy) does best when left alone, 
not managed by the state. This notion, sometimes called 
“free-market capitalism,” “laissez-faire capitalism” or “neo-
liberalism,” has always rung true.

But, as a quick glance around our world will confirm, 
capitalism is not perfect. Countless people languish in 
poverty even in free-market economies. Even the “freest” 
market is characterized by what one of my economics 
professors called the “transitional poor,” that is, those who 
are poor temporarily, until the market can raise all the boats. 
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Moreover, the system is unfairly weighted toward the wealthy, 
who can secure loopholes and special treatment. 

Pope Leo XIV’s superb new encyclical, “Magnifica Humanitas,” 
is the most cogent Catholic critique of capitalism that I have 
ever read. Pope Leo does this in sure, deft and lucid strokes. 
(And it’s clear that an English-speaker wrote this encyclical and 
that it was not simply translated into English. It’s beautifully 
written.)

How does he approach this critique, and what does he say?

First, the Holy Father centers our attention not on profits, or 
even progress, but on something far more valuable: human 
dignity. At Wharton, we were taught that corporations have 
one goal and one goal only: to maximize profits and to provide 
the maximum possible income for their shareholders, that 
is, for the owners. Everything else, we were taught, is beside 
the point; besides, anything else that you would want from 
a company (say, better health care benefits for employees) 

Copies of "Magnifica Humanitas" are seen at the Vatican's Synod Hall May 25, 2026.
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would be achieved most efficiently by making more money.

But Pope Leo reminds us that a focus on profits alone means 
that the human being is sometimes seen as expendable: 
People are casually laid off, some lose the ability to support 
their families, and often whole communities are affected by 
layoffs and closures. An economic system that looks upon 
these results as simply inevitable needs to be critiqued. “The 
positive potential of the market and private initiative [makes 
sense] only if they remain subordinate to the moral law and 
guided by the principle of solidarity, without sacrificing the 
most vulnerable to the rationale of profit” (No. 39).

Speaking of “solidarity,” Pope Leo’s new encyclical offers a 
master class in Catholic social teaching and reminds us that 
these tenets must guide all economic decisions, including 
decisions about the backdrop of this new teaching: artificial 
intelligence. It is notable that “Magnifica Humanitas” was 
signed on the 135th anniversary of “Rerum Novarum,” Pope 
Leo XIII’s great encyclical that started the modern tradition 
of Catholic social teaching. Leo XIV’s lucid summary of 
Catholic social teaching helps us to see different “rationales” 
by which economic decisions should be made.

Among them are: the dignity of the person, which comes 
from God; the common good, where goals are not simply 
individualistic but communal; the universal destination 
of goods, where the resources of the earth are meant for 
everybody, not just a few; subsidiarity, where decisions are 
made closest to those who are affected by them; and social 
justice, which reminds us that social structures need to be 
evaluated for sinful patterns (“structures of sin”) and that 
we must always take the preferential option for the poor. 

Again, these principles, not simply the desire for profits, 
need to guide our economic decision-making. For example, 
decisions about A.I. must be taken while bearing in mind  
the common good. “Magnifica Humanitas”  refers to Pope 
Benedict XVI’s encyclical, “Caritas in Veritate,” and says, “[E]
conomic activity cannot claim to solve social problems simply 
through the expansion of a commercial mentality, but must 
be ordered toward the common good, for which the political 
community bears its own irreplaceable responsibility” (No. 
40).

Further, Pope Leo says, the traditional concept of the 
“universal destination of goods,” in which resources are 
meant for the benefit and use of all, supersedes rights to 
private property. This is an idea that will probably challenge 
free-market enthusiasts, who would be more likely to say, 
“To the victor belong the spoils.” But, as Pope Leo reminds 
us, “the Christian tradition has never recognized the right 
to private property as absolute or inviolable” (No. 66). The 
common good always takes precedent.

Here, the church presents another challenge to the capitalist 
model: Among those “universal goods” are “new forms of 
property, such as patents, algorithms, digital platforms, 
technological infrastructure and data.” In an era where 

access to such things as patents for drugs may mean life and 
death, the good of the human person, indeed all human 
persons, must take precedence over the deification of private 
rights.

Finally, Pope Leo effectively critiques any systems  that would 
reduce human beings to cogs, machines or even algorithms. 
Interestingly, his encyclical connects the dangerous idea that 
human beings are merely workers with the strange goals 
of “transhumanism” and “posthumanism,” through which 
some believe we can “perfect” the human being or transcend 
physical limitations, illness and even suffering itself.

But Pope Leo reminds us that not only should the human 
being not be seen as a cog in a soulless economy but also 
that we cannot be measured by the values of economic 
production. Human beings are “worth” far more than that. 
“The value of persons,” he writes bluntly, “does not depend 
on what they achieve or produce” (No. 51). 

Moreover, our worth does not diminish if we diminish 
physically. This is the great mistake of “transhumanism” and 
“posthumanism.” “Finitude, when truly accepted, does not 
diminish us but opens us to recognizing the face of God and 
others,” Leo writes. “Indeed, precisely because we experience 
limits—vulnerability, suffering and failure—we can recognize 
the inviolable dignity of every person, both our own and that 
of others” (No. 122).

Overall, “Magnifica Humanitas,” along with the entire body 
of Catholic social teaching, reminds us that the market, for all 
its power, does not save. Only God does. And God asks us to 
look not simply at profits but more importantly, at the infinite 
dignity of the human person.

Originally published in America Magazine on May 25, 2026.

The Rev. James Martin, SJ, is a Jesuit priest, author, editor at 
large at America and founder of Outreach.
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
E-mail | info@stceciliaboston.org Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, and 11:30 a.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Father Jim Shaughnessy, SJ is available by appointment for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. To schedule an appointment, please call the Parish Office. 

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Le-
titia Howland,  or Erin Young if you have any questions. The Archdiocese 
of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children from harm 
and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a 
goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for children, and 
recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. The full policy is 
available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


