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THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

 
PRELUDE | Andante Sostenuto from Symphony Gothique Charles-Marie Widor 
 (1844-1937) 
  
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Come to the Feast Dan Schutte 
 

 
 



 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

 
GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

COLLECT 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 
FIRST READING | Genesis 14: 18-20 
 



 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Psalm 8: 110: You Are a Priest Forever Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 
 
SECOND READING | 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL | Luke 9: 11b-17 
 
 
HOMILY  
 



NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH! 
 

We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial 
contribution to  
our parish is to use the parish Flowcode below.  
 
Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera 
at the Flowcode image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You 
may need to zoom in a bit to focus on the code. 
 
If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston. 
 
 
You can also mail a check to: 
 
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
 

 

 
 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, June 21 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Emily Bogert, lector

Sunday, June 22 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Emily St. Germain, lector

Sunday, June 22 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Ricardo da Silva, SJ, celebrant
Letitia Howland, Rosaria Salerno,  
Tom Comparato, lectors

Sunday, June 22 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. Ricardo da Silva, SJ, celebrant
Nikko Mendoza and Karen McMenamy, lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous 
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, June 21 | 5:00 p.m.
Mary Botosh, Memorial

Sunday, June 22 | 9:30 a.m.
Pam Cach, Memorial

Friday, June 27 | 8:00 a.m.
Maria Cristina Campo de Paez, Anniversary

SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS  
PETER AND PAUL, READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Acts 12:1-11
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

Matthew 16:13-19

Genesis 14:18-20
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Luke 9:11b-17
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele 
Maniscalco, Fred Tufts, Baby Eloise Josephine Mason,  
Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai Sim, Andrea Surette, and  
Maureen McLaughlin.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants: 
Veronica Lee of St. Louis, Missouri, Caroline and Jameson 
Barber of Woburn, Brie Howard of Boston, and Jackie 
Vanegas, also of Boston. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Congratulations, Graduates!
We congratulate Elizabeth St. George for being awarded a 
bachelor of arts degree in economics and psychology from 
Boston College. We also congratulate Delmace Mayo for 
earning his high school diploma from Brighton High School.
Good luck on your post-graduate journeys, Elizabeth and 
Delmace!

Attention, Graduates!
We want to acknowledge and celebrate all our graduates 
this spring. Please email the names of the parishoners who 
are graduating from high school or college to Anastassia 
Kolchanov at akolchanov@stceciliaboston.org and use the 
word "graduate" in the subject line. Feel free to include the
school's name and the degree awarded.

Catholic Appeal
Because of your generous support, we have reached  57% 
of our monetary goal and 71% of our donor goal. Thank you 
for responding in faith, hope, and charity by making a gift to 
this year's Catholic Appeal. We are stronger together and 
your generous participation is greatly appreciated! You can 
donate here: https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/

Happy Summer
Summer officially begins on Friday, June 20. This period 
around the June solstice is known as midsummer and 
Midsummer’s Day is June 24—the Solemnity of the Nativity 
of Saint John the Baptist. The Nativity of John the Baptist is 
one of the oldest festivals of the Christian church and long 
ago helped to Christianize the pagan summer solstice rites. 
Pray for a happy and safe summer for all the members of 
our community!

Happy Pride Month!
Saint Cecilia wishes a Happy Pride to our LGBTQ+ siblings. 
Thank you for the courage you show in living lives of 
authenticity and for reminding us all that love always wins. 
As we continue to celebrate Pride, may we never forget that 
every one of us is made in the beautiful image of God and 
is entitled to be treated with "respect, compassion, and 
sensitivity." ~Catechism of the Catholic Church

SCYA Pilgrimage Day Retreat
Are you a young adult (18-40) looking for a way to 
participate in the "Pilgrims of Hope" Jubilee Year without 
leaving Boston? Are you interested in learning more about 
what a pilgrimage is, connecting with other young adults, 
and going on a short walking pilgrimage all in one day? Saint 
Cecilia Young Adult Ministry is hosting a one-day retreat to 
discuss the theology and experience of a pilgrimage. This 
day retreat will conclude with the opportunity to participate 
in a 3-mile walk to two local pilgrimage sites. There is no 
cost to attend. To learn more and to register, please scan 
the QR code below:

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies...................................... 3
   Prayers and Occasions.................................... 4
   What Daddy Taught Me About Unconditional    
   Love By Jeannine Gramick............................... 6
   Give the Sacred Heart Devotion A Second 
   Chance By James Martin, SJ............................. 8
   Eucharist
   By Daniel Bonnel ............................................ 9
   Parish Resources....................................... 10
  

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org. 
https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/
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SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
THOSE IN THE MEDICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE
SUNDAY, JUNE 22 | 1PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

This group is an ongoing meeting throughout this summer to 
provide spiritual support for those working in the healthcare 
system in these stressful times. Our next meeting is June 22, 
Sunday, at 1pm. You are welcome to drop in and meet other 
parishioners who work in the healthcare system and want to 
integrate their Catholic spirituality in their self-care and care 
of others. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary 
Wessel at her parish email, Michael Murphy PhD, or Kathy 
Sanders MD. Please call our reception desk (617-536-4548) 
if you need any email addresses shared — our receptionists 
will be happy to help!

JOIN THE WISDOM AND MATURE 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP
The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group holds two 
gatherings each week on Zoom—Thursday evenings from 
7:30 to 8:30 and Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30—to 
share ways in which faith informs and enriches the second 
half of life. This is not a book club, but conversations are 
often informed by shared spiritual reading. The group is 
presently concluding their exploration of The Serviceberry by 
Robin Wall Kimmerer. On May 29 they will begin discussing 
Rochard Rohr’s newest book, The Tears of Things. For more 
information about meetings or to be added to their mailing 
list, please send an email to the ministry.

SAINT CECILIA MENTAL 
HEALTH MINISTRY
SUNDAY, JUNE 29 | 2PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in 
open to parishioners who are struggling with their mental 
health during challenging times. This is not a therapy group, 
but a place to gather once a month to discuss mental 
health through the lens of Scripture and faith. To get on the 
distribution list, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish 
email.

HELP US SEND A KID TO CAMP! 
As you may know, Saint Cecilia Parish has a long-standing 
relationship with the Huntington YMCA and many social 
service programs offered in that facility, especially the 
Families in Transition program. What you may not know is 
that the Huntington Avenue Y is the oldest in the United 
States and the cornerstone for the building was laid by 

President William Howard Taft in 1912. Through our 
combined donations, we would like to see if we can 
collect enough ($2,500) to send one inner-city kid, aged 8 
to 16, to Y camp this summer. The YMCA overnight camp 
in New Hampshire is a life-changing experience for those 
fortunate enough to attend. 

To make a donation by check—in any amount—please 
make it payable to "YMCA of Greater Boston" and indicate 
in the memo line: "Summer Camp." Checks should be 
mailed to: Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint 
Cecilia Parish, 18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. 
Thanks as always for your accustomed generosity!

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES
For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided 
a dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-
income, at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston 
without regard for their race, nationality, or religious 
affiliation. Nearly 450 city-based boys and girls travel to 
Hull, Massachusetts each summer for a one or two week 
overnight camp experience letting them enjoy the fresh 
air, learn new talents, receive academic summer support 
and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always 
need donations of the following items for the kids at the 
camp:

•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 
number, the better) 

•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, 
please consider picking up some of the items above and 
dropping them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose 
in the narthex. Thank you!

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Generous parishioners have donated a supply of children's 
books that can be found in a box in the narthex. Please 
feel free to borrow these during one of our liturgies.
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Evan Walters (1893 - 1951) was a Welsh artist who split 
his time between Swansea and London. Walters' work 
initially focused on conventional portraiture as well as 
depictions of Welsh landscapes and workers. Walters 
was noticed by a local philanthropist at his first solo 
show in 1920, elevating his career to new heights. 

With his newfound success, Walters started experi-
menting with perception and time. His fascination 
with vision came from an experience he had one 
evening gazing at a fire: he became aware of the 
"doubled" appearance of his boot as he mindless-
ly stared at the flames. This moment led to Walters  
developing the double-vision technique which aimed to 
capture the physical act of visualization. 

He spent the rest of his career fixated on vision 
and the problem of depicting visual experiences. In  
Walters' double-vision paintings, objects in focus 
were fixed and painted precisely while objects in 
the peripheral visual field were doubled or semi-
translucent. Walters' techniques were ahead of his  
time but not received warmly by the public, and his 
popularity waned. 

WHAT DADDY TAUGHT ME ABOUT 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

BY JEANNINE GRAMICK, SL
Although I grew up in a working class, immigrant family 
in conservative, Catholic-dominated Philadelphia in the 
1950s, I was a child of privilege. For many of my child-
hood years, I lived in an extended family with my mater-
nal grandfather, two unmarried uncles and my parents. As 
I was an only child, I was "spoiled" by all the adults in the 
household — and I loved it. 

I once, innocently, filled my father's bottle of aftershave 
lotion with water. When my deed was revealed, with my 
father angrily asking, "Who messed up my aftershave?" I 
sheepishly confessed, "I was making more for you, Dad-
dy!" Of course, there were no reprimands (there never 
were), only praise that I was trying to help, to save, to be 
economical. (That economical trait has lingered with me 
over the decades!) 

When I was in the second grade, my mother began to suf-
fer physical problems that landed her in the hospital for 
weeks and weeks each year. I naturally grew closer to my 
father and was often referred to as "Daddy's little girl." 
The close bond we shared continued through grade and 
high school and after I entered the convent. Fearing that 
I would be "shutting myself up" and would "have a hard 
life," my father would sporadically tell me, "You can al-
ways come home, you know. The door is always open." 

I entered religious life in the "old days" when we were per-
mitted to visit home only at the death of a parent. After 
about a half dozen years in the convent, the rules began 
to relax during a period of "experimentation." Naturally, I 
wanted to see my parents as often as possible. So, when I 
had an opportunity to select a graduate school in order to 
teach at my religious community's college, I chose the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. And it was there 
in 1971 that I came to meet lesbian and gay people on a 
personal level, changing the course of my life's ministry.

When I helped to plan a conference on "Reconciliation 
between the Churches and the Homosexual" sponsored 
by an ecumenical Christian group, I was interviewed by a 
major Philadelphia newspaper about my ministry with les-
bian/gay people. As it happened, my parents were coming 
to visit me the day that the article appeared in the paper, 
and I had not told them about my new "extracurricular 

activity."

 "What's this?" my father asked, pulling out the newspa-
per article with a big picture of me sitting in the convent 
parlor. "Why are you meeting with those people?" he 
asked. "Well, Daddy, they have been shunned and ignored 
by society. They're part of the church and someone has to 
reach out to let them know that God and the church cares 
for them."
"Well, let the other nuns do it," he retorted. "You just go to 
Baltimore and teach math at that college." He thought for 
a long moment and then asked, "Well, you're not going to 

Sr. Jeannine Gramick in 2021

Im
age: Tom

asz Kaczor|Kontakt M
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burn any draft records, are you?"

My father served in World War II and was a staunch gov-
ernment supporter. Many priests and nuns were protest-
ing the Vietnam War, including a close sister friend who 
was arrested and went to trial, but was not sentenced to 
jail time.

"I'm against the war, but I probably won't burn any draft 
records. But what if I do?" I asked.

He thought for a long moment. Then he finally said, 
"That's against our country, you know." Another much 
longer pause. Then, "But if you did it, it would be all right 
because you're my daughter."

My father passed to eternal life more than 20 years ago 
and I still miss him dearly. But it has been only after his 
death that I have come to understand and appreciate 
what he taught me.

For the last two and a half years before he died, my fa-
ther lived with me. One day when we were sitting at the 
kitchen table, he started complaining.

"Daddy, what's the matter with you? You've been awfully 
grouchy lately." 

"I don't know," he responded.

The next day, I took my dad to the dentist for his appoint-
ment. During the following weeks, he was back to his usu-
al cheerful self. It began to dawn on me that my father had 
been irritable because he was in pain. I now believe that 
people who are offensive or even nasty must be hurting in 
some way. When I talk with them and hear some of their 
stories, I have found that they have indeed been in pain. 
I try to think about this regarding some politicians whose 
views I abhor.

Take that aftershave incident. When someone interferes 
with my plans, or outright disagrees with me, I need to 
remember my dad: Stop, take note of what the other is 
saying, and get in their shoes. I may just find they have 
good intentions and discover something I had not under-
stood. This is what Pope Francis' agenda of synodality was 
all about. Listen to the other before you speak.

My father preferred that I choose a different lifestyle, but 
he let go and gave me the freedom to live my own life. In 
hindsight, he was teaching me to let go of things I cannot 
change. I need to let others be free to be who they are and 
stop trying to make others think or behave as I want them 

to. I need to respect their freedom. 

The episode about my involvement with the lesbian/gay 
community was a prime example of how my father loved 
me unconditionally, how he would accept anything I did, 
even if he did not agree or understand it. It was OK with 
him because I was his daughter. Whether I was a little girl 
interfering with his shaving equipment, or an older teenager 
bent on a life he did not prefer or a grown adult with op-
posing views, no disruption, conflict of interest or political 
disagreement would ever overcome his love for me. 

I have come to see his unconditional love as a manifesta-
tion of God's unconditional love for me — and for all of us. 
God loves me, each of us, so fiercely that there is nothing, 
absolutely nothing, we can do that would separate us from 
God's love. I think that sometimes God must scratch God's 
head and mutter, "What in the world does she think she's 
doing? This is not good for her or others." But still God loves 
me. This is how God loves each of us. Jeremiah (31:3) said 
it well: "The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying, 'I have 
loved you with an everlasting love.' "

When my father died, his memorial card featured a quote 
from St. John Chrysostom: "They whom we love and lose are 
no longer where they were before. They are now wherever 
we are." How very true! My father's spirit has been with me 
over the decades, continuing to teach me lessons I need to 
learn.

Originally published in the National Catholic Reporter on 
June 6, 2025. 

Sr. Jeannine Gramick, SL is the co-founder, with Fr. Robert 
Nugent, of New Ways Ministry, a social justice center that 
educates and advocates for justice and equality for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) Catholics, and 
reconciliation within the larger church and civil communities.
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GIVE THE SACRED 
HEART DEVOTION A 

SECOND CHANCE
BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ

If you read enough novels that feature Catholic characters, 
you’re bound to run across a Catholic family described 
as having an “oleograph of the Sacred Heart” hanging 
somewhere in their house (usually the kitchen, the dining 
room or the bedroom). It’s the lazy novelist’s shorthand 
for a certain kind of kitschy, overheated devotional 
stance that is supposed to “locate” for the reader the 
pious sensibilities of the (usually indigent or uneducated) 
Catholic characters. 

The Sacred Heart is one of the few devotions that have 
probably suffered from its artistic representations. Many 
of the images with which older Catholics are familiar are 
both kitschy and off-putting: a doe-eyed Jesus pointing to 
his heart, which is always pictured outside his body. There 
is the yuck factor (the bleeding heart surrounded by a 
crown of thorns is often pictured in gruesome detail) and 
the disbelief factor (there's no way that a carpenter from 
Nazareth looked so effeminate). It’s a tragedy that art has 
distanced many Catholics from a powerful way of looking 
at Jesus.   

The devotion began with the mystical visions of Jesus 
and his Sacred Heart as revealed to St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque (1647-1690), a Visitation Sister living in the 
French town of Paray-le-Monial. As is often the case, the 
sisters in her community were highly doubtful about her 
reported visions. At one point Margaret Mary was told in 
prayer that God would send her “his faithful servant and 
perfect friend.”  Shortly afterwards, the mild-mannered 
St. Claude la Colombiere, a Jesuit priest living nearby, was 
assigned to serve as her spiritual director. Later, Margaret 
Mary would have a vision that showed their two hearts 
(hers and Claude’s) united with the heart of Jesus. 

From that point the two worked together to spread the 
devotion, which became strongly associated with the 
Jesuits, who promoted it with vigor in the following 
centuries. As the devotion flourished, the paintings, 
mosaics, sculptures and yes, oleographs proliferated. 
So did parishes, hospitals, retreat centers, schools and 

universities named in its honor. Everything you know that is 
named “Sacred Heart” (including the great church of Sacré 
Coeur in Paris) stems from these two people—and Jesus of 
course.

(By the way, Fr. Claude wasn’t thought of too highly by his 
brothers either. Jesuit communities used to have house 
“historian” who would record the events of the community 
life. The final few days before Claude’s death were recorded 
as follows by the house historian: “Nothing worthy of note.”)

In time, though, devotion to the Sacred Heart fell off to such 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus by Stephen B. Whatley, c. 2010

Im
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an extent that Pedro Arrupe, SJ, then the superior general 
of the Society of Jesus, had to remind his brother Jesuits 
in 1981: “I have always been convinced that what we call 
‘Devotion to the Sacred Heart’ is a symbolic expression 
of the very basis of the Ignatian spirit.” He told them that 
the Sacred Heart is "one of the deepest sources of vitality 
for [my] interior life." Yet Father Arrupe acknowledged, 
"In recent years the very expression ‘Sacred Heart’ has 
constantly aroused, from some quarters, emotional, 
almost allergic reactions."  
	
Those “allergic reactions” mean that we are missing a 
powerful and vivid symbol of the love of Jesus. For the 
Sacred Heart is nothing less than an image of the way 
that Jesus loves us: fully, lavishly, radically, completely, 
sacrificially. The Sacred Heart invites to meditate on some 
of the most important questions in the spiritual life: In 
what ways did Jesus love his disciples and friends? How 
did he love strangers and outcasts? How was he able to 
love his enemies? How did he show his love for humanity? 
What would it mean to love like Jesus did? What would it 
mean for me to have a heart like his? How can my heart 
become more "sacred"? For in the end, the Sacred Heart 
is about understanding Jesus’s love for us and inviting us 
to love others as Jesus did.

Perhaps newer images are needed to revive this storied 
devotion (like the one above, by Stephen B Whatley, an 
expressionist artist based in London). Or perhaps we just 
need newer ways of thinking about this Solemnity, which 
is today.

Last year I participated in the “Hearts on Fire” retreat, 
a young-adult retreat sponsored by the Apostleship of 
Prayer. It was a wonderful day-and-a-half of talks and 
prayers and songs and sharing led by a group of talented 
young Jesuits. During one session, Phil Hurley, S.J., the 
director of the program, gave a lively presentation to the 
young adults on the Sacred Heart. He recounted how he 
had recently shown some images of the Sacred Heart to 
some schoolchildren. “Why do you think Jesus’s heart is 
shown on the outside of his body?” he asked the children.

One girl spoke up: “Because he loves us so much that he 
can’t keep it in!” 

Originally published in the America Magazine on June 15, 
2012. 

Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author and editor 
at large at America.

Eucharist 
by Daniel Bonnel, c. 2011
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
E-mail | info@stceciliaboston.org Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, & 11:30 a.m
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-  
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


