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7 JUNE 2026 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 
 
PRELUDE | Nun bitten wir den heiligen Geist Georg Böhm 
 (1661-1733) 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Come to the Feast Bob Hurd 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

 
GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
COLLECT 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
 
FIRST READING | Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 147: Praise the Lord, Jerusalem Marty Haugen 
 

 
 

1. O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! O Sion, praise your God! He has strengthened  
the bars of your gates; he has blessed your children within you. 
 

2. He established peace on your borders: he gives you your fill of finest wheat.  
He sends out his word to the earth, and swiftly runs his command.  
 

3. He reveals his word to Jacob; to Israel, his decrees and judgments.  
He has not dealt thus with other nations; he has not taught them his judgments.  
 

 

SECOND READING | 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 
 

 
GOSPEL | John 6: 51-58 
 
HOMILY  
 



NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
 

 
 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, June 6 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Emily Bogert, lector

Sunday, June 7 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant
Emily St Germain, lector

Sunday, June 7| 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Julie DesAutels, Tom Comparato, Zachary Boutin,  
lectors

Sunday, June 7 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Pat Scofield, Maggie Giles, lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a
1 Corinthians 10:16-17

John 6:51-58

Exodus 19:2-6a
Romans 5:6-11

Matthew 9:36—10:8

Scan this code for 
offertory giving:

Thank you for your generous  
support of Saint Cecilia Parish!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, June 6 | 5:00 p.m.
Catherine Aylward, Memorial

Sunday, June 7 | 8:00 a.m.
John and Angelina Machado, Memorial

Sunday, June 7 | 9:30 a.m.
Don Garaventi, 2nd Anniversary
Patricia Macdonald, 12th Anniversary
Beirne Lovely, Anniversary 
Joanna Morrissey, Memorial 
Ann Griffin, Memorial
Catty Lydon, Memorial 
Lynne DeLuca, Memorial
Bernard DeFusco, Memorial
Loretta Macdonald, Memorial
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Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new members of 
our community: Kelly Miller and John Thurston, Kimberly 
and Craig McNulty, Courtney and James Feeney, Maya 
Kelly and David Girardin, John Rich, Kevin Ronhock, Rene 
Miller, and Maya Patterson and Patrick Flynn. If you have 
not previously registered, you can do so online at www.
stceciliaboston.org.

Congratulations, Graduates! 
We wish to congratulate to Owen Madden, who graduated 
from the University of Massachusetts Boston earlier this 
month.

Pride Month
As Pride Month continues, we give thanks for the dignity 
of every person, created in the image and likeness of God. 
Rooted in the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching, we strive 
to be a parish where all are welcomed, valued, and invited 
into deeper relationship with Jesus and the Church. We give 
thanks, too, for the many gifts LGBTQ+ Catholics bring to the 
life of our parish community.

Attention, Graduates! 
We want to acknowledge and celebrate all our graduates 
this spring. Please email the names of the parishoners who 
are graduating from high school or college to Anastassia 
Kolchanov at akolchanov@stceciliaboston.org and use the 
word "graduate" in the subject line. Feel free to include the 
school's name and the degree awarded. 

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS
IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies.....................................3
   Prayers and Occasions...................................4
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia.............................5
   Ten Takeaways From ‘Magnifica Humanitas’  
   By Lavoisier Fernandes.................................10
   Parish Operating Statement: Q3...................12
   Parish Resources......................................14

The floral arrangement in front of the 
altar is given for the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Beirne Lovely by his 

wife Joan Lovely.
The Bread of Life from Heaven by Sister Oksoon Kim (2014)

Credit: Art and Theology
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SIT & KNIT
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 | 9AM-12PM | PARISH HALL

The next and last "Sit & Knit" for the summer will be Sunday, 
June 7, 2026 from 9:00-12:00. Please bring all WIP, and any 
projects that need to be turned in. Sit & Knit will resume in 
the fall on September 6, 2026.

FAR-FLUNG FLOCK COFFEE HOUR: 
PRIDE MONTH
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 | 4PM EST VIA ZOOM

Join us as we celebrate Pride Month and welcome members 
of the Saint Cecilia Rainbow Ministry. At Saint Cecilia, our 
LGBTQ+ siblings are not just welcomed—they are cherished 
and we honor the gifts our lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender parishioners bring to our community. Come 
learn how our parish walks with LGBTQ+ Catholics as they 
deepen their relationship with God and one another. The 
Rainbow Ministry builds understanding through speakers, 
films, service opportunities, and social gatherings. All 
are welcome to join us for what is sure to be a rich and 
engaging conversation. 

If you wi to receive the Zoom link for this and future FFF 
activities, sign up for the mailing list using the following 
link: https://mailchi.mp/stceciliaboston/far-flung-flock-
mailing-list.

SPACE TO SHARE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 | 6:30 PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Space to Share is a place for LGBTQ+ parishioners to speak 
freely about the challenges and joys of being LGBTQ+ and 
Catholic (or whatever else is on our minds). Whether it's your 
first visit or you're a biweekly regular, we'd love to have you 
join us! To learn more, please email the Rainbow ministry.

WOMEN'S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, JUNE 13 | 9:30AM | PARISH HALL

The Women’s Ministry breakfast is a time set aside for faith, 
fellowship, and encouragement. Each month, women of 
all ages and stages of life gather around the table to share 
a simple meal, deepen their relationship with Christ, and 
build meaningful connections through prayer, reflection, and 
discussion.

We believe the world needs the bold witness of women to 
build communities of hope, dignity, and courage. All are 
welcome to help us shape this new ministry. At 9:30 there will 
be coffee/tea and connection; at 10:00, Cheryl McDevitt and 
Maggie Giles will lead a conversation on belonging.

For more information, please contact Mary Wessel at her 
parish email.

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
JUNE 7- 13

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
Wisdom & Mature Spirituality | 8:30am via Zoom

Sit & Knit | 9am-12pm | Parish Hall
FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm ET via Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10
Space to Share | 6:30pm | Comm. Room

THURSDAY, JUNE 11
Wisdom & Mature Spirituality | 7:30pm via Zoom

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
Women's Breakfast | 9:30am | Parish Hall

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
ELECTION RESULTS

The results of the election are in!  
Congratulations to:

 Aubrey Hartnett
Sarah Murphy Travis
Kidisti (Kay) Mammo

Welcome to the council! Thank you to 
all of our wonderful candidates and to 

everyone who voted this weekend.

https://mailchi.mp/stceciliaboston/far-flung-flock-mailing-list
https://mailchi.mp/stceciliaboston/far-flung-flock-mailing-list
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SUMMER CHORAL SESSIONS
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS STARTING JUNE 14 
2PM - 4PM| CLASSROOM 1

This summer, the parish will offer free Sunday afternoon 
sessions on singing and choral music from June 14-August 
23 taught by Tyler Cesario and Kayleigh Bennett. Open 
to all parishioners, topics include sight-singing, vocal 
technique, diction, vocal anatomy, harmony and balance, 
choral stylization, and audition/performance preparation. 
To register, scan the Flowcode below or visit www.tinyurl.
com/summer-choral-sessions.

THANK YOU FROM PINE STREET INN! 

MASTERSINGERS USA CONCERT
SATURDAY, JUNE 20 | 6:15PM MASS | SAINT CECILIA 
CHURCH

Mastersingers USA, a renowned men’s chorus celebrating its 
30th year, will participate in the 5PM Mass on Saturday, 20 
June.  Following Mass, the group will perform a concert in the 
sanctuary.

Mastersingers USA draws its membership from all over 
the country and counts among its singers 50-80 men from 
different professions, age groups, and locations.  Distinctively, 
the ensemble gets together only once a year on a long 
weekend for rehearsals and performances – typically in an 
American city.  Every three years for ten days, the chorus tours 
throughout Europe.  Last summer MUSA toured throughout 
Austria performing in country churches, distinguished concert 
halls, as well as in sacred spaces such as the Salzburger Dom 
in Salzburg, and Karlskirche and Stefansdom in Vienna.  Over 
its 30 years, MUSA has performed in Notre Dame de Paris, 
St. Mark’s Venice, Chartres Cathedral, Rouen Cathedral, St. 
Paul’s London, Mont.St.Michel, La Madeleine Paris, West 
Roxbury’s St. Theresa’s Church, and at Fenway Park! Among 
its other laurels, MUSA earned first place honors in the male 
choir division of the International Eisteddfod held each year 
in Wales.

Mastersingers’ repertoire includes Renaissance Masses 
and motets, international folk songs, American folksongs 
and spirituals, and contemporary pieces.  Part of members’ 
satisfaction comes from bringing pieces back to the settings 
for which they were composed as was done with the Josquin 
“Missa Mater Patris” at Notre Dame de Paris.  

Mastersingers USA is directed by Kerry P. Brennan, a member 
of St. Cecilia Parish.  A distinguished educator and musician, 
Kerry retired in June 2024 after 20 years as Headmaster of 
The Roxbury Latin School.  An Amherst College and Columbia 
graduate, he taught for 48 years and has been part of 
Mastersingers’ musical and administrative leadership since its 
founding in 1996.  Kerry lives in Boston and directs the men’s a 
cappella group, The Sly Voxes.

DEACON CHRISTOPHER  
BROLLY, SJ'S ORDINATION  

WEEKEND

Deacon Christopher Brolly, SJ's ordination 
weekend will be on June 13 & 14 in Newcastle 
upon Tyne in the United Kingdom. His ordination 
Mass and First Mass will both be available to view 
via livestream. Below are the YouTube channels 
where those Masses can be accessed. 

ORDINATION MASS 
Date: Saturday, June 13th (1pm UK, 8am EST)
Location: Saint Mary's RC Cathedral, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, UK
Link: www.youtube.com/@StMarysRCCathedral 
Newcastle/streams

FIRST MASS 
Date: Sunday, June 14th (11am UK, 6am EST)
Location: St Robert's Catholic Church, Fenham, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, UK
Link: www.youtube.com/live/k9wvJ3chZCg

Congratulations, Deacon Christopher! 

http://www.tinyurl.com/summer-choral-sessions
http://www.tinyurl.com/summer-choral-sessions
mailto:www.youtube.com/ @StMarysRCCathedralNewcastle/streams
mailto:www.youtube.com/ @StMarysRCCathedralNewcastle/streams
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/live/k9wvJ3chZCg?subject=
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Generous parishioners have donated a supply of children's 
books that can be found in a box in the narthex. Please 
feel free to borrow these during one of our liturgies. The 
latest additions to the collection of books are: We're In This 
Together: Leo's Lunch Box, by Rev. Raphael Warnock and 
Leonard's Beard, by Nancy Cote whose beautiful paintings 
line the walls of our worship space.

THE ARMED MAN: A MASS FOR PEACE
SATURDAY, JUNE 13 | 7PM & SUNDAY, JUNE 14  | 2PM
DOLAN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, IPSWICH, MA

Chorus North Shore will be 
performing The Armed Man: A 
Mass for Peace on June 13th at 
7:00 p.m. and June 14th at 2:00 
p.m. at the Dolan Performing 
Arts Center in Ipswich, MA. 

This is a multi-media production 
including some war imagery that 
some viewers may be unsettling. 
The music is choreographed 
to the film, and the message is 

clear: War is never an answer. Peace-making preserves 
human dignity.

Tickets are available at: www.chorusnorthshore.org/
tickets/.

JOIN THE SAINT CECILIA CYO 
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR 2026/2027

Join the Saint Cecilia Parish CYO Basketball program as we 
build on a great first season and look ahead to 2026–27! 
We are now accepting registrations for players and team 
managers, with girls teams in grades 3–4, 5–6, and 7–8 and 
boys teams in grades 3–4, 5–6, 7–8, and 9–12. 

Our program emphasizes teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
community, and we welcome athletes of all experience 
levels. We are also seeking dedicated volunteers to 
serve as head and assistant coaches, as well as help with 
scorekeeping during games—your involvement makes this 
program possible. 

Please use the registration link below to sign up and 
be part of another exciting season: https://forms.gle/
D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9. 

GBIO TEAM 
UPDATE

GBIO: Beginning the Next Phase
This is a call to the Saint Cecilia 
GBIO team and to anyone 
interested in joining this 
advocacy work. Through GBIO, 
we seek to build collective power 
by developing local leaders 
for lasting change in our communities. From our 
listening sessions, key concerns have emerged: 
immigration, housing and home ownership, 
education, child care, and food security. The 
next step is deeper research into these issues to 
help determine the focus of GBIO’s next multi-
year campaign. We are seeking participants with 
a range of gifts—those with lived experience of 
these issues, as well as those skilled in organizing 
and bringing people together.
 
GBIO Research Training (Rescheduled)
June 15, 2026 | 7:00–8:30 PM

Research goes beyond internet searches. This 
training introduces GBIO’s research methods, 
tools, and timeline for identifying potential 
campaign priorities.
 
Register here: https://secure.everyaction.com/
UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
 
More Opportunities to Get Involved
Many parishioners have expressed a desire to put 
faith into action. As St. Paul reminds us, there are 
different gifts, but the same Spirit. This summer, the 
Saint Cecilia GBIO team will host listening sessions 
on immigration, housing and home ownership, 
education, child care, and food security. Sessions 
will be offered in person and virtually. These 
conversations will guide our discernment and next 
steps as a parish community. Watch for details in 
late June.
 
To get involved or share ideas, contact us at the 
GBIO team email.

http://www.chorusnorthshore.org/tickets/
http://www.chorusnorthshore.org/tickets/
https://forms.gle/D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9
https://forms.gle/D7sW31WRNyGdavWE9
https://secure.everyaction.com/UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
https://secure.everyaction.com/UZnlFuP-bkibAIUS8LUUpA2)
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"COMMUNION" SCREENING: 
RAINBOW MINISTRY MOVIE NIGHT
SUNDAY, JUNE 28 | 4-6PM | SAINT CECILIA PARISH

The Rainbow Ministry will 
be screening Communion 
on Sunday, June 28, at 4pm 
followed by a light reception. 
The filmmaker, Matthew 
Labanca, will also join us that 
evening for a talkback after the 
film concludes. 

Communion is a documentary 
following a beloved gay Catholic 
school teacher who is fired 
for marrying his husband and 
refuses to disappear quietly. 
Through music and personal 
storytelling, Communion 
follows his path from heartbreak to resolve, inviting audiences 
to wrestle with faith, conscience, and the true meaning of 
love and Church.

The screening is open to everyone (LGBTQ and straight allies 
alike!). To stay up to date, send an email to the ministry.

RAINBOW MINISTRY
Rainbow Ministry is the LGBTQ-supportive ministry of 
Saint Cecilia Parish. If you are interested in finding LGBTQ 
parishioners to sit with at Mass, or if you want to learn about 
the spiritual and community life activities we offer, please 
emai the ministry. We'd love to have you join us!

BELVIDERE TUESDAY MEETING:  
TIME CHANGE
NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 | 6:30-7:30PM
COMMUNITY ROOM

We will gather again on Tuesday, August 25 at our new time: 
6:30–7:30 p.m. in the Community Room. We look forward to 
seeing you as we begin this new chapter together. The time is 
changing, but we’ll still be here and the coffee will still be hot. 
Best wishes for a happy and peaceful summer!

DONATIONS FOR DORCHESTER  
FOOD PANTRIES 

Now that our Faith Formation classes have ended for the 
academic year, please consider donating  to Catholic Charities 
and Mary Ann Brett pantries this summer so that they can 
remain well-stocked. The rise in gas prices has, unfortunately, 
challenged local families who are already food insecure. 

Saint Cecilia has committed to providing these items to the 
food pantries: Cheerios or corn flakes, peanut butter, white 
flour pasta and spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, canned tuna 
fish, canned chicken breast, cooking oil, and tomato sauce.  
While any canned or shelf-stable items are appreciated, 
it is particularly helpful when parishioners can help with 
the staples listed above.  Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
donations of baked items or produce in the narthex.

You may wish to follow the example of some of our 
parishioners and have some of the items above delivered to 
the parish via Amazon.com or a similar service. If you choose 
to do so, have them delivered to:

Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115
Att: Mark Lippolt

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES

For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided a 
dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-income, 
at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston without regard 
for their race, nationality, or religious affiliation. Nearly 450 
city-based boys and girls travel to Hull, Massachusetts each 
summer for a one or two week overnight camp experience 
letting them enjoy the fresh air, learn new talents, receive 
academic summer support and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always need 
donations of the following items for the kids at the camp:

•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 
number, the better) 

•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, please 
consider picking up some of the items above and dropping 
them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose in the 
narthex. Thank you!
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TEN TAKEAWAYS FROM  
‘MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS’  

BY LAVOISIER FERNANDES

It is often said that when the pope speaks, the world 
listens.

Throughout its history — and especially over the past 
century — the Church has found itself at key turning 
points of modern life. In 1891, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum 
Novarum responded to the upheaval of the Industrial 
Revolution and marked the beginning of Catholic 
Social Teaching: a way of reading society, politics, and 
economics through the lens of human dignity.

Not everyone welcomed it. Some argued the Church 
should stay out of “worldly affairs.” But Leo XIII rejected 
that divide. The Gospel, he insisted, cannot be separated 
from the real conditions of human life.

A similar debate returned in 1968 with Humanae Vitae, 

Credit: O
SV N

ew
s/Vatican M

edia/Sim
one Risoluti

when Pope St Paul VI reaffirmed the Church’s teaching on 
artificial contraception despite intense global criticism. 

Once again, the Church was accused of being out of step 
with modern progress. 

Today, the challenge is different again, but no less 
profound. Artificial intelligence (AI) is reshaping work, 
communication, and even the way truth is understood. 
In this moment of rapid change, Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical 
Magnifica Humanitas turns again to a central question: 
what does it mean to remain fully human?

I have only been able to skim the encyclical. It is wide-
ranging, and no summary can do it full justice. Readers 
are encouraged to engage with it directly and reflect on 
it personally.

Pope Leo XIV attends the presentation of "Magnifica Humanitas" at the Vatican's Synod Hall May 25, 2026.
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Here are my ten key takeaways from Pope Leo XIV’s 
Magnifica Humanitas.

1. Human dignity is non-negotiable

At the heart of Magnifica Humanitas is a simple but 
firm conviction: human dignity cannot be negotiated. 
Pope Leo XIV reminds us that every person is created 
in the image of God, meaning dignity is not earned, 
measured, or granted by systems — it simply belongs 
to us.

“Every human person is planned and willed by God to 
enter into communion with him and with others and 
with creation” (MH 50). This dignity is universal and 
inviolable, and as the pope adds, “infinite” (MH 53).

In an age shaped by artificial intelligence, this becomes 
the foundation of everything else: technology may 
evolve, but it can never redefine what it means to be 
human.

2. The true human being: limitation is not a flaw

The encyclical challenges the idea that human limits are 
problems to be engineered away through optimization 
or technological enhancement. Instead, what is often 
called weakness is part of what makes us fully human.

Relationships, vulnerability, care, and love are not 
defects — they are the ground of real human life. As 
the Holy Father puts it, “For an algorithm, an error is a 
flaw to be corrected; for a person, however, it can be a 
catalyst for profound change” (MH 128).

Limitation, then, is not something to eliminate, but 
the space where growth, maturity, and even grace can 
happen.

3. Five principles for a human-centered future

Pope Leo XIV insists that the AI age cannot be guided by 
innovation alone. It must be anchored in the enduring 
principles of Catholic Social Teaching: the common 
good, the universal destination of goods, subsidiarity, 
solidarity, and social justice (MH 59–81).

These are not abstract ideas but a practical moral 
framework for a rapidly changing world. They ensure 
that technology serves people, rather than deepening 
inequality or exclusion.

4. Colonialism in new forms

Colonialism has not disappeared — it has only shifted 
into the digital age. Pope Leo XIV warns that it now 
operates less through control of bodies and more 
through the extraction of data, turning personal lives 
into resources for analysis, prediction, and profit.

Those who control health, genetic, and demographic 

data can shape markets, influence policy, and even 
determine access to care and opportunity. In this 
sense, data becomes a modern form of “rare earth,” 
concentrated in the hands of a few.

Unless individuals regain real control over how their 
information is used, the digital age risks becoming 
“colonial in another form” (MH 178).

5. Balanced realism: ‘disarming’ AI, not rejecting it

The encyclical is clear that this is not an anti-technology 
stance. The aim is not to turn away from AI, but to ensure 
it never takes control. As Pope Leo XIV writes, “to disarm 
AI does not mean rejecting technology, but preventing it 
from dominating humanity” (MH 110).

The Holy Father is calling for balance: making use of AI’s 
strengths while remaining alert to its risks — from hidden 
bias to the concentration of power in a few hands.

6. Preserving truth, work, and freedom

AI is reshaping the basic pillars of public life — truth, 
work, and freedom — all of which now require renewed 
moral protection.

Truth must be defended from manipulation and 
disinformation, because democracy depends on a shared 
commitment to reality. As the document states, “the 
search for truth is an essential element of democracy” 
(MH 134).

Work must remain centered on the human person, not 
quietly replaced or reduced by automation. And freedom 
must be protected from surveillance, addiction, and 
behavioral control.

At its core, the warning is clear: “Indifference to the truth 
leads, slowly but surely, to a descent into totalitarianism” 
(MH 134).

7. Social justice: not optional for Christians

The encyclical is unambiguous: social justice is not 
optional for Christians — it is part of discipleship itself.

“For the Christian community, social justice is a concrete 
way of following Jesus and remaining faithful to the 
Gospel” (MH 79).

This means faith cannot remain abstract. It must become 
action — shaping a world where no one is excluded and 
the fruits of human creativity are shared more justly. 
At its heart is a call to solidarity: progress must serve 
everyone, not just a few.

8. Culture of power vs civilization of love

The encyclical sets out two possible directions for a world 
shaped by technology. A “culture of power” deepens 
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division, normalizes conflict, and risks removing human 
judgment from life-and-death decisions.
Against this, Pope Leo XIV proposes a “civilization of 
love” built on justice, dignity, dialogue, social principles 
and reconciliation with the social order in mind. He 
notes that the idea of “just war,” “which has all too often 
been used to justify any kind of war, is now outdated” 
(MH 192), pointing instead to “dialogue, diplomacy and 
forgiveness” (MH 192).

This civilization is not built through spectacle, but through 
daily fidelity: “small and steadfast acts” (MH 213) that 
resist dehumanization.

9. No algorithm can make war morally acceptable

The encyclical strongly warns against the use of AI in 
warfare, where conflict becomes faster, more remote, 
and less accountable.

It rejects the idea of “artificial moral agents,” insisting that 
moral judgment requires conscience and responsibility. 
For this reason, “no algorithm can make war morally 
acceptable” (MH 198), and lethal decisions must never 
be delegated to machines.

AI risks making war more impersonal, lowering the 
threshold for violence and reducing human beings to 
data within systems of prediction and control.

10. A call to read the world from below

Pope Leo XIV closes with Mary’s Magnificat, turning 
attention to those most often overlooked.

The Blessed Virgin helps us see “the points at which 
humanity is broken and the world becomes distorted: the 
contrast between the humble and the powerful, the poor 
and the rich” (MH 223). She teaches us to see history 
“from a lower position,” through the eyes of those who 
suffer rather than the powerful.

Mary thus becomes “poet and prophetess of Redemption” 
(MH 224), and the Holy Father invites us, with her, to 
become “weavers of hope” (MH 245) in the present age.

Originally published in Global Catholic on May 29, 2026.

Lavoisier Fernandes is a London-based journalist who 
writes about issues linked to faith, theology, the papacy 
and psychology. 

Allegory of the Holy Eucharist by Miguel Cabrera (1750)
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We are pleased to present the Parish 
Operating Statement for the first nine 
months of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2026. We ended with a surplus of 
$670,140, which enabled us to com-
plete our annual allocation to the Capi-
tal Repairs Reserve Account.  

During the first nine months of the 
year, total income was over budget by 
$344,941, resulting largely from an un-
expected donation from a very gener-
ous parishioner.  Total expenses were 
under budget by $261,779, primarily 
due to an unfilled staff position.  We 
now expect to end the fiscal year signif-
icantly ahead of our breakeven budget.

As always, we continue to be apprecia-
tive and thankful for your very gener-
ous support of the parish and our min-
istries. We urge you to continue your 
stewardship as we all work in partner-
ship to make Saint Cecilia a vibrant and 
positive force in our community.

FYE JUNE 30, 2026 BUDGET

PARISH OPERATING STATEMENT: Q3 

OPERATING STATEMENT QUARTER ENDING FISCAL YEAR ENDING

March 31, 2026 June 30, 2026

ACTUAL BUDGET

INCOME

Sunday Offertory Income $                       1,716,106 $                      1,661,250

Special Donations Income $                       1,016,355 $                          789,750

Operating Income $                          315,195 $                          278,250

Miscellaneous Income $                          102,847 $                            76,313

TOTAL  INCOME $                       3,150,503 $                      2,805,563

EXPENSES

Personnel Expenses $                       1,082,102 $                      1,217,689

Office Expenses $                          226,276 $                          206,063

Liturgy Expenses $                          103,686 $                          106,575

Building Expenses $                         583, 963 $                          730,754

Other Expenses $                          547,336 $                          544,063

TOTAL EXPENSES $                       2,543,363 $                      2,805,144

TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES $                          607,140 $                                 419

TRANSFER FOR CAPITAL REPAIRS ACCT $                       (150,000) $                       (112,500)

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS $                          457,140 $                       (112,081)

Father John Unni, Pastor and Chair
Matt Maguire, Vice Chair
Bonnie Blanchfield
Alicia Cooney
Mark Duggan
Jason Grapski

Cole Young
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance 
& Development and Secretary
Nicole Pascarelli O’Brien, 
Pastoral Director of Operations

SAINT CECILIA FINANCE COUNCIL
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities Operations & Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, and 11:30 a.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Father Jim Shaughnessy, SJ is available by appointment for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. To schedule an appointment, please call the Parish Office. 

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Le-
titia Howland,  or Erin Young if you have any questions. The Archdiocese 
of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children from harm 
and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a 
goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for children, and 
recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. The full policy is 
available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


