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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, July 12 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Mary Kane, lector

Sunday, July 13 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant 
Bobbi Moran, lector

Sunday, July 13 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Rosaria Salerno, Nikko Mendoza, Laura Melle, 
lectors

Sunday, July 13 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Uma Staehler, James Paradis, Moira Macdonald, 
lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, July 12 | 5:00 p.m.
Mary Botosh, Memorial

Sunday, July 13 | 8:00 a.m.
John and Angelina Machado, Memorial

Sunday, July 13 | 9:30 a.m.
Bill Lawless, 4th Anniversary
Pauline Yovino, 11th Anniversary 
Richard DiTullio, Memorial 
Alice & Walter Doherty, Memorial 
Dorothy & Cleveland Nelson, Memorial
Thomas V. Chiomento Jr, Captain USN Retired, 
Memorial

Sunday, July 13 | 11:30 a.m.
Pauline Pelletier, Charlene LaBrecque,  
& David Pelletier, Memorial 

Friday, July 18 | 8:00 a.m.
Joseph G. & Mary A. Maciora, Memorial
Mary G. Jacobs, Memorial

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Genesis 18:1-10a
Colossians 1:24-28

Luke 10:38-42

Deuteronomy 30:10-14
Colossians 1:15-20

Luke 10:25-37
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Our Deceased
Pray for the repose of the soul of Gus Burti, who died on 
June 29. Pray also for the consolation of his wife, Maggi, and 
their family and friends. A funeral Mass was celebrated at 
Saint Cecilia on Thursday, July 10.
 
Pray for the eternal repose of John Kelly, who died on July 
4. Pray also for the consolation of John’s family and friends. 
A funeral Mass was celebrated at Saint Cecilia on Thursday, 
July 10.
 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele 
Maniscalco, Fred Tufts, Baby Eloise Josephine Mason,  
Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai Sim, Andrea Surette, and  
Maureen McLaughlin.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants: 
Hartley and William Reid of Paget, Bermuda, Michele 
Wengryn of Greensburg, PA, Michael and Kathy Power of 
Walpole, Alexandra Best of Boston, and Carly Buckholz and 
Jack O’Rourke, also of Boston. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Summer Choral Opportunities at Saint Cecilia
This summer the parish will present a series of eight  
Thursday evening workshops, open to all parishioners, 
focusing on singing and choral music. From July 3 to August 
28, explore various aspects of music and performance, 
including:

•	 Introduction to Sight Singing
•	 Vocal Technique
•	 Diction and Language
•	 Vocal Anatomy
•	 Achieving Harmony and Balance
•	 Choral Stylization Techniques
•	 Audition and Performance Preparation

There is no cost to attend one, a few, or all of these 
enriching sessions. Workshops will take place from 7 to 
9 P.M. and participants must sign up at least 24 hours in 
advance. To sign up, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/
stceciliachoralworkshops.

Catholic Appeal - Almost There!
We have now hit 85% of our donation goal and 80% of our 
donor goal. Help us cross the finish line by making a gift 
to this year's Catholic Appeal! Your contribution supports 
ministries and outreach services that bring Christ’s love to 
those in need. 

You can donate by visiting: https://bostoncatholicappeal.
org/donate1/. Thank you for your ongoing generosity!

2025 Summer Choir Sundays: July 20th & August 24th
Join Robert Duff, Brett Maguire and members of the Saint 
Cecilia Choir at 8:30am to learn a piece of choral music and 
sing with the choir at the 9:30am Mass. Open to all singers 
of all ages and experience!

For the Texas Flood Victims
Pray for the victims affected by the Texas floods—those 
who have lost their lives, those who are still missing, and 
the many who are displaced. We pray in a special way 
for the group of missing girls from Camp Mystic and their 
families, and for those who have lost loved ones, and for the 
first responders and those working tirelessly to rescue and 
assist those in need. May God bring comfort to all who are 
anxious and afraid and solace to those grieving the loss of 
family and friends.
 

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies...................................... 3
   Prayers and Occasions.................................... 4
   Introducing the Community Canvas Project.... 6
   Coming Up at Saint Cecilia.............................. 7
   The Good Samaritan 
   By Shannon J. Kershner .................................. 8   
   Saint Veronica .............................................. 11
   I Sent a Letter of Appreciation to Someone 
   Every Day For A Year By Tracey Willis Gates ... 12

   Parish Resources....................................... 15

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/
https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/
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JAPANESE TEA CEREMONY 
SATURDAY, JULY 12 | 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM  
PARISH HALL

Join fellow parishioner, Glenn A. Sōrei Pereira, an instructor 
of chado, the Way of Tea, for the art of the Japanese 
Tea Ceremony. Through this carefully choreographed 
experience, learn how it’s more than a ritual for drinking tea 
but has spiritual roots designed to foster harmony, respect, 
purity, and tranquility. Through mindful preparation, precise 
movements, and the appreciation of simple elements, 
the ceremony aims to cultivate inner peace and a deeper 
connection with oneself and one another. Please RSVP by 
emailing Mary Wessel at her parish email.

FFF COFFEE HOUR: TOM DWYER FROM  
A FAITH THAT DOES JUSTICE
SUNDAY, JULY 13 | 4PM VIA ZOOM 

Join us for our next online FFF Coffee Hour, where we’ll 
welcome Tom Dwyer, president and executive director of A 
Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ). Founded in 2015 by the late 
Father Peter Gyves, SJ, MD, AFTDJ is an interfaith organization 
that inspires intentional faith in action, fostering a deeper 
experience of the Divine through service to others. Tom 
will speak about the mission of AFTDJ and lead a thought-
provoking conversation on two essential questions: “Who is 
our neighbor?” and “How do we respond when neighbors 
come to us in need?” We’ll explore how living beyond 
ourselves and on behalf of others can be transformative, 
leading to an encounter with the Transcendent. Whether 
you’re local to Boston or joining from anywhere in the world, 
we invite you to tune in and learn about opportunities 
to participate in the mission of AFTDJ, both in person 
and remotely. We look forward to a lively and enriching 
discussion! 

To register, please email the ministry and include your name 
and address.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
CATHOLIC? 
INFORMATION SESSION: WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 
6PM VIA ZOOM

If you or someone you know is interested in exploring 
becoming Catholic or is a baptized Catholic who would like 
to complete your Christian initiation by reception of the 
sacraments of reconciliation, confirmation, and Eucharist, 
perhaps this is the time to learn more about the Order 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA, formerly known as 
RCIA). OCIA is a communal process of discernment and 
support where participants share their stories, witness to 
their faith, and help one another grow in their love of God 
and the Church. OCIA includes study, faith sharing, and 
prayer, marked by liturgical rites and accompanied by the 
support of the parish community. 

If you are interested in growing in relationship with 
Jesus Christ and learning more about what it means to 
follow him as a Catholic Christian, please join us for an 
introductory Zoom meeting on Wednesday, July 16, at 
6:00 p.m. For more information or to obtain the Zoom 
link, please email Mary Wessel at her parish email.

SHAKESPEARE ON THE COMMON & 
PARISH PICNIC/POTLUCK
TUESDAY, JULY 29 | PICNIC: 6:30PM, PLAY: 8PM

For years, Saint Cecilia parishioners have gathered for 
a parish picnic/potluck prior to Shakespeare on the 
Common. This year, we invite you to join us for "As you 
Like It" on Tuesday, July 29 on the Boston Common near 
the Parkman Bandstand. We'll reserve space and have a 
potluck picnic beforehand, which is a great opportunity to 
connect with other parishioners! The picnic is at 6:30 p.m. 
and the play begins at 8 p.m. For more information, please 
email Jenny Jones at her parish email. The play is free, 
though donations to the Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company are appreciated: http://www.commshakes.org/.

The flowers in front of the altar are given for 
the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Mary Botosh by her husband Charlie.

http://www.commshakes.org/


6

SAINT CECILIA PARISH

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES
For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided a 
dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-income, 
at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston without regard 
for their race, nationality, or religious affiliation. Nearly 450 
city-based boys and girls travel to Hull, Massachusetts each 
summer for a one or two week overnight camp experience 
letting them enjoy the fresh air, learn new talents, receive 
academic summer support and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always need 
donations of the following items for the kids at the camp:

•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 
number, the better) 

•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, 
please consider picking up some of the items above and 
dropping them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose 
in the narthex. The last day we can accept donations for the 
Camp is Sunday, August 3. Thank you! 

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
THOSE IN THE MEDICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE
SUNDAY, JULY 20 | 1PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

This group is an ongoing meeting throughout this summer to 
provide spiritual support for those working in the healthcare 
system in these stressful times. Our next meetings are July 
20 and August 17, the third Sunday of the month, at 1pm 
(Community Room). You are welcome to drop in and meet 
other parishioners who work in the healthcare system and 
want to integrate their Catholic spirituality in their self-care 
and care of others. If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Mary Wessel, Michael Murphy PhD, or Kathy Sanders 
MD.  

HELP US SEND A KID TO CAMP! 
As you may know, Saint Cecilia Parish has a long-standing 
relationship with the Huntington YMCA and many social 
service programs offered in that facility, especially the Families 
in Transition program. What you may not know is that the 
Huntington Avenue Y is the oldest in the United States and 
the cornerstone for the building was laid by President William 
Howard Taft in 1912. Through our combined donations, we 
would like to see if we can collect enough ($2,500) to send 
one inner-city kid, aged 8 to 16, to Y camp this summer. The 

Help us with our Community Canvas Project: a 
collection of musings from our parish communi-
ty that aims to capture the heart of Saint Cecilia. 

Starting this weekend, we will have a box in the 
narthex with the question, “What does Saint 
Cecilia mean to you?” Notecards and mark-
ers will be available to record your answers to 
the prompt. Let your creativity flow with a few 
words, phrases, or even a drawing — we want to 
see it all! Once you have finished your notecard, 
please place the card into the box for safe keep-
ing. Notecards may be recorded anonymously 
if you wish and should stay under 4 sentences. 
Feel free to take the notecard home should you 
need more time.

If you would like to submit your responses elec-
tronically or have any questions, please email 
Anastassia Kolchanov at her parish email. 

Parishioners of all ages are encouraged to  
participate!

Introducing the...
COMMUNITY CANVAS PROJECT!

YMCA overnight camp in New Hampshire is a life-changing 
experience for those fortunate enough to attend. 

To make a donation by check—in any amount—please make 
it payable to "YMCA of Greater Boston" and indicate in the 
memo line: "Summer Camp." Checks should be mailed to: 
Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 
Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. Thanks as always for 
your accustomed generosity.

SAINT CECILIA MENTAL HEALTH 
MINISTRY 
NEXT SESSION: SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 1PM  
CLASSROOM 1 

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in 
open to parishioners who are struggling with their mental 
health during challenging times. This is not a therapy group, 
but a place to gather once a month to discuss mental 
health through the lens of Scripture and faith. To get on the 
distribution list, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish 
email.
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
 JULY 10 - JULY 14

THURSDAY, JULY 10
Simeon & Anna Seniors | 10am | Community Room

Choral Workshop | 7pm | Classroom 1
Wisdom Group| 7:30pm via Zoom 

SATURDAY, JULY 12
Japanese Tea Ceremony| 11am | Parish Hall

SUNDAY, JULY 13
Wisdom Group| 8:30am via Zoom 

Small Group Connections | 1:30pm | Parish Hall
FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm via Zoom

MONDAY, JULY 14
Returning Citizens | 5:30pm | Parish Hall

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16
OCIA Information Session | 6pm via Zoom

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTION TRAINING PROGRAM 
AT ST. ANTHONY SHRINE
NOW ENROLLING FOR 2025-2027 LEARNING COHORT

Candidates who have had at least three to five years 
experience of being in spiritual direction are encouraged 
to apply.  Need-based scholarships are available.  Hybrid 
program of online classes and in-person retreats begins 
September 2025. To submit your interest for an application, 
please visit: stanthonyshrine.org/ministries/spiritual-
direction-training-program/.

GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH 
ORGANIZATION – UPDATE!
 
Thank you to everyone who attended last month’s GBIO 
workshop. Over 50 people attended from Saint Cecilia Parish 
and other faith groups. Organizer Kristen King led the day 
and explored Catholic Social Teaching—from Pope Leo XIII to 
Pope Francis. She also shared about community organizing 
and how our partnership with GBIO can help us live out our 
faith in ways that promote justice, peace, and the common 
good. 
 
We are thrilled to share that Saint Cecilia is moving forward 
with our membership in GBIO. In the coming weeks, we will 
share more information about how you can get involved in 
GBIO trainings and events.  
 
Founded in 1998, GBIO is an interfaith coalition focused on 
making systemic changes to support social and economic 
justice in our local communities. GBIO works for the public 
good by coalescing, training, and organizing people across 
religious, racial, ethnic, class, and neighborhood lines and 
is dedicated to developing leaders who are committed to 
making Greater Boston a better place to live, work, and raise 
a family.  
 
For more than 20 years, GBIO has worked to improve 
housing and healthcare, reform our criminal justice system, 
address racial disparities in our city, and rebuild schools and 
neighborhoods. As Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “There 
is power in unity, and there is power in numbers”—GBIO 
represents 45 member institutions and more than 107,000 
individuals and has shown the power of collective strength in 
achieving a variety of goals. Stay tuned for more information! 

IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS: FALL 
OPENINGS
Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New England is 
interviewing applicants now for fall openings. IVC 
Service Corps Members combine direct service 
opportunities at local non-profits serving those in need 
in our communities with monthly spiritual reflection 
in the Jesuit tradition. Volunteers, 50 years of age and 
better, serve one or two full days/week from September 
through June. For more information and an application, 
contact IVC New England Director Dave Hinchen at 
dhinchen@ivcusa.org. Check out our website at www.
ivcusa.org/newengland.

http://stanthonyshrine.org/ministries/spiritual-direction-training-program/
http://stanthonyshrine.org/ministries/spiritual-direction-training-program/
http://www.ivcusa.org/newengland
http://www.ivcusa.org/newengland
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Evan Walters (1893 - 1951) was a Welsh artist who split 
his time between Swansea and London. Walters' work 
initially focused on conventional portraiture as well as 
depictions of Welsh landscapes and workers. Walters 
was noticed by a local philanthropist at his first solo 
show in 1920, elevating his career to new heights. 

With his newfound success, Walters started experi-
menting with perception and time. His fascination 
with vision came from an experience he had one 
evening gazing at a fire: he became aware of the 
"doubled" appearance of his boot as he mindless-
ly stared at the flames. This moment led to Walters  
developing the double-vision technique which aimed to 
capture the physical act of visualization. 

He spent the rest of his career fixated on vision 
and the problem of depicting visual experiences. In  
Walters' double-vision paintings, objects in focus 
were fixed and painted precisely while objects in 
the peripheral visual field were doubled or semi-
translucent. Walters' techniques were ahead of his  
time but not received warmly by the public, and his 
popularity waned. 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
A SERMON BY SHANNON J. KERSHNER

A church was having a small group Bible study one 
Wednesday morning. The leader asked those sitting in 

the circle, “Who has been Jesus for you in your life? Who has 
helped you see the face of Christ?” People grew quiet as they 
pondered who they might name—a grandmother, a father, 
a dear friend, a beloved pastor. One older woman spoke up. 
“I suppose I have to ask myself,” she began, “who has told 
me the truth about myself so completely that I wanted to kill 
him for it.” After that, no one else spoke.

That strong reaction to hearing authentic truth might have 
been how Jesus’ listeners felt when he finished telling this 
parable. The lawyer probably felt that way. Perhaps you 
are surprised by that prediction of such a strong, almost 
violent, reaction to this story. After all, it is the parable we 
call the Good Samaritan, even though the adjective “good” 
does not appear in the text. Over the years, though, that is 
how we have come to know this story. We might even feel 
like we already know the point: We are supposed to act like 
good Samaritans to anyone in need. We even have Good 
Samaritan laws built upon that particular moral, that lesson.

The problem, though, is parables were not meant to be 
morality plays. They were not spoken to bestow upon us 
one particular lesson. Parables, rather, are mysterious, 
paradoxical, imaginative immersions into God’s world. 
The purpose of these odd stories is less about us teaching 
something and more about doing something to us.

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a Jewish scholar of the New Testament, 
teaches that if we ever hear a parable and think “I really like 
that” or, worse, fail to hear any challenge in it whatsoever, 
then we are probably not listening deeply enough (AJ Levine, 
Short Stories by Jesus, p. 3). Given that perspective, we 
cannot just distill this parable down into the morality lesson 
that we need to act like good Samaritans. Therefore, what 
else might this parable do in our lives as disciples, in our life 
as a faith community?

You heard how Jesus told it, but here is the summary: A man 
is traveling down a dangerous road when he is attacked by 
bandits who rob him, beat him, strip him, and leave him 
lying in a ditch, half-dead. Two religious people come by, and 
we expect each one to stop and help, but neither does. Jesus 
does not tell us why they don’t stop. Martin Luther King Jr. 
wondered if their lack of action was because they were 
afraid (Levine, p. 102). He imagined they asked themselves, 

“If I stop, what might happen to me?” Jesus, though, simply 
tells us they walked on by.

But then a third person comes by and does stop. The third 
person is moved by compassion. The Greek word indicates a 
visceral reaction in his gut, and in response to that gut-level 
feeling, that person makes every effort to care and provide 
for the wounded stranger. The helper even goes so far as 
to pay for the wounded stranger’s stay at an inn, hoping 
he will heal. And, as some of you know, the real kicker to 
this story is that the third person is the most unlikely hero 
ever. It is a Samaritan, an enemy of the wounded man, who 

The Good Samaritan by Vincent Van Gogh (c. 1890)

Im
age: vincentvangogh.org
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Jesus’ hearers would have surmised was a Jew.

Contextual pause: It is imperative we remember that at the 
time of Jesus, the Jewish people and the Samaritan people 
had been at odds for centuries. As Amy-Jill Levine writes, 
“Each [tradition] claimed they were the true descendant 
from Abraham, who had the true understanding of the 
Torah, the correct priesthood, and the right form of 
worship in the proper location” (Levine, pp. 106–107). 
Each group thought the other group was from the wrong 
side of the tracks. This means Jesus, a faithful Jew, chose 
a despised outsider—someone unfit for friendship or any 
kind of interaction—to be the major character in the story. 
His choice was intentionally shocking and scandalous.

Levine expands on an additional way Jesus scandalized his 
hearers. She writes that Jewish people typically fall into 
one of three groups: priests descended from Aaron, the 
first passerby; Levites descended from other children of 
Levi, the second passerby; and Israelites, descended from 
children of Jacob other than Levi. Therefore, when Jesus 
tells his hearers that a priest went by first and a Levite went 
by second, the Jewish audience would inevitably expect 
that the third person to come onto the scene would be an 
Israelite. It was the common folkloric pattern. Therefore 
when Jesus states that the enemy Samaritan was the third 
person to come upon the scene and the only person who 
went to care for the Jewish victim, he rocked the world of 
his listeners (AJ Levine, Jewish Annotated New Testament, 
p. 123).

Let us bring that home. Imagine one of your greatest 
enemies. That enemy you imagine is the hero of this 
parable. That enemy you imagine is the one who shows 
compassion and mercy. That enemy you imagine is the 
one who shows us how to live our faith. That enemy you 
imagine is the one to whom Jesus points and says, “Go and 
do likewise.” I could stop the sermon here and we would 
have plenty with which we could wrestle. Who would ever 
predict that Jesus would tell us we can learn about what it 
means to be a disciple, what it means to express Christ’s 
love, from our enemy?

The lawyer didn’t predict it. Though he recognized what 
Jesus was getting at, did you notice the word Samaritan did 
not pass his lips? He could not even bear to say that name 
out loud. When asked by Jesus, “Which of these three do 
you think was a neighbor to the man?” the lawyer could 
only describe the Samaritan by mentioning what he did, 
rather than who he was. “He was the one who showed 
him mercy.” And Jesus, with his injunction to “Go and do 
likewise,” does not seem to challenge that on that day. 
Jesus seemed to be OK to let the lawyer focus more on 

FILIPPINO LIPPI
C. 1424 - 1428

acting like a neighbor, rather than pushing the lawyer even 
further into reimagining and reframing the Samaritan as 
a person who is his neighbor. Perhaps Jesus thought the 
lawyer wasn’t ready for that kind of challenge, just yet.

But we are. I think we are ready to hear a challenge that 
pushes us from acting into being. Maybe that’s because I 
am still trying to process some of what we learned in our 
Michigan Avenue forums about mass incarceration and the 
“school to prison” pipeline. Or maybe it’s because I had 
lunch a week ago sitting next to Father Pfleger and he told 
me there is not a day that goes by when he does not walk 
down the stairs of his rectory and find a young man, age of 
eighteen to twenty-five, sleeping on his doorstep and asking 
for something to eat. Father Pfleger told me in the last forty 
years of his ministry here, he has never seen two people 
fighting over dumpster food, but he saw it last month. That 
has stuck with me.

I don’t think we can end where the lawyer ends, with a focus 
only on acting like neighbors to one another, even if we are 
pushed to act like a neighbor even to our enemies. It is a 
good first step, but we still have some distance to travel. It is 
like giving a meal to someone who is hungry. That is acting 
like a neighbor. That is seeing the need of the person and 
trying to do what Jesus would have us do. But the act of 
acting neighborly does not necessarily result in our seeing 
the hungry person as an actual neighbor and not just the 
object of our charitable, neighborly action.

To put it another way, I hear this parable not just challenging 
the way we act inside and outside of our neighborhood. I 
wonder if, with this parable, Jesus is also challenging the 
size of our neighborhood in the first place. At the end of the 
parable, notice Jesus did not say “Now which of these three 
do you think acted like a neighbor to the man?” Jesus asked 
“Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 
man?” Other translations say “became” a neighbor to the 
man.

In other words, Jesus is asking who in this story reimagined 
and expanded his neighborhood to include this wounded 
man as actual neighbor—this man who would normally 
not be welcomed through the gates or at the BBQ in the 
back yard or around the dinner table at home? Who, in this 
parable, did not just act like a neighbor to an enemy, but 
who was the one who broke through all the sin-imposed, 
human barriers and saw an actual neighbor lying in a ditch 
and therefore was moved with gut-deep compassion to help 
his brother. Who was that?

I wonder if Jesus hoped one thing this parable would do to 
us would be to challenge the size of our neighborhoods. Our 
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neighborhood cannot just be Gold Coast or Kenwood 
or Rogers Park. Our neighborhood cannot even be just 
North Side or South Side. Don’t we believe God created 
all people in God’s image? In this season of Lent, aren’t 
we making our way to the cross where we affirm that 
Jesus Christ died for the sake of the world?

And don’t God’s actions of creation and redemption 
signal to us, then, that at the very heart of our Christian 
faith is the central belief that all people have inherent 
worth and dignity? (Questions based David Lose’s “Craft 
of Preaching” on www.workingpreacher.org). That 
all people, therefore, are our neighbors? Not just the 
priests. Not just the Levites. Not just the Israelites. But 
also the Samaritans, whoever the Samaritans are for us 
these days.

If on more days than not we do believe those things—if 
we do believe that our God-given neighborhood is really 
and truly no less than the whole world and that our 
neighbors are really and truly no less than all people—
then we cannot keep walking by our wounded neighbors 
in the ditch without stopping to be compassionate, to do 
our very best to make space with them for God’s healing 
to occur, to give our time and attention to that one who 
waits for us on the porch and asks for her portion of the 
bread. We are called not just to act like a neighbor to 
them, but to be a neighbor with them.

Furthermore, when we find ourselves wounded in the 
ditch, then if we believe that our God-given neighborhood 
is really and truly no less than the whole world and that 
our neighbors are really and truly no less than all people, 
then we, ourselves, cannot refuse someone’s offer of 
help or turn away from their compassion for us, even 
from those we might not normally see as being like us. 
We are to be neighbors with them.

So one more thing this parable might be doing to us is 
provoking us to ask, who are the ones who could help 
us expand our vision of our neighborhood if only we 
would give them a chance, if only we made a place for 
them at the table, if only we went and sought them out 
purposefully? For until our vision of the neighborhood 
grows as large as God’s vision of the neighborhood, 
we’ll probably keep doing our best to act like neighbors 
to people who need help, but we won’t actually see a 
neighbor in those folks.

If we don’t invite God to help us do the hard work of 
reimagining and expanding our neighborhood to better 
reflect God’s dream for us, God’s dream for the world, we 
might just keep doing what the lawyer did: stop with our 

neighborly actions, probably even feeling OK about it, but 
knowing deep down we are still not whole. Our neighborhood 
is still not whole.

I want to end today with a poem. It was written by Micah 
Bournes, but it could have been spoken by that Samaritan 
after his experience in becoming a neighbor with the 
wounded Jewish man in the ditch. Listen:

 . . . When it comes to justice,
       it seems like you just can’t get ahead.
. . .
Something always tips and
       people always ask “Is it even worth it?”
. . .
It rarely comes from people who labored
       for years and have good reason to ask it.
And you know why they never ask?
Those types of people become friends
       with those who suffer, family even.
Because it’s one thing to wonder
       if someone else’s freedom
       is worth fighting for.
But when you begin to identify
       with someone else,
       commune with them,
that’s when the question is no longer worth asking.
That’s when it becomes offensive even.
What do you mean is it worth my time? That doesn’t even 
deserve an answer.
I don’t care how long it takes.
I don’t care how many times we fail.
I don’t care how little progress is made. You never stop 
fighting for your own.

- Micah Bournes, “Is Justice Worth It?” (To listen to the 
entire poem, visit http://vimeo.com/60349898)

For your neighbor. For God’s vision of the neighborhood. Go 
and be likewise. Amen.

Originally published in the Fourth Presbyterian Church's 
bulletin on February 14, 2016. 

The Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner is the current pastor of 
Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. 
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JULY 12

Stained-glass windows are a beautiful art form and 
ours are no exception. Our windows surround us 
with images of the saints, reminding us of our com-
munion with those who have gone before us.  

This week, we celebrate the feast of Saint Veronica, 
whose stained glass window is on the west side of 
the church. Our window depicts Veronica with her 
eyes downcast, gazing on the cloth or veil she holds 
in her hands which has been imprinted with the im-
age of Jesus’ face. Veronica was a woman of Jeru-
salem who, upon seeing Jesus struggling with the 
weight of his cross as he walked to his crucifixion on 

Golgotha, offered him a cloth to wipe his face. When 
Jesus returned the cloth to Veronica she saw that it 
bore a portrait of his face. 

In 1297  Veronica's veil was brought to Saint Peter's 
in Rome by order of Pope Boniface VIII.  Although 
little is known about Veronica and she is not refer-
enced in the canonical Gospels, her simple, quiet act 
of charity towards Jesus encourages us to treat those 
we encounter on their journeys with compassion. 
Veronica's encounter with Christ is also commemo-
rated in the Sixth Station of the Cross. Veronica is the 
patron saint of photographers and laundry workers.

SAINT VERONICA
JULY 12
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I SENT A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
TO SOMEONE EVERY DAY FOR A YEAR: 

HERE’S WHAT IT TAUGHT ME ABOUT THE POWER OF KINDNESS

BY TRACEY WILLIS GATES
I was cooking breakfast with my fiancé of four weeks back 
in 1987 when the phone rang. Tom went to answer it and 
I yelled, “Don’t answer that! It may be my mother and 
you’re not supposed to be here this early in the morning!” 
I picked up the phone and heard Mom say three words 
that changed my life forever: “Honey, Daddy died.”

I fell to my knees and started screaming. I thrust the phone 
to Tom and entered a dark tunnel of shock, disbelief, 
adrenaline, and despair. My dad had a massive heart attack 
while playing tennis in his regular Saturday game. He was 
sixty-seven years old, and I was twenty-four.

The type of love I felt for and received from my dad was 
like that all-consuming, nonjudgmental, unconditional love 
you feel from your exuberant, tail-wagging dog. Dad and I 
were just connected. It was an effortless, joyful relationship 
that was like a sandwich: love in the middle with hysterical 
laughing attacks on one side and bear hugs on the other.

Dad did have one very annoying habit that drove the family 
insane. Whenever he was asked what he wanted for his 
birthday or Christmas he always said the same thing: “A 
few kind words.” That frustrated us so much because we 
didn’t know how to buy a few kind words and wrap them 
in a box. So instead, I bought him a tie, golf tees, or neon-
colored cigarette lighters. Now, devastatingly, Dad would 
never get to walk me down the aisle and I would never get 
to give him all he ever wanted—a few kind words.

It's been 36 years since that phone call. I am a life and 
wellness coach now and I fully embrace what dad was 
brave enough to ask for all those years ago—appreciation, 
affirmation, love, and respect. For reasons that elude me, 
society seems to share judgmental thoughts far more 
freely than kind and loving thoughts. In 2019, as the 
world seemed to be in a negativity spiral, I began craving 
kindness. I hoped it might be a way to deflect the things 
that were depleting me and to invite in more of what 
replenished me.

I decided to conduct an experiment, challenging myself 
to write a handwritten, unexpected letter of appreciation 
to a different person every day for one year. I wanted to 

see if I could feel more connected and joyful if I adopted an 
intentional kindness practice. As a legacy of love to my father, 
I called my journey A Few Kind Words—and those 365 letters 
transformed my life in the most beautiful and meaningful 
ways.

Here are nine truths I learned about the power of sharing a 
few kind words:

The Letter by Mary Cassatt (c. 1890 - 1891)

Im
age: The N

ational Gallery of Art
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We all crave being noticed.
It turns out we really are more alike than we are different. 
We all just want to know we matter. And when we share 
our thoughts about how others in our lives are meaningful 
to us, beautiful energy is released.

Countless times throughout my year of letter-writing, 
I heard some version of “no one has ever said that to 
me before,” or “I was in a really bad place when I got 
your letter.” Rarely do we really know what is going on 
in a person’s life. Your kind thought is a gift that has the 
potential to fill a void in someone’s life. Never assume 
that someone knows how you feel; write it down so 
that your recipient can be reminded over and over what 
makes him or her special. Just imagine what the “pay it 
forward” possibilities could be when we help someone 
feel good about themselves.

Sharing a few kind words is impactful for both the writer 
and the lucky recipient.
I went to a new coffee shop in town to try out their chai 
latte. When I placed my order, the barista’s response took 
me by surprise. “I’m going to make you the best chai latte 
ever,” she said. I laughed and replied, “That’s a ballsy 
statement! Game on.” We bantered back and forth while 
she poured a little of this and stirred a little of that. She 
then pushed the cup towards me inviting me to give it 
a try. It was indeed the best chai latte I had ever tasted. 
I left the shop feeling better than when I arrived—not 
just because of my steaming cup of deliciousness, but 
because I felt a connection to Cynthia.

I went home and shared my kind thoughts in a letter of 
appreciation. I dropped it off the next day, but Cynthia 
wasn’t working. When I went back the next week, Cynthia 
asked over her shoulder, “What’ll you have?” When 
I said, the best chai latte ever,” she turned around, her 
eyes welled up, and she said in all the decades she’s been 
working no one has ever done that for her before. She’s 
keeping my letter on her dresser and reading it every day 
before coming to work. She said, “You made not only my 
day, but my week, my month and my year.” Cynthia then 
proceeded to give me the most memorable hug.

When was the last time you went to your mailbox and 
among the bills you found a handwritten, unexpected 
letter of appreciation and it wasn’t your birthday or a 
holiday? My journey reinforced for me over and over 
that people rarely take time to put into writing what they 
appreciate about someone. When they do, the surprise 
factor and sheer delight of the recipient coupled with the 
lingering feel-good feelings the writer has after sealing 
their gratitude into the letter makes this practice deeply 

impactful.

It’s easier (and not as time-consuming) than you might 
think.
Don’t overthink this process! You’ve already had the 
kind thought. Now, simply share it in writing. It can be 
on monogrammed stationery, a post-it-note, company 
letterhead, or a napkin.

The paper is meaningless. The message is everything. It 
can be three sentences or three pages. Just keep it simple, 
sincere, and specific. Telling people why, specifically, you 
appreciate them is what will make them save your letter, 
read it a second time, and maybe ever share your letter. 
Don’t let poor penmanship be an excuse, either! It's 
the warmth of the gesture that makes these letters so 
precious—not your handwriting. Add it to your to-do list 
and know you did something meaningful today.

We’re so much more powerful than we think.
We all have the power to make someone’s day when we 
make the proactive choice to share our kind thoughts. 
When we help another shine their light, our light shines 
even brighter.

I heard over 150 times from letter recipients those exact 
words: “You made my day.” It’s an incredible feeling to know 
something you did positively impacted another. The magic 
of this is that my day was made before making their day. 
I liked who I was when I took the time to connect, listen, 
learn, and care about those in my life. I felt empowered, 
energized, and uplifted by this intentional kindness practice.

There are people to appreciate everywhere you look.
For nearly 23 years I watched our neighbors, Mary and Joe, 
who are now in their 80s, walk around our neighborhood 
holding hands. Every time I’d see this lovely partnership, I’d 
pause and admire them from afar. While we’d wave getting 
the mail, we’d never officially met. I decided it was time 
for them to know I’d been admiring them for decades. 
With a letter of appreciation in one hand and a bouquet of 
sunflowers in the other, I crossed the street and rang the 
doorbell. I introduced myself to Mary and told her what 
a joy it was watching them walk hand in hand. With tears 
in her eyes and a hug, she thanked me for my kind words. 
A couple of days later, I received a few kind words in my 
mailbox. Now, we have a sweet friendship.

I encourage you to stop scrolling and start strolling. Get 
out of your chair and look up from your phone. Slow down 
and engage with the people around you. Ask questions 
and actually listen for the answer. Everyone has gifts and 
a story to share. You’ll be surprised how much there is to 
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appreciate once you begin to be mindfully present and 
pay attention. It takes courage and the willingness to get a 
little vulnerable, but when you share in writing what you 
appreciate about someone, your relationship will deepen.

Sharing a few kind words is like a dose of medicine in an 
envelope.
My daily kindness ritual improved my physical wellbeing 
and was a soothing elixir for my soul. Every time I sat down 
to write and filled my mind with the positive attributes 
of my recipient, I could feel myself slowing down and 
feeling calmer. I felt mindfully focused. It wasn’t long after 
beginning this practice that I began to notice I felt less 
stress, started sleeping better, and felt happier. Many of 
my letter recipients told me that after reading my letter, 
they got an instant energy boost that lingered. Kindness is 
a medicine, available to everyone, that can help ease the 
burdens of this world.

It’s never too late to write to people who have passed 
away.
Letter number 365 was to my father. I was finally giving 
him a few kind words 33 years after he passed away. While 
I had spent months thinking about what it would be like to 
write the letter, I had never given a thought to receiving 
a reply. I read my letter out loud at a lake on a perfectly 
still bluebird morning. The moment I finished reading, a 
swirling wind came out of nowhere and wrapped around 
and around me, causing me to almost lose my balance. 
And then it stopped and the stillness returned. There’s no 
question in my mind that windy embrace was a bear hug 
from my dad.

Sharing a few kind words with those who have passed 
before us is a powerful way to remain connected to those 
we love.

Handwritten notes will never get lost in the cloud.
In our fast-paced world, finding a handwritten note in your 
mailbox or on your pillow is like a jolt of joy. Someone 
took time to find paper and pen and focus completely 
on you. It’s a more thoughtful and deliberate form of 
communication. There’s something deeply nostalgic about 
recognizing someone’s handwriting. I bet you can conjure 
up the handwriting of your parents, siblings, spouse, 
children, and best friend. The Times New Roman font your 
loved one used in their email just doesn’t evoke the same 
emotion.

The handwritten letter is a tangible expression of kindness 
that touches both parties. Knowing my letter recipient is 
going to physically hold in their hands something I held 
in my hands makes the connection more meaningful. It 

becomes a keepsake that is saved and cherished. One of 
my favorite comments from a letter recipient speaks to the 
longevity of the handwritten letter: “I will save your note 
forever in my special journal. I want my ancestors to find it 
and read how fabulous I am. It made me cry and I read it 
over and over.”

It’s empowering to be part of the greater good—one 
handwritten letter at a time.
There’s something deeply gratifying about releasing a 
letter into the world that’s filled with positivity. Knowing 
this letter will for just a moment—or maybe much longer—
make a fellow human being feel unexpectedly appreciated 
is exhilarating.

People respond to kindness. When we lift another up, we 
lift ourselves up. Writing unexpected letters of appreciation 
is an immediately accessible way for every one of us to be 
part of the change that moves humanity forward in the 
best possible way.

Who's filling your heart now? Go ahead and make 
someone’s day, beginning with your own.

Originally published in Maria Shriver's Sunday Paper on 
September 23, 2023. 

Tracey Willis Gates is a kindness ambassador, life and 
wellness coach, and speaker based in New Jersey. 
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, & 11:30 a.m
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-  
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com),  Erin 
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers 
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, 
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex, 
Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


