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27 JULY 2025 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 
 
PRELUDE | Chant de Paix Jean Langlais 
 (1907-1991) 
 
  
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Gather Your People Bob Hurd 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

 
GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

COLLECT 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING | Genesis 18: 20-32 

 





Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, July 26 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Rosaria Salerno, lector

Sunday, July 27 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Tom Skorupa, lector

Sunday, July 27 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Megan Altendorf, Virgen Palermo, Letitia Howland 
lectors

Sunday, July 27| 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Karen McMenamy, Catherine Horsley,  
Nikko Mendoza, lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, July 26 | 5:00 p.m.
Gerald Maloney, Memorial

Sunday, July 27 | 9:30 a.m.
Perina Estigoy, Anniversary 
Norberto Estigoy Sr., Anniversary
Josephine Moitoso, Memorial

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

Luke 12:13-21

Genesis 18:20-32
Colossians 2:12-14

Luke 11:1-13
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele 
Maniscalco, Fred Tufts, Baby Eloise Josephine Mason,  
Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai Sim, Andrea Surette, and  
Maureen McLaughlin.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants: 
Peggy Hanley of Bellingham, WA, Kelly D’Arcy of Durant, 
OK, Maryann and John Schmidt of Oakland Park, FL, Joanne 
and Antonino LaFrancesca of Medfield, Richard and Astrid 
Troland of Middleborough, Brooke Joyce of Hingham, 
Carson Terres of Hingham, Victoria Newhuis and Joseph 
Moran and Rachel Powell of Cambridge, and Dede Simon, 
Sophia Courtney, Kira McMann, and Michael Charla and 
Bridget Whelpley, all of Boston. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Special Collection: Texas Flood Relief
The Texas floods have claimed 134 lives, with the death 
toll continuing to rise, and nearly 100 people remain 
missing. Catholic Charities USA is accepting donations to 
support relief efforts. If you would like to contribute, you 
are invited to do so through the parish between now and 
July 31. To donate you can write a check made out to Saint 
Cecilia Parish, with “Texas Flood Relief” in the memo line. 
Checks may be placed in the collection basket on any of the 
next two Sundays or mailed to the parish office. You may 
also donate online by visiting: https://www.osvhub.com/
stceciliaboston/giving/funds/texas-flood-relief. 

Summer Choral Opportunities at Saint Cecilia
This summer the parish will present a series of eight  
Thursday evening workshops, open to all parishioners, 
focusing on singing and choral music. From July 3 to August 
28, explore various aspects of music and performance, 
including:

•	 Introduction to Sight Singing
•	 Vocal Technique
•	 Diction and Language
•	 Vocal Anatomy
•	 Achieving Harmony and Balance
•	 Choral Stylization Techniques
•	 Audition and Performance Preparation

There is no cost to attend one, a few, or all of these 
enriching sessions. Workshops will take place from 7 to 
9 P.M. and participants must sign up at least 24 hours in 
advance. To sign up, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/
stceciliachoralworkshops.

2025 Summer Choir Sundays: August 24th
Join Robert Duff, Brett Maguire and members of the Saint 
Cecilia Choir at 8:30am to learn a piece of choral music and 
sing with the choir at the 9:30am Mass. Open to all singers 
of all ages and experience!

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies...................................... 3  
   Prayers and Occasions.................................... 4    
   Coming Up at Saint Cecilia.............................. 7
   Belvidere Midday Tuesday Meeting................ 7   
   Why Do You Stay Catholic? 
   By Kathleen Bonnette...................................... 8        
   Pope Leo: Caring For Others Is ‘The Supreme 
   Law’ That Comes Before Society’s Rules
   By Carol Glatz................................................ 10                  

   Parish Resources...................................... 12

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/texas-flood-relief
https://www.osvhub.com/stceciliaboston/giving/funds/texas-flood-relief
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
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SHAKESPEARE ON THE COMMON & 
PARISH PICNIC/POTLUCK
TUESDAY, JULY 29 | PICNIC AT 6:30PM, PLAY AT 8PM
BOSTON COMMON

For years, Saint Cecilia parishioners have gathered for a 
parish picnic/potluck prior to Shakespeare on the Common. 
This year, we invite you to join us for "As you Like It" on 
Tuesday, July 29 on the Boston Common near the Parkman 
Bandstand. We'll reserve space and have a potluck picnic 
beforehand, which is a great opportunity to connect with 
other parishioners! The picnic is at 6:30 p.m. and the play 
begins at 8 p.m. For more information, please email Jenny 
Jones at Climatejustice@stceciliaboston.org. The play is 
free, though donations to the Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company are appreciated: http://www.commshakes.org/.

GAZA, GENOCIDE AND THE GLOBAL 
MEDICAL RESPONSE
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 | 6:30PM | PARISH HALL

Join us for a special presentation by Dr. 
Kuemmerle, a neurologist at Children's 
Hospital and the co-founder of Doctors 
Against Genocide. Founded in 2023, Doctors 
Against Genocide is a coalition of healthcare 
professionals who seek to unite their voices in uproar against 
the genocide in Gaza. The  presentation will be livestreamed. 

Doctors Against Genocide is currently raising $737,000 to 
fund the construction of a 140-bed field hospital with 4 
operating rooms on the grounds of Al-Shifa hosptial. Gaza's 
largest hospital has been bombed, burned, and pushed past 
its limits. After the forced shutdown of the Indonesian, Al-
Awda, and Kamal Adwan hospitals, Al-Shifa is the last major 
hospital left standing in North Gaza. 

Right now, occupancy is at 200–300%. Patients are being 
treated on floors, in hallways, and tents. There are no 
more beds. No more space. But there is a way forward with 
your help. If you would like donate, please visit: https://
doctorsagainstgenocide.org/donate.

FFF COFFEE HOUR: AMANDA GRANT 
ROSE OF CAPUCHIN MOBILE MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 4PM ET VIA ZOOM

If you happen to be in Boston on a Sunday, Tuesday, 
or Thursday, you might have spotted an outreach van 
distributing emergency supplies and spiritual guidance. 
The FFF is inviting Amanda Grant Rose of Capuchin Mobile 
Ministries to learn more about this ministry of spiritual 
caregiving to our unhoused sisters and brothers. Capuchin 
Mobile Ministries is a ministry of accompaniment and 
presence, serving Boston and Cambridge three days a 
week all year round. Amanda, the Director of Stewardship 
and Community Engagement, will share the work of 
Capuchin Mobile Ministries and discuss opportunities for 
volunteering.

If you haven’t registered with the FFF and would like to 
attend the coffee hour please send your name and email 
address to the ministry email. 

SAINT CECILIA MENTAL HEALTH 
MINISTRY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 1PM  | CLASSROOM 1 

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in 
open to parishioners who are struggling with their mental 
health during challenging times. This is not a therapy group, 
but a place to gather once a month to discuss mental 
health through the lens of Scripture and faith. To get on the 
distribution list, please contact Mary Wessel at parish email.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5  | 7 PM | SANCTUARY

Come find rest and healing in God’s presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament, with praise and worship music led by the Young 
Adult ministry. All are invited to come to the altar!  Please 
use the St. Cecilia street entrance and ring the bell to enter. 
 
Can’t join us in person? We’ll be live-streaming of our 
worship service over Zoom.  To register, scan the QR code to 
receive a Zoom link (if you’ve already signed up for these, 
no need to fill out the form again).

http://www.commshakes.org/
https://doctorsagainstgenocide.org/donate
https://doctorsagainstgenocide.org/donate
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JOIN OUR WISDOM AND MATURE 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group 
holds two weekly online gatherings via 
Zoom. We meet Thursday evenings from 
7:30 to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings from 
8:30 to 9:30 AM to share ways in which 
faith informs and enriches the second half 
of life. Our conversations are informed by 
our shared spiritual reading, but reading 
the book is optional. 

We are presently discussing Richard Rohr’s 
latest book, The Tears of Things: Prophetic 
Wisdom in an Age of Outrage. Our next 
book will be Becca Stevens’ Practically 
Divine. To request information about our 
meetings or to be added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to the ministry.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE 
FOR THE MARY ANN BRETT PANTRY

While the beginning of the school year is an exciting time 
for kids and parents, it can also be stressful. For the families 
helped by the Mary Ann Brett Pantry in Dorchester, the 
beginning of the year can be especially intense. In hopes 
of alleviating stress and making the start of the school 
year sunnier for these families, Saint Cecilia is once again 
collecting backpacks and school supplies for the kids.
 
And we are requesting items that will be used to fill the 
backpacks: spiral notebooks, 3-ring binders, folders, dry-
erase markers, and copy paper. There will be bins in the 
narthex if you want to provide any of the items above.
 
To make it easier to participate in the Back-To-School Drive, 
you can also access the pantry's Amazon wish list here: www.
amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_wl_share. 
You can also scan the Flowcode below. 

Thank you so much for your dedication to improving the lives 
of the kids in Greater Boston!

BLOOD DRIVE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 | 9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
HIBERNIAN HALL | 151 WATERTOWN STREET, 
WATERTOWN 

Looking for an effective way to show love of neighbor? 
The Watertown Ancient Order of Hibernians is hosting a 
Red Cross blood drive on Saturday, August 2, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Hibernian Hall in Watertown. If you 
decide to donate blood, bring some canned goods and 
other non-perishable food with you to help feed those with 
food insecurity. Food can be dropped off at Hibernian Hall. 
Visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/ and enter: AOH to 
schedule an appointment. Your single blood donation has 
the potential to save up to three lives!

A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES
For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided 
a dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-
income, at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston 
without regard for their race, nationality, or religious 
affiliation. Nearly 450 city-based boys and girls travel to 
Hull, Massachusetts each summer for a one or two week 
overnight camp experience letting them enjoy the fresh air, 
learn new talents, receive academic summer support and 
simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always 
need donations of the following items for the kids at the 
camp:

•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 
number, the better) 

•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, 
please consider picking up some of the items above and 
dropping them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose 
in the narthex. The last day we can accept donations for 
the Camp is Sunday, August 3. Thank you! 

HELP US SEND A KID TO CAMP! 
As you may know, Saint Cecilia Parish has a long-standing 
relationship with the Huntington YMCA and many social 
service programs offered in that facility, especially the 
Families in Transition program. What you may not know 
is that the Huntington Avenue Y is the oldest in the 

http://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_wl_share
http://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_wl_share
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
 JULY 24 - 30

THURSDAY, JULY 24
Simeon & Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall

GBIO Potluck | 6pm | United Parish of Brookline
Summer Choral Workshop | 7pm | Classroom 1

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SUNDAY, JULY 27
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

MONDAY, JULY 28
Returning Citizens | 5:30pm | Parish Hall

TUESDAY, JULY 29
Saint Cecilia Picnic | 6:30pm | Boston Common

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
Gaza, Genocide and the Global Medical Response 

6:30pm | Parish Hall 

United States and the cornerstone for the building was laid 
by President William Howard Taft in 1912. Through our 
combined donations, we would like to see if we can collect 
enough ($2,500) to send one inner-city kid, aged 8 to 16, 
to Y camp this summer. The YMCA overnight camp in New 
Hampshire is a life-changing experience for those fortunate 
enough to attend. 

To make a donation by check—in any amount—please make 
it payable to "YMCA of Greater Boston" and indicate in the 
memo line: "Summer Camp." Checks should be mailed to: 
Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 
Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. Thanks as always for 
your accustomed generosity.

Thank you again for your fantastic submissions, keep them 
coming! This is an ongoing project, so take as much time as 
you need for your answers. We are accepting physical and 
digital submissions, please see the instructions below if you 
need a refresher.

As a reminder, the box and notecards are located on the 
table in the narthex:

1. Think about what Saint Cecilia means to you.
2. Grab a notecard and let your creativity flow! We want 
to see it all — a few words, phrases, or even a drawing!
3. Once you have finished your notecard, place the card 
into the box for safe keeping.
* Feel free to take your notecard to the parish hall or 
home with you. We will have staff available to collect the 
notecards downstairs.
* If you have a digital submission or any questions, please 
email Anastassia Kolchanov at her parish email. 

Parishioners of all ages are encouraged to participate!

This is a weekly “closed" Alcoholics Anonymous 
discussion meeting centered on the 3rd Step 
prayer, and will include a period of meditation. 
The first meeting will begin on Tuesday August 
19th from 1pm-2pm at St. Cecilia Parish in the 
Community Room. Please enter at the glass en-
trance located at 30 St Cecilia Street. 

Tuesdays | 1pm-2pm 
First Meeting Begins Tuesday, August 19

BELVIDERE 
MIDDAY TUESDAY 
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Evan Walters (1893 - 1951) was a Welsh artist who split 
his time between Swansea and London. Walters' work 
initially focused on conventional portraiture as well as 
depictions of Welsh landscapes and workers. Walters 
was noticed by a local philanthropist at his first solo 
show in 1920, elevating his career to new heights. 

With his newfound success, Walters started ex-
perimenting with perception and time. His fascina-
tion with vision came from an experience he had 
one evening gazing at a fire: he became aware of the 
"doubled" appearance of his boot as he mindless-
ly stared at the flames. This moment led to Walters  
developing the double-vision technique which aimed to 
capture the physical act of visualization. 

He spent the rest of his career fixated on vision 
and the problem of depicting visual experiences. In  
Walters' double-vision paintings, objects in focus 
were fixed and painted precisely while objects in 
the peripheral visual field were doubled or semi-
translucent. Walters' techniques were ahead of his  
time but not received warmly by the public, and his popularity waned. 

‘WHY DO YOU STAY CATHOLIC?’ MY 
STUDENT ASKED. BECAUSE OF MY PARISH—

AND THE GOSPEL’S RADICAL LOVE.

BY KATHLEEN BONNETTE

Recently, after I led a discussion on some of the patriarchal 
and misogynistic strains of Catholic theology, a student 

from the class approached me. “Why do you stay Catholic?” 
he asked, somewhat incredulously.

This student is a former Catholic, who—like many young 
adults who were raised Catholic—has disaffiliated from the 
church, and he now views religion as unnecessary at best 
and oppressive at worst. His question felt heavy to me.

To be honest, I have been reckoning with this query for some 
time, questioning the ethical implications of belonging to an 
institution that often seems, at least in the United States, 
to motivate in its members a sense of superiority rather 
than humility, a scarcity mindset rather than a paradigm of 
abundant life and a commitment to abstract absolutisms 
rather than relational encounter. Survey after survey shows 
a correlation between high religiosity (especially church or 
Mass attendance) and what I see as unjust social and political 
positions. While our faith does not demand a particular 
political ideology, and indeed calls us to resist absolutizing 
our political positions, I cannot ignore the reality that 
in the current moment, certain political movements are 
characterized by sinful worldviews, and yet Christians seem 
to be at the heart of them.

For example, white Christian voters played a key role in 
the MAGA movement, though it is undergirded by racism, 
misogyny and a disregard for the poor and vulnerable, in 
violation of every principle of Catholic social thought. And 
indeed, Christians with higher church attendance are more 
likely to be sympathetic to Christian nationalism, which is 
characterized by racist and misogynistic worldviews, as well 
as a willingness to consider political violence to achieve 
aims. For Catholics, specifically, increased Mass attendance 
also correlates with a reluctance to accept female leadership 
in the public sphere.

I have argued previously that hierarchical and patriarchal 
theology is easily weaponized in support of this kind of 
worldview. Catholic moral formation does not promote 
racism and misogyny, which clearly run counter to our faith, 
but the positive correlation between religiosity and unjust 

social and political positions indicates an institutional 
failure. We are clearly not doing enough. And yet, every 
Sunday, my husband and I take our three children to Mass.

We have been members of the same parish since I was 
pregnant with my youngest, who is now 8 years old and 
just received the Eucharist for the first time earlier this 
spring. My older kids have grown from toddlers to preteens 
here, and they can now be found serving at the altar or 
entertaining the newest generation. When we have had 
illnesses or injuries, our parish family has brought us meals 
and offered support, and we reciprocate when needed.

My point is this: Despite the political, ideological and moral 
divisions that are evident in the church from a bird’s-eye, 
statistical view, the local embodiment of Christ keeps me 
grounded. At a time when I struggle to belong to the church 

Al Jeeran fi Salam (Neighbors in Peace) 
By Tahia Halim (c.1958)

Im
age: O

belisk Art History Project
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in the abstract, I can serve my community and nurture the 
bonds of belonging there, leaning into the hope of the 
Eucharist: that we find grace in the particularization of 
universal love.

Though I worry that my kids will come to associate the 
church with harmful political ideologies, I pray that the 
message my kids internalize is that the body of Christ is 
actually enfleshed in community. There should not be 
a difference between the embodied care that we offer 
one another and the way we think about salvation and 
truth. The incarnation of Christ breaks down every form 
of dualism. We are called, as Pope Francis said, to live into 
our “constitutive relationship with all, especially with the 
poorest,” and this should motivate Christian “love that 
builds a fraternity open to all, without exception.”

I don’t want to let the institutional church off easy. The 
failings of a church that seems to perpetuate, or at least 
does not temper, tendencies toward exclusivity and 
worldviews of misogyny and racism are evident. But 
perhaps rather than leaving the church altogether, we 
can confront these failings as members of a community 
committed to the radical love of the Gospel.

Indeed, knowing that our faith is being weaponized and 
exploited, we should all be doing some soul searching to 
discern whether our Christian walk aligns with the Gospel. 
Receiving the Eucharist should bring about the fruits of 
healing and reconciliation, and we should examine our 
hearts with humility and courage to discern whether it 
does so in us.

I will continue to urge our priests and deacons to use their 
positions of authority to speak prophetically, especially 
during homilies, recognizing that Jesus came to bring glad 
tidings to the poor and to set the oppressed free.

At the same time, here are some of the questions I ask 
of myself: Because of my faith, am I more likely to be a 
neighbor to those in need, or am I motivated to close 
myself off to the perspectives of others or impose a purity 
test for those in need of my care? Does an encounter with 
Jesus in the Eucharist empower me with a worldview of 
abundant life, knowing that my flourishing is bound to the 
flourishing of all, or does it offer the certainty of a salvation 
that is limited in its capacity for healing now? When I 
attend Mass, do I allow my heart to be changed by love 
that transcends my own knowing? For me, the presence 
of this transcendent love, embodied in the Eucharist, in 
the relationships we nurture in our parish, and in each and 
every created being, is what keeps me at Mass—and what 
sustains me going forward.

FILIPPINO LIPPI
C. 1424 - 1428

As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, “the Church of Rome presides 
in charity and its true authority is the charity of Christ. It is 
never a question of capturing others by force, by religious 
propaganda, or by means of power. Instead, it is always 
and only a question of loving as Jesus did.” And Jesus loved 
by inviting people into community, resisting systems of 
oppression and exclusion, while opening possibilities for all 
to belong.

So why do I stay Catholic? To receive the grace to “go and do 
likewise.”

Originally published in America Magazine on July 16, 2025. 

Kathleen Bonnette works at the Center on Faith and Justice 
at Georgetown University, where she also teaches theology. 
She is the author of (R)evolutionary Hope: A Spirituality of 
Encounter and Engagement in an Evolving World.

THE FRIEND IN NEED AND 
THE WIDOW AND THE JUDGE

BY NELLY BUBE
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POPE LEO: CARING FOR OTHERS IS 
‘THE SUPREME LAW’ THAT COMES 

BEFORE SOCIETY’S RULES
BY CAROL GLATZ

Serving life by caring for others is “the supreme law” that 
comes before all of society’s rules, Pope Leo XIV said.

“Imitating the example of Jesus, the Savior of the world, 
we too are called to bring consolation and hope, above 
all to those who are experiencing discouragement and 
disappointment,” he said before reciting the Angelus with 
thousands of visitors gathered in the square in front of the 
papal summer villa of Castel Gandolfo July 13.

Pope Leo arrived at the small hilltop town south of Rome 

July 6 for a brief vacation until July 20. He celebrated Mass in 
the Church of St. Thomas of Villanova July 13, and then recited 
the noonday prayer from the steps in front of the papal villa 
under a sky that oscillated between dark rainy clouds and 
bright bursts of sun.

In his reflection before the prayer, Pope Leo spoke about the 
human yearning for eternal life, that is, “for salvation, for an 
existence free from failure, evil and death.”

Eternal life is “not something to be gained by force, begged for 

Pope Leo XIV delivers his first Angelus from Castel Gandolfo on July 13, 2025. 

Im
age: CN

S photo/Pablo Esparza
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or negotiated,” he said. It is something to be “inherited” 
by God alone, as parents do with their children.
“That is why Jesus tells us that, in order to receive God’s 
gift, we must do his will,” the pope said, which is to 
love “the Lord your God with all your heart” and “your 
neighbor as yourself.”

“In order to live eternally, we do not need to cheat death, 
but to serve life, by caring for others in this, our time 
together,” the pope said. “That is the supreme law that is 
prior to all society’s rules and gives them their meaning.”

“God’s will is the law of life that the Father himself was 
the first to follow, by loving us unconditionally in his Son, 
Jesus,” Pope Leo said.

Jesus “shows us the meaning of authentic love for God 
and for others,” he said. “It is a love that is generous, not 
possessive; a love that forgives without question; a love 
that reaches out and never abandons others.”

“In Christ, God made himself a neighbor to each and every 
man and woman. That is why each of us can and should 
become a neighbor to all whom we meet,” he said.

By opening one’s heart to God’s will, he said, “we will 
become artisans of peace every day of our lives.”

After greeting the many groups present in the square, 
including members of the pastoral community of Blessed 
Augustine of Tarano from the Colegio S. Augustin in 
Chiclayo, Peru, the pope shook hands with a number 
of special guests who were by the wooden barricades 
between the villa’s entrance and the square.

It was the first Angelus address at the summer villa 
by Pope Leo, who returned to the tradition of taking a 
summer break at the villa in Castel Gandolfo.

Pope Francis, instead, had spent his summers residing at 
the Vatican and had led just one Angelus from the papal 
villa July 14, 2013.

Rather than giving his address from the villa’s balcony, like 
his predecessors, Pope Francis had addressed the crowd 
at street level from the open front door of the villa. Pope 
Leo did the same.

“Dear brothers and sisters, I am pleased to be with you 
here in Castel Gandolfo,” Pope Leo said to great applause 
and cheers. He greeted those present and thanked “all of 
you for your warm welcome.”

Originally published in America Magazine on July 14, 2025. 

Carol Glatz has been a senior correspondent at the Rome 
bureau of Catholic News Service since 2004.

THE IMPORTUNATE 
FRIEND

BY SIR JOHN EVERETT 
MILLAIS (C. 1894)
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, & 11:30 a.m
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-  
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland,  Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The 
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children 
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of 
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for 
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations. 
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


