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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Miracle of Loaves and Fishes by Jean-Baptiste Bottex, 1968
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28 JULY 2024
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PRELUDE | Chromhorne en taille from “Messe des Paroisses*
Brett Maguire, organist

Francois Couperin
(1668-1733)

ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Come to the Feast Bob Hurd
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CALL TO WORSHIP

% In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

% The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.




GLORIA | Mass of Renewal Curtis Stephan
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COLLECT

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING | 2 Kings 4: 42-44

RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 145: The Hand of the Lord Feeds Us Tony Alonso
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1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.

2. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

3. The Lordis just in all his ways, and holy in all his deeds.
The Lord is close to all who call him, who call on him in truth.

SECOND READING | Ephesians 4:1-6

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ, Light of the Nations Tony Alonso
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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

OUR COMMUNITY N EWS
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Saturday, July 27 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Rosaria Salerno, lector

Sunday, July 28 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ, celebrant
Nicholas Hayes-Mota, lector

Sunday, July 28 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Cathy Anderson, Chika Offurum, and Virgen Palermo, lectors

Sunday, July 28 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Jim Paradis, Nikko Mendoza, and Emily St. Germain, lectors

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

Saturday, July 27 | 5:00 p.m.
Gerald Maloney, Memorial

Sunday, July 28 | 9:30 a.m.
John Hannigan, 1st Anniversary
Josephine Moitoso, Memorial
Eleanor Thomson, Memorial
Brianna Lorine Tappe, Memorial
Doris O'Donnell Jellig, Memorial

Thursday, August 1 | 8:00 a.m.
Steve Bragg, 1st Anniversary

PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE
FOR OFFERTORY GIVING.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS
SUPPORT OF SAINT CECILIA PARISH!

TODAY'S READINGS

2 Kings 4:42-44
Ephesians 4:1-6
John 6:1-15

NEXT SUNDAY'S
READINGS

Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15

Ephesians 4:17, 20-24
John 6:24-35
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SAINT CECILIA PARISH

PRAYERS (& OCCASIONS

Our Sick

Please pray for all our sick and for those who are in need
of our prayer, especially David Kennedy, Jacqueline Lavelle,
Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Michele Maniscalco, and Fred
Tufts.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish

We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants:
Jeanette Gardner and Ben Brown, Janine and Ben Albert,
and Cara Sciorilli, all of Boston. If you have not previously
registered you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.

org/joining-our-parish/

Don't Wait: Registration for Children’s Faith Formation
2024-2025 Is Now Open!

We are delighted to share that registration for our
Children's Faith Formation classes for the coming year is
now open. Please note that space is limited for a number
of classes, and so please register as soon as possible to
ensure your child(ren)'s/ teen's place in the class. To
register, visit https://stceciliaboston.org/cff-reg. Classes
begin on Sunday, September 22. Please note that the fee
to register is $200.

God Bless Our Grandparents and the Elderly!

On July 23, the Church celebrated the third World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly. Established by Pope Francis
in January 2021, the observance is celebrated each year
on the fourth Sunday of July, coinciding with the feasts of
the Blessed Virgin Mary’s parents and Jesus’ grandparents,
Saints Joachim and Anne.

A Message From Tanya Rybarczyk on Her Departure
"What a joy and a privilege it has been to serve you as
a member of the Saint Cecilia parish staff! Thank you for
sharing so much of yourselves and your lives with me,
and for all the support you have given me this past year!
Our family is moving on to our next adventure in the
Pacific Northwest, but we take all your love with us! And
we'll keep in touch as the newest members of the FFF!
Blessings! Peace..." — Tanya Rybarczyk

Happy Anniversary!

This week we celebrate the baptismal anniversary
of Mark Brown who was baptized on July 30. May
the Lord continue to bless him with the grace to
live out his baptismal call. Happy Feast Day, Mark!
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JOIN OUR WISDOM & MATURE
SPIRITUALITY GROUP

Our Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group holds two
online gatherings each week on Zoom. They meet on
Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and Sunday
mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. to share how faith in-
forms and enriches the second half of life. The group's
current book is The Beatitudes of Peace by John Dear.
To request information or be added to their mailing
list, email the ministry at their ministry address.
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( AUGUST LITURGY OF THE HOURS "4l
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. Tuesday, August 6 at 6:00 p.m.
Vespers for the Feast of the Transfiguration i

Monday, August 12 at 6:00 p.m.
ydr, Vespers for the Memorial of Saint Jane Frances de Chantal

Wednesday, August 28 at 6:00 p.m.
Vespers for the Memorial of Saint Augustine

B Live on the Saint Cecilia Facebook Page or via Zoom. -
L TP

>
Please email_hoursandtaize@stceciliaboston.org for details.
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ADULT FAITH
FORMATION EVENTS

BOSTON COLLEGE CLOUGH SCHOOL
OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY
ONLINE COURSES

Spiritual Practices
July 31— August 20| 3-Week Online Course
Registration Required| $30.00

St. Mary of Magdala
July 31— August 27 | 4-Week Online Course
Registration Required| $30.00
For further details or to register for these events, please check

the STM Online: Crossroads website: https://www.bc.edu/con-
tent/bc-web/schools/stm/sites/crossroads/course-schedule.html
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Saint Cecilia
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Join Father John and the Saint Cecilia Choirs - J)
Under the Direction of Robert Duff on a e

2025 Jubitee Year
Pilgvimage to Jtaly

June 15-23;2025_
D e :

. We will participate in Mass at:
.« The Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi
o St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City

The Saint Cecilia Choir will
«» perform two evening concerts:
"~ o The Basilica di SantAndrea
. della Valle in Rome
. o 'The Basilica di Santa Cecilia
Ll in Trastevere
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Want to learn more/register?

Visit www.stceciliaboston.org/italy to
learn more and to register! On this
webpage, you'll find registration
information, the trip itinerary, and a
recording of a virtual information
session with the hosting company,
Music Celebrations International.
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We will visit Rome, Florence,
Assisi, and Vatican City.

B |
_; Highlights include:

A visit to La Galleria dellAccademia di Firenze, home
to the largest number of Michelangelo sculptures in the
world, including David

A walking tour of the medieval town of Assisi,
birthplace of Sts. Francis and Clare, including a visit to
the Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi—one of the most
important pilgrimage sites in all of Italy

A tour of the Vatican Museums which house some of
the world’s most important collections of art (included
will be a visit to the Sistine Chapel)

A visit to St. Peter’s Basilica, including the Pieta

A tour of the Colosseum and its arena floor,

the Roman Forum.

A tentative weekly Papal Audience and Blessing
(subject to the Holy Father’s schedule)

Visits to the Pantheon, Spanish Steps, Piazza Navona,
and Trevi Fountain

Visits to the Basilica of St. Mary Major, the Basilica of
St. John Lateran, and the Basilica of St. Paul Outside
the Walls.

o AL

T

a

Do

) JiA



SAINT CECILIA PARISH

A CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT SAINT CECILIA

FAREWELL, TANYA!

This coming week, we bid a fond
farewell to our beloved Pasto-
| ral Associate, Tanya Rybarczyk.
~ Tanya has been a beacon of light
and wisdom within our com-
munity, walking with parishio-
ners through the RCIA process,

leading Saint Cecilia CARES,
and Ilalsmg with our vibrant parish ministries. Her
presence has been a true gift, and her departure to
the Pacific Northwest marks the beginning of a new
adventure for her and her family. Tanya, thank you
for your dedicated service and for sharing so much of
yourself with us. We will miss you dearly and wish you
all the best in your new journey!

WELCOME, MARTIN!

We are thrilled to announce
that Martin Ryan has joined
the Saint Cecilia choir as the
baritone section leader.

Originally from East Longmead-

ow, Massachusetts, Martin grad-

uated from Boston College with
bachelor’s degrees in music and mathematics. Within
his musical studies, he concentrated on vocal perfor-
mance and composition—notably studying with Ralf
Yusuf Gawlick.

Martin was a member of the Boston College Universi-
ty Chorale and Chamber Singers under the direction of
John Finney and served as a member of the organiza-
tion’s executive board. Additionally, he was a vocalist
and pianist in the Boston College Chamber Music So-
ciety, conducted the Boston College Marching Band,
and performed with and alongside other prominent
Boston-based ensembles such as the Back Bay Cho-
rale and Boston Pops. Martin has sung as a baritone
soloist in numerous works, including Mozart’s Mass in
C major and Durante’s Magnificat in B flat major. He
is honored and thrilled to participate in the liturgical
music program at Saint Cecilia Parish.

WELCOME, JOE!

We are thrilled to welcome Joe
Ebbert to our staff as our new
Director of Emerging Adult Min-
istries. Joe is a native of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, but has
called Boston home since 2018.
He is a 2022 graduate of Boston
College (BC), where he received
a bachelor of science in biology. His most meaningful
experiences at BC came with his participation and ser-
vice in the Kairos retreat program, which eventually
contributed to his decision to pursue his master’s in
theology and ministry at BC’s Clough School of The-
ology and Ministry. Joe was fortunate to work with
Kairos in a ministerial capacity as a graduate student,
as well as with the CSTM'’s Continuing Education pro-
gram. He graduated from BC CSTM this past spring.
At Saint Cecilia, Joe seeks to further his mission of ac-
companying young people as they discover the mean-
ing of faith and spirituality and explore their images
of God. In his free time, Joe loves running, biking, and
baseball, especially the Pittsburgh Pirates.

WELCOME, LAURA!

We are very excited to share
that Laura Santamaria will be
joining the Saint Cecilia choir
as the soprano section leader.
Laura is a Colombian-American
soprano from West Palm Beach,
Florida, currently studying with
Dr. Rebecca Folsom at Boston
Conservatory at Berklee. She was a recent Florida Dis-
trict Winner in the Metropolitan Laffont Competition.
She was a Gerdine Young Artist at the Opera Theatre
of Saint Louis this past summer where she covered
the roles of Musetta in La Bohéme and Berta/A No-
tary in Barber of Seville. In addition to her academic
achievements, Laura is a trailblazer and leader in her
community. She is the Founder of the Latinx Student
Alliance at Boston Conservatory and actively serves as
a student ambassador, advocating for diversity and in-
clusion within the performing arts. She has a fond love
for Latin American music.
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA
JULY 28 - AUGUST4

Sunday, July 28
Wisdom Group, 8:30 a.m. | Zoom
Young Families Gathering after the 9:30 a.m.
Mass | Family Flex Center
SCYA Contemplative Prayer Group, 2:00 p.m.

Monday, July 29
SCYA Women'’s Group, 7:30 p.m. | Zoom

Wednesday, July 31
SCYA Men’s Group, 7:30 a.m. | Zoom
LGBTQ+ Space to Share: 6:30-8:00 p.m. | Zoom

Saturday, August 3
SCYA Kayaking Trip: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 4
Wisdom Group, 8:30 a.m. | Zoom
Far-Flung Flock Online Coffee Hour with Olivia
¢ Hastie of FutureChurch: 4:00-5:00 p.m. | Zoom
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NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Tuesday, August 6, 7:00—8:00 p.m.
(First Tuesday of the Month)

Saint Cecilia Sanctuary | Open to Everyone!

Join the Saint Cecilia Young Adults for their month-
ly Night of Worship and Adoration. Come find rest
and healing in God’s presence in the Blessed Sac-
rament, with praise and worship music led by the
Young Adult Ministry. Please use the St. Cecilia
Street entrance and ring the bell to enter. All are
welcome to join us!

AUGUST FAR-FLUNG

FLOCK COFFEE HOUR

Sunday, August 4 at 4:00 p.m. ET FU t U re Ch U rCh
The Far-Flung Flock leadership team is thrilled to welcome Olivia
Hastie as their August speaker. Olivia is a first-year doctoral student
in Boston College’s Theology department focusing on theological
ethics. She earned her Master of Theological Studies from Harvard
Divinity School and her Bachelor’s in Religious Studies from the
College of the Holy Cross. In addition to her academic pursuits, Ol-
ivia is a program associate at FutureChurch. This Cleveland-based
nonprofit seeks to promote the inclusion, equality, and full par-
ticipation of all people in the life of the Church. Her work at Fu-
tureChurch includes scheduling educational events, conducting
research, and overseeing several projects. She spent a year man-
aging the faith formation program at Saint Cecilia and has since
become an active parishioner and a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council. Join us for this inspiring coffee hour to hear more about

Olivia's work with FutureChurch and to connect with fellow parish-
ioners.

If you have not registered for any online coffee hour in the past,
please register for the FFF email list with this link (https://bit.
ly/45pDVRa). There is no need to re-register if you've attended in
the past. If you have registered but are not receiving FFF email no-
tifications, please email the ministry to confirm your email address.
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A REQUEST FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES

For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp has provided a dream vaca-
tion at the seashore to over 40,000 low-income, at-risk children
aged 6-13 from Greater Boston without regard for their race, na-
tionality, or religious affiliation. Nearly 450 city-based boys and
girls travel to Hull, Massachusetts each summer for a one or two-
week overnight camp experience so they can enjoy the fresh air,
learn new talents, receive academic summer support, and simply
have fun! Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic
Charities. They have mentioned to us that they always need dona-
tions of the following items for the kids at the camp:

* Sunblock (the higher the SPF, the better)
Bug spray

*  Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

* Underwear (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you're out shopping or on Amazon, please con-
sider picking up some of the items above and dropping them
in the plastic bin identified for this purpose in the narthex. Thank
you so much! Please note: the last day we can accept donations
for the Camp is Sunday, August 4!




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

RETURNING CITIZENS
MINISTRY: LOOKING FOR
NEW MEMBERS

Previously known as our Prison and After Min-
istry, the Saint Cecilia Returning Citizens group
meets every other Monday evening from 5:30
to 8:00 p.m. to provide a safe, welcoming space
for men transitioning back into society following
prison or jail. Each meeting consists of an oppor-
tunity to discuss challenges (and wins!) and gain
support, followed by a shared meal. In particular,
we welcome individuals from Coolidge House
(the federal release center on Huntington Ave-
nue) and Brooke House (the state release center
in the Fenway). We are looking for more men to
join us, so, if you know anyone who could benefit
from this group, please personally invite them to
join. You can refer any questions to the minis-
try's email address. Please remember that your
quick referral could make a significant difference
in someone's life!

00 00000000000 00000000000000000000 000

IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

Looking for a fulfilling way to make a difference
in the second half of life? IVC New England in-
vites parishioners 50 years of age or better to ex-
plore a journey of spirituality and service. From
September to June, participants will have the op-
portunity to share their unique gifts and talents
with a local nonprofit partner assisting people
in Greater Boston. For nearly 30 years, IVC has
helped mature men and women find enriching
service opportunities.

As an IVC Service Corps
member, participants will
committoservingjust1or
2 days a week, while also
enjoying monthly gather-
ings for prayerful reflec-
tion and fellowship. It is a
wonderful way to connect
with others and deepen
one's faith, all while mak-
ing a meaningful impact
on the community. Contact the regional director
today at newengland@ivcusa.org to learn more
about the Ignatian Volunteer Corps.

CHILDREN'S BOOKS

Generous parishioners have donated
a supply of children's books that can
be found in a box in the narthex.
Please feel free to borrow thes
during one of our liturgies.

DONATIONS FOR
DORCHESTER FOOD PANTRIES

With summer here and our Faith Formation classes on summer break,
many of the families that have been faithful donors to our collection of
food items for the Catholic Charities and Mary Ann Brett pantries will
be away until September. We hope you will consider participating in
this important ministry during the summer months so that the volume
of our donated food remains strong. The local economy might have
improved for some of us, but the working poor and unemployed con-
tinue to face enormous economic challenges—especially in light of ris-
ing food prices. Saint Cecilia has committed to providing these items
to the food pantries: Cheerios or cornflakes, peanut butter, white flour
pasta and spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, canned tuna fish, canned
chicken breast, cooking oil, and tomato sauce. While canned or shelf-
stable items are appreciated, it is particularly helpful when parishio-
ners can help with the staples listed above. Unfortunately, we cannot
accept donations of baked items or produce in the narthex.

You may wish to follow the example of some of our parishioners and
have some of the items above delivered to the parish via Amazon.com
or a similar service. If you choose to do so, have them delivered to:
Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 Belvidere
Street, Boston, MA 02115. Thank you so much!
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HELP US SEND A KID TO CAMP!

As you may know, Saint Cecilia has a long-standing relationship with
the Huntington YMCA and many social service programs they offer.
What you may not know is that the Huntington Avenue Y is the oldest
in the United States and the cornerstone for the building was laid by
President William Howard Taft in 1912. Through our combined dona-
tions, we would like to see if we can collect enough ($2,500) to send
one inner-city kid, aged 8 to 16, to Y camp this summer. The YMCA
overnight camp in New Hampshire is a life-changing experience for
those fortunate enough to attend. To make a donation by check—in
any amount—please make it payable to "YMCA of Greater Boston"
and indicate in the memo line: "Summer Camp." Checks should be
mailed to: Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint Cecilia Parish, 18
Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. Thanks as always for your accus-
tomed generosity!
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DURING THE EUGHARISTIC REVIVAL, LET'S REMEMBER THAT THE

EUCHARIST IS FOR EVERYONE
BY. THOMAS:J. SCIRGHT, S.]J.

The U.S. bishops hope to revive the significance of the
Eucharist in the life of the Catholic Church. There is a
deep concern that many of the faithful lack a proper
understanding of the sacrament. Some recent polls point
out this lack of understanding.

For example, a 2019 poll conducted by the Pew Research
Center claimed that many Catholics had lost a spiritual
connection with the Eucharist at Mass. While more recent
polls suggest that Catholics may understand eucharistic
theology better than the prior poll found, there still seems
to be a general lack of awareness about what the church
teaches about the sacrament.

This summer will see the conclusion of the Eucharistic
Revival movement in the United States. This three-year
program began on June 19, 2022, on the Feast of Corpus
Christi, and it will conclude with the Tenth National
Eucharistic Congress this Saturday in Indianapolis.

There still seems to be a general lack of awareness
about what the church teaches about the Eucharist.

One suggestion for reviving the meaning of the
Eucharist, which | would like to propose here, is to shift
our perspective on the sacrament. Much of the current
discussion concerns what we receive in holy Communion,
focusing upon the host and consuming the body of
Christ. Of course, this is necessary for a discussion of the
Eucharist.

However, we hear less discussion about what happens
to those of us who partake of the Lord’s Supper, namely,
the expectation that we should be transformed by this
celebration. The Eucharist involves a receiving and a
sending forth. Indeed, in one promotional notice for the
Revival, we read a statement from Pope Francis in which
he describes the Eucharist as “a summons to go forth,
as missionaries to bring the message of the Father’s
tenderness, forgiveness and mercy to every man, woman
and child.”

This statement seems to follow an earlier declaration by
Pope St. John Paul Il, in his 1980 encyclical “Dominicae
Cenae” (“The Mystery and Worship of the Eucharist”). Here
John Paul Il explained:

The authentic sense of the Eucharist becomes of itself the
school of active love for neighbor . .. Let us learn to discover
with respect the truth about the inner self that becomes the
dwelling-place of God present in the Eucharist . . . (and) how
the image of each and every one changes when we become
aware of thisreality ... The sense of the Eucharistic mystery
leads us to love for our neighbor, to love for every human
being (6).

Celebrating the Eucharist should transform Christians
into compassionate missionaries for Christ who practice
active love for their neighbor.

With this in mind, perhaps the U.S. church could gain a
greater appreciation for the Eucharist from the perspective
of the LGBTQ community, that is to say, from those who
have been marginalized in society.

Celebrating the Eucharist should transform Christians into
compassionate missionaries for Christ who practice active
love for their neighbor.

Jesus promised to gather everyone. Upon his triumphal
entry into Jerusalem—on Palm Sunday—Jesus announced
to a crowd of people, “When | am lifted up from the earth,
| will draw everyone to myself” In his gospel, St. John
explains, “He said this indicating the kind of death he would
die” (Jn. 12:32-33). He would be lifted up on a cross.

Earlier in the gospel, John records Jesus making another
reference to being lifted up. He said, “And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up so that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life” (Jn. 3:14-15).

Moses saved the Israelites by lifting up a serpent. At one
point in their long exodus through the desert, they were
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attacked by seraphs, poisonous snakes with a burning bite.
Moses pleaded to God for help. God instructed him to wrap
a snake around a pole, hold it up high for all to see and
those who look upon it will be saved. Moses followed the
Lord’s instruction. He wrapped a bronze replica of a seraph
around a pole and lifted it up. Those who looked upon it
were saved (Num. 21:8-9).

Jesus remembers the story of Moses as he imagines
himself being lifted up for execution. Those who see him
and believe will be saved. There is a great irony here: the
very thing that threatened people became the sign of
their salvation. When Christians gather to celebrate the
Eucharist, Sunday after Sunday, we remember the body of
the Lord lifted up for our salvation, and we remember his
promise that he will draw everyone to himself.

For the Jewish disciples of Jesus, they would have
remembered the Passover lamb, whose blood was painted
on their ancestors’ doorposts, signaling their fidelity to the
covenant with God and saving their first-born child from
death. Jesus of Nazareth became the Passover lamb which
saved his followers.

Perhaps the U.S. church could gain a greater
appreciation for the Eucharist from the perspective of
the LGBTQ community, that is to say, from those who
have been marginalized in society.

As we pray in the liturgy, “This is the chalice of my blood,
the blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will be
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this in memory of me.” By this memory we are not
merely recalling an event of more than 2,000 years ago.
Rather, it is more like a “re-membering” in which we are
made members once again with Jesus Christ and with one
another.

In light of this re-membering, we recall the many people
Jesus welcomed into his company who were shunned by
the greater society. For example, recall the story of the
Samaritan woman at the well (Jn. 4:7-30), and the Parable of
the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:29-37). Remember Zacchaeus,
the short tax collector who was desperate to see Jesus (Lk.
19:1-10), and the weeping woman who crashed a dinner
party so she could wash Jesus’ feet (Lk. 7:36-50), as well as
that most ungrateful young man, the Prodigal Son, whose
father welcomed him home with a feast (Luke 15:11-32).

Either by law or by custom these individuals were
considered offensive or outcast, yet Jesus shows us how
God draws them into the eternal embrace and how they
were transformed. Jesus moved beyond the barriers of

social standards.

This movement illustrates
what Pope Francis called
going out to the peripheria.
The periphery of society is
where we find those who
have been marginalized,
lacking a voice or any social
status. Jesus reached out to
the people on the periphery.
Those who accept him are transformed. So much of
Christian discipleship is about being transformed by Christ.

When we come to the table of the Eucharist we might ask,
what difference does it make in our lives? Saint Augustine
said, “Place yourselves on the paten. Become what you
eat.” We must be transformed by the Eucharist as we are
becoming like Christ. We must be ready and willing to
welcome everyone in the name of Jesus Christ.

The Eucharist symbolizes the unity of the church, with
the gathering of the community around the Lord’s
table.

Saint Paul spoke to this issue in his First Letter to the
Corinthians (11: 27-32). Paul had received word that some
of the Christians in Corinth were celebrating the Eucharist
in a selfish manner, ignoring the needs of those around
them. We can presume that they were following the
rubrics of the ritual supper properly, but ignoring the spirit
of the celebration. Paul castigated them for practicing their
sacred meal in such a profane manner.

The Eucharist symbolizes the unity of the church, with the
gathering of the community around the Lord’s table. The
bread that is broken and the cup that is shared symbolizes
the promise Jesus made before he was lifted up.

The papal preacher, Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, O.F.M.
Cap., echoed this promise in his homily this past Good
Friday at St. Peter’s Basilica. In his words, Jesus tells the
people to “Come to me ... everyone, excluding no one:
Come to me, and | will give you rest! Didn’t | promise you:
When | am lifted up from the earth, | will draw everyone to
myself?” The Eucharist becomes the great instrument of
bringing all people close to Christ and to one another.

~ Thomas J. Scirghi, S.J., is associate professor of theology
at Fordham University, where he serves on the Board of
Trustees. He holds a doctorate in theology from Boston
University, and his scholarship focuses on liturgy, homiletics
and the sacraments.
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. & By Appointment
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781

Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Christine Burns, Digital and Print Media Coordinator

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Carly-Anne Gannon, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events

Tanya Rybarczyk, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV | Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support

Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Vasily Izumchensky, Livestream Sound Engineer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, & 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would
like to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $13, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $13 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this
discount, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person
during the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit
gate. To obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering
the garage into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month. For more
information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith
Formation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon, at her parish email.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers
in mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program
(VIRTUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has
concerns about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria
Roche, Letitia Howland, Kathy Sanders, MD, or Erin Young if you have any
questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program
to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful
about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating
a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting poten-
tially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex,
Parish Office, and on our website.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and
women become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suit-
able for those baptized in different faith traditions who are in-
terested in becoming Catholic, or, for those who were bap-
tized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe
in the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be
brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick
during regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighbor-
hoods in and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners
from around the country and arround the world. We invite both local and
long distance individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form
on our website. No matter what your background or location, please
know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.
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Please note:

According to online safety guidelines released by the
Archdiocese of Boston, we have removed email addresses
from our online parish bulletin to avoid the danger of po-
tential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or ministry email address, please call our recep-
tion desk (617-536-4548) and our receptionists would be
happy to pass along the appropriate information. Thank
you for helping us maintain our parish security online!
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