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WELCOME!

Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy.
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings.
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, Xl Century Norman.
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken.
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks,
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Saturday, August 23 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Catherine Horsley, lector

Sunday, August 23 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. John Predmore, SJ, celebrant
Bobbi Moran, lector

Sunday, August 24 | 9:30 a.m.

Rev. John Unni, celebrant

Julie DesAutels, Cathy Anderson, Tom Comparato,
lectors

Sunday, August 24 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Peter Haley, Virgen Palermo, Kate Vasinda, lectors

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

Saturday, August 23 | 5:00 p.m.
Bridie Maloney, Memorial

Sunday, August 24 | 9:30 a.m.
Kathleen M. Taylor, Memorial
Joan Marie Walsh, Memorial
Lois Terry, Memorial

Michael Conlon, Memorial
Maizie Mullen, Memorial
Savannah Gatchell, Memorial

Sunday, August 24 | 11:30 a.m.
Maria Petruzziello, Memorial
Kathy Mraz, Memorial

Kathleen M. Taylor, Memorial

TODAY'S READINGS

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Hebrews 12:1-4
Luke 12:49-53

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a
Luke 14:1, 7-14
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PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

Our Sick

Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts,
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens, So Kwai
Sim, Andrea Surette, Daria, and Maureen McLaughlin.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!

We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants:
Brianna DiCristofaro, Michael Krumdick and Sarah
Harrison, and Kate and Daniel Winschuh, all of Boston. If
you have not previously registered, you can do so online at
www.stceciliaboston.org.

Special Collection For Gaza

Given the enormous humanitarian crisis unfolding in Gaza,
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is asking
dioceses to consider a special collection for relief efforts.
Archbishop Henning supports this effort and is requesting
that parishes consider taking up a special collection at our
parish.

Given the growing need for food, shelter, and medical
supplies, we will hold our collection on September 7.
You can also donate online visiting: www.osvhub.com/
stceciliaboston/giving/funds/special-collection-for-gaza-

relief.

100% of the funds collected will go to support the work of the
Catholic Near East Association (CNEWA) and Catholic Relief
Services (CRS). The request concerns their humanitarian
work for those suffering the effects of war and famine in
Gaza. Thank you for supporting our brothers and sisters
suffering in Gaza.

2025 Summer Choir Sundays: August 24th

Join Robert Duff, Brett Maguire and members of the Saint
Cecilia Choir at 8:30am to learn a piece of choral music and
sing with the choir at the 9:30am Mass. Open to all singers
of all ages and experience!

Labor Day: No Coffee Hospitality + Parish Office Closed
There will be no coffee hospitality in the parish hall next
Sunday (August 31st) as we want to give our hardworking
hospitality team time off to enjoy the holiday! Additionally,
our parish offices will be closed on Monday, September 1st
in observance of Labor Day.

Summer Choral Opportunities at Saint Cecilia:

Last Session on August 28

The last choral workshop, open to all parishioners, will be
held on Thursday, August 28. The workshop will take place
from 7 to 9pm. and participants must sign up at least 24
hours in advance. To sign up, please visit: https://tinyurl.
com/stceciliachoralworkshops.

Children's Faith Formation Registration: Now Open
We are delighted to share that registration for our Children's
Faith Formation classes for the coming year is now open.
Space is limited for some classes, and so please register as
soon as possible to ensure your child(ren)'s/ teen's place

in the class. To register, please visit www.stceciliaboston.
org/cff-reqg/. Classes begin on Sunday, September 21. Please
note that the fee to register is $200.

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS

This Week's Liturgies
Prayers and Occasions
An Evening with Greg Boyle, SJ

Pizza & Trivia Night
Belvidere Tuesday Midday

Where Is God In The Future Of Women’s
Religious Orders? By James Martin, SJ

Luke 13:24

Parish Resources
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SUNDAY 6 PM MASS RETURNS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

Kick off the new academic year with Pizza Sunday following
the 6 PM Mass. Meet members of the Saint Cecilia Young
Adult Ministry and Rainbow Ministry for fellowship and
connection.

SEPTEMBER NIGHT OF WORSHIP
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 | 7PM | SANCTUARY

Join the Saint Cecilia Young Adults for their monthly Night
of Worship and Adoration. Come find rest and healing in
God'’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament, with praise and
worship music led by the Young Adult Ministry. Please use
the St. Cecilia Street entrance and ring the bell to enter. All
are welcome to join us!

VIRTUS TRAINING: PROTECTING
GOD'S CHILDREN

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 | 2PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

VIRTUS is the umbrella term for a two-part training designed
to keep children safe in the parish setting. The Archdiocese
requires this two-part training of all volunteers and staff who
have the potential for direct contact with children or the
vulnerable due to their involvement in the parish. The first
part, Protecting God’s Children (or PGC), is a training on how
to recognize the signs and symptoms that a child is being
abused and how to talk with children about these issues. The
second part is mandated reporter training.

All parish staff and volunteers are mandated reporters
and are required to attend this one-time training. If you
intend to volunteer in the future and haven’t attended this
training before, please join us. Please note that both parts
will be covered in Sunday’s session and the training will be
approximately 3 hours, including videos and group discussion.

Help us by officially registering for this course at www.
virtusonline.org/. Doing so will create a permanent record
of your participation and completion of the training. If you
can’t register online, please join us anyway and come a few
minutes early so you can be registered in the system. Thank
you so much, and we look forward to seeing you!
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 | INFO SESSION FOLLOWING
THE 11:30 AM MASS

Do you feel a calling to be fully
initiated into the Catholic Church?
This is your invitation!

Join us for OCIA - Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults (formerly
known as RCIA), where you will have the opportunity to
explore the teachings of the Church, engage in meaningful
discussions, and grow spiritually in a supportive community.
The program includes weekly sessions covering a variety of
topics related to faith and practice, as well as opportunities
for prayer and reflection.

This program is open to:
* Those who are not baptized

* Those who are baptized in another Christian tradition
and wish to become Catholic

® Catholics who were baptized but did not receive further
formation or sacraments

Our OCIA program (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)
begins Sunday, September 14th. Join us for the 11:30
Mass followed by an informational gathering. For more
information, contact Mary Wessel at her parish email.

A SPACE TO SHARE RETURNS
IN SEPTEMBER

FIRST SESSION: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
6:30-8PM | COMMUNITY ROOM

Members of the LGBTQ+ community are invited to A
Space to Share - a place for any member of the LGBTQ+
community to speak freely about the challenges and joys of
being LGBTQ+ and Catholic. Whether it's your first visit or
you're a regular, we'd love to have you join us!

A Space to Share meets on the second Thursday of each
month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Our first session will be
held on Thursday, September 11 and pizza will be served.
When you arrive, please use the St. Cecilia Street pavilion
entrance, press the bell, and tell the receptionist that you
are attending A Space to Share.
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17TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE
PRIESTHOOD DINNER

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 | 5:30 — 9:00 PM
OMNI BOSTON SEAPORT HOTEL

This year’s dinner will be held on Thursday, September 11
at the Omni Boston Hotel at the Seaport, from 5:30 to 9:00
p.m. There will be a celebrity guest speaker as well as a
performance by the Greater Boston Firefighters Pipes and
Drums. This memorable event celebrates our clergy and
raises funds to support the health and well-being of priests
in good standing in the Archdiocese of Boston. For more
information, visit www.clergytrust.org/celebration.

KNITTING & CROCHET MINISTRY

The next Zoom Meeting will meet on Monday September
8, 2025 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information
contact: Knittingministry@st.ceciliaboston.org

The next Sit & Knit will be held Sunday September 14 from
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. We will be Welcoming the Far Flung
Flock with the Pumpkin Palooza.

PUMPKIN PALOOZA

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 | 9:30AM - 1:30PM
PARISH HALL

The Knitting & Crochet Ministry will have their yearly
Pumpkin Palooza on Sunday, September 14 from 9:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m..

Knitted pumpkins in all shapes and sizes will be available for
purchase by either cash or check. Donations received will
go towards the purchasing of yarns for projects that help
support various local charities in partnership with Saint
Cecilia.

» An Evening with
Greg Boyle, SJ X

Wednesday, Sept. 3| 6:00 p.m.

In a world increasingly marked by division and
discord, Father Greg Boyle offers a transformative
vision of community and compassion.

Join us on September 3rd when Father Greg Boyle
will discuss his 2024 book, “Cherished Belonging:
The Healing Power of Love in Divided Times.” *

LABOR DAY PRAYERS FOR
LIBERTY WALK

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 | 9 AM
WALK START: HANCOCK CHURCH IN LEXINGTON

The Interfaith Prayers for Liberty team, who organized
the walk from Lexington to Boston last May, is hosting
a walk on Labor Day this year. All people of faith and
goodwill are welcome to join us for any or all of the walk.

We will gather on the Lexington Green at 9:00 a.m. There
will be interfaith prayers offered at Lexington, Arlington,
and Cambridge and the walk will end at The Embrace on
the Boston Common at 4:00 p.m. where all participants
(those who walked the whole way, those who walked just
a part of the way, and those who choose to join us only
in Boston) will gather for an interfaith prayer service and
a call for ongoing work to uphold democracy. For more
information and to register, go to Prayersforliberty.org.
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FFF COFFEE HOUR WITH
MARJEAN PERHOT

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 | 4 PM VIA ZOOM

Please join the FFF Coffee hour on Sunday, September
7th at 4pm EST to welcome Marjean Perhot. Marjean
was appointed Division Director for Refugee and
Immigration Services of Catholic Charities Boston in
2005 and currently serves as the Vice President of
Refugee and Immigration Services. She oversees a social
enterprise, Community Interpreter Services, immigration
legal, and refugee resettlement programs. Marjean has
worked with immigrants and refugees in Boston and
Cleveland for more than 25 years. A sought-after expert,
Marjean is a nationally recognized voice for refugee
and immigration issues, offering insight, education, and
outreach throughout Massachusetts and the nation. She
serves on the steering committees for Catholic Charities
USA Immigrant and Refugee Community of Practice,
Center for Migration Studies Catholic Immigrant
Integration Initiative, and USCCB Justice for Immigrants.
She is also a member of the Massachusetts Governor’s
Advisory Council on Refugees and Immigrants.

If you wish to receive the Zoom link to the coffee hour,
please email the FFF at their ministry email be added to
the mailing list. There is no need to register each month.

JOIN OUR WISDOM AND MATURE
SPIRITUALITY GROUP

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality
Group holds two weekly online
gatherings via Zoom. We meet Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and
Sunday mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
to share ways in which faith informs
and enriches the second half of life. RICHARD
Our conversations are informed by our —*SLLE

shared spiritual reading, but reading the
book is optional.

We are presently discussing Richard
Rohr’s latest book, The Tears of Things:
Prophetic Wisdom in an Age of Outrage.
Our next book will be Becca Stevens’
Practically Divine. To request information
about our meetings or to be added to
our mailing list, please send an email to
the ministry.

BE € A
STEVENS

GET READY FOR A
SLICE OF FUN!

Join us for Saint Cecilia's Pizza and

Trivia Night on Friday, September
12 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Enjoy some pizza, take part in a trivia
showdown with Games with James, and
mingle with our FFF friends in town for
our Fall Retreat.

EVENT DETAILS:

WHEN: Friday, September 12th
6:00-7:30 p.m.

WHAT: Pizza, trivia, and community
fun!

WHO: All members of our community,
both near and far.

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER:

Or visit:
stceciliaboston.org/trivia-night
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LGBT ASYLUM TASK FORCE GALA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | 5:30 - 10:30 PM
THE DCU CENTER, WORCESTER, MA

One of the Rainbow Ministry's non-profit partner agencies
is the LGBT Asylum Task Force, located in Worcester. The
LGBT Asylum Task Force welcomes LGBTQ people of all
faith traditions from throughout the world. They provide
housing, food, and connection to legal, medical and mental
resources at other local agencies. Legal asylum seekers are
not allowed to work for up to 2 years after arriving in the
United States.This vital ministry provides comprehensive
support for the entire duration of that two-year period in
which it is needed.

Their annual gala will be held at the DCU Center in
Worcester on Saturday, September 27 from 5:30 to 10:30
p.m.

Tickets are $150 each if purchased in August (S200 if
purchased in September) and there will be tables of eight.
Purchase tickets at: https://www.lgbtasylum.org/qala.

HELP CATHOLIC CHARITIES SUPPORT
IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

For the past eight years, our parish has provided ongoing
support to Catholic Charities' Refugee and Immigrant
Services programs that provide aid to immigrants and New
Americans. We have offered to provide refugee families
with supermarket and general gift cards so that they will
have food and household items when they resettle in
Greater Boston. If you would like to purchase gift cards to
Visa, Target, Market Basket, Stop 'n Shop, and Shaw's/Star
Markets —and no more than $25 per card —please feel
free to drop them in the offertory basket or mail them to:

Mark Lippolt
Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115

The need has never been greater and your accustomed
generosity is greatly appreciated.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE FOR THE
MARY ANN BRETT PANTRY

While the beginning of the school year is an exciting time
for kids and parents, it can also be stressful. For the families
helped by the Mary Ann Brett Pantry in Dorchester, the
beginning of the year can be especially intense. In hopes
of alleviating stress and making the start of the school
year sunnier for these families, Saint Cecilia is once again
collecting backpacks and school supplies for the kids.

And we are requesting items that will be used to fill the
backpacks: spiral notebooks, 3-ring binders, folders, dry-
erase markers, and copy paper. There will be bins in the
narthex if you want to provide any of the items above.

To make it easier to participate in the
Back-To-School Drive, you can also

here: www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
Is/11Q1I135W4EGYE?ref wl_share. You
can also scan the QR code on the right.

Thank you so much for your dedication to improving the
lives of the kids in Greater Boston!

COMMUNITY
CANVAS PROJECT

Thank you to everyone who has submitted to the Community
Canvas Project—we can't wait see what else you come up
with!

If you need a refresher, the instructions for the project are
located on the table in the narthex alongside the box and
notecards. Digital submissions and any questions can be
sent to Anastassia Kolchanov ather parish email. Feel free
to take your notecard to the parish hall or home with you.

This project is ongoing, so take your time with your answers.
Parishioners of all ages are encouraged to participate!
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SHELTER MUSIC BOSTON'S
15TH ANNIVERSARY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 | 3 PM
THE ALLEN CENTER, NEWTON, MA

Shelter Music Boston is no stranger to Saint Cecilia Parish.
During the COVID pandemic they recorded performances
in the church to share at homeless shelters and recovery
centers. They also hosted a free concert in the church in
September 2023.

Each month, Shelter Music Boston performs live chamber
music concerts at community partners, including Pine
Street Inn and Women's Lunch Place. The transformation
in their audiences is immediate and palpable. After a
recent concert for women who are unhoused, one listener
reported, "Music helps my depression and anxiety. | felt
happier and loved the music."

Their 15th Anniversary Concert will be held on Saturday,
November 15 at 3:00 p. m. The concert, including dessert
reception, will be held at the Allen Center in Newton.
Discounted "early bird" tickets can be purchased for $90 if
ordered by September 2. Tickets will be $100 after that date.
Hereis the link to purchase tickets: https://wl.donorperfect.
net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343965&id=80.

For more information or to learn about concert sponsorship
opportunities, please reach out to Sarah Leaf-Herrmann at
sarah@sheltermusicboston.org.

BELVIDERE
MIDDAY TUESDAY

Tuesdays | 12pm-1pm
Community Room

MASSAGHUSETTS

FAITH COMMUNITY

RESISTANGE &

NONCOOPERATION TRAINING

™ SATURDAY
&) 13 SEPTEMBER

@ 10AM-3PM
@ Cathedral Church of St. Paul
Boston, Massachusetts

ey

The Massachusetts Council of Churches and
Episcopal City Mission invite you to the MA
Faith Community Resistance &
Noneooperation Training on Saturday,
September 13, 2025, from 10:00 AM to 3:00
PM at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul (138
Tremont St., Boston, MA).

This in-persen gathering will equip faith
leaders and community members with tools
for nonvielent resistance, faithful
noncooperation, and solidarity in times of
crisis. Lunch will be provided and registration
is required:

http:/bit.ly/4ISRn7I orscan QR code above.
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WHERE IS GOD IN THE FUTURE
OF WOMEN’S RELIGIOUS ORDERS!

BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ
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James Martin, S.J., addresses the 2025 assembly of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious in Atlanta on August 14th.

Like many of you, I'm getting older and belong to a
religious order that, while graced with vocations every
year, is aging, at least in the United States. That is not true
for all religious orders: Some more traditional ones in the
United States are exploding with vocations. And overseas,
especially in the developing world, many orders of both
men and women are growing.

But like so many religious men and women, many of

you are facing the reality of apostolates being closed,
consolidations of orders, deaths of sisters, declining
vocations and even communities discerning what the Sisters
of Charity in New York have called a “path to completion.” At
the same time, women religious are still in the forefront of
Catholic education, pastoral work, social justice and spiritual
direction. Moreover, all sorts of ministries and new initiatives
are started every year. And both Catholics and non-Catholics
still look to you for moral leadership. So where is God in all
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of this?

A reflection on the story of the raising of Lazarus, as it
is recounted in John’s Gospel, can serve as a framework
to understand where God might be leading us. It’s a tale
about love, illness, death, grieving, honesty, openness,
uncertainty and, ultimately, new life.

What can it teach us?

Facing the unknown

First, it teaches us love. This story is mainly about love,
the source and ground of all our religious orders and the
beginning of all our individual vocations. When Martha
and Mary send word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus
is ill, they don’t say, “Lazarus, our brother, is ill,” as you
might expect. They say something more important: “He
whom you love isill.”

This is the foundation of all our vocations, all our
communities, all our ministries and all our futures. Our
founders and foundresses were all in love with Jesus. And
in some way, each of us has fallen in love with Jesus. All
of us were attracted to the person of Jesus, have spent
time with him in prayer, have studied the Gospels, have
encountered him in the sacraments, have met him in
those we meet and have lived out our lives in service to
him. And as St. Ignatius Loyola said, “Love shows itself
more in deeds than in words.”

Even more important is knowing that he loves us. Notice
that Martha and Mary don’t call Lazarus “The one who
loves you.” But, rather, “He whom you love.” All this starts
with Jesus’ love for us, which we’ve experienced in so
many ways. We must start with that in any discussions
about our futures and rely on the sure knowledge of his
love for all of us, even when things look confusing, as they
did for Martha and Mary.

After the sisters send word to Jesus about their brother’s
iliness, something surprising, perhaps even confusing,
happens. John writes, “Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.” Accordingly? Well, at least we’re told he
loved them. But his delay and seeming indifference raise
the question of “Where are you, Jesus?” Or “What are you
doing?”

We often hear that question echoed in our own hearts.
We can wonder why we are no longer getting as many
vocations, why so many in our circle of friends are dying
and why our beloved ministry sites are closing. And we

can wonder: Jesus, where are you?

Martha and Mary didn’t understand where Jesus was. And
Catholic sisters, as well as religious men, and many others,
don’t understand this.

Jesus’ delay in coming to help Lazarus points to the essential
unknowability of God’s plans. “Why is this happening?” is
often a question that, for now, is unanswerable.

When the disciples hear the news of Lazarus’s death, they
are confused. Jesus says that Lazarus has fallen “asleep,” and
he is going to awaken him. But the disciples misunderstand,
as they often do in John, and think he means ordinary sleep,
and they say, “He will be all right.” So Jesus is blunt with
them, as he has to be with us. He says, “Lazarus is dead.”

This is an important insight. Some things are gone. In my
own Jesuit province, in just the last few years, we’ve sold
several retreat houses, which provided for the spiritual care
of thousands of people for decades and were beloved not
only by the retreatants but by the Jesuits. And it’s painful.

But we all have to face this reality. Like Lazarus, who was
loved by his sisters, some things are dead. It's important
to name that, be grateful for what went before, grieve
and accept it. Some ministries and houses and events and
people, all beloved to us, all parts of our lives, all who made
us what we are and contributed to the church, are dead.
There is a need to celebrate what has happened, savor it
and then give it over to God.

| once asked my friend Janice Farnham, R.J.M., how she
felt about the ending of some apostolates and even some
women’s religious orders. “Well,” she said, “it’s like a
person’s life. We come into this world, we do what God
asks of us, and we leave this world. In a sense, it’s a natural
progression.” Death is part of life and part of religious life,
both individually and corporately.

But that is not the end of the story. Before we can even
get to Jesus giving Lazarus new life, emotions have to be
expressed. When Jesus finally reaches Bethany, Martha and
Mary greet him, and they tell them how they feel.

When Jesus finally comes to Lazarus’s tomb after a delay of
several days—imagine how upsetting it must have been to
wait for him to come, as we wait for a change that never
comes—Martha is honest with him. “Lord,” she says, “if you
had been here, our brother wetld ret have died.”

How can Martha be so blunt? Well, she knows Jesus. It’s
an invitation for all of us to be honest with God about pain,
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death and loss. And about our hopes for the future.
Because Martha also says she knows that God will give
Jesus anything he asks.

When Jesus asks where her brother is laid, she says, “Come
and see.” What a powerful invitation! Martha uses the
same words to Jesus that he used for his disciples at the
beginning of his public ministry. Sometimes in our prayer,
we have to invite Jesus to see something. Come into my
life and see what I’'m experiencing.

When Jesus comes to the tomb, he weeps. It’s one of the
most famous phrases in the Gospels: “Jesus wept.” It's
often seen as a sign of his sadness over Lazarus, and a sign
of his humanity. Which it is. But New Testament scholars
point out the words used in Greek are less about sadness
and more about anger. Jesus seems to be angry. Why?
Well, perhaps over the sheer fact of death or perhaps at
what he knows is coming (that the raising of Lazarus will
lead to his crucifixion).

But mainly, scholars say, he is angry about the lack of faith
of the people, who seem not to believe that he can do
something extraordinary. Do you ever wonder if God gets
frustrated by our doubting what God can do with us?

Then Jesus says something strange: “Take away the stone.”
Why couldn’t Lazarus just have appeared? My sense is that
Jesus is asking the crowd to participate in the miracle, in
the freeing, just as we are invited to help do that with our
friends, our sisters, our brothers. What are the stones that
keep our sisters and our orders from being freer? What
keeps us from seeing the light? Where are the stones in
our congregations?

But Martha is focused on something else. When Jesus
asks her to roll away the stone, she says that there will
be a “stench.” Like so many of us, Martha is focused on
the practical, the rational, the facts. She still can’t see that
Jesus has something else in store for her. Also note that
Jesus is not worried about looking inside the tomb. He's
not worried about looking at the parts of our lives that
seem rotten, smelly or even dead. He’s not worried about
our confusion or our doubts or our fears. He is willing to
look at that with us. So he asks Martha: Don’t you believe
in me?

Martha believes, like we all believe, even in the face of
struggle. She says earlier, “l know you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, and the one who is to come.” But Jesus is
even more than what Martha can imagine as the Messiah.
And as if in reward not only for her faith but her honesty,
he reveals who he is: “l am the resurrection and the life.”

Here is the place many of us stand in our lives as religious
and in our communities: afraid of the darkness inside the
tomb. At the same time, still believing, still hopeful, knowing
that Jesus is always with us, and wondering what is going
to happen. When my dad was diagnosed with cancer 20
years ago, | confessed to my friend Sister Janice Farnham
that | didn’t know if | was going to be able to handle it. She
said, “Can you surrender to the future God has in store for
you?” This is our invitation, no matter which congregation
we belong to.

Leaving the tomb

Now, at the dramatic high point of the story, Jesus utters
his famous words, “Come forth!” Here I'd like to look at this
story from the point of view of Lazarus and ask what it has
to do with religious life.

First of all, what this story offers us is the invitation to leave
behind in our tombs anything that keeps us stuck or bound
or unfree. We are invited to ask: What is keeping us from
hearing God’s voice in our lives, in our congregations, in our
communities? Is it a fear of change? A fear of being seen
as not important? A fear that we made wrong decisions?
Is it the fear of leaving something behind? Even a fear of
physical death? Can we leave all those fears and worries and
regrets in the tomb? Are there resentments or grudges or
disappointments that you have? Can you leave that behind?
What do you, what do we, need to leave behind to hear
God calling us into a surprising new life?

Second, | want to share an insight that a woman shared with
me during a talk about my book. She said that Lazarus, who
was brought back from death, as he is lying on his tomb,
had to decide to do something that no one else ever had
to do. And that’s where we are today as religious, whether
we’re young or old, or our communities are expanding or
shrinking, or are being founded or moving onto the path to
completion. What do | mean by that?

Each of us as individuals and each of our congregations has
our own unique constellation of joys and hopes and griefs
and anxieties. Everyone here has their own unique set of
problems: physical, emotional, mental, even spiritual issues.
And we all have our own set of gifts and graces: talents
and skills and hopes and plans. So it’s easy to feel: No one
understands me. No one has this precise set of problems
and opportunities. So it’s easy for us to say, “l can’t do this.”

But that was precisely Lazarus’s situation: No one else ever
had to do what he did. So he had to say, “l can do this.”
And here’s the point: What enabled him to respond to that
invitation? It was precisely this: He knew who was calling
him.
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Lazarus does not leave his tomb because he thinks it’s a
good idea or some committee told him that he needed
to or he read a book on self-improvement. Lazarus leaves
the tomb because he knows who is calling him. Lazarus
can say yes to that voice because he knows that voice. His
moving ahead is only in response to a person. Like Martha
and Mary, who knew Jesus well, Lazarus trusted in Jesus’s
love. This is what enables us to move ahead in our own
lives and in our community discernment: knowing who is
calling us—Jesus.

Lazarus comes out, bound head and foot in his burial
clothes. Notice that he is wearing them, while Jesus’s
burial clothes are rolled up and remain in his tomb on
the morning of the first Easter. Why? Because Lazarus will
need them again; Jesus will not.

And when Lazarus emerges from the tomb, Jesus says,
“Untie him and let him go.” Again, this is an invitation for
the crowd to participate in freeing. Where can you help
people in your community be free? How can you help
untie those grave clothes? The move toward new life
comes from God, but sometimes we need people who
see that we are newly risen and help us take off our grave
clothes.

Toward new life

What does new life look like for Lazarus? Well, he doesn’t
know. Neither do we. But let’s consider a few possibilities,
based on the three people in our story who encounter
Jesus.

Like Martha in this story, can we not focus on the stench
but on the promise of new life? And, as in the story in
Luke’s Gospel, when Martha complains about being
burdened by work, can we be open to Jesus’ challenge
about how we spend our time? About what we’re doing?
Martha is working hard in her house, but, as Luke tells us,
she’s doing the wrong thing for that particular time.

So what are we invited to do now, based on the signs of
the times? Let me suggest a few things.

As we all know, there has been a shift in many young
people’s desires for the church, and it is more toward
the traditional. It’s not the case for everyone, but overall,
many younger Catholics seek more traditional devotions,
like adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, devotion to
modern-day saints like Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio
Frassati, as well as more traditional liturgies. These young
people sincerely seek a deeper identity as Catholics. In
this audience are hundreds of women who have spent
their lives teaching, counseling and accompanying young

Catholic nuns walk through downtown Atlanta for the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious’ “Outdoor Pilgrimage of Hope,”
on Aug. 14, 2025.

people. All of you have taken seriously your own relationships
with God. With these young people, then, can you meet them
where they are, accompany them and then help them in their
relationship with God?

Likewise, many young people strongly desire a sense of
community. We saw that recently in the vast crowds that
came to Rome for the Jubilee for Youth. What can our
experience of community, not only in what our founders and
foundresses have taught, but also our own lived experience,
teach them about community? About praying together?
About supporting one another? About forgiving one another?
There is so much wisdom here.

In other words, are we busy with many things but not the
right ones? What are we doing in the course of a day as
leaders of congregations, organizations and ministries? Are
we about the work of the Gospel, building relationships,
building bridges, free from the need to feel gratified that we
have done something others can see, and even freed from
the need for approval from familiar places?

One sister suggested this: What if we kept a “Martha Journal”
and noted what tasks fill our hours? How would what we’re
doing reflect the invitation Jesus offers us today? How are
we called to identify the work of these times, which is based
on the signs of the times, signs that are different than they
were even a few years ago. Remember that turn towards the
traditional among so many youth.

In short, Martha asks us: What are we called to do?
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Like Mary, who knelt at Jesus’s feet in Luke’s Gospel and did
the same in the story of the Raising of Lazarus, can we grow
in interior freedom so that we can more fully rely on Jesus
and then offer the world and each other a contemplative
presence? Notice that in the story of Lazarus, Mary doesn’t
initially rush out to see Jesus when he arrives. She waits
for Jesus to call her. As in the story in Luke’s Gospel, Mary
is free of the need to do, do, do, and instead listens. Mary
also does something that probably bothers Martha: She
waits. Where are the places where we need to step back,
to pray and listen more—even at the risk of initially not
knowing what to do?

In short, Mary asks us: How are we called to pray and
discern?

Finally, like Lazarus, can we let go of whatever keeps us
unfree? All the ways to which we have become accustomed
to living, thinking, loving, praying, working, serving,
creating, responding and leave those grave cloths in the
tomb, knowing that death never has the last word—that
with God all things are possible—that this change of era in
which we find ourselves is where God needs us to be and
the unfamiliar land of “not knowing,” no longer leaves us
hesitant or timid.

In short, Lazarus asks us: Who are we called to be?

Can we, like Lazarus, fully trusting in Jesus, confident in the
future because we are confident who it is who is calling
us, say yes to God? Because the invitation for all of us, as
men and women religious, as Catholics and Christians, is
indeed, on every day of our lives, to listen to Jesus’s voice
and to “Come forth.”

Co=y==9

Originally published in America Magazine on August 18,
2025.

The Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author, editor
at large at America and founder of Outreach.

Editors' Note: James Martin, S.J., delivered the preceding
speech at the 2025 assembly of the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious in Atlanta on August 14. The speech
has been edited for length and style.

"HE ANSWERED THEM,
‘STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH
THE NARROW GATE,

FOR MANY, | TELL YOU, WILL
ATTEMPT TO ENTER

BUT WILL NOT BE STRONG
ENOUGH.”

- LUKE 13:24
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PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Office & Mailing Address

18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115

Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548; Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff

Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor

Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support

Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate

Robert Duff, Director of Music

Anastassia Kolchanoyv, Digital and Print Media Coordinator
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events

Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry

Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist

Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.

Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30%, & 11:30 a.m

Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.

* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten.

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants

Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month.
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.
Parking

There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team

The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche, Leti-
tia Howland, Erin Young, or Kathy Sanders if you have any questions. The
Archdiocese of Boston has in place a vigorous program to protect children
from harm and to educate its ministers and faithful about the nature of
abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, creating a safe environment for
children, and recognizing and reporting potentially dangerous situations.
The full policy is available in the narthex, Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in
the Parish Office at least six months in advance.

Care of the Sick

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death),
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community

We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation,
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:

According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston,
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.
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