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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!



 

  
 

  
 
 

3 AUGUST 2025 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PRELUDE | Tierce en taille François Couperin 
 (1668-1733) 
  
ENTRANCE PROCESSION | Journey of Faith LOBE DEN HERRN 
  

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

 
GLORIA | Mass of Joy and Peace Tony E. Alonso 
 

 
 

COLLECT 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING | Ecclesiastes 1 :2; 2:21-23 

 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM | RESPONSORIAL PSALM | Ps. 90: If Today You Hear His Voice Marty Haugen 
 

 
 

 

SECOND READING | Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ, Light of the Nations  
 

 

 
 
GOSPEL | Luke 12: 13-21 
 
HOMILY  
 



NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE PARISH! 
 

We are grateful for your ongoing support of Saint Cecilia. The easiest way to make a financial 
contribution to  
our parish is to use the parish Flowcode below.  
 
Using the Flowcode with the camera on your smartphone is as easy as Aim & Tap. Aim your camera 
at the Flowcode image and tap the notification banner when it appears on your phone's screen. You 
may need to zoom in a bit to focus on the code. 
 
If the Flowcode doesn't work for you, please visit www.flowcode.com/page/stceciliaboston. 
 
 
You can also mail a check to: 
 
Saint Cecilia Parish 
18 Belvidere Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
 

 

 
 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS | We Belong to You Trevor and Victoria Thomson 
 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 The Lord be with you. 

 All: And with your spirit. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right and just. 
 
 
SANCTUS | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 
 

 
 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte 
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, August 2 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Emily Bogert, lector

Sunday, August 3 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Tom Skorupa, lector

Sunday, August 3 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Kate McGillicuddy, Tom McGillicuddy,  
Elli St George, lectors

Sunday, August 3| 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Mark Richburg, Chika Offurum, Virgen Palermo, 
lectors

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, August 2 | 5:00 p.m.
Angelo Valente Sr., Memorial

Sunday, August 3 | 9:30 a.m.
Joan Marie Walsh, Anniversary 
Kathleen Kiley, Anniversary

Thursday, August 7 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ, 1st Anniversary

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Wisdom 18:6-9 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 

Luke 12:32-48

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

Luke 12:13-21
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in 
need of our prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc  
Pelletier, Fred Tufts, Baby Eloise Josephine Mason,  
Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai Sim, Andrea Surette, and  
Maureen McLaughlin.

Anniversary Mass for Fr. Peter
Please join us on Thursday, August 7 at 8:00 a.m. for a  
special Anniversary Mass in memory of Father Peter Gyves, 
SJ, MD. Following Mass, all are warmly invited to gather in 
the Parish Hall for coffee and pastries as we remember and 
celebrate Father Peter’s life and his commitment to living 
his faith in action.

We also invite you to mark your calendars for a Memorial 
Mass on Sunday, September 21 at 9:30 a.m., as we continue 
to honor Father Peter’s legacy.

Welcome to Saint Cecilia!
We are pleased to welcome the following new registrants: 
Mark Gaffney of Quincy, Eileen McNamara and Sully 
Shackleford of Brookline, Joshua and Arianna Benson-
Foley Cambridge, and Lauren and Erik Hardy, Kristin Pados, 
and Brenna Toomey all of Boston. If you have not previously 
registered, you can do so online at www.stceciliaboston.org.

Summer Choral Opportunities at Saint Cecilia
This summer the parish will present a series of eight  
Thursday evening workshops, open to all parishioners, 
focusing on singing and choral music. From July 3 to August 
28, explore various aspects of music and performance, 
including:

•	 Introduction to Sight Singing
•	 Vocal Technique
•	 Diction and Language
•	 Vocal Anatomy
•	 Achieving Harmony and Balance
•	 Choral Stylization Techniques
•	 Audition and Performance Preparation

There is no cost to attend one, a few, or all of these 
enriching sessions. Workshops will take place from 7 to 
9 P.M. and participants must sign up at least 24 hours in 
advance. To sign up, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/
stceciliachoralworkshops.

2025 Summer Choir Sundays: August 24th
Join Robert Duff, Brett Maguire and members of the Saint 
Cecilia Choir at 8:30am to learn a piece of choral music and 
sing with the choir at the 9:30am Mass. Open to all singers 
of all ages and experience!

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies...................................... 3  
   Prayers and Occasions.................................... 4 
   A Reminder To Parents....................................5   
   Coming Up at Saint Cecilia.............................. 7
   The Summer Day by Mary Oliver..................... 8   
   Greed—The Thief of Life 
   By Michael K. Marsh........................................ 9        
   Kids Know How To Be Awestruck. Do You?
   By Teresa Coda.............................................. 12                  

   Parish Resources...................................... 14

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://www.stceciliaboston.org
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
https://tinyurl.com/stceciliachoralworkshops
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FFF COFFEE HOUR: AMANDA GRANT 
ROSE OF CAPUCHIN MOBILE MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 4PM ET VIA ZOOM

If you happen to be in Boston on a Sunday, Tuesday, or 
Thursday, you might have spotted an outreach van distributing 
emergency supplies and spiritual guidance. The FFF is 
inviting Amanda Grant Rose of Capuchin Mobile Ministries to 
learn more about this ministry of spiritual caregiving to our 
unhoused sisters and brothers. Capuchin Mobile Ministries is 
a ministry of accompaniment and presence, serving Boston 
and Cambridge three days a week all year round. Amanda, 
the Director of Stewardship and Community Engagement, 
will share the work of Capuchin Mobile Ministries and discuss 
opportunities for volunteering.

If you haven’t registered with the FFF and would like to attend 
the coffee hour please send your name and email address to 
the ministry. 

SAINT CECILIA MENTAL HEALTH 
MINISTRY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 | 1PM  | CLASSROOM 1 

Saint Cecilia Mental Health Ministry is a monthly drop-in 
open to parishioners who are struggling with their mental 
health during challenging times. This is not a therapy group, 
but a place to gather once a month to discuss mental 
health through the lens of Scripture and faith. To get on the 
distribution list, please contact Mary Wessel at her parish 
email.

SIMEON & ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, August 7th. From 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. there will be 
coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be time 
for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 | 6PM VIA ZOOM

Grieving the loss of a loved one can be overwhelming, but you 
are not alone. Join us for our Monthly Catholic Bereavement 
Support Group, where we gather in faith, compassion, and 
community to find healing and hope. In a world marked by 
division and distraction, healthy and meaningful dialogue can 
be found in small moments of grace. For more information or 
to receive the Zoom link, please email Mary Wessel at her 
parish email.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5  | 7 PM | SANCTUARY

Come find rest and healing in God’s presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament, with praise and worship music led by the Young 
Adult ministry. All are invited to come to the altar!  Please 
use the St. Cecilia street entrance and ring the bell to enter. 
 
Can’t join us in person? We’ll be live-streaming of our 
worship service over Zoom.  To register, scan the QR code to 
receive a Zoom link (if you’ve already signed up for these, 
no need to fill out the form again).

While at Saint Cecilia, children should 
never be left unsupervised. We are 
happy that you feel so safe here, but 
please remember that we are in an  
urban building that is quite open and 
has multiple entrances. 

As a gentle reminder, please:

•	 do not allow children to wander 
around the church, parish hall, or 
Family Flex Center alone.

•	 do not ever allow children to go to 
the restroom unaccompanied by a 
parent.

Thank you for helping us keep our  
children and community safe!

A REMINDER 
FOR PARENTS
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BLOOD DRIVE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 | 9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
HIBERNIAN HALL | 151 WATERTOWN STREET, 
WATERTOWN 

Looking for an effective way to show love of neighbor? The 
Watertown Ancient Order of Hibernians is hosting a Red 
Cross blood drive on Saturday, August 2, from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at Hibernian Hall in Watertown. If you decide to 
donate blood, bring some canned goods and other non-
perishable food with you to help feed those with food 
insecurity. Food can be dropped off at Hibernian Hall. Visit 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ and enter: AOH to schedule 
an appointment. Your single blood donation has the potential 
to save up to three lives!

JOIN OUR WISDOM AND MATURE 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group 
holds two weekly online gatherings via 
Zoom. We meet Thursday evenings from 
7:30 to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings from 
8:30 to 9:30 AM to share ways in which 
faith informs and enriches the second half 
of life. Our conversations are informed by 
our shared spiritual reading, but reading 
the book is optional. 

We are presently discussing Richard Rohr’s 
latest book, The Tears of Things: Prophetic 
Wisdom in an Age of Outrage. Our next 
book will be Becca Stevens’ Practically 
Divine. To request information about our 
meetings or to be added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to the ministry.

A REQUEST FROM 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
For over 100 years, Sunset Point Camp in Hull has provided a 
dream vacation at the seashore to over 40,000 low-income, 
at-risk children aged 6-13 from Greater Boston without regard 
for their race, nationality, or religious affiliation. Nearly 450 
city-based boys and girls travel to Hull, Massachusetts each 
summer for a one or two week overnight camp experience 
letting them enjoy the fresh air, learn new talents, receive 
academic summer support and simply have fun.

Sunset Point Camp is operated by our friends at Catholic 
Charities.  They have mentioned to us that they always need 

donations of the following items for the kids at the camp:
•	 Sunblock (we have been told the higher the SPF 

number, the better) 
•	 Bug spray
•	 Flip flops (boys/girls ages 6-15)

So the next time you are shopping or on Amazon.com, 
please consider picking up some of the items above and 
dropping them in the plastic bin identified for this purpose 
in the narthex. The last day we can accept donations for 
the Camp is Sunday, August 3. Thank you! 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE FOR THE 
MARY ANN BRETT PANTRY

While the beginning of the school year is an exciting time 
for kids and parents, it can also be stressful. For the families 
helped by the Mary Ann Brett Pantry in Dorchester, the 
beginning of the year can be especially intense. In hopes 
of alleviating stress and making the start of the school 
year sunnier for these families, Saint Cecilia is once again 
collecting backpacks and school supplies for the kids.
 
And we are requesting items that will be used to fill the 
backpacks: spiral notebooks, 3-ring binders, folders, dry-
erase markers, and copy paper. There will be bins in the 
narthex if you want to provide any of the items above.
 
To make it easier to participate in the Back-To-School Drive, 
you can also access the pantry's Amazon wish list here: 
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_
wl_share. You can also scan the Flowcode below. 

Thank you so much for your dedication to improving the 
lives of the kids in Greater Boston!

HELP US SEND A KID TO CAMP! 
As you may know, Saint Cecilia Parish has a long-standing 
relationship with the Huntington YMCA and many social 
service programs offered in that facility, especially the 
Families in Transition program. What you may not know is 
that the Huntington Avenue Y is the oldest in the United 
States and the cornerstone for the building was laid by 
President William Howard Taft in 1912. Through our 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_wl_share
http://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11Q1I35W4EGYE?ref_wl_share
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COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
 JULY 31 - AUGUST 7

THURSDAY, JULY 31
Summer Choral Workshop | 7pm | Classroom 1

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3
Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom

Mental Health Support Group | 1:30pm | Classroom 1
Small Group Connections | 1:30pm | Community Room

FFF Coffee Hour | 4pm via zoom

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5
SCYA Holy Hour | 6:30pm | Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6
Bereavement Group | 6pm via Zoom

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
Anniversary Mass for Fr. Peter | 8am

Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall
Summer Choral Workshop | 7pm | Classroom 1

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

combined donations, we would like to see if we can collect 
enough ($2,500) to send one inner-city kid, aged 8 to 16, 
to Y camp this summer. The YMCA overnight camp in New 
Hampshire is a life-changing experience for those fortunate 
enough to attend. 

To make a donation by check—in any amount—please make 
it payable to "YMCA of Greater Boston" and indicate in the 
memo line: "Summer Camp." Checks should be mailed to: 
Hunger and Homelessness Ministry, Saint Cecilia Parish, 18 
Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115. Thanks as always for 
your accustomed generosity.

Thank you again for your fantastic submissions, keep them 
coming! This is an ongoing project, so take as much time as 
you need for your answers. We are accepting physical and 
digital submissions, please see the instructions below if you 
need a refresher.

As a reminder, the box and notecards are located on the 
table in the narthex:

1. Think about what Saint Cecilia means to you.
2. Grab a notecard and let your creativity flow! We want 
to see it all — a few words, phrases, or even a drawing!
3. Once you have finished your notecard, place the card 
into the box for safe keeping.
* Feel free to take your notecard to the parish hall or 
home with you. We will have staff available to collect 
the notecards downstairs.
* If you have a digital submission or any questions, 
please email Anastassia Kolchanov at her parish email. 

Parishioners of all ages are encouraged to participate!

This is a weekly “closed" Alcoholics Anonymous 
discussion meeting centered on the 3rd Step 
prayer, and will include a period of meditation. 
The first meeting will begin on Tuesday August 
19th from 1pm-2pm at St. Cecilia Parish in the 
Community Room. Please enter at the glass en-
trance located at 30 St Cecilia Street. 

Tuesdays | 1pm-2pm 
First Meeting Begins Tuesday, August 19

BELVIDERE 
MIDDAY TUESDAY 
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Who made the world?

Who made the swan, and the black bear?

Who made the grasshopper?

This grasshopper, I mean —

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of 

up and down —

who is gazing around with her enormous and com-

plicated eyes.

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly 

washes her face.

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.

I don't know exactly what a prayer is.

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through 

the fields,

which is what I have been doing all day.

Tell me, what else should I have done?

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?

Tell me, what is it you plan to do

with your one wild and precious life?

Green Grasshopper by Yvonne Rosalind Barlow

Im
age: Artist's Estate | Rugby Art Gallery and M

useum
 Art Collections

THE SUMMER DAY 
BY MARY OLIVER (1992)
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Evan Walters (1893 - 1951) was a Welsh artist who split his time between Swansea and London. Walters' work 
initially focused on conventional portraiture as well as depictions of Welsh landscapes and workers. Walters 
was noticed by a local philanthropist at his first solo show in 1920, elevating his career to new heights. 

With his newfound success, Walters started experimenting with perception and time. His fascina-
tion with vision came from an experience he had one evening gazing at a fire: he became aware of the 
"doubled" appearance of his boot as he mindlessly stared at the flames. This moment led to Walters  
developing the double-vision technique which aimed to capture the physical act of visualization. 

He spent the rest of his career fixated on vision and the problem of depicting visual experiences. In  
Walters' double-vision paintings, objects in focus were fixed and painted precisely while objects in 
the peripheral visual field were doubled or semi-translucent. Walters' techniques were ahead of his  
time but not received warmly by the public, and his popularity waned. 

GREED—THE THIEF OF LIFE
BY MICHAEL K. MARSH

Have you ever bought new stuff to organize and hold your 
old stuff in order to make room for more stuff? Do you 

sometimes find and bring home “good boxes” knowing that 
someday you’ll probably have some stuff to put in those 
boxes? Container stores and storage businesses thrive on 
that kind of thinking. “Take care! Be on your guard against 
all kinds of greed.”

Have you ever been so envious of or wishful for another’s 
life that you were unable or unwilling to celebrate his or her 
successes, abilities, or good fortune? You look at them and 
say to yourself, “What about me? That’s not fair. Why isn’t 
that me?” “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed.”

Has the grammar of your life ever been predominately in 

the first person singular, I? I want, I need, I did, I hope, I 
achieved, I accomplished, I will. I, I, I. “Take care! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed.”

Have you ever bought something to make yourself feel 
better? Maybe because you were sad, lonely, angry, scared. 
You wanted a new life or a new feeling more than a new 
thing, but you bought it anyway. “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed.”

If any of this sounds familiar, or if you answered yes, or 
even if you didn’t but you understand what I am talking 
about, then you just might know something about greed in 
your own life. I say that not as a judgment or a criticism but 
in recognition that I, and maybe you too, can be as much a 
barn builder as the guy in the parable Jesus tells in today’s 

Cold Spring by Orville Running

Im
age:  W

orking Preacher | O
rville Running | Luther Sem

inary Fine Arts Collection, St. Paul, M
N
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gospel (Luke 12:13-21).

I spent the week before last in McKinney, Texas, with a 
friend and his wife. I was studying with him, doing some 
continuing education. For the last twenty-five years he has 
been my mentor, teacher, and priest. Before I arrived he 
told me that he was going to give me some of his books, 
books that he no longer used or needed but that I might 
like. Giddy up! I was pretty excited because he has some 
great books. At the end of the week my wife came in to 
visit our friends and drive home with me. She hadn’t been 
there thirty minutes when I said, “Come look at this.” I 
took her to the garage and showed her six large boxes of 
books. Each box had my name on it.

I was thrilled. She was less than thrilled. “Where will we 
put them all?” she asked. I began telling her my plans for 
more bookshelves, more shelves at my office and more 
shelves at the house. “There is another option,” she said. I 
interrupted. “No,” I said, “I’m not getting rid of my books.”

“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.”

As Jesus warns, there are all kinds of greed. It might be 
books, shoes, or any other tangible thing. It might be 
amassing money, land, or other wealth. But greed can 
also be about time, attention, approval, love, knowledge, 
power, control, being right, being in charge, or a thousand 
other things.

Ultimately, though, greed is not about any of these things. 
They are just the symptoms or pointers to the deeper 
issue. The issue is not about quantity but a condition of 
the heart. Greed is really just a way of dealing with our 
own feelings of deficit and emptiness. It’s not so much 
about having enough but about being enough. When we 
believe ourselves to be deficient, when we lose belief in 
ourselves, when we feel we are not enough, then we get 
greedy. We use things and other people to fill the hole 
inside us.

Greed deceives and convinces us that if we just have more 
________ then we’ll be ________. Fill in the blanks with 
whatever it might be for you. For example:

•	 If I have more money than I will have a more 
secure future. The real issue, however, might be 
fear, uncertainty, or the unpredictably of life.

•	 If I get more books then I’ll have more knowledge 
and answers. People will see me as studious and 
intelligent.

•	 If I can get more of your time and attention then 
I’ll feel accepted, important, and relevant.

FILIPPINO LIPPI
C. 1424 - 1428

•	 If I can gain more power and control then I’ll be 
safe and respected. No one can hurt me.

Greed uses external things to deal with internal matters and 
it rarely works. It leaves us wanting more, always seeking the 
next dollar, the next book, the next word of approval. The 
thing is that greed steals and deprives us of what we most 
want. Greed thieves us of our lives.

That doesn’t mean that possessions are inherently bad or 
wrong. The antidote to greed is not necessarily in cleaning 
out the closet, throwing away my books, or giving away my 
belongings, though in some cases that might be a necessary 
beginning point. The real work is interior work. Greed shows 
me to be living in poverty toward God. The antidote to greed 
then is to be rich toward God.

That means we invest in ourselves, each other, and the world 
in the same ways in which Jesus invested himself; through 
love, mercy, compassion, justice, hope, courage, acceptance, 
truth, beauty, generosity. This is the wealth of God. This is 
the life God shares and invests in us through Jesus Christ. So 
to be rich toward God begins with knowing that we already 
are God’s beloved treasure. There is freedom in that. It is 
the freedom to live rich toward others and the world. It 
reveals that there is enough. It declares my life to be as 
important and valuable as yours. It eliminates the need for 
comparison with and judgment of myself and others. Being 
takes precedence over having.

I can’t help but wonder if greed might not be at the core of 
our political vitriol, the violence in today’s world, and the 
dysfunction and hurt in our relationships. To the degree 
greed is present it thieves us of God’s wealth. The boxes, 
shelves, and closets of our lives are already full. We have no 
need, no desire, no room for God. It isolates us from self, 
others, and God. Greed works its deception and turns us 
back on ourselves and the grammar of our life soon becomes 
first person singular.

I know what I will do.
I will pull down my barns.
I will build larger barns.
I will store my stuff in my new barns.
I will relax.
I will eat.
I will drink.
I will be merry.

When that happens greed has thieved me of you and the 
possibility of us. There is no second or third person. There is 
only me, a “fool” Jesus says in the parable; a fool who closes 
the barn door after the thief has escaped with my life.

BY NELLY BUBE
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“Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions,” 
Jesus says. Somewhere deep within we already know this. 
We really do. This is not new for us. Here’s why I say that.

Think about the day you held your child or grandchild for 
the very first time. Think about the times you pulled him 
or her close and whispered your dreams into tiny ears. 
Recall the last child you saw baptized. Recall the day a 
friend introduced you to his or her newborn child. Recall 
the faces of school children or kids on the playground. Do 
you remember that day? Can you picture their faces?

What were your greatest hopes and dreams for that child? 
What were your sincerest prayers for his or her life? What 
did you desire more than anything else for that little one?

Was it a big fancy house? A shelf full of books? A closet full 
of shoes and purses? Did you pray that they would always 
be on the winning team, that they would be rich and 
wealthy? Did you hope they would be number one in their 
class, or that they would be more powerful, important, 
and successful than everyone else? No, that’s probably 
not what you hoped and prayed for that child.

Why weren’t those your first concerns? Because 
something in you already knew that “life does not consist 
in the abundance of possessions.” And if you know that to 
be true for them you know it to be true for yourselves. You 
wanted more for that child.

I’m betting you prayed that child would find meaning and 
purpose in their life. You hoped their life would be filled 
with joy. You wished her a world of peace. You prayed 
they would look in the mirror and see their own beauty, 
that they would trust their own goodness, and that they 
discover their own holiness. You prayed he would find 
that special one and know what it is like to love and be 
loved unconditionally. You wished them to imagine all the 
possibilities for their life.

The reason those things were your prayers, hopes, and 
wishes is because somewhere deep within you know and 
want those same things for your life. You touched your 
own richness toward God. You caught a glimpse of the 
treasure that you are and want to be, the treasure God 
knows you to already be.

What if you lived that way? How would your life be 
different? What possibilities would that create in your 
relationships? What might you need to do to claim yourself 
as God’s treasure, to be rich toward God?

“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.”

Originally published on Michael Marsh's website Interrupting 
the Silence on August 1, 2016. 

The Reverend Michael Marsh is an Episcopal priest who 
served twenty-two years in The Episcopal Diocese of West 
Texas. Reverend Michael Marsh is the retired rector of St. 
Philip’s Episcopal Church in Uvalde, Texas where he served 
from 2005 to 2025.

THE PARABLE OF 
THE RICH FOOL

BY REMBRANDT (C.1627)
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KIDS KNOW HOW TO BE 
AWESTRUCK. DO YOU?

BY  TERESA CODA

My children love hearing the story of the time I got 
into trouble as a kindergartener, the time I had 

to “sit on the black line” at recess. It would be difficult 
to overstate just how ominous this punishment was to 
6-year-old, goody-two-shoes me. At school, I was the 
poster child for “well-behaved.” I raised my hand to speak, 
I kept my blouse always tucked into my uniform shorts, 
and I finished drinking my little carton of chocolate milk 
every lunch, despite hating it, to avoid the frowns of the 
cafeteria helpers. Until that day, I stayed in the clear of all 
reprimands, negative consequences, and disapproval from 
the adults inhabiting my young academic life.

The action that led to tarnishing my immaculate behavioral 
record? Deliberately throwing a bouncy red ball into a 

muddy puddle. From my current perspective, I can see exactly 
why I deserved punishment: Besides being annoying, my 
choice made the life of my teacher more difficult. Even still, 
I feel compassion for childhood me, because as keenly as I 
recall the shame of punishment, I remember the sense of 
almost helplessness against the impulse to behave in this way. 
I simply had to know what would happen, what it would feel 
like, to throw that ball into the puddle. My curiosity, intrigue, 
and wonder—the drive to discover—were paramount.

Anyone with toddlers and young children in their lives knows 
that this kind of energy is a whole vibe. You just see it in kids: 
the bending down to sniff a worm on the sidewalk; the chubby 
hand plunging into a jar of peanut butter to squish between 
their fingers; the licking of the metal swing set at a park. This 

An illustration from Zonia's Rain Forest by Joana Martinez-Neal (c.2021)
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uninhibited way of being in the world will drive caregivers 
crazy, and it will often get kids into trouble, be it in the 
form of a seat on the black line or a tongue stuck to a 
frozen pole. And yet, there’s something to learn from it.

I tend to think of myself as a curious person, but I can’t 
remember the last time I felt the urge to smell something 
that I didn’t already know would be pleasing to my senses 
or wondered what it would feel like to reach my hand into 
an unfamiliar place. As I recently read Abigail Thomas’ 
memoir, Still Life at Eighty (Golden Notebook Press), I was 
struck by her telling of two back-to-back falls that resulted 
in simultaneously broken left and right wrists. While 
Thomas notes the pain and inconvenience of the injuries, 
she expresses some satisfaction in the emergence of a 
new experience, which she notes are hard to come by as 
a near-octogenarian.

I’m less than half the age of Thomas, but I relate to her 
positionality. When was the last time I had a completely 
new experience? Have I really wondered about something 
or felt genuinely surprised by the unfolding of an event 
recently? No, not that I can think of. This dearth is in 
part the product of the natural growth in knowledge and 
experience that occurs as we age, and also I suspect due 
to living in a hyperconnected world where information is 
infinite and instantly available. When questions that cross 
my mind can be immediately answered with a Google 
search, little time is left for wonder.

I think another part, still, is that our modus operandi 
changes as we age. I can’t tell you how many times my 
kids have asked a question that stumps me, but that I also 
couldn’t care less about going to the trouble of figuring 
out. I encourage my kids’ quandaries, but I defer the task 
of investigation. “I love your inquisitive mind! We should 
ask Uncle Andrew. I bet he would know!” The noble 
motivation here is that I want to instill in my kids the idea 
that asking questions of people is a surer path to sanity 
than asking the internet; the less noble is that I’m too lazy 
and disinterested to extend the effort it would take to 
explore the question. I’d rather keep washing the dishes.

The existentialist philosopher Albert Camus wrote, “A day 
comes when, thanks to rigidity, nothing causes wonder 
any more, everything is known, and life is spent beginning 
over again. These are the days of exile, of desiccated life, 
of dead souls.” It’s a grim description and maybe overly 
dramatic. I’d hardly call my life desiccated. But awe-
anemic? Spiritually dry? Sometimes.

Camus goes on: “To come alive again, one needs a special 
grace, self-forgetfulness, or a homeland.” I wonder if that 

special grace might be the wisdom of toddlers who don’t 
need to forget themselves because they are still very much 
in the process of learning themselves. Their lives are awash 
in new experiences. While we can’t go back to being 3 again, 
I do believe that we can adopt the postures of curiosity, 
wonder, and openness that characterize the lives of the 
young. We can let children be our spiritual guides, and 
embrace mystery.

Consider, for example, how toddlers readily accept that 
they don’t have all the answers. Children ask questions 
constantly, with eagerness and comfort. To them, there’s 
nothing shameful about not knowing. This is quite different 
from most adults I know, especially when it comes to 
matters of faith. Recently, one of my daughters asked, “Why 
did Jesus die?” It’s a good question, but I found myself giving 
her a canned answer: “Jesus died so that we could live.”

My answer wasn’t necessarily a problem but the patness 
of it is. What does it even mean? And isn’t having the 
question—asking it, reflecting, praying for understanding, 
and trying to know in a new kind of way—more spiritually 
evolved than reciting words I can only presume I learned 
two decades ago? Asking questions and not rushing to 
answer them, being able to sit with the not-knowing, is a 
valuable spiritual practice.

To pretend to know the ways of God isn’t just factually 
wrong and arrogant. It’s also boring. I don’t want a God who 
is human enough for me to understand, and I don’t want a 
faith that is small enough for me to memorize.

I love what the Jesuit priest Karl Rahner said: “Faith means 
putting up with God’s incomprehensibility for a lifetime.” 
I can choose to embrace the incomprehensibility of the 
universe in the way that toddlers do. It’s a mindset shift, but 
it’s easy enough to do when I take my cue from children: Ask 
lots of questions, relish sensations, delight in movement, 
and be surprised. Welcome the freedom that comes from 
admitting and embracing ignorance.

Originially published in the U.S. Catholic on July 23, 2025. 

Teresa Coda is a licensed psychotherapist and writer living 
in southern Pennsylvania. She contributes regularly to sites 
and publications including Busted Halo, House of Joppa, 
Amendo, and U.S. Catholic Magazine.
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
E-mail | info@stceciliaboston.org Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, & 11:30 a.m
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Children's Faith For-  
mation Coordinator, Carly-Anne Gannon.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com),  Erin 
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers 
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, 
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex, 
Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We're happy that you're with us! Our community offers a warm, spiritual 
home for a diverse group of Catholics. We come from many neighborhoods in 
and around Boston, but also have long distance parishioners from around the 
country and arround the world. We invite individuals and families to fill out 
a new parishioner form on our website. No matter what your background or 
location, please know that you are always welcome at Saint Cecilia.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


