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Welcome to Saint Cecilia Parish, a Roman Catholic community that gathers day by day, week by 
week, to know and make known the grace of God. By means of this abundant grace, we enjoy a 
diverse and close-knit parish family—young, old, rich, poor, of various ethnic origins and differing 
backgrounds. From our extraordinary music program to a growing children’s faith formation 
program; from the various liturgical ministries to the many opportunities for social outreach that 
the parish provides, Saint Cecilia is a vibrant community of faith, centered on prayer and worship 
that tries to keep the Gospel close to heart and to live by Jesus’ teachings.

Saint Cecilia Parish was established in 1888. At that time the Back Bay section of Boston along 
Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street was the residential section of the Yankee aristocracy. 
The maids (“Irish working out girls”) and coachmen who served these residents had long requested 
a church of their own. When Archbishop Williams granted their request and carved the parish 
from the territory of the Cathedral, they built a magnificent church out of their meager earnings. 
Our church building resides on the ancestral homeland of the Pawtucket and Massachusett tribal 
nations.

The church was dedicated on April 22, 1894. Its architecture is Romanesque, XII Century Norman. 
The main altar, notable for its massive simplicity, was carved from a single block of white Carrara 
marble. The painting in the center reredos is a reproduction of da Vinci’s The Last Supper, and the 
dome above is an array of 24K gold rosettes.

For the sixtieth anniversary celebration in 1954, a massive renovation project was undertaken. 
During this renovation, a statue of Pope Saint Pius X (canonized that same year) was imported 
from Italy and placed on the right side of the sanctuary. Above the statue are paintings from Pius’ 
life. On the left side is a statue of Saint Patrick, principal patron of the Archdiocese of Boston, and 
above it are three scenes from his life.

Fourteen circular and sixteen square panels adorn the nave and arches of the church. The square 
panels are decorated with the symbols of Our Lady taken from the Litany of Loreto and the circular 
ones with symbols taken from the lives of the apostles. The great window of the Assumption—
framed by the two oak cases of the organ—was installed in 1954 (the Marian Year) in spaces 
originally designed for windows but not until then used.

The original organ of 24 stops was built in 1902 by the Hutchings-Votey Organ Company, Opus 
1465, and was rebuilt in 1954 with 32 stops. In 1998, Timothy Smith and Theodore Gilbert began 
a massive reconstruction of the organ. The current Smith & Gilbert Organ of 4 manuals, 54 ranks, 
and 3,084 pipes was dedicated on the Feast of Saint Cecilia, November 22, 1999.

Today we are experiencing something of an awakening within these old walls. Our numbers are 
increasing by 350 new households each year, and we continue to grow in our commitment to 
issues of peace, justice, and service to our neighbors, both near and far.

We’ve been right here on Belvidere Street, in the same building for over 125 years, but that does 
not mean that life here is stale, stagnant, or even predictable. We are proud to be entrusted with 
the legacy of Saint Cecilia Parish, where everything is the same, yet always changing; where we 
honor tradition while embracing the future; where God’s love makes all things new.

WELCOME!
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
 
Saturday, September 20 | 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV, celebrant
Elli St George, lector

Sunday, September 21 | 8:00 a.m.
Rev. Jim Shaughnessy, SJ, celebrant 
Jim Dougherty, lector

Sunday, September 21 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Esteban Vanegas, Jr, Maggie Giles, Nikko Mendoza, lectors

Sunday, September 21 | 11:30 a.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, deacon and homilist
Rev. Isaac Demase, SJ, concelebrant
Rev. Brendan Gottschall, SJ, concelebrant
Rev. Michael Mohr, SJ, concelebrant
Rev. William Manaker, SJ, concelebrant
Tom Comparato, Gina Filloramo, Linda Frayling 
lectors

Sunday, September 21 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. John Unni, celebrant
Bobbi Moran, lector

OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
 
Saturday, September 20 | 5:00 p.m.
Angelo & Eugenia Valente, Memorial
Don Smerklo, Memorial

Sunday, September 21 | 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Peter Gyves, SJ, Memorial
Dominic Napolitano, Memorial
Lissett Luna Estevez, Memorial
Edward F. Kenney, Memorial

Sunday, September 21| 6:00 p.m.
Ray Behr, Memorial

Thursday, September 25 | 8:00 a.m. 
Doris Hearty, 1st Anniversary

NEXT SUNDAY'S READINGS

TODAY'S READINGS

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
1 Timothy 6:11-16

Luke 16:19-31

Amos 8:4-7
1 Timothy 2:1-8

Luke 16:1-13
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Our Sick
Pray for all our sick and for those who are in need of our 
prayer, especially Glenn Gallo, Marc Pelletier, Fred Tufts, 
Baby Eloise Josephine Mason, Kevin J. Owens,  So Kwai 
Sim, Andrea Surette, Daria, and Maureen McLaughlin.

Congratulations, Christopher!
Christopher Brolly, SJ was ordained to the transitional 
deaconate on Saturday, September 20. Christopher is a 
member of the British Province of the Society of Jesus and 
has been working with our OCIA community for the past 
two years. For the next nine months, leading up to his 
ordination to the priesthood next June, Christopher will be a 
member of the parish staff, preaching at some of our Sunday 
liturgies, and officiating at baptisms and weddings. This 
Sunday, Christopher will be serving as deacon and homilist 
at 11:30 liturgy. We also are happy to welcome some of 
Christopher’s confrères who will be concelebrants at the 
11:30 liturgy: Fathers Isaac Demase, Brendan Gottschall, 
Michael Mohr, and William Manaker. We also warmly 
welcome Christopher’s parents, Martin and Theresa Brolly, 
his brother and sister-in-law, Aidan and Lauren Brolly, and 
Christopher’s niece and nephew, Arleigh and Nye Brolly—all 
of whom traveled here from his hometown, Newcastle, UK. 
Be sure to give Christopher a warm greeting when you see 
him. To learn a bit more about Christopher, please see page 
11 of this bulletin for an informative and fun interview.

Memorial Mass for Father Peter
Please join us on Sunday, September 21 at 9:30 a.m. for a 
special Memorial Mass as we honor and remember Father 
Peter Gyves, SJ, MD. After Mass, all are welcome to join us in 
the Parish Hall for coffee, pastries, and Irish soda bread—a 
favorite treat of Father Peter’s, shared in his honor by A 
Faith That Does Justice. Let us gather as a community to 
celebrate his life and the many ways he touched each of us 
and the many people he served.

Children's Faith Formation Begins
Children's Faith Formation begins this Sunday. Please 
ensure your child(ren) are registered if you have not done 
so already. For more information, see page 6.

Clergy Trust Collection 
Our second collection today will benefit the Clergy Trust 
which provides programs and support to care for the health 
and well-being of all active and senior diocesan priests 
in good standing. If you’d like to go online to make your 
donation, you may do so by scanning the QR code on the 
previous page or by visiting  clergytrust.org. You can also 
take one of the envelopes from the back of the Church to 
bring home and send in later. Thank you so much for your 
generosity.

National Recovery Month
This September, as we observe National Recovery Month, 
we lift up in prayer all those on the journey of recovery. May 
they find comfort in God's loving presence and strength 
in their pursuit of healing. We pray for those who have 
struggled with addiction, for their loved ones, and for all 
who support them on this path. May God's mercy and 
compassion guide them toward wholeness and peace.

Gift Card Donations Needed
We are presently in need of having our gift card supply 
replenished. If you would like to help in this way, simply 
purchase a gift card (ideally in $10 increments) and drop 
it in the collection basket at Mass, give it to on of our 
receptionists, or mail it to the parish office. We would 
especially like to receive gift cards from Shaw’s, Star Market, 
Dunkin’, or Wendy’s. Thank you in advance for helping us 
care for our sisters and brothers in need.

PRAYERS & OCCASIONS

IN THIS WEEK'S BULLETIN
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   This Week's Liturgies...................................... 4  
   Prayers and Occasions.................................... 5   
   Coming Up At Saint Cecilia............................. 7
   
   Up Close And Personal 
   with Christopher Brolly, SJ............................ 11 

   We Cannot Serve Two Masters 
   By Richard Rohr, OFM  .................................. 15

   Parish Operating Statement.......................... 16

   Parish Resources...................................... 18

https://bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate1/ 
http://clergytrust.org
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CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION
CLASSES BEGIN THIS SUNDAY

Children's Faith Formation classes begin 
this Sunday! If you have not registered 
your child(ren) yet, please do so by  
scanning the QR code on the left or by 
visiting www.stceciliaboston.org/cff-reg/. 
If your child was baptized at Saint Cecilia, 

you will not be required to upload a baptismal certificate. 
Please note that the fee to register is $200. 

DON'T MISS THE MINISTRY FAIR!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  
FOLLOWING THE 9:30 & 11:30 LITURGIES | PARISH HALL

Sunday, September 28th, following the 9:30 and 11:30 
liturgies, come learn more about our many parish ministries, 
how you can get involved or receive updates on all the 
activities happening at Saint Cecilia. Between our hospitality, 
liturgical, service, and fellowship ministries, there's 
something for everyone! 
 
Please note that in order to accommodate the ministry fair, 
coffee hospitality will have limited seating and will be scaled 
down to coffee and croissants.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED – ADULTS AND 
CHILDREN (GRADE 3 AND UP)
Do you feel called to serve at the Lord’s Table? We are inviting 
both adults and children (3rd grade and older) to become 
altar servers. This ministry is a beautiful way to participate 
more fully in the Mass, grow in faith, and serve our parish 
community.
 
Training will be provided—no prior experience necessary. If 
you or your child is interested, please contact Mary Wessel 
at her parish email. 

Come and share in this meaningful ministry of service to 
God and God’s people! 

THE SEASON OF CREATION
The Season of Creation begins on September 1, World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends on October 4, 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology 
beloved by many Christian denominations. Throughout the 
month-long celebration, we come together in an annual 
ecumenical celebration of prayer and action for our common 
home.

Events during the Season of Creation include:

9/21: Sun Way Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation 
from St. Clement's to Boston Common, part 
of an interfaith celebration of Sun Day.  More 
information and register at https://bit.ly/
BostonJubileePilgrimageForCreation. 

10/4:  Season of Creation Pilgrimage and Mass at Our Lady 
Help of Christians in Newton.  The Mass can be livestreamed 
at: https://tinyurl.com/SoC-OL. You can find more information 
and register at https://tinyurl.com/Soc-Pilgrim-Mass.

GBIO TRAINING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 | 6PM | PARISH HALL

The Greater Boston Interfaith Organization will be hosting 
an introductory training in one-on-one relational meetings, 
one of the key building blocks for building power with 
GBIO. The workshop will include two rounds of relational 
meetings between participants, including leaders from 
other GBIO member congregations. Please register at  
www.stceciliaboston.org/gbio/.

SIMEON AND ANNA SENIORS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 | 10AM | PARISH HALL

The next Simeon and Anna Seniors Meeting will be held
on Thursday, September 25th. From 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. there 
will be coffee/tea and conversation, and at 10:30 there will be 
time for prayer. All parish seniors are invited to participate.

http://www.stceciliaboston.org/cff-reg/
https://bit.ly/BostonJubileePilgrimageForCreation 
https://bit.ly/BostonJubileePilgrimageForCreation 
https://tinyurl.com/Soc-Pilgrim-Mass
http://www.stceciliaboston.org/gbio/
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SEPTEMBER IS HUNGER 
ACTION MONTH

The Greater Boston Food Bank's 2025 study, The Cost of 
Hunger in Massachusetts, was conducted in collaboration 
with Mass General Brigham and supported by the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE). Among the study's findings: "Over the 
last five years, food insecurity among Massachusetts 
households has steadily increased, rising from 19 percent 
in 2019 to 37 percent in 2024 based on this survey data. 
Rates of very low food security, indicating the experience 
of food insecurity with hunger, have quadrupled during 
this time, from 6 percent in 2019 to 24 percent in 2024. 
These increases are likely driven by the lasting impacts of 
the pandemic, surging food and housing expenses, and 
rolling back of pandemic-era increases in federal financial 
and food assistance programs such as the Child Tax Credit 
and expansions to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP)."
 
Saint Cecilia's response to this crisis, through our Hunger 
& Homelessness Ministry, includes our support of two 
Dorchester food pantries: the Catholic Charities' food 
pantry at the Yawkey Center and the Mary Ann Brett Pantry.  
Please consider a donation of one of the following items, 
which you can leave in baskets in the narthex: 

•	 corn flakes or Cheerios 
•	 tomato sauce 
•	 canned tuna fish 
•	 macaroni and cheese 
•	 white flour pasta
•	 peanut butter 
•	 cooking oil 
•	 canned chicken breast 

If you are unable to attend Saint Cecilia Parish in person, 
a few of the options to order and have delivered include: 
target.com, amazon.com, and walmart.com. Items 
purchased on-line should be sent to:
 

Mark Lippolt
Saint Cecilia Parish
18 Belvidere Street
Boston, MA 02115

 

COMING UP AT SAINT CECILIA
SEPTEMBER 18 - 24

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
First Day of Children's Faith Formation

Wisdom Group | 8:30am via Zoom
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ's First Mass | 11:30am

Sun Way Pilgrimage

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Returning Citizens | 5:30pm | Parish Hall

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Belvidere Midday Tuesday | 12pm | Community Room

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
GBIO Training | 6pm | Parish Hall

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Simeon and Anna Seniors | 10am | Parish Hall

Wisdom Group | 7:30pm via Zoom

MUSIC FOR FOOD: ANCIENT HEROES
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 | 7 PM | NEW ENGLAND 
CONSERVATORY - BROWN HALL

Please join us for the first Boston concert of Music for 
Food’s 16th season: Ancient Heroes. Admission is free with 
a suggested donation ($40/adult, $15/student); no tickets 
or RSVPs are necessary. All proceeds will support Women’s 
Lunch Place.

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
THOSE IN THE MEDICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 | 1PM | CLASSROOM 1

This group is an ongoing meeting to provide spiritual support 
for those working in the healthcare system in these stressful 
times. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mary 
Wessel at her parish email, Michael Murphy PhD, or Kathy 
Sanders MD. Or call the parish office at 617-536-4548.
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PIE SELLERS NEEDED

As part of our ongoing relationship with Community 
Servings, we are looking for parishioners willing to 
assist with their annual Pie in the Sky fundraiser. Every 
Thanksgiving pie sold feeds a Community Servings client 
suffering from a life-threatening illness for one week. 
The delicious pies— apple, pecan, and pumpkin—are the 
perfect dessert for your Thanksgiving table. If you are 
willing to help sell pies at Saint Cecilia liturgies as well as 
to your friends and colleagues, please email Mark Lippolt.

YOUNG ADULTS THEOLOGY ON TAPAS
THEME: “THE CONFIDENCE COMPLEX: HOW 
BURNOUT KEEPS YOU FROM YOUR TRUE CALLING” 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 I 6:30 PM | PARISH HALL

What happens when burnout gets so bad that it blocks us 
from living the fulfilled life we were designed to live? And 
what is our responsibility to get unstuck from the negative 
and move forward? Executive and personal development 
coach Carly Caminiti will guide our discussion on this 
important topic that affects professionals of all levels.

The evening will start with heavy appetizers, drinks (please 
bring your ID if you are over 21 and wish to drink), and 
mingling, followed by the talk at 7:00. The evening will end 
with small group discussions and additional networking.
 
RSVP by heading to https://tinyurl.com/theology-on-tapas 
or for more information, please send an email to the 
ministry.

LGBT ASYLUM TASK FORCE GALA
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | 5:30 - 10:30 PM  
THE DCU CENTER, WORCESTER

One of the Rainbow Ministry's non-profit partner agencies 
is the LGBT Asylum Task Force, located in Worcester. The 
LGBT Asylum Task Force welcomes LGBTQ people of all 
faith traditions from throughout the world. They provide 
housing, food, and connection to legal, medical and mental 
resources at other local agencies.  Legal asylum seekers are 
not allowed to work for up to 2 years after arriving in the 
United States.This vital ministry provides comprehensive 
support for the entire duration of that two-year period in 
which it is needed.

Tickets are $150 each if purchased in August ($200 if 
purchased in September) and there will be tables of eight. 
Purchase tickets at: https://www.lgbtasylum.org/gala.

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST  
AID CERTIFICATION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 | 9 AM – 4:30 PM | PARISH 
HALL | CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROVIDED

Just as CPR helps you assist someone in a medical 
emergency, Adult Mental Health First Aid equips you to 
support someone facing a mental health or substance use 
challenge. This 7 ½-hour course will teach you how to:

•	 Recognize the signs and symptoms of mental health 
and substance use distress

•	 Understand some common mental health challenges
•	 Use a practical 5-step action plan to respond effectively  

and compassionately in both crisis and non-crisis     
situations

Whether you’re a minister, community leader, or caregiver, 
this training gives you the confidence to step in and make a 
difference when it matters most.
 
Spots are limited. Please register online at https://rcabrisk.
org/mhfa/ or contact Mary Wessel at her parish email. 

WOMEN'S LUNCH PLACE  
SPAGHETTI DINNER

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 | 6 PM  
THE FAIRMONT COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL 

For decades, Spaghetti Dinner has been at the heart of 
Women’s Lunch Place’s fundraising. It brings the community 
together in a shared commitment to nourish women 
facing hunger and hardship with dignity, compassion, and 
connection.

This year, under the theme “At the Table Together,” the 
agency celebrates the deep sense of belonging that comes 
from a shared meal. Together, on October 9 at the Copley 
Fairmount Hotel, they will raise funds to support their 
Healthy Meals Program, which ensures every woman who 
walks through the shelter's doors receives a warm, made-
from-scratch meal in a place that feels like home.

To learn more or purchase tickets, please head to:
https://womenslunchplace.org/all-events.

https://tinyurl.com/theology-on-tapas
https://www.lgbtasylum.org/gala
https://rcabrisk.org/mhfa/
https://rcabrisk.org/mhfa/
 https://womenslunchplace.org/all-events
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VOLUNTEER MANAGER NEEDED: 
GRAB & GO PROGRAM
A Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ) is seeking a Volunteer 
Manager to lead our Grab & Go lunch program at Emmanuel 
Church, Back Bay for our neighbors experiencing food 
insecurity. The role is about 4–6 hours per week and involves 
coordinating volunteers, ensuring volunteers prepare and 
distribute lunches each Tuesday, and managing the smooth 
operation of the program.

If you have strong organizational and people skills and a 
heart for social justice, this is a meaningful way to serve. 
Contact us at volunteering@faith-justice.org.

VOLUNTEER WITH A FAITH THAT DOES 
JUSTICE
MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS FALL – JOIN OUR  
ESOL PROGRAM

This September, A Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ) launches 
a new 15-week cycle of English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) classes. Our program empowers adult 
immigrants with the English skills they need for everyday 
life and better job opportunities — and we need your help!

Volunteer Opportunities

•	 Teachers (~6 hrs/week): Lead small classes of adult 
learners (lesson plans & textbooks provided). Teach in-
person in Boston or online. Substitute teaching roles 
also available.

•	 Teacher Assistants (~2–4 hrs/week): Support teachers 
during class sessions (virtual or in-person), help with 
materials, and encourage students.

•	 Student Relationship Managers (~2–4 hrs week): Mentor 
students outside class by offering encouragement, 
following up on attendance, and providing light tech 
support. Bilingual ability is especially valuable. No 
teaching required.

Why Volunteer?

•	 Empower adult immigrants through language and 
education

•	 Support social justice in action

•	 Gain teaching, mentoring, and cross-cultural experience

•	 Join an interfaith community making a real difference

Classes begin mid-September, meeting twice weekly for two 
hours each session. Volunteers are asked to commit to the 
15-week cycle when possible.

JOIN OUR WISDOM AND MATURE 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 

The Wisdom and Mature Spirituality Group 
holds two weekly online gatherings via 
Zoom. We meet Thursday evenings from 
7:30 to 8:30 PM and Sunday mornings 
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM to share ways in 
which faith informs and enriches the 
second half of life. Our conversations are 
informed by our shared spiritual reading, 
but reading the book is optional. We are 
presently discussing Practically Divine by 
Becca Stevens, Episcopal priest, entrepreneur, and founder 
of Thistle Farms, a nonprofit social enterprise dedicated to 
helping women survivors recover and heal from prostitution, 
trafficking, and addiction. To request information about our 
meetings or to be added to our mailing list, please send an 
email to the ministry.

SUPPORT CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
BOSTON AT RIDE FOR FOOD
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 | 5:30 - 10:30 PM  
NOBLES & GREENOUGH SCHOOL, DEDHAM

On Sunday, October 5th Catholic Charities Boston will 
participate in the RIDE FOR FOOD organized by Three 
Squares New England. This outstanding event takes place 
each year and includes a 25, 50 or 62.2 mile bike ride -OR- 
a 5K walk which all begin at Nobles & Greenough School 
in Dedham. Event day also includes entertainment and 
refreshments. 
 
More than just a walk or bike ride, this event is a 
meaningful opportunity to take action against hunger in 
our communities As rising costs and changes in federal 
policies continue to strain the social safety net, our food 
pantries are experiencing unprecedented demand. Your 
participation can help stock our shelves and provide 
nutritious meals to families struggling to put food on the 
table. Every dollar raised by the Catholic Charities' Ride for 
Food Team will go directly to our pantries in Dorchester, 
Brockton, Lynn and Lowell which serve these four cities and 
surrounding communities. 

We hope you will consider supporting our team. Whether 
you ride, walk or donate, you'll be making a very real 
difference for our neighbors most in need!

To join the team or to donate, please visit: https://ride.
threesquaresne.org/team/684111

https://ride.threesquaresne.org/team/684111
https://ride.threesquaresne.org/team/684111
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Learn more about the ESOL program at https://faith-justice.
org/esol/. Apply now at www.faith-justice.org/volunteer-
application-form/. If you have any questions, please contact  
volunteering@faith-justice.org

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF CAPUCHIN 
MOBILE MINISTRIES
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16| 6:30 PM   
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, CHESTNUT HILL

Please join us on this special night to celebrate five years of 
Capuchin Mobile Ministries. Back in 2020 we set out with the 
simple but powerful idea of bringing quality spiritual care to 
the streets of Boston and Cambridge. Since then, CMM has 
blossomed into a thriving ministry. We will gather for dinner 
on Thursday, Oct. 16, at 6:30 p.m. at Church of the Redeemer. 
During the evening we will celebrate the accomplishments of 
the last five years. 

We will be joined by Dr. Jim O’Connell, founder and president of 
Boston Health Care for the Homeless, who will share from his 
point of view the importance of street care and the impact CMM 
makes daily.  We will also be presenting our annual volunteer 
award to a very special person! Come and enjoy the company of 
old and new friends. Come and share what CMM has meant to 
you over the years, and bring others to join in this meaningful 
ministry. 

Tickets are $125, which can be purchased here: https://
secure.qgiv.com/for/cmmgg/event/celebrating5years/.For 
sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to Amanda Grant 
Rose at agrantrose@capuchin.org.

This is a weekly “closed" Alcoholics Anonymous 
discussion meeting centered on the 3rd Step 

prayer, and will include a period of meditation. 

Belvidere Midday Tuesday meets on Tuesdays 
at St. Cecilia Parish at 12pm in the Community 

Room. Please enter at the glass entrance located 
at 30 St. Cecilia Street. 

BELVIDERE 
MIDDAY TUESDAY 

Tuesdays | 12pm-1pm 
Community Room 

SHELTER MUSIC BOSTON'S  
15TH ANNIVERSARY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 | 3 PM   
THE ALLEN CENTER, NEWTON 

We are excited to learn that Shelter Music Boston's 15th 
Anniversary Concert will have Dr. Eileen Reilly as its 
honoree. One of the founders of Women's Lunch Place 
and a physician with Boston Health Care for the Homeless 
Program, Dr. Reilly's lifelong commitment to our unhoused 
neighbors has been extraordinary. 
 
Each  month, Shelter Music Boston performs live chamber 
music concerts at community partners, including Pine 
Street Inn and Women's  Lunch Place. The transformation 
in their audiences is immediate and palpable. After a 
recent concert for women who are unhoused, one listener 
reported, "Music helps my depression and anxiety. I felt 
happier and loved the music."
 
Their 15th Anniversary Concert will be held on Saturday, 
November 15 at 3:00 p. m. The concert, including 
dessert reception, will be held at the Allen Center in 
Newton. Tickets are $100, which you can purchase 
here: https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E343965&id=80.
 
For more information or to learn about concert sponsorship 
opportunities, please reach out to Sarah Leaf-Herrmann 
at  sarah@sheltermusicboston.org.

https://faith-justice.org/esol/
https://faith-justice.org/esol/
http://www.faith-justice.org/volunteer-application-form/ 
http://www.faith-justice.org/volunteer-application-form/ 
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/cmmgg/event/celebrating5years
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/cmmgg/event/celebrating5years
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 
WITH CHRISTOPHER BROLLY, SJ

How long have you been with the Jesuits and what about the 
community and its spirituality attracted you? 

I entered the Society of Jesus in September 2015, so I have 
just completed ten years of religious life. My novitiate was in 
Birmingham, UK (2015-17). My first studies (philosophy) were 
in Paris, France (2017-2020). My regency (a work-placement 
that prepares us for apostolic life) was teaching at St Ignatius 
College, Enfield, a Jesuit high school in London, England. I have 
been studying at Boston College Clough School of Theology 
and Ministry since 2022. I recently graduated from the 
MDiv program and I am now working on an STL degree that 
specializes in Biblical Studies. I was first attracted to the Society 
of Jesus by their commitment to serving those on the margins 
of society and their commitment to education: before entering 
the Jesuits I was a high school teacher serving disadvantaged 
communities. I was also attracted by the life and example 
of St Ignatius of Loyola, in particular his way of reflecting on 
experiences and sifting for what left him feeling joyful and 
fulfilled and what left him feeling empty and discontent.

Can you share a pivotal moment or movement of the heart 
that led you to discern the call to ordination? 

I first and foremost felt called to religious life: to live a life in 
emulation of Jesus through the vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. My first sense of distinct calling towards ordained 
ministry first emerged while on retreat as a Jesuit novice. I 
was making the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola, a 
thirty-day silent retreat at the beginning of our novitiate. I was 
meditating upon the Transfiguration of our Lord and during 
this prayer - while imagining myself cowering alongside Peter 
and the other disciples - I felt the Lord reassure me that he 
wished me to follow him by placing his hands upon my head. 
I discerned that as a potential call to the priesthood (because 
of the symbolic gesture and the sense of excitement I felt) 
and since then I have been pursuing this path and seeking 
ongoing confirmation from the Lord along the way. In my 
experience, vocational discernment is not a one-off event but 
rather an ongoing sense of listening, noticing and responding 
in generosity.

What’s a favorite book or author that has influenced your 
spirituality? 

During my philosophy studies in Paris I managed to read a few 
wonderful early-twentieth century French authors (Simone 

Weil, Henri Bergson) who offered me inspiring perspectives 
that have stayed with me. But if I had to pick one I would 
say Albert Camus' "The Rebel" left a lasting impression on 
me, particularly one of his concluding remarks that "true 
generosity to the future is to give everything to the present." 
This perspective has sustained and renewed me over the 
various stages of the long Jesuit formation journey. 

How do you like to spend your free time, and what hobbies 
or interests do you enjoy? 

I grew up in Newcastle-upon-Tyne in North East England 
which is a hotbed of English soccer. So I keep an eye out 
for the results of my beloved Newcastle United Football 
Club, even if I don't have the time to watch them play. I also 
enjoy watching cricket and rugby with a good Jesuit friend 

Christopher Brolly, SJ with his parents, Martin and Theresa Brolly.
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from Australia. I like to nurture both my fitness and the 
contemplative dimension of my life through walks in 
nature, in particular walking around the Chestnut Hill 
reservoir near Boston College at dawn, with the crisp air 
around me and a beautiful mist hovering above the water. 

What are you most looking forward to in your role as a 
transitional deacon and how do you see yourself serving 
the parish? 

I am excited to be able to proclaim the Gospel during Mass 
and to break open the Word of God through my preaching. 
This Ministry of the Word is a fundamental dimension 
of the diaconate. As we are instructed in the ordination 
by the Bishop: "Receive the Book of the Gospels, whose 
herald you have become. Believe what you read, teach 
what you believe and practice what you teach." I am also 
excited at the prospect of accompanying young families 
as they prepare for sacraments of marriage and baptism. 
I hope to serve the parish community by accompanying 
young people making their own courageous vocational 
decisions and help them make these commitments 
illuminated and inspired by our Catholic faith.

In what ways do you think that your Jesuit formation 
will influence your approach to preaching and pastoral 
care?

I'm deeply grateful for the theological foundations I have 
been able to lay through my studies at Boston College 
Clough School of Theology and Ministry. I hope that these 
will help make my preaching and pastoral care not only 
well-informed (or "wicked-smaht" as Father John Unni 
would say!) but also sensitive to the lived realities of the 
people of God in all our diversity. In addition, I hope that 
all I do as a deacon will be rooted in prayer and rooted in 
my own relationship with Jesus Christ that I have been 
able to cultivate through Ignatian spirituality. 

If you could have dinner with any historical figure, who 
would it be and why? 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Pope Francis). I never got to meet 
him and yet he has been an ever-present in my spiritual 
landscape over the past ten years, one of my formators 
and role models as I have entered religious life and 
prepared for the priesthood. I would like to meet him 
so as to say "thank you" and "goodbye" properly, since 
I continue to mourn him and mourn a world without his 
presence. It would also be an opportunity to ask him for 
any further advice for the life ahead of me and to benefit 
from his wisdom one last time.  

Tea or coffee? 

Just to confirm national stereotypes, it is tea for me! Although 
unusually for a Brit, I drink my tea without milk.

What do you miss most about being away from home? 

Spending time with my family, in particular my grandparents. 
Whenever I go home I like to simply go to their house and 
spend quality time together. I like listening to their stories 
and learning from their precious experiences. We also 
like laughing and telling jokes or funny stories. Ever since 
I entered religious life, I spend Sunday afternoon speaking 
with my parents online. It has become an important weekly 
routine that grounds me in my roots so that I can be fully 
present to the people and place I have been missioned to.

As a Jesuit, you’re known for your commitment to “finding 
God in all things.” How do you see yourself living out this 
charism in your ministry as a deacon? 

Spiritual conversation is a really important part of a Jesuit's 
ministry of consolation. As well as my liturgical service, I look 
forward to meeting parishioners after Mass and listening to 
them, lending a helpful and healing ear if ever I can be of 
service in this way. I believe that conversations are powerful 
places where we can encounter God, places where God's 
loving attention for us can be palpably felt.

What has your experience been like serving on the OCIA 
team at Saint Cecilia? 

The OCIA program was a wonderful way for me to get out 
of the study "bubble" and serve the local Church. I have 
encountered so many wonderful people as part of the 
program. I would particularly like to highlight the ministry of 
Tanya Rybarczyk and Mary Wessel who have led the program 
during my time and guided me and all our participants. One 
of the things I most admire at St Cecilia is the way in which 
lay ecclesial ministry is valorized and how we have inspiring 
women of faith leading us on our journey together. It has been 
a joy to collaborate together. Another aspect of OCIA that I 
have loved is seeing the Holy Spirit powerfully at work in the 
lives of those who participate, guiding and nurturing them 
to enter the Church and embrace the sacraments as part of 
their life journey. I would like to thank all OCIA participants 
who were generous in their listening to the lessons I taught 
- especially the ones that overran by (at least!) five minutes! 
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What English traditions or customs do you miss? 

Going to "the match" (going to watch a soccer game on a 
Saturday afternoon). In my childhood I would go with my 
Dad and then with my friends as a young adult. I haven't 
been able to do that since entering religious life, let alone 
being in America. There is a palpable sense of anticipation 
as you walk up the steps of the stadium, full of excitement 
at what the next 90-minutes might hold. The former 
Newcastle United manager (and one of my childhood 
heroes) Sir Bobby Robson described it best: “What is a 
club in any case? Not the buildings or the directors or the 
people who are paid to represent it. It’s not the television 
contracts, get-out clauses, marketing departments or 
executive boxes. It’s the noise, the passion, the feeling of 
belonging, the pride in your city. It’s a small boy clambering 
up stadium steps for the very first time, gripping his father’s 
hand, gawping at that hallowed stretch of turf beneath him 
and, without being able to do a thing about it, falling in 
love.”

If you could bring one English food or dessert to a potluck 
here, what would it be? 

During the OCIA program last year one of our wonderful 
participants Maricarmen cooked a Shepherd's Pie for our 
class. The greatest compliment I could give her was that 
it transported me back to my Grandma's kitchen. It was a 
powerful testimony to the evocative power of the memory 
of our senses. By the way, Shepherd's Pie is a ground lamb 
meat topped with mashed potato - a simple and humble 
evening British meal.

What on earth is a “chip butty?” 

English cuisine is not exactly on a par with the sophistication 
of our French neighbors! A chip butty is a sandwich made 
out of freshly fried fries (ideally from a fish and chip shop!) 
stuffed into a fresh bread roll. Don't knock it till you've tried 
it!
 
What’s the most Americanized thing you’ve adopted since 
moving to the US (e.g., a favorite food, hobby, or sports 
team)?

Does "Ted Lasso" count? A wonderful series about an 
American navigating the strange British culture and people! 
Perhaps I am a little like Ted in reverse! In my first week in 
Boston my Jesuit housemates teased me because for the 
first few days I poured "half and half" or "heavy cream" on 
my cereal because I just thought it was "American milk." 
That reveals a lot about my own misconceptions! I have 
also fully embraced the license plate mottos you have 

here and the sense of local pride they encourage. When I 
meet someone from a new state, I like to remember where 
they are from by remembering the license plate motto. 
New Hampshire? "Live free or die!" Wisconsin? "America's 
Dairyland." Finally, I love the Boston accent, especially when 
reading Psalm 95: "if today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts!"

Marmite pizza—love it or hate it? 

Marmite pizza?? I didn't even know that that was a thing! 
Marmite spread on its own I really don't like, so certainly 
not on a pizza! My apologies to any Italian readers if a 
British person has actually done that!

What are your three favorite movies and why? 

1) The Castle (1997): a hilarious but heartfelt Australian 
comedy about an ordinary family who battle to save their 
home from a multinational corporation. 2) Brassed Off 
(1996): a British film about a brass band in a mining town 
where people are facing mass unemployment. 3) Local Hero 
(1983): an ambitious American businessman is sent to rural 
Scotland to close a deal for an oil refinery but ends up falling 
in love with his new surroundings and the local people. 
What all three of these films portray is the simultaneous 
beauty and fragility of humble family life. They speak of the 
underdog triumphing over adversity with grit and humor in 
equal measure. These are themes that mark the spirit of 
people from my own humble region. None of these films 
have an explicitly religious dimension, but all speak of the 
Gospel dynamic of Mary's Magnificat, from the heart of 
the Holy Family: "[the Almighty] has cast down the mighty 
from their thrones and raised up the lowly." (Luke 1:52) All 
of these films also show that I don't get to the cinema very 
often or very recently!

When will you be ordained a priest and what will you do 
after ordination? 

I will be ordained a priest on 13 June 2026 in St Mary's 
Cathedral, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. It was a great surprise 
and a deep blessing for me to discover that I would be 
ordained a priest in my home diocese where I grew in faith 
and received all my sacraments of initiation. Anyone from St 
Cecilia Parish is very welcome to make the journey "across 
the pond" next Summer and discover one of the 'hidden 
gems' of the UK: my home region of Northumberland. 
After being ordained a priest I will likely serve a pastoral 
placement over the Summer in the UK to build up priestly 
experience before returning to Boston for the 2026-27 
academic year and my final year of studies.
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What message would you like to share with the parish 
community as you prepare for ordination to the 
diaconate? 

"Thank you" and "Please"! Firstly, "Thank you" for the 
way in which you have welcomed me to Boston and to 
St Cecilia over the past two years of my service on the 
OCIA team. And secondly, "please" don't hesitate to reach 
out if I can pray for anyone or anything in your life and 
also please don't hesitate to give me feedback or advice 
over the coming year. I have much to learn from you and 
I would be very grateful and receptive for what you have 
to share with me.

Any final thoughts for our readers? 

Two neat quotes to do with Jesus - who, after all, is the 
person who brings us together and unites us across all 
our differences as members of the Body of Christ. Firstly, 
"truth is not a "thing" we possess but a person we allow 
ourselves to be possessed by". Secondly, "Catholicism is 
not a religion of the book but the religion of a person: Jesus 
Christ, the Word of God." I look forward to journeying with 
you in discipleship of Our Lord Jesus Christ throughout 
the year ahead. As St Paul wrote to the Ephesians (3:20-
21), "Glory be to God, whose power - working in us - can 
do infinitely more than we can ask for or ever imagine. 
To God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever, Amen."

The stained glass window commemorating Saint 
Maurice is located near the narthex, on the east 
side of the church. Born in AD 250, Saint Mau-
rice was an early Christian when the Church was 
considered a threat to the Roman Empire. Shown 
holding the palm branch of a martyr (the symbol 
of the victory of the spirit over the flesh) and with 
the sword and helmet of a soldier, Saint Maurice 
(sometimes also known as Moritz, Morris, or Mau-
ritius) was the third century African leader of the 
Roman Theban Legion. 

Called from Egypt to Gaul (now Switzerland and 
France) to fight for the Emperor Maximian, Mau-
rice and over 6,000 of his troops were ordered 
executed by the emperor for refusing to slay local 
Christians as an offering to Roman gods. Saint Mau-
rice is the patron saint of soldiers, swordsmiths, 
armies, the Papal Swiss Guard, infantrymen, and—
for some unknown reason—weavers and dyers.

Saint Maurice 
September 22
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Many of us, myself included, have a confused, guilt-
ridden, obsessive attitude about money. There’s 

hardly anybody who can think in a clear-headed way 
about it. At the end of Luke’s parable of the so-called 
dishonest steward, Jesus creates a clear dualism be-
tween God and wealth, or what he calls “mammon”: 
“You cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). 
Mammon was the god of wealth, money, superficial-
ity, and success. Jesus says, in effect, “You’ve finally 
got to make a choice.” Most of Jesus’ teaching is what 
I call nondual—a theme I often teach—but there are 
a few areas where he’s absolutely dualistic (either-or), 
and it’s usually anything having to do with power and 
anything having to do with money.

Jesus is absolute about money and power because he 
knows what we’re going to do. Most of us will serve 
this god called mammon. Luke’s Gospel even de-
scribes mammon as a type of illness, as Jesuit John 
Haughey (1930–2019) explained: “Mammon is not 
simply a neutral term in Luke. It is not simply money. 
It connotes disorder. . . . Mammon becomes then a 
source of disorder because people allow it to make a 
claim on them that only God can make.”1 “Mammon 
illness” takes over when we think all of life is counting, 
weighing, measuring, and deserving. We go to places 
that have sales, so that we don’t have to give as much 
to get the same thing. My mother spent much of her 
time cutting coupons to save ten cents. It was good 
and even necessary for a while, I guess, but it’s very 
hard to get rid of that fixation.

To participate in the reign of God, we have to stop 
counting. We have to stop weighing, measuring, and 
deserving in order to let the flow of forgiveness and 
love flow through us. The love of God can’t be doled 
out by any process whatsoever. We can’t earn it. We 
can’t lose it. As long as we stay in this world of earning 
and losing, we’ll live in perpetual resentment, envy, or 
climbing.

Religion cannot work from a calculator without losing 
its very method, mind, foundation, and source. Surely 
this is what Jesus meant by his statement in Luke’s 
Gospel. Perhaps if we say it a bit differently, we can 
all get the point: “You cannot move around inside the 
world of Infinite Grace and Mercy, and at the same 

WE CANNOT SERVE 
TWO MASTERS

BY RICHARD ROHR, OFM

time be counting and measuring with your overly defen-
sive and finite little mind.” It would be like asking an ant to 
map the galaxies. St. Thérèse of Lisieux (1873–1897) put it 
much more directly to a nun worried about God keeping 
track of her many failings: “There is a science about which 
[God] knows nothing—addition!”2 The reign of God is a 
worldview of abundance. God lifts us up from a worldview 
of scarcity to infinity. Remember every part of infinity is 
still infinite! God’s love is nothing less than infinite.

Originally published on the Daily Meditations blog on the 
Center for Action and Contemplative Action's website on 
September 20, 2025. 

References: 
1. John C. Haughey, The Holy Use of Money: Personal Finance in Light 
of Christian Faith (Doubleday and Company: 1986), 11.

2. Sœur Thérèse of Lisieux: The Little Flower of Jesus, ed. T. N. Taylor 
(Burns and Oates, Ltd.: 1912), 241. This early translation of Thérèse’s 
autobiography, The Story of a Soul, includes “Counsels and Reminis-
cences,” a chapter not part of recent editions.

The Moneychangers by Marinus van Reymerswale (c. 1590)
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We are pleased to present the 
Parish Operating Statement 
for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2025. We ended the year 
with a surplus of $144,686. 
This means we were able to 
almost fully fund our annual 
$150,000 allocation to the 
Capital Repairs Reserve Ac-
count, which we created in 
order to ensure that we have 
the resources on hand for the 
repair and continued mainte-
nance of our parish facilities 
well into the future. 

During this past year we com-
pleted a major repair project 
– waterproofing the church 
foundation. We are grateful 
that we were able to pay for 
this using regular operating 
funds, without needing to 
draw from our Capital Repairs 
Reserve Account.

OPERATING STATEMENT QUARTER ENDING QUARTER ENDING VARIANCE

June 30, 2025 June 30, 2025

ACTUAL BUDGET

INCOME

Sunday Offertory Income $                 2,166,212 $                 2,050,000 6%

Special Donations Income $                 1,174,464 $                    933,000 26%1 

Operating Income $                     387,085 $                    374,135 3%

Miscellaneous Income $                     146,727 $                    108,350 35%2 

TOTAL  INCOME $                 3,874,488 $                 3,465,485

EXPENSES

Personnel Expenses $                 1,453,852 $                 1,526,978 -5%

Office Expenses $                     244,105 $                    253,250 -4%

Liturgy Expenses $                     137,407 $                    106,750 29%3 

Building Expenses $                 1,214,850 $                    798,000 52%4 

Other Expenses $                     679,588 $                    630,263 8%

TOTAL EXPENSES $                 3,729,802 $                 3,315,241

TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES $                     144,686 $                    150,244

TRANSFER FOR CAPITAL REPAIRS ACCT $                  (150,000) $                 (150,000)

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS $                       (5,314) $                            244

1. Exceeded our budget due to the generosity of gift donations.	
2. Received an insurance reimbursement when the parish experienced water damage that was not in the 	
     budget.
3. Audio visual expenses over budget.
4. Completed waterproofing of the building after experiencing water damage.

FYE JUNE 30, 2025 BUDGET

SUMMARY FY25

PARISH OPERATING STATEMENT 
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OPERATING STATEMENT FISCAL YEAR ENDING FISCAL YEAR ENDING

June 30, 2025 June 30, 2026

ACTUAL BUDGET

INCOME

Sunday Offertory Income $                       2,166,212 $                      2,215,000

Special Donations Income $                       1,174,464 $                      1,053,000

Operating Income $                          387,085 $                            371,00

Miscellaneous Income $                          146,727 $                          101,750

TOTAL  INCOME $                       3,874,488 $                      3,740,750

EXPENSES

Personnel Expenses $                       1,453,852 $                      1,623,586

Office Expenses $                          244,105 $                          274,750

Liturgy Expenses $                          137,407 $                          142,100

Building Expenses $                       1,214,850 $                          974,417

Other Expenses $                          679,588 $                          725,417

TOTAL EXPENSES $                       3,729,802 $                      3,740,191

TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES $                          144,686 $                                 559

TRANSFER FOR CAPITAL REPAIRS ACCT $                       (150,000) $                       (150,000)

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS $                            (5,314) $                       (149,441)

FYE JUNE 30, 2026 BUDGET

BUDGET FY26 
We are also pleased to present the 
operating budget for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2026. We are pre-
senting a conservative breakeven 
budget. Our goal, however, is to gen-
erate a surplus again so that we can 
continue to support our $150,000 
contribution to the Capital Repairs 
Reserve Account.

At this time, we have not included 
any large building repair projects in 
next year’s budget. However, Fr John 
and the staff are currently review-
ing the costs of needed repairs to 
the church tower and the organ. We 
will keep you informed as soon as we 
have more information about these 
projects.

As always, we continue to be appre-
ciative and thankful for your very 
generous support of the parish and 
our ministries. We urge you to con-
tinue your stewardship as we all 
strive to make Saint Cecilia a vibrant 
and positive force in our community.

Father John Unni, Pastor  
Matt Maguire, Chair
Bonnie Blanchfield             
David Castaldi
Alicia Cooney                       
Mark Duggan

Jason Grapski                       
Cole Young
Colleen Melaugh, 
Director of Finance            
Nicole Pascarelli O’Brien,
Pastoral Director of Operations

SAINT CECILIA FINANCE COUNCIL
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PARISH RESOURCES
Parish Office & Mailing Address
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, MA 02115
Hours | Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Phone | 617 536 4548;  Fax | 617 536 1781
Website | www.stceciliaboston.org

Parish Staff
Rev. John J. Unni, Pastor
Rev. James Shaughnessy, SJ, Pastoral Support
Rev. Mr. Christopher Brolly, SJ, Deacon
Mark Donohoe, Pastoral Associate
Robert Duff, Director of Music
Anastassia Kolchanov, Digital and Print Media Coordinator                     
Scott MacDonald, Director of Faith Formation and Parish Visibility
Colleen Melaugh, Director of Finance and Development
Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien, Pastoral Director of Operations
Lisa Pickering, Director of Facilities and Events
Mary Wessel, Pastoral Associate

Assisting Clergy 
Rev. Peter Grover, OMV
Rev. John Predmore, SJ

Music Ministry
Tyler Cesario, Assistant Director of Music
Daniel Lamoureux, Vigil Organist
Brett Maguire, Parish Organist
Pendexter Macdonald, Assistant Organist

Audiovisual Support
Maureen Deery, Parish Photographer & Creator of Weekly Slide Show
Geoffrey Edwards, Livestream Videographer

Schedule for Liturgy
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday | 8:00 a.m.
Lord’s Day | Sat 5:00 p.m.; Sun 8:00, 9:30*, 11:30 a.m, and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Days | 8:00 a.m.
* Please note that the 9:30 Mass is both in person and livestreamed.

Hearing Assistance in Church
The church is equipped with an assistive listening system. If you would like 
to use one of the small receivers, please ask one of our greeters.

For Those with Celiac Disease
If you have celiac disease, please let us know. We have a supply of low-
gluten altar bread available for those who cannot tolerate gluten. 

Building Accessibility
Both the church and Parish Hall Center are accessible by elevator.

Baptism for Infants
Infant baptism is celebrated on the first and third weekends of the month. 
For more information, please contact Mark Donohoe in the Parish Office.

Parking
There is discounted parking at The Hynes Auditorium Garage (located at 
50 Dalton Street next to Bukowski's Tavern), for $15, available on Sundays 
until 3:00 p.m., and $15 after 4:00 every day of the week. To get this dis-
count, ask a greeter for a chaser ticket at Mass or ask a staff person during 
the week. Chaser tickets must be used at the machine at the exit gate. To 
obtain the discount, place the ticket you received upon entering the garage 
into the machine, then follow it with the chaser ticket.

Faith Formation for Children
To register your child for Faith Formation, contact our Pastoral Director of 
Operations, Nicole Pascarelli O'Brien.

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Team
The CAP Team is responsible for training all parish staff and volunteers in 
mandated reporting laws and the Protecting God’s Children program (VIR-
TUS). They provide consultation and support to anyone who has concerns 
about reporting child abuse and neglect. Please contact Maria Roche (ma-
ria.roche15@gmail.com), Letitia Howland (l_howland@hotmail.com),  Erin 
Young (erin.t.young@gmail.com), or Kathy Sanders (sanderno2010@gmail.
com) if you have any questions. The Archdiocese of Boston has in place a 
vigorous program to protect children from harm and to educate its ministers 
and faithful about the nature of abuse, with a goal of increasing knowledge, 
creating a safe environment for children, and recognizing and reporting po-
tentially dangerous situations. The full policy is available in the narthex, 
Parish Office, and on our website.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
This is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women 
become members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized 
in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of  
Eucharist and confirmation. For more information, contact Mary Wessel in 
the Parish Office.

Marriage
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact Mark Donohoe in 
the Parish Office at least six months in advance. 

Care of the Sick
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to 
be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), 
please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint the sick dur-
ing regularly scheduled liturgies.

Order of Christian Funerals
The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in the church. Please 
contact the Parish Office for more information.

Joining Our Community
We’re happy that you’re with us! Our parish offers a warm, spiritual home 
for a diverse group of Catholics from many neighborhoods in and around 
Boston; we also have friends from around the country and the world. We 
invite local individuals and families to fill out a new parishioner form on 
our website. No matter your present status in the Catholic Church, current 
family or marital situation, gender or gender expression, sexual orientation, 
personal history, age, race, or self-image, you are invited and will be wel-
comed, accepted, loved, and respected here at Saint Cecilia. We are here 
to accompany and serve you.

Please note:
According to online safely guidelines released by the Archdiocese of Boston, 
we have removed email addresses from our online parish bulletin to avoid 
the danger of potential phishing scams. If you need a staff member's email 
address or a ministry email address, please call our reception desk (617-536-
4548) and our receptionists will be happy to share the appropriate informa-
tion. Thank you for helping us maintain our parish security online.


